Vern Schneider 1938-2020

Vern was born in Rossland, BC and attended Rossland Secondary School where he graduated
in 1955. He then worked for Consolidated Mining and Smelting Company of Canada Limited Teck Cominco in Trail, BC for two years before joining the Canadian Army and the Lord
Strathcona's Horse (Royal Canadians).
Vern undertook his basic Armoured Corps training in Camp Borden, ON and then was posted
to Calgary, AB where he served most of his Regular Force career. Vern served overseas with
the United Nations Emergency Force (UNEF) patrolling in the Sinai Desert and Gaza Strip in
Egypt (1961-62). He was also posted with his regiment in lserlohn, Germany in 1965 and
served there until his release from the Regular Force in 1967.
Vern returned to British Columbia and worked with Consolidated Mining and Smelting
Company of Canada Limited - Teck Cominco for many years until he retired in 1993. During
that time, he served as Chief Clerk with 44th Field Engineer Squadron in Trail for many years.
He took a lead role in the unit's fiftieth anniversary activity and researched the unit's history,
presenting a book containing a comprehensive collection of news articles. In retirement he
continued to lead group tours through the smelter complex in Trail. He also researched and
created a history of the 54th Kootenay Battalion; 1915-1918 largely displayed on website. His
research did not stop there, however. Recalling his Strathcona roots, he also compiled a
volume covering the history of the Kootenay Contingent, Strathcona's Horse in the Boer War
(1899- 1903). Vern remained an active civilian member of 44 FES as well as both Rossland and
Trail Royal Canadian Legion Branches where he served terms as President and Vice President
over the years.
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54KOOTENAY BAI TALION

Military Medal
London Gazette...24/01/19

Born:
Age:
Present Address:

NO:
Religion:
Trade:
Marries/Single:
History:

18 years, 7 months
668 49th Street. Brooklyn

Aphriza E. Abbott (Mothcr)-Nassau, N. P. Bahamas, B. W.
Church of England
Clerk
Single
Home Pef Ea!gm9gs, 6 months.

******************************************************************************

Militru-y Medal

London Gazette.... 09/07/17

AR KRJLL, M. D' Hon. (Frnce), 472977 Pte. Tom Edwar d

Medaille d' Honneur avec Glaves en Bronze (France)
Pte. (54 Bn) London Gazette....ii/u7ii9 Canada Gazette....3ur8ii

Bom:

North Somer¢ates, Ling.-7th September !8RT

Age:
Pre sent Address:

28 years, 4 months
Landis, Sask.

N. O.K.:

Francis Arkrill (Father) - North Somercoates, R. S. 0. Linc., England

Religion:

Methodist

Trade:

Clerk
Single

Married/Single:
History:

*****************************************************************************
l\/H!itary Cross
London Gazette .. .26/0 7/18

Canada Gazette .... 31/08/18

Lient J. Adam was prese
nted with th e Mi litary Cross 'by t
h e King The investi ture took place on 13/13/18 at
Buckingham Palace.
"For conspicuous g
allantry and devotion to duty. I a night raid rushed
an enemy trench. On the enemy attempting to escape over the parados,

this officer ad his party gave chase and outdistancing his men caught one
of the enemy."
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ALDOUS, M. M., Pe. Frank Lidington
Military Medal

London Gazette....09/07/17
Pte. F. L. Aldous died of a self inflicted wound on the 15 of April 1919. He had previously served in the 103
Battalion. He is buried in Hoevlaert, Communal Cemetery, Belgium.
Bora:

Blackley Northamptonshire, Eng land - 4 November 1891

Age:
Present Address; Victoria
Mrs. Aldous (Mother)- Bambury Rd., Blackley, England
N.O.K.:
Religion:

Trade:

Dairyman

Married/Single:
History:

Single

ANDREWS, M. M., 760823 Pe. Henry Charles
Military Medal

London Gazette....I 3/03/ l 8
Coaticooke, Quebec - 15 May 1888
27 years, 7 months
Age:
Present Address: South Bend, Wash,, U. S, A.
Mrs. A. Andrews (Mother) - Coaticooke, Quebec
N.O.K.:
Church of England
Religion:
Timber Cruiser
Trade:
Single
Married/Single:

Born:

History:

ARMBRISTER, M. M., 442322 Cpl. Cyril Edward
Military Medal

London Gazette.... l 0/02/ l 7
Born:
Age:

Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Religion:

Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

NassN, P. Bahama - 24 August 1896
18 years, IO months
Mrs. W. E. Armbrister - Nelson, B. C.
Church of England
Bank Clerk
Single
Officer training corps at Haustiesfont, College
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Military M etal
London Gazette ... .24/0 1/19
Carrington, Ontario - 2 October 1898
17 years, 9 months
Present Address: Burk Fal ls, Ontario
N. 0. K.:
Ernest Ascott (Father) - Burks Fa!Is, Ontario
Religion:
Baptist
Trade:
Labourer
Married/Single: Single
History:
Age:

Military Medal
London Gazette.... l 4/05/ l 9

Cedardalc, Ontario - 4 February 1887
29 years, 5 months

Age:

Prost ddecg' 130 Weet S.,

N.O.K.:
Religion:
Trade:

Pantfrd, Ontario

Mrs. Emm a L. Ashley (Mother) P. 0. Cedard ale, Ontario
Church of England
R. R. Fireman

Married/Single:

Single

History:

38D. R. OFC.

AYLWARD, M. S. M., 442601 Cpl. William Robert

Meritorious Service Medal
London Gazette ... 1918 (nothing further known)
Born;
Age:
Present Address:
N. O.
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:

K.:

Five Island; Colchester Co., N. S. -28 August .1890
26 years
Mrs. Fredricka Aylward (Mother) Five fsland, Colchester Co., N. S.
Presbyterian

Cook
Single

History:

BAILEY, D. S. 0., M. I. D., Major John Beswick

Distinguished Service Order
London Gazette...0 1/02/I 9

Canada Gazette....08/02/19
54

Major J. B. Bailey received his Dis tinguishcd Service Order fom the King. The investiture took place on 15/02/19
in the quadrangle of Buckingham Palace.

New Year award, I919. No citation.
Mentioned in Dispatches
Maj. (54 Bn.) London Gazette# 3 1089..27/12/18 Canada Gazette.... 08/02/18
A Maj, (B. C. R.) London Gazette # 30448....28/12/19 Canada Gazette....26/01/18

****************************************************************************
BAKER, M. M., 931315 Pte. George Calneva

Military Medal
London Gazette.... 13/11/18

Pe. G. C. Baker died ofwounds on the 27ofAugust 1918. He is buried in Villers-Bretoneux, Military Cemetery,
Fouilly, France.

Dorn:
Age:
Present Address:
NOK:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Kansas City, Missoui, U. S. A. - 1 Jannary 1892
24 years, 3 months
Cranbrook, B, C
Nil
Atheist
Lumberman
Single
U. S. Navy - 4 years

BANFIELD, M. S. M., 127490 Pte. Francis Morley
Meritorious Service Medal
London Gazette... 19 l 9, (nothing further known)

Born:
Age:
Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Guelph, Ontario - 25 March 1897
18 years, 7 months
R.R. #5 Rockwood
F. G. Banfield (Father) R.R. #5 Rockwood
Baptist
Farmer
Single

BEITZ, M. M., 126418 Pte. Roy Joseph
Military Medal
London Gazette... 13/03/19

Pte R. J. Beitz listed as missing on 30" of September 1918. Previously served in the 7 Battalion.
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Born:
Age:
Pr esent

Mi!dinay, Ontario - 16 January 1993
22 years, 8 months
Aitress;

N.O.K.:
Religion:
Trade:

Mrs. Caroline Beitz - 1238 Niagra St. Buffalo, N. Y.
Roman Catholic
Clerk
Single

Married/Single:

History:

Milit.ary Me@I
London Gazette .... 14/05/19

Born:

----?--.-----7April 189£

Age:

24

years, l month

Precens ddrese

NO:

Emma Elizabeth Bell (Mother)-----?----, B. C.

Religion:

Trade:

Planer man

Married/Single: Single
History:

BENSON, M. M., 474263 Sgt. Willia
m Joseph
MtHtary Mewi.l
London Gazette.... 14/05/19
Bern:

Age:
Present Address:
NOK:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Silverdale, Staffordshire, England
24 years, 7 months
Lanigan, Sask.
William Benson (Father) Silverdale, Staffordshire, England
Roman Catholic
Farmer
Single

Mi{tar Mott
ss
asa

. a.av %rl

London Gazette ... .24/01/19

Military Medal 2award Bar
London Gazette.... 14/05/ l 9
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Cpl. J Bentley held the rank ofC. S. M. At the time ofhis being awarded the bar to the Military Medal.
Bor:

Hamilton, Ontario - 29 September 1891

Age:

24 years

Present Address: 248 Catherine St. W., Hamilton, Ontario

N. O. K.:

Bentley Phoebe (Wife) 248 Catherine Sl N. Hamilton, Ontario

Religion:
Trade

Presbyterian
Machinist

Married/Single: Married
2yrs. I3 Royal Regt.

History:

*****************************************************************************
BIRD, M.M. , 443155 Cpl. John
Military Medal

London Gazette....13/03/19

BIRKETT, M. Mit, (France) 443440 L/Sgt. Thomas
Medaille Militaire (France)
Cpl. (Inf.) London Gazette....14/07/17

Canada Gazette.... 08/09/17

In the Battalion roster as J. Birkett
Whitehaven, Cumb erland, England - 30 October 1890
34 years, IO months

Born:

Age:

Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Margaret Birkett (Wife)- Coal Creek, B. C.
Religion;
Church of England
Harness Maker
Trade:

Marr ied/Single:
History:

Married
S years - 1 Batt. Gor., High.

******************************************************************************
BLACK, M. C., M. I. D., Lieut. (A'Capt) Andrew
Military Cross

London Gazette.. .30/07/19

Canada Gazette... .20/09/19

Capt A Black was presented with the Military Cross from the King on 29/05/19. The investiture took place in the
quadrangle ofBuckingham Palace.
"For conspicuous gaUantry and initiative in command ofa detachment during the
57

advance south of Dory, o September 2, 1918. He advanced with

the infantr
y
and when the infantry were temporarily held up he sighted the gun on the enemy
post and taking a Lewis gun czew whi ch had become detached from another brigade
pushed forward ahead ofthe infantry under heavy fire and inflicted many casualties
on the enemy. He did splendid work" (At 'd. 1!Bn., L. T. M. By.)
Mentioned in Dispatches

A/Capt(2nd C. 0. R.) London Gazette #30706....28/05/18

Canada Gazett e.... 06/07/18

----!----, Scotland Age:
24 years 4 months
Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Mrs. Jessie Black - 71 N. Whitehall Rd. Aberdeen, Scotland
Religion:
Methodist

Born:

D un
d

e

e

6

F

e

b

r

uar
y
1 9

!

Trade:
Accountant
Married/Single: Single
History:
10'7111 Kootenay Regt

BOGERT, M. M., 688168 Pte. Victor Edward
Military Medal

London Gazette....1 105/17
Pte. V. E. Bogert died of wounds on the 27of Jane 1918, age 21. He is buried in St. Hilare, Cemetery Extension,
Frevent, France. He had previously served in the 172Battalion.

Age:
18 years, l l months
Present Address: Enderby, B. C.
N.O.K.:
John Edward Bogert (Father) - Enderby, B. C.
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:

History:

Methodist

Fanner
Single
5 weeks in 54 Battalion, C. E. F.

BOWINS, M. M., 2491 l L/C. A. C.

l--,1ilitary Medal
London Gazette....14/05/19

BOWYER, M. M., 402430 Sgt. George Edward
Mi litary Medal

London Gazette.... 16/07/l 8
Born:

Go.ie, Huron

Age:
Present

26 years
A

ddr:

County, Ontario - 2I

November 1888

N.OK:
Religion:

Mrs. George E. Bowyer (Wife) -27 Waterloo St., West, Guelph, Ontario
Church of England

Trade;
Married/Single:
History:

Plater
Married
30 Reg., Guelph, Ontario

******************************************************************************
BRESSIE, M. M., 126919 Pe. John Thomas
Military

M edal

London Gazette.... 13/03/18

BURNHAM, M. C. Lieut. Albert Emnest
Military Cross
London Gazette.... 10/12/10

Canada Gazette....17/01/20

Lieut. A. E. Burnham was presented with the Military Cross by the King in the quadrangle ofBuckinghamPalace.
The investiture took place on 15/05/19. At the time ofthe investiture he held the rank of Captain.
"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty from 3" to 5" November 1918,
near Valenciennes. He led his company through heavy street fighting, which
resulted in the capture ofMarly with many prisoners and much materials with the
greatest courage and skill. Although wounded in the early part ofthe operations
refused to retire, being the only officer left in his company, and notwithstanding
this he, organized battalions and carried out his duties with remarkable courage
and thoroughness."
St, John, N. B. - 15 June 1889
Born:
Age:
Present Address;
A.G. Burnha m (Father)- St. John, N. B.
N.O.K.:

Religion:

Religion

Trade:
Married/Single:

Bank Manager

History:

90 wpeg. Rifles

*****************************************************************************
CALDWELL, M. M., M. I. D., 103395 Pte. H.P.
Military Medal

London Gazette....13/03/19
Mentioned in Dispatches
Sgt. (2 nd C. 0. R.) London Gazette# 30706 ... .28/05/18

Canada Gazette....06/07/18

******************************************************************************
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Mititary Mfetal

London Gazette ... .14/05/19

B

o

ra

Bengazi, Ahie 20 years, 4 months
:

2

Age:

I

J

une

1

9

2

Present Address: 13243 Vine S. Philadelphia, P. A., U. S. A.
N. O. K.:
Elvira Callya (Wife) Strada Maria, Saleima, Malta

Religion;
Trade:
Married/Single:

Roman Catholic
Carpenter
Married

History:

Military Medal
London Gazette.... 13/03/18
Pawasson, {On
tario - 13 Septe
mber I888

Age:

27 years 4 months

N.O.K.:
Religion:

Mrs. Mamie Smelser (Sister) - Flaxland, Alberta
Methodist
Trade:
Machinist
Married/Single: Single
History:

Companion of the Ord er of St. Michael and St. George
London Gazette....1919
Distinguished Serice Medal
London Gazette.... 16/08/17
Canada Gazette.... 13/10/17
Lieut Col. Carey received his D. S. O. and Bar from the King. The investiture took place at BuckinghamPalace on
19/10/18. Lieut. Col. Carey was photographed by the War Records photographer on the day of his investiture and
the photograph is presently held in the photographic collection at the National. archives ofCanada. Lieut, Col. Carey
died of disease on March 29, 1922 and was buried at Vancouver (Mountain View) Cemetery.

"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to dut
y, when he commanded the
battalion with the greatest bravery and skill, secured all his objectives and
ongtdatert

hi pitiot.

Loter to

1ear up the citugtin he m ade a

valuable reconnaissance."
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Distinguished Service Oder 2awarded Bar
London Gazette ....07/11/18

Canada Gazette....21/12/18

"For conspicuous gallantry and fine leadership. When his battalion was
held up by intense machine-gun fire in front of a village, he organized a
party from his reserve company and under cover ofthe smoke from a
derelict tank that was on fire, he personally led the party and rushed a
wood, capturing sixteen machine-guns and routed the enemy, who retired
on a broad front. He then pushed his battalion and took the village with a
rush. His example of personal gallantry. his quick appreciation of the
situation and rapid action, enabled this important result to be so successfully
obtained."
Mentioned in Dispatches
L. Col. ($4/ 102nd Bn) London Gazette #3 1448....08/07/19
L. Col. (2 nd C. 0. R./102nd Bn) London Gazette #31089 ....27/12/18 Canada Gazette...08/02/19
L. Coi. (2" C. O. R) London Gazette #30706....28/05/18
Canada Gazette....06/07/18
L. Col. (B. C. R.) #30448 ... .28/12/l 7
Canada Gazette....26/01/18
Maj. (Can. Inf.) #29890....04/01/17
Canada Gazette.... 10/02/17

Born:
Age:
Present Address:
N. O. K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Blenkein, Ontario - 3 June 1891

Mrs. A. B. Carey (Wife) - Ganges, B. C.
Civil Engineer
Married
6 months Remington Guards, S. A.

CARNEY, M. M., 442350

Sgt. Thomas Henry

Military Medal
London Gazette... 12/12/17
Sgt. T. H. Carney died of wounds on the 16 of April 1918, age 31. He is buried in Ligny-St. Flochel British
Cemetery, Averdoingt, France.

Calgary, Alberta - 28 March 1888
Born:
Age:
Present Address: Ka$lo, B. C.
Augusius Carney - Kaslo
N.O.K.:
Religion:
Butcher
Trade:
Married/Single: Single
R. M. R. 2 years
History:

CHAMBERS, M. M., 443857 Pte. Arthur
Military Medal
London Gazette,..1 1/05/17
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C
ap»bridge Heath, England - 10 Janay 1889
Age:

27years

N.O.K.:

Harry Chambers - 40 Bruce Ave. Windsor, Ontario
Religion:
Presbyterian
Trade:
Miner
Married' Single: Single
History:

Military Medal
London Gazette....19/02/17
Cpl. B. Christison was killed in action on the 1"of March 1917, age 39. He is buried in Conmy British Cemetery.
France.

Dorn:

St. Andrews, Fifeshire, Scotland - 18 April 1877

Age:

38 years 5 months

N.O.K.:

Jim Christison (Brother) - 26 Ave. East, South Vancouver, B. C.
Presbyterian
Shoemaker
Single
8 years Argyle and Sutherland High.

Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Military Medal
London Gazette.... 14/05/19
u,
,. ._. . . . . ~
Ll'lJ.lll..

Age:
ve, Hamittnn Ontario
Frank Clark (Father) - Bellrock, Ontario
Religion:
Methodist
Trade:
Stationery Engineer
Married/Single: Single
History:
Present addrec. t77 "Hee±mnt

N. O.K.:

Military Cross
London Gazette .... 01/01/18
Canada Gazette.....26/01/18 New year award 1918 No citation. Lieut. C. L.
Clayton is on the roster of the Machine-Gun Corps. But is also found on the 54 th Battalion history roster. Lient. C,
L. Clayton was awarded his M. C. from the King. The investiture took place at Buckingham Palace on 23/02/18.

Bon:

Isle ofWhite, England - 9 January 1890

Age:

Present Address:
N. 0. K.:
Religion:

A. P. Clayton (Rev.) (Father) - Isle of White

Trade:

Farmer

Married/Single: Single
History:

COLLINGWOOD, M. M., 443603 Sgt. C.
Military Medal
London Gazette.... 19/02/17

COLQUHOUN, C. De G., (Belgium)
Croix De Guerre (Belgium)
Pte. (Inf.) London Gazette...12/07/18

Canada Gazette.... 17 /08/18

Born:
Edinborough, Scotland - 9 February 1892
Age:
23 years 6 months
Present Address:
N.O.K:
Mrs. A. B. Colquhoun - 9 Merchaston Crescent, Edinborough, Scotland
Religion:

Church of England

Trade:

Rancher

Married/Single: Single
History:
5years Terr. 4" R. S.

COONS, M. M., 690040 Pte. Dwight
Military Medal
London Gazette...24/01/19
Later attained the rank ofLieutenant.
Boru:
Age:
Present Address:
N. O. K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:

History:

Winchester Springs, Ontario - 23 November 1896
19 years 3 months
78 Stinson St., Hamilton, Ontario
Coons Salem (Father) - 78 Stinson St. Hamilton, Ontario
Presbyterian
Banker
Single
91Can. High. - 3 months

CORRIE-DOUGLAS, M. M., 760031 Cpl Hamish
Mi
titre Aeaf
» . 5.« ,ea $
4
4
sea.

London Gazette....24/01/ l 9
Dumfroeshire, Scotland - I March 1885
30 years 9 months

Age:

Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Mr. E. K. Dalziel - 616 Gorcally Road, Victoria, B. C.
Religion
Presbyterian
Trade:
Miner
Married/Single; Single
History:
2 months ll1h Regt. I. F. 0. C.

CORY, M M, 102910 Sgt. Sa
muel CHird
Military Medal
London Gazette.... 13/03/18
Later attained the rank of lieutenant.

Born:
Age:

Salina-?- U. S. A. - 19 April 1882

33 years 6 months

Present Address:
IV . •I ..

..-1-1-ry
·4Li
uI

Religion:

Methodist

Trade:

Farrier
Married
19ty..C 6 months
U. S. Anny 3 years

t

Lr •

Married/Single:
History
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IITER, M M., 687070 Pte. Clinton George
Military Medal
London Gazette... .24/01/19

Born:
Age:
Present Address·
N.O.K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single;

Walla Grant Cumb. Co., N. S. - 199I
25 years
Ka
mloops
George Coulter (Father) - Wallau Grant Cumb. Co., N. S.
Methodist
Fireman
Single

*****************************************************************************
CRO\VELL, M:. ?vt, 443960 Sgt. Joseph Stanley
l\llilitary Medal
London Gazette....I 9/02/ I 7
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History:
Age:
Present Address:
N. O. K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

N.S.- IA September 1876
39 years
Mrs. A. M. Crowell - Nakusp, B. C.
Methodist
Carpenter
Single
31/2yrs. G. A. Yarmouth and Halifax, N. S.

EATON, M. C., Rupert William
Military Cross
London Gazette...O2/12/18

Canada Gazette....18/01/ 19

Lieut. R. W. Eaton was killcd in action on th e 27 of September 1918, age 21. He is buried at Quarry Wood
Cemetery, Sains-Les-Marquion, France.

"For conspicuous gallantry and leadership during the attack ofhis company
on machine-gun posts in the wood, which were checking the advance of the
whole battalion. He reached his objective with only four men of his platoon,
the rest having become casualties on th.e way across the open, but disposed of
the post and its occupants. He then collected some men and made a dash for
another post capturing it with two guns and 20 prisoners.

Born:
London, England- 6 December 1896
Age:
19 Years
Present Address: 1466 Edgeware Rd. Victoria, B. C.
N. O. K.:
A. Easton (Father)- 1466 Edgeware Rd., Victoria, B. C.
Religion:
Trade:

Church of England
Bank Clerk

Married/Single: Single
History

ELLIS, M. M., 443890 Pte. G.H.

Military Meda!
London Gazette....09/07/17

ELLIS, M. M., 102507 Sgt Walter Ernest
Military Medal
London Gazette....24/01/19
Bom:
Age:

London, England - 16 December 1887
28 years

Present Address:
N. 0. K.:
Religion:

George Gerald Ellis (Brother) - Tillicum Rd., Victoria, B. C.
Presbyterian
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Trade:

Carpenter

Married/Single:
History:

Single

EQUABILE, Cr. Of St George - 4" Class
Cr. Of St. George - 4 Class
Pte. {Inf.) London Gazette... 15/02/ l 7

Canada Gazette.... 14/0 I/ 18

Naples, Italy - 7 March 1882
Age:
23 years 7 months
Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Mrs. Pascualina Equabile (Wife) - Cervinare, Aveline,
Religion:
Methodist
Trade:
Stone Mason
Married/Single Married:

Italy

History:

******************************************************************************
FAIRBAIRN, M. M., 443165 Cpl. William
Military Medal
London Gazette .... 19/02/ 17

Born:

Linlithg, Scotland - 17 April 1893

Age:

22 years

prscent A 1dreg'

N.O.K.:

R. B. Fairbairn - 232 High St., St. Linlithgow, Scotland
Religion·
Presbyterian
Trade:
Bank Clerk
Married/Single: Single

History:

FANSHAW, M. M, 474058 Pte. Harold
Military Medal
London Gazette.... 12/12/17
Sheffield, England - 21 October 1882
Age:
Present Addr
ess: Landis, Sask.
N. 0. K.:
Alice Fran.shaw (Wife) - Landis, Sask.
Religion:
Trade:
Farmer

Married/Single: Married
History:

******************************************************************************
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FRANSON, M.M., 823720 Pre. William F.

Military Medal
London Gazette.... I 4/05/19
Exeter, Ontario - 24 Angust 1899
Bor:
18 years 8 months
Age:
Present Address: 589 Gray St., London, Ontario
Mrs. H. J. Belback - 589 Gray St., London, Ontario
N.O..K:
Church of England
Religion:
Trade:
Tinsmith
Married/Single: Single
History:

******************************************************************************
FITZPARICK, M. C., Lieut. Joseph Howard
Military Cross
London Gazette....10/12/19

Canada Gazette....17/01/20

"I the battle of Cambrai on the 27 September 1918, and succeeding days for great
courage and devotion to duty. He led his platoon to the attack and fonned
a defensive flank, encountering a heavy enemy counter-attack in doing so.
In the attack on the 30 September 1918, after being somewhat badly
wounded, he kept on and led his platoon to the attack, only going out when
ordered by his superior officer."
kkkkkk¥¢kkkk±kk$k#kk±$k#kk¥kkkkkk¢kkkkkkkkk#kkkk¢kkt ±kkkkt kt kkktkkkkkkt kkkk

FOSTER, M. C., M. I. D., Capt William Garland
Military Cross
London Gazette....30/07/19

Canada Gazette....20/09/19

"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty, at Cambrai on September
27, 1918. During the operations round Bourlon Wood when the attack was
held up he went forward during a very heavy enemy barrage and made a
reconna issance, establishing the situation and bringing back very valuable
information. Later he led up reserves to the forward line and placed them in
position, thereby enabling a heavy enemy counter-attack to be defeated. He
did excellent work."
Bill's Comer Carleton Co. Quebec - 25 April 1879
Born:
36years
Age:
Present Address:
Mrs. Annie Fisher - Nelson, B. C.
N. O.K:
Church of England
Religion:
Newspaperman
Trade:
Married/Single:
43 Regt. G. G.F. G. C. K. Regt.
History:
Captain W. G. Foster died of wounds on the 14 October, 1918, age 39. He is

buried in Bcquoy Road Cemetery, Ficheux, France.
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Mentioned in Dispatches
Capt. (54' h Bn.) London Gazette #31089 ....27/12/18
Canada Gazett e....08/07/19
Q. M. & H/Capt. (Cdn. Inf.) London Gazette....0106/17
Canada Gazette....01/07/17

******************************************************************************
FRALICK, M. M., 474214 Pte. James Albert
Military Medal
London Gazette.... l9 l 7 (nothing further known)

Born:

Morven, Ontario -6 Agust 1893

Age:
22 years 7 months
Present Address: Hughton, Sask.
N. 0. K.:
Mrs. George Brandt (Mother)- Hughton, Sask.

Religion;
Trade:

Married/Single:

Church ofEngland
Farmer

Single

History:

FREEMAN, M. M, (Bar) 707226 Pte. (A/Cpl.) Harry
Military Medal
London Gazette....2A/01/19
Military Medal 2" award Bar
London Gazette....23/07 /l 9
At the time of being awarded the Bar to the Military Medal he held the rank of Cpl.

Born:
London, England - 19July 1887
Age:
25 years
Present Address: Ritz Hotel, Victoria, B. C.
N. 0. K.:
Benjamin Freeman (Brother) - Hayes Certified School, Hastings, England.
Religion:
Jewish
Trade:
Farmer
Married/Single: Single
History:

GALLAUGHER, M. M., 646089 LC. W.
Military Medal
London Gazette....09/07/17
Dorn:
Age:
Present Address:
N. O. K:

Donegal, Ireland - 10 September 1882
33 years 9 months
1717 7"' Ave. E, Vancouver, RC.
John Gallaugher (Father) - Balligan Manor Cunningham Donegal, Ireland
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Religion:

Trade:

Presbyterian
Salesman

Married/Single:

Single

History:

90"Regt.-Wpg. Rifles - 18 months

******************************************************************************
GAMEY, M. M., 1063011 C,S. M. Joseph Clifford
Military Medal

London Gazette....03/07/19
Osprey Twp. Grey, Co. -24 July 1892
Born:
Age:
Present Address: R. R. #8 Peterboro, Ontario
Ethel Mabel Gamey (Wife) - R. R. #8, Peterboro, Ontario
N. O. K.:

Religion:
Trade:
Farming
Married/Single: Married
History:
31Regt . Grey Co.

******************************************************************************
GEDDES, M. M., (Bar), Pte. William John Gibson
Military Medal

London Gazette....No. 30573....13/03/18
"For conspicuous bravery and great devotion to duty at Passchendale on the
13" November I917. The enemy put down a very heavy barrage on our front
and support line, causing many casualties. This man's company was in the
support area, and information had to be obtained from the front line. Pte
Geddes accompanied Pt. O'Malley volunteered to go up, and in a very cool
manner proceeded to do his duty, reaching the front line and going right along
obtaining information. He then brought back the information which was very
full and complete, and subsequently took the information back to battalion
headquarters. AU this time a heavy barrage was playing on our front line and
support. It is impossible to speak to highly of Pte. Geddes' courage and resource
which had a great moral effect on the remainder ofthe Company."
Military Medal 2" award Bar
London Gazette No. 30830....06/08/18
"On April 16, 1918, for great courage and devotion to duty. This man in the
same company, but not in the same platoon as was detailed to go out as a
patrol to capture a prisoner and inflict casualties. He immediately asked to be
allowed to accompany the platoon. After guiding the platoon to a position in

front ofthe enemy's wire, he went forward with the platoon officer and one
other. On approaching the enemy's wire it was seen that a party ofabout thirty
ofthe enemy were patrolling along the inside ofthe wire, these three opened fire
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on th em and the
n in face cf bitter, hostile fire they crossed over two thick strands
of enemy wire and pulled out a big German sergeant from the other side of a

third strand ofwire. They then carried himback across the two strands ofwire
to the remainder ofthe platoon who had opened fire on the enemy, inflicting
numerous casualties and thence back to our own lines It is hard to describe the
courage and coolness with which this was accomplished in the face ofthe
enemy's fire and the success was largely due to his skill in guiding the platoon,
both to and from the scene of the conflict."

GILCHRIST, M. M., 443781 Sgt. George
Military Medal
London Gazette....09/07/ l 7

Born:
Age:

Glasgow, Scotland - 28 September 1886
29 years

Present Address:
N.O. .K.:
Mrs. Gilchrist - 8 Myreslaw Green, Harwick, Scotland
Religion:
Presbyterian
Bricklayer
Trade:
Married/Single: Single
History

GILL, M. M., 443818 Pe. John
Military Medal
London Gazette....1 1/05/17

Dor:
Age:
Present Address:

N. 0. K.:
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Mrs. J. Gill - 69 Mount Pleasant, Whitehaven, Cumberland, England

Religion:

Methodist
Trade:
Miner
Married/Single: Married
History:

GILL, M. M., 442988 C. M. S. Herbert Henry
Military Medal

London Gazette... 12/03/18
Born:
Age:

A
ylmer, Ontario - !I March 1883
32 years 3 months

Present Address:
N. O. K:
Mrs. A. B. Gil1 - 2316 Burnes St., Vancouver, B. C.
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Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Church of England
Salesman
Married
R.M. R.'s-8 years service.

GORDON, M. M., 3030436 Pte. Abe
Military Medal
London Gazette .... 13/03/19
Born:
Liverpool, England - 3 November 1896
Age:
21years IO months
Present Address: 1649 S. Homan Ave., Chicago, U.S. A.
N. 0. K.:
Flora Gordon (Mother)- 1649 S. Horman Ave., Chicago, U.S. A.
Religion:
Jewish
Trade:
Shipping Clerk
Married/Single: Single
History:

GRAHAM, M. I. D., 440128 A/Sgt. D.S.
Mentioned in Dispatches
A/Sgt. (54" Bn. At C. A. P. C.) London Gazette #30706....08/07/19
Pte. (Cdn.

Army Pay Corps)# 30706....28/05/18

Canada Gazette .... 06/07 /l 8

k k ekk k k tk # #kk k k k k k # # # # k t# k k k k # # ±k t±k # ±k k p # # # %%# # ±k #%k # 8 k k 3 # ±# k # # # # ±k k k k#%y k k # k k

GRAHAM, M. M., 237058 Pte. Melville Thomas Fair
Military Medal
London Gazette .... 14/05/19
Bom:
Durham, Ontario - 3 August 1895
20 years 7 months
Age:
Present Address: 98 Pearson Ave., Toronto, Ontario
N. O.K.:
Maria Graham (Mother)- Durham, Ontario
Religion:
Church of England
Trade:
Clerk
Married/Single: Single
History:
kkk¥%3kk%sky#¥k¥ 3kkkk k¥ k kkk k»kkkkk¥ex¥kks¥ #k #kk ¥kk#k k#kk/k/ $kkkkkkkkkk#k#kkkk# %kk

GREEN, M. M., 443253 Pt. Herbert
Military Medal
London Gazette.... 13/03/19
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Born:
Fakinham, Norfolk, England- 12 February 1888
Age:
26 years
Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Mr. Herbert Green (Wife) - Kelowna, B. C.
Religion:
Church ofEngland
Trade:
Laborer

Married/Single:
History:
#k#k¥¥¢k#¥#%##¥k¢%¥$8kkk¥¢kkk%kkk¥kk k ju #fkk#¢kk$¥%$¥kkk#¥kk%%¥k%%4kkk¥

GREHORN, M. M., 931434, Pte. G. M.
Military Medal
London Gazette....(nothing further known)
¥k#4¢kk$ k k¥kk k kk kk# k¥ kkj #k #k ± ##4 kj:# %k#4%k#¥k k kk k k¥ k¥ kk ¢ kkkkkkkk¥3¥k2±k#¥k

HAINES, M. C., M. I. D, 102409 R. S. M. Arthur Edward
Military Cross
London Gazette .... 1919, (nothing further known)
Mentioned in Dispatches
R. S. M. (54 Bn.) London Gazette l 31448....08/07/19
Born:
Kent, England -5 March 1881
34 years 6 months
Age:
Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Mabel Annie Haines (Wife) - 1803 Chambers St., Victoria, B. C.
Religion:
Church of England
Trade:
Teamster
Married/Single: Married - l child
History:
2 years West Kent - 5 years Rustled(?) Horse
kk%kt %%#¥kkkk#k¢kkk/ #kk####k%$#k%kkkkkkk#kkkkt #$¥?kk¢#k%kk$#¢¥¢#k#¢kkkkk#kkkk#k#

HALL, M. M., 442389 Pte. James
Military Medal
London Gazette....03/07/19
Born:
Lancashire, England - 1 July 1892
Age:
22 years 9 months
Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Samuel Hall - Burton City, B. C.
Religion:
Wesleyan
Trade:
Rancher
Married/Single: Single
History:
#k kkkkkk k.k ¥k k k kkkok k k# ¥ 3k#¢kk¢#kkk¥#k¢3kkkxk 3k k k kk k #kkkk¥3k¥3k#3kk ¥ / kkkkkkk.3#¥ 3x% 3k
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HARLAN, M. M.,

103306 Sgt. Lewis

Military Medal
London Gazette ...1917, (nothing further known)
Born:
Age:
Present Address:
N. O. K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Illinois, U.S. A.- 4 September 1883
23 years 2 months
Westholme Hotel, Victoria, B. C.
Gustin Harlan (Brother) - Marshall, Illinois, U. S. A.
Congregationalist
Soldier
14 years U. S. A. Army and Navy.
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HARPER, M. S. M, 161200 Sgt. George Steven
Meritorious Service Medal
London Gazette .... 1918, (nothing further known)
HARPER, M. M., M. S. M.,
Born:
Age:
Present Address:
N.O. K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

161200 Sgt G. S.

Banffshire, Scotland - 14 July 1888

27 years 6 months
Mary Jane Harper (Wife) - Box 1349, Calgary
Methodist
Teamster
Married
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HARRIS, M. M., 237467 Pte. David
Military Medal
London Gazette ...13/03/19
Born:
Age:
Present Address:
N. 0. K.:

Durham, England -3 December 1882
33years 4 months
12 Secord Ave., East, Toronto, Ontario
lsebella Harris (Wife)- 12 Secord Ave., East, Toronto, Ontario

Religion:

Presbyterian

Trade:
Bricklayer
Ma rried/Single: Married
History:
% kk #t k #%kk #t

k #k wk #kkt k wk k¥ k kk wk± k kk k # k kkk. # kk kkk k k kk%skikkk#kkkk%kk%8kk¢#kkkkk¥k#%¥

73

HART, M. M., 127484, Pe. James Edward
Military Medal
London Gazette .... 11/05/17
Born:
England (near London) - 26 December 1896
Age:
18 year
Present Address: Mount Forest, Ontario
N. O.K.:
James Edward Hart (Father) - 111 Alose St. Toronto, Ontario
Religion:
Church of England
Trade:
Farmer
Married/Single: Single
History:
t kkk¢##k¥¢kkkkkk##k%4 ¥k kk k k k k 4.kk ± k # k# ±¥k % ¢ #¢# }k##ok. k kkkkk #Mk k k# kk##¢k#¥}kk¢¢kkk

HARVEY, D. S. 0., M. I. D., Major Valentine
Distinguished Service Order
London Gazette....10/01/17

Canada Gazette....10/02/17

Major V. V. Harvey received his D.S. 0. From the King. The investiture took place on 05/02/17 at Buckingham
Palace.
"For conspicuous gallantry in action. He showed great coolness and
power of organization during preparations, also in reorganizing and
directing the consolidation under very heavy fire. He set a splendid
example throughout, and materially assisted in the success of the operation."
Mentioned in Dispatches
Maj. (Cdn. Inf.) London Gazette #30107....06/01/17

Canada Gazette.... 14/07 /I 7

Born:
Age:
Present Address:

London, England - 10 August 1885

N.O.K.:

Mrs. F. A. Harvey (Wife) - C/O Royal Bank, Kings-?- St

Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Church of England
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HAWKES, D. C. M., 687179, Pte. Tom
Distinguished Conduct Medal
London Gazette....06/02/18

Canada Gazette ....09/03/18

"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He was the sole survivor of
an attacking party against a hostile strong point, But, returning he assembled
another party together and lead them forward again successfully displaying the
utmost courage and skill in doing so. After capturing the strong point, he went
out and brought in two wounded from the enemy lines, though sniped at
continuously on both journeys. It was entirely due to this man's courage and
determina tion that the strong point was captured and successfully held."
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Bom:Age:
Age:
Present Address:
N. O. K.:
Religion:
Trade

Married/Single:
History:

Brampton, Huntingdoshire, England - l l August 1889
24 years 4 months
Birchland, B. C.
Dion Hawkes - Birchland, B. C.
Church of England
Rancher, Carpenter
Married
9 years Bedfordshire Yeomanry

s###kt #%%##±#¢#±##k#kt ±#t i t #±t t t t t #4±#¢%##±#%###%##2%¢%####%t #¥±#4k#¢

HILLERBY, M. C.,

102046, C. S. M. James

Military Cross
London Gazette....10/12/19

Canada Gazette....17/01/20

Co. Sgt-Major J. Hillerby was presented with the Military Cross by the King on 22/03/19. The investiture took
place at Buckingham Palace.
"Near Valenciennes, 3 to 5" of November 1918, and the subsequent advance
for marked gallantry and initiative. Accompanied by a runner he made a daring
reconnaissance of part of a village which was still in the hands ofthe enemy.
When his runner was wounded by machine gun fire, he carried him to shelter
and then rushed these machine gun posts single handed and killed or captured
the crews. Throughout this operation he did fine work."
Born:
Bridlington, Yorkshire, England - 30 January 1876
Age:
Present Address:
N. O.K.:
Mary Hillerby (Mother)- 6 Ashgrove Harrogate, England
Religion:
Trade:
Logger

Married/Single: Single
History:.

1King's Own Territorials
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HITCHCOCK, M. M., 102 047, Pte Valentine
Military Medal
London Gazette....27 /06/ 18
Liverpool, England - 15 October 1877
Born:
38 years
Age:
Present Address:
Ellen Hitchcock (Mother) - 162 Robertson St., Victoria, B.C.
N.O.K.:
Church of England
Religion:
Book Binder
Trade:
Married/Single: Single
History:.
50 G. H. Of C.

5Regt, C. G. A.
kkk¥%kkkkkkk¥k3¢k4¢kkkkk¥k#¥¥kk¥#kk#k±¢k###k#¢##%k¢t k/ #k#¥kx#. k#¥k #x##k #kkk kt
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HOLMES-A-COURT, M. C., Capt. Reginald Ashe
Military Cross
London Gazette ...O2/12/18

Canada Gazette....18/01/19

Capt. R. A. H. A'Court was presented with the Military Cross by the King in the Quadran gle of Buckingham Palace.
Tue investiture took place on 22/05/19.
"For conspicuous gallantry and brilliant leadership in command of a company
in support. During the advance he under heavy fire, so placing his men under
cover he went forward with a run ner to reconnoitre. Finding a gap betw een the
two companies in front he personally led his company through the gap to the
final objective, suffering many casualties, but capturing several persons and
machine-guns. His coolness and initiative were of great assistance to the two
companies in front."
k kk#3k ¥# k ###k¥k?#kkkkkgkkk3$#%kt kkkkkkt #tkqkk¥#k¥#k¥kkkkkkkkkk ¥# ky#kt ±#¥$kt ¢k¢#kk.¥#

HOSIE, M. C., Lieut. Robert James

Military Cross
London Gazette...10/01/17

Canada Gazette....10/02/ 17

Lieut. Hosie died of wounds on the 22 of March 1917, age 25. He is buried in the Barlin Communal Cemetery
Extension, France.
"For conspicuous gallantry in action. He displayed great courage and devotion
to duty when in charge ofthe battlefield clearing party, working continuously
for three days under heavy fire. He has previously done fine work."
Mentioned in Dispatches "B" List
Lieut. (54" Bn.) London times (press mentioned) ....07/08/17
Received a "Name Brought to Notice," but not gazetted, Thus not eligible to wear the oak leaf.

Born:
Age:
Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Marr ied/Single:
History:

London, Ontario - 23 January 1891

Mrs./ Robert Hosie- 2304 Rosser Ave. Brandon, Manitoba
Physical Director
Single
95-99 Regiments
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HOWARD , M. M., 3030623, Pte. William
Military Medal
London Gazette ....03/07/19
Born:
Age:

Great Harwood, Lancashire, England - 23 May 1898
19 years 4 months
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Present Address: 213 Saw St., New Bedford, Mass.
Margaret Howard (Mother) - 213 Shaw St., New Bedford, U. S. A.
Religion:
Church of England
Trade:
Labourer
Married/Single: Single
History:

N.O.K:

HYSLOP, M. C., Lieut. William Kennedy
Military Cross
London Gazette....01/02/19

Canada Gazette....07/06/19

"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty on S" September, 1918, in the
operation in front of Arras. He went forward in day light and under heavy
fire and reconnoitred the bridge over the Canal du Nord to find out whether it
was demolished and the amount of water in the Canal. He brought back full
information which was most valuable."
Born:
Age:
Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Dublin, Ireland - 21 April 1884
31 years 5 months
Mary Hyslop (Wife) - 2250 Fourth Ave., West, Vancouver, B.C.
Presbyterian
Storekeeper
Married

50G.H. OfC.

JACK, M. C., Capt. Alec Walter
Military Cross
London Gazette....18/03/18

Canada Gazette....20/04/18

"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He led his company on the
enemy system of outposts with the utmost success, personally establishing his
own posts. Later, he agaqin led his company and established some more posts,
although severe fighting ensued on the enemy strong resistance. Strong counterattacks were delivered in which the enemy suffered heavy casualties. The
success of the enterprise was almost entirely due to this officer's untiring energy,
courage, initiative and cheerlulness."
Born:
Age:
Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Inverness, Scotland - 3 November 1891
24 years
W.W. Jacks - Fort Augusta, Inverness Shire, Scotland
Presbyterian
Bank Clerk
Single
4years Terr. 4 Cam. Highs.
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JACKSON, M. S. M.,

163197, Pte. A/Sgt. Fred

Meritorious Service Medal
London Gazette .. #31370....03/06/19
His original unit was the

8 and he had also served in the 75%

Born:
Leeds, York, England- 16 November 1894
Age:
20 years
Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Annie Jackson - 61 Burlington St, W., Hamilton, Ontario
Religion;
Church of England
Trade:
Stenographer

Married/Single:

Single

History:

JAMES, M. M., 102592, Cpl. Robert Eustace
Military Medal
London Gazette .... 12/12/17
Born:
Age:
Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Marr ied/Single:
History:

Great Marlow, Bricks, England- 15 October 1885
29 years 11 months
Mrs. R. E. James (Wife)- Hollyburn, West, Vancouver, B. C.
Church of England
Soldier - Salesman

Married - 2 children
3 years 3 months, Transvaal

2 years S. African Constabulary
2 months R.C. F. A.

JAMES, M. I. D., 443506, Cpl. Richard William
Mentioned in Despatches
Cpl. (54" Bn.) London Gazette..#30448....28/12/17

Canada Gazette... .26/01/18

Cpl. R. W. James died of wounds on the 27 of September 1918, age 35. He is buried in Triangle Cemetery, Inchyen-Art ois, France.
Born:
Age:
Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Towyn, North Wales, England- 5 September 1884
30 years 6 months
Mrs. Jerman- Glanatel, Weston, Rhym-?-, England
Wesleyan
Miner
Single
2years V. B. 5"S, W. B.
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JENNINGS. M. M., 3105098, Pte. Pte. (L/Cpl.) Sydney
Military Medal
London Gazett e...14/05/19
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JOLLY, M. M., 161262, L/Cpl. John
Military Medal
London Gazette....LCpl. J. Jolly was killed in action on the
82% Battalion.

9 of April, 1917, age 22. He previously served in the

ki kkj kki i xkt kkkkkkkk kkkk k k kk#¥kk¥%kkkkt kkkkk¥¥kkk¥$kk¥¥k###k¥¥¥ ##%#kt ##

JONES, D. C. M., 220179, Pte. H.
Distinguished Conduct Medal
London Gazette...1918 ..(nothing further known)

******************************************************************************
KAY, M. M., 474228, Pte. Frank
Military Medal
London Gazette....14/05/ l 9
There were two F. Kays serving in the 54 Battalion. This soldier's number is confmed In Hand C Abbink's, M.
M.,. Roll.
#2%k2%%#k$#¢k%k%##t kk±##/ ±kt %¢#¢%±¢%kkk3¢k%%#%k#%¥¥%#42#¥¥k%#k¥%¢#%k¥

KEMBALL, C. B., D. S. O., M. I. D., Lieut.-Col. Arnold Henry Grant
Distinguished Service Order
London Gazette...10/0 l/ 17
Canada Gazette .... l 0/02/ l st
Lieut.-Col. A. H. G. Kemball was killed in action on I5" March 1917, age 56. He is buried at Villers Station
Cemetery, Villers-au-Bois, France.
"For conspicuous gallantry in action. He led his battalion in the attack with
conspicuous success and carried out every task allotted him. He set a splendid
example of courage and good leadership throughout."
Mentioned in Dispatches
Lieut-Col. (Cdn. Inf.) London Gazette #301007....01/06/17
# % k ±¥k ¢ k /k %

Canada Gazette ... 14/05/17
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KEMP, M. M., 443374, Cp;. Frederick
Military Medal
London Gazette .... 09/07 /17
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Cpl. F. Kemp gained the rank of Lieut. And died of wounds on the 2" of September 1918, age 30. He is buried in
Faubourg-D-Amiens Cemetery, Arras, France.

KING, M. M., 761207 Cpl. Lawson Bertrand
Military Medal
London Gazette.... 12/12/17

KLOPP, M. M., 931851, Pte. Alex
Military Medal
London Gazette ....06/08/18

KNOWLES, M. M., 931849 Sgt. T. C.
Military Medal
London Gazette...1 1/05/17

LACELLE, M. M., 802666, Pte. Samuel
Military Medal
London Gazette....16/07 /18
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LANGFORD, M. M., 803215 Cpl. Harvey Benjamin
Military Medal
London Gazette....03/07/19

LATHAM, M. M., 2507385, Pte. John William
Military Medal
London Gazette.... 14/05/1 9

LETSON, M. C., Lieut. Harvey Farnham Germine

Military Cross
London Gazette.... 11/05/17

Canada Gazette...23/06/17

Lieut. Harvey was presented with the Military Cross by the King. The investiture took place on 11/15/17 at
Buckingham Palace. Lieut. Harvey was photographed by the War Records Photographer on the day of the
investiture and the photograph is presently held in the National Archives of Canada.
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"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. Hew showed great courage
and determination in leading his men forward in the face of intense hostile
fire. He was seriously wounded."

LEVY, M. M., 102755 Pre. Benjamin
Military Medal
London Gazette ....13/08/18

LILLEW, D. C. M., 474117, L/Cpl. Percy Frederick

Distinguished Conduct Medal
London Gazette ...11/03/20

Canada Gazette....24/04/20

"For untiring energy and devotion to duty during the period from midnight
16/17th September to 11th November, 1918. He was in charge of battalion
runners and has displayed throughout marked gallantry. During the Bourlon
Wood and Cambrai operations, when most of his section had become

casualties, he worked day and night, keeping up important communication."
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk kkkkk k¥k kkkkkkkkkk.2%¥y.¥k }kk 9kk %k#%k3¥kkt ±kkkk2kk¢kt kk±k¥

LINSAY, M. M., 442421

Sgt. James Orville

Military Medal
London Gazette....20/08/19
kkkkk##kt ##k/ kt ¥kkk¥¢#¢¥k¢? k¢¢kt ¢¢¥¥¥#¢k%¢kk%#kk#kkkkk¥#¢

LOCHHEAD, M. M., 790498

Sgt. J.

Military Medal
London Gazette....14/05/19
k#kk¥k#%¥¥k%kkkkkk¢kk%kk¢%¢%x¢%¢¢i x#kkkk#%kki kt kkt kk#i t #¢3kkkt

LOCKHEAD, M. M., 760408 Sgt. J.

Military Medal
London Gazette...1918 (nothing further known)

LOVATT, M. M., 472951 Pte Joseph Ross
Military Medal
London Gazette....02/ 11/
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Pte. (Later Cpl.) J. R. Lovatt died ofwounds on the 7 ofSeptember 1917, age 20. He is buried in Noeuy-LesMines Communal Cemetery, France.

LUEDTKE, M. M., 472994 Pt William Arthur
Military Medal
London Gazette....24/01/19

LYNN, M. M., 102245 Pte. Norman
Military Medal
London Gazette.... 13/03/19

MacDONALD, M. S. M., 472155 Sgt. Alexander
Meritorious Service Medal
London Gazette No. 3 I 13 2 ....18/01/l 9
Sgt. A. MacDonaid was killed in action on the 27 of September 1918, age 32. He is buried in Quarry Wood
Cemetery, Sains-ies-Marquion, France. War Graves list him as McDonald where all his C. E. F. records have been
amended to MacDonald.
"While on duty at Battalion Headquarters near Bourlon Wood, a splinter from
a enemy shell pierced his brain and killed him instantly."

MAJOR, M. C., Lieut Harry Nonnan
Military Cross
London Gazette....30/07/19

Canada Gazette....20/09/19

Lieut. H. N. Major was presented with the Military Cross by the King on 15/05/19. The investiture took place in the
quadrangle ofBuckingham Palace.
"For great gallantry and initiative as intelligence officer at Cambrai on September
27, 1918, and succeeding days. He went out many times on his own initiative
under heavy fire and brought back very correct and full information. Twice
during the operations he successfully guided the battalion in the dark to assemble
points."
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MANTLE, D. C. M., 102298, C. S. M. Frank Ewart
Distinguished Conduct Medal
London Gazette.., .21 / l 0/18

Canada Gazette....30/1 l/18
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"For conspicuous gallantry and devoted to duty. When an outpost received a
direct hit during heavy enemy bombardment, he left his trench and went through
rifle and machine-gun fire to the outpost He brought in three wounded men,
all of whom had been seriously injured, thereby probably saving their lives. He
showed fine determination and devotion to duty."

******************************************************************************
MARCROFT, M. M., 127199 L/Cpl. Walter Thomas

Military Medal
London Gazette....02/04/18

MARKWICK, M. I. D., 102908 Cpl Nathaniel James
Mentioned in Dispatches
Cpl. (54" Bn.) London Gazette #3 1448....08/07/19

MARTELLO, M. M., 688023 Pe. Frank

Military Medal for Good Service - Copper (Portugal)
Pte (54 Bn.) London Gazette....08/03/20

McARTHUR, M. M., 226888

Canada Gazette....03/04/20

Pte. (L/Cpl) Malcolm

Military Medal
London Gazette....14/05/19
Beaverton, Ontario -= 13 October 1890
26years 8 months
Present Address: Melbourne Hotel, Dundas, Ontario
N. 0. K.:
Malcolm McArthur (Father) - Beaverton, Ontario
Religion:
Presbyterian
Born:
Age:

Trade:

Baker

Married/Single: Single
History:

McBIRNIE, M. C., Lieut. Robert Charles

Military Cross
London Gazette....10/12/19

Canada Gazette ....17/01/20

"For conspicuous gallantry and fine leadership from 1 to 3 November 1918,
near Valeciennes. He led a patrol under heavy fire, into a village, and captured
the garrison on making a further advance possible. He also made a personal
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reconnaissance for road mines, locating several and at great risk disconnected
them, thereby having saving many casualties to the troops following, as well
as preserving the road for traffic. His daring leadership was without doubt
responsible for the rapid advance at this point."

MCCAFFERY, M. I. D., 443292

Sgt. David

Mentioned in Dispatches
Sgt (54 Bn.) London Gazette #30107....01/06/17

Canada Gazette.... 14/07 /17

Born:
Lochiel Tp. Glengary Co., Ontario - 15 August 1882
Age:
33 years
Present Address:
N. O.K:
Mrs. David McCaffery - Harlem, Montana, U. S. A.
Religion:
Presbyterian
Trade:
Carpenter
Married/Single: Marr ied
History:
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McCURDY, M. M., 687443 Cpl. Daniel George
Military Medal
London Gazette... 14/0519
Cpl. D. G. McCurdy was killed in action on the 30 of September, 1918, age 30. He is buried in Camtimpre
Canadian Cemetery, Sailly, France. He had previously served in the 172nd Battalion
Born: ?-,B.C.- 3February 1888
Age:
27 years
Present Address: Princeton, B. C.
N. 0. K.:
Daniel McCurdy (Father)-----?---·-, B. C.
Religion:
Methodist
Trade:
Rancher
Married/Single: Single
Trade:
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McDIARMAID, M. C., M. I. D., Capt. (A/Maj.) Benjamin
Military Medal

London Gazette....01/02/19

Canada Gazette....03/05/19

Major B. McDiarmaid was killed in action on the 30" of September, 1918, Age 29. He is buried in Cantimpre
Cemetery, Sailly, France.
"On 2" September, 1918, in the battle on the Arras front, for most gallantry and
devotion to duty. Wh en the attack was delayed he went out under heavy
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machine gunfire and established liaison with the battalions on the right and
left, making several trips, on one of which his runner was killed, thus
enabling his commanding officer to co-ordinate the attack. He never faltered
in his duty, and it was undoubtedly in a great measure due to his gallant
conduct that the attack was successful."
Mentioned in Dispatches
A/Maj. (54 Bn.) London Gazette #30706....28/05/18

Canada Gazette....06/07/18
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McDOUGALD, M. M., 772575 Pte Fred Hara
Military Medal
London Gazette../..14/05/19
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McFARLANE, M. I. D., 160987, Pte. Percy Ernest
Mentioned in Dispatches
Pte. (Cdn. Inf.) London Gazette #30170....01/06/17

Canada Gazette.... 14/07 / 17
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McGOVERN, M. M., 44253 l

ki
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Sgt. Andrew Brownlie

Military Medal
London Gazette....03/07/19
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McLANDERS, M. C., M. I. D., Capt. Truman Spurgeon
Military Cross
London Gazette .... 1919 (nothing further known)
Mentioned in Dispatches
London Gazette (nothing further known)

MCLEAN, D. C. M., 688302 Pte George
Distinguished Conduct Medal
London Gazette.... 16/08/17

Canada Gazette ....13/10/17

"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty when dealing with the
enemy snipers. Singlehanded he captured nineteen prisoners and later
when attacked by five more prisoners, who attempted to reach a machine
gun, he was able although wounded, to dispose of them unaided, thus
saving a large number of casualties."
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Private George McLean was an experienced soldier and rancher from the Head of the Lake Band in the Okanagan
district of British Columbia. He served with the Canadian Mounted Rifles during the S. A. (Or Boer) War at the turn
of the century.
George McLean enlisted in Vernon, B. C. in October 1916. (In B. C. The Head of the Lake Band saw every single
man between the ages of20 and 35 volunteer). He sailed for Great Britain almost immediately. He was in France
with the 54"" Battalion in December.
In April 1917, during the Battle of Vimy Ridge, McLean launched a daring solo attack on a group of enemy soldiers.
He was armed with about a dozen Mills bombs- small grenades nicknamed ''pineapple", which exploded violently.
During the action, McLean was shot in the arm by a medical treatment. He returned home to British Columbia.
Where he had a career as a fireman in the Vancouver region. He died in 1934.
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MLEESE, M. M., 443293 Pte. John James
Military Medal
London Gazett e....1917 (nothing further known)

McLEOD, M. M., 443570 Pte. Malcolm
Military Medal
London Gazette....09/07/17
Pte. McLeod died of wounds on the 21 ofNovember 1917, age 39. He is buried in Lijssenthoek Military Cemetery,
Poperinghe, Belgium.
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McQUARRI E, M. C., M. I. D., Capt. Donald Archibald
Military Cross
London Gazette....26/07/1 8

Canada Gazette....3 1/08/18

Capt. D. A. McQuarrie was killed in action on the 30 of September 1918, age 23. He is buried at Cantimpre
Canadian Cemetery, Sally, France.
"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He led a successful raid on the
enemy's line, capturing two prisoner and inflecting many casualties. In a latter raid he
obtained some required identification and notwithstanding the fact that he was
wounded by the first bomb, brought his party back with very few casualties."
Mentioned in Dispatches
Lieut. (54 Bn.) London Gazette #29890....04/01/17

Canada Gazette....10/02/17
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MELROSE, M. M., 442593

Pte. Andrew Paterson

Military Medal
London Gazette....19/02/17
Pte. Melrose was killed in action on the
Cemetery, Neuville St. Vaast, Belgium.

19 of April 1917, age 37. He is buried in Givenchy Rd. Canadian

±%%%k¥%kk%kk¥kkkkkkkk kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkjkkk k # k k % k 4k kk kik k kk3k#kkkk kkk kxk

MIDDLETON, M. M., 442427

Sgt. Thomas

Military Medal
London Gazette ...19/02/17
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MILLER, M. I. D., 443277 Pte. George
Military Medal
Cpl. (54 Bn.) London Gazette #31448....08/07/19
Pte. (B. C. R.) London #30448 ... .28/12/l 7

Canada Gazette.....26/01/18

MILLER, M. Of St. Geo. (Russian) 687091 Pte. John
Medal of St. George
Nothing further known.
Pte. J. Miller is in the battalion's Honours and Awards section as having received an unspecified Russian award. He
is not found with the three other Kootenay battalion soldiers listed, as having received the Cross of Str. George.
Therefore it is presumably a Medal of St. George.
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MIL WARD, M. S. M, 443839 Sgt. Edward B.
Meritorious Service Medal
London Gazette .....1917 (nothing further known)
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MITCHEL, M. M., 760278 Pte. Leonard Alfred
Military Medal
London Gazette....03/07 /l 9
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MONTGOMERY, M. M., (Bar) 688001, Pte. Charles Roy
Military Medal
London Gazette .... 24/01/ l 9
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M. M. 2 award Bar
London Gazette....14/05/19
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MOORE, M. C., Lieut. Alfred George
Military Cross
London Gazette....30/07/17

Canada Gazette....20/09/19

"For great gallantry and initiative at Cambrai on September 27nd, 1918, and
succeeding days. As signal officer of the battalion he established and kept
connected during the whole of the operation between forward companies and
Battalion Headquarter, going out several times in the face of very heavy barrage
and laying wir e and assisting his men in repairing breaks. Later, on the adjutant
being wounded, he took over the duties and ably performed them. He wondered
excellent service."

******************************************************************************
MORGAN, M. S. M., 443522, Sgt. Henry Vanault
Meritorious Service Medal
London Gazette ...1918 (nothing further know)
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MORGAN, M. M., 690371

L/Sgt. Raderick Craig

Military Medal
London Gazette....03/07/19
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MOUN TER, M. M., 646146 Cpl. Ernest
Military Medal
London Gazette....09/07/17

MUIR, M. M., 443724 Pte. William
Military Medal
London Gazette....09/12/16
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NAHU, M. M.,

760533

Pte. Ralph

Military Medal
London Gazette....03/07/19
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NAPPER, M. C., Lieut. Henry George
Military Medal
London Gazette....10/01/17

Canada Gazette....10/02/17

The Battalion history gives his rank as Capt. The National Archives of Canada gives his rank as Major.
"For conspicuous gallantry in action. He displayed great courage and devotion
of duty in carrying a wounded officer four hundred yards across the open under
heavy fire."

******************************************************************************
NEARY, M. M., 760183

Sgt. Charles Augustus

Military Medal
London Gazette...13/03/19
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NEILSON, M. M., 160271
Military Medal
London Gazette...13/11/18

Sgt, Knud

NELSON, M. M., 4424553

Pte. Frederick William

Military Medal
London Gazette....13/03/19
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NICHOLSON, M. C., Capt. (A/Maj.) George Willis
Military Cross
London Gazette....0 l/0 I /18

Canada Gazette....26/01/18

Major G. Nicholson was presented with the Military Cross by the King. The investiture took place on 19/10/18 at
Buckingham Palace. Major Nicholson was photographed by the War Records Photographer on the day of the
investiture, and the photograph is presently held in the photographic collection at the National Archives of Canada.
New Years award; 1918 no citation.
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OKEEFE, M. M., 645045 Pte. Jack
O'KEEFE, Ammon Garfield (A. K. A.)
Military Medal
London Gazette....(nothing further known)
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OMALLEY, M. M., 443063 Pe. Charles
Military Medal
London Gazette .... 13/03/18

ORR, M. C., Lieut. John Percy
Military Cross
London Gazette... 16/09/ 18
Lieut. Orr died of wounds on the
officer's courage and resources.

Canada Gazette....09/1 1/18

8" of December 1918, age 22. The success attained was entirely due to this

PARSON, M. C., Lieut. Alfred Medley
Military Cross
London Gazette....16/08/17

Canada Gazette....13/10/17

"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. When all senior officers
had become casuaJties he carried out in spite of heavy frre the consolidation
of the line by the battalion after an attack."

******************************************************************************
PARTRIDGE, M. M.,

102071

Pe William Gordon

Military Medal
London Gazette, ...24/01/19

PEAT, M. I. D. Capt. Oswald David
Mentioned in Dispatches
Capt. (54 Bn.) London Gazette #31448....08/07 /l 9

PENKETH, M. M., 443634 Cpl. Harry James
MiHtary Medal
London Gazette.... 19/02/17

PERRETT, M. M., 472520 Sgt. Edward Charles
Military Medal
London Gazette ....11/05/17
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PERRIN, M. M., 772675 Pte Harold
Military Medal
London Gazette....03/07/19
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PETER, D. C. M., 687212 PTE. James
Distinguished Conduct Medal
London Gazette....03/09/18

Canada Gazette.... 19/10/18

Pte. J. Peters died of wounds on the 2nrl of September 1918, age 19. He is buried in Vis-en-Arrois British Cemetery,
Haucourt, France.
"For gallantry and devotion to duty. He displayed courage and judgement in
two night raids on the enemy trenches. The first night he entered the trench
with another man who was wounded at once. He continued his exploration
and the next night he guided a raiding party which gained it's objective,
killing two of the enemy himself."
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PILGRIM, M. M., 472983

Pe. (L/Cpl.) William Herbert

Military Medal
London Gazette....13/03/19

******************************************************************************
PRATT, M. M.,

442466 Cpl. William

Military Medal
London Gazette....12/12/17
k#kkk%9#%¥kk±±k/ 3kk%k$$kk$kt $k¥#kk¢$k#¥k¥¢k#¥k#¥k¥%k42kk±kkk/ ¥%k¥¥k%#k%k$k¥kkkk

PRESTON, M. C., Lieut. Harold Brant
Military Cross
London Gazette.....0 1/02/19

Canada Gazette....03/05/19

Lieut., H. B. Preston was killed in action on the 27 of September 1918. He is buried at Bourlon Wood Cemetery,
France.
"On 2" September 1918 in the Battle of the Arras front for courage and
good leadership. All the officers in his company having become casualties
he took command, reorganized it and successfully led it in attack, capturing
the sunken road at the point of the bayonet. This was not one of the company's
tasks but seeing that the company in front was held up and unable to get
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forward, causing a check to the whole line, he immediately grasped the
situation and made his dispositions accordingly."
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PRESTON, M. I. D., Lieut. R. H.
Mentioned in dispatches
Lieut. (B. C. R.) London Gazette #30448....28/12/17

Canada Gazette....26/01/18
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PRICE, M. C., Lieut. Peter
Military Cross
London Gazette.... 10/12/19

Canada Gazette....17/0l /20

Lieut. P. Price was presented with the Military Cross by the King on 22/05/ l 9. The investiture took place in the
quadrangle of Buckingham Palace.
"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty from 3" to 5" November
1918, near V alenciennes, while in charge of an advance patrol and six men.
Finding that the advance of his patrol was being held up by a strong enemy
post at cross roads, he rushed forward at the head of his patrol, in broad
daylight and under terrific machine-gun fire, capturing the position, and in
addition inflicted many casualties, capturing twenty-eight prisoners two
trench mortars, and two machine guns. The clearing up of this post enabled
the battalion to continue it's advance."

PRICE, M. M., 225398

Pte. Robert James

Military Medal
London Gazette....24/01/19

Canada Gazette....03/05/19

Lieut. R. W. F. Price was killed in action on the 27 of September 1918. He is buried at Bourlon Wood Cemetery,
France.
"For gallant conduct during the attack on the Drocourt-Queant line, 3rd/4th
September 1918. He carried out two daring daylight reconnaissance on the
bridges spanning the Canal du Nord. These reconnaissances were made in
the face of heavy hostile fire, but by his courage and skill he was enabled to
secure information of vital importance as to the situation. He remained at
this dangerous task till it was fully accomplished."
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PROCOPCHUK, M. M., Cr. Of St. Geo. (Russian) 219385 Pte Merci
Military Medal
London Gazette...(nothing further known)
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Cross of the Order of St. George - 4" Class
Pte. (Inf.) London Gazette....14/01/18
Canada Gazette....09/02/18

*************************************************************************************************
RACHO, M. M., 1003682 Sgt. Milton
Military Medal
London Gazette....03/07/19
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RAMSAY, M. C., Lieut. Robert Alexander Malcolm Douglas
Military Cross
London Gazette....14/l 1/16

Canada Gazette....23/12/16

"For conspicuous gallantry when leading a raid. He shot several of the enemy
with his revolver. He was the last to return and carried back a wounded officer
until he was himself seriously wounded by a bomb.
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RAPHAEL, M. C., M. I. D., Capt. Frank Mackay
Military Cross
London Gazette .... 1919 (nothing further known)
Mentioned in Dispatches
Capt. (54 Bn.) London Gazette #3 1448....08/07/19

REAVILL, M. M., 760819 Sgt. Arthur James
Military Medal
London Gazette ....09/07 / l 7

******************************************************************************
RICHARDSON, M. I. D., Capt. L. M.
Mention in Dispatches
Q. M. & H. Capt. (54 Bn. London Gazette #31089 ... .27/12/18 Canada Gazette...08/02/19

RIDELL, Cr. Of St. Geo. (Russia) 688180 Pte. Forrest Ellingworth
Cross of the Order of St. George - 4 Class
Pte. (Inf.) London Gazette ... 14/01/18
Canada Gazette....09/02/18
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RIDDELL, M. I. D., Sgt. William Gillespie
Mentioned in Dispatches
Sgt. (54 Bn.) London Gazette #31089....27/12/18

Canada Gazette....08/02/19

ROBERT, M. M., 126047 Pte. Harold Venn
Military Medal
London Gazette....1 9/02/1 7
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ROCHESTER, M. C., Capt. George Harvey
Military Cross
London Gazette....02/12/18

Canada Gazette....18/01/19

Capt. G. H. Rochester died of wounds on the 28" of September 1918, age 24. He is buried at Boialeux-Au-Mount
Communal Cemetery, France.
"For conspicuous gallantry and resource in leading his platoon, which was on
the extreme right of the corps attack. He worked his men forward section by
section in face of heavy fire for several hundred yards, personally that every
advantage was taken cover. He then led the final rush, capturing the front and
three machine guns. The manner in which he handled the advance showing a
total disregard of danger himself, saved many casualties."
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ROOKE, M. M., 931407 Pte. George Tilskey
Military Medal
London Gazette....13/03/18
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ROSS, M. C., Lieut. William Malcolm
Military Cross
London Gazette ....01/01/18

Canada Gazette...26/01/18

Lieut. W. M. Ross was presented with the Military Cross by the King. The investiture took place on 13/12/18 at
Buckingham Palace.
New Years award; 1918. No citation.
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ROSS, M. M., 442767 Sgt. William W.
Military Medal
London Gazette....12/12/17
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RUSHTON, M. M., 443911 Pte. Frank
Military Medal
London Gazette... 19/02/17
Attained the rank of L Cpt
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SACKVILLE, M. M., 645287 Cpl. (L/Sgt.) Spencer Herbert W.
Military Medal
London Gazette .... 11/12/18
L/Sgt. S. H. W. Sackville was killed in action on the 8 of August 1918, age 31. He is buried in Beaucourt British
Cemetery, Beaucourt-en-Santerre, France. He had previously served in the 158" battalion.

Born:

Cannington, Ontario - 29 July 1887

Age:

29 years

1 month

Present Address: 1259 Robson St,. Vancouver. B. C.
N. 0. K.:
Religion:
Trade:

J. Sackville (Father)- Cannington, Ontario

Methodist
Engineer
Married/Single: Single
History:

SAVAGE, M. M., 442528 Cpl. William George

Military Medal
London Gazette....19/02/17
Cpl. W. G. Savage gained the rank of Sgt.

SAVIDENT, M. M., 706748 Col. Erest
Military Medal
London Gazette....03/07/19
Cpl. E. Savident gained the rank of Sgt.

SCHMEHL, M. C., 442778
Military Cross
London Gazette....11/05/17

C. S. M. Walter Titus

Canada Gazette ....23/06/17

"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. He rendered invaluable
assistance to his Company Commander and set a magnificent example
throughout the operation. He was severely wounded."
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Born:
Age:

Fleetwood Birk Co., Penn., U. S. A.
35 years 5 months

Present Address:
N.O. K.:

Llewellyn Schmeht - Bethleham, Penn., U. S. A.

Religion:

Lutheran

Trade:

Forester

Married/Single: Single
History:
4 yrs. U. S. Army

SCOTT, M. M., 645880 Cpl. (Sgt.) John Alexander
Military Medal
London Gazette....12/12/ l 7
Greenan, Co. Antrim, Ireland - I November 1886
29 years
Present Addres s: 1036 Hastings St. E., Vancouver, B. C,
N. O.K.;
Lena Bull Scott (Wife) - 1036 Hastings St., E., Vancouver, B. C.
Born:
Age:

Religion:

Presbyterian

Trade:

City Fireman

Married/Single:

Married

History:

SEAMAN, M. C., Capt. Charles Hamilton
Military Cross
London Gazette....10/12/19

Canada Gazette....17/01/20

Capt. C.H. Seaman was presented with the Military Cross by the King on 15/05/19. The investiture took place in
the quadrangle of Buckingham Palace.
In the battle of Cambrai on the 27 of September, 1918 and succeeding days,
for great courage and initiative. He led his company to the attack, and under
heavy fire attained his objective, rushing the enemy positions after being
wounded. In the attack of the 30 of September and 1of October, he again
did good work in formin g a defensive flank with his company against enemy
counter-attack."
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SERLES, M. M., 527782 Pte. Hugh Roy
Military Medal
London Gazette.... 14/05/19
Born:
Age:
Present Address:
N.O.K.:

Waterford, Ontario - 9 May 1897

18 years IO months
70 Barker St., Niagra Falls, Ontario
Maud Serles (Mother) - 79 Barker St., Niagra Falls, Ontario
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Religion:
Methodist
Trade:
Student
Married/Single: Single
History:
C. 0. T. C. 6 months Private

SHAW, M. M., M. I. D., C. De G. (France) 442479 Sgt. Alfred
Military Medal
London Gazette....14/05/19
Mentioned in Dispatches
Pte. (Can. Inf.) London Gazette #30107....01/06/17
Croix De Gurre (France)
Sgt. (B. C.R.) London Gazette....17/08/18
Born:
Age:
Present Address:
N.0.K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Canada Gazette.... 14/07117

Canada Gazette....21/09/18

Sanboch, Cheshire, England - I9 August 1888
27 years 2 months
Miss Jessie Shaw
Baptist
Labourer
Single

SHECK, D. C. M., 474104 Pte. (L/Sgt.) Frederick Bradford
Distinguished Conduct Medal
London Gazette....16/08/17

Canada Gazette....13/0 l /17

L/Sgt. F. B. Sheck was killed in action on 15 ofNovember 1917, age 24. He is commemorated on the Menin Gate
Memorial, Belgium.
"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. Although all ofhis platoon,
with one exception, were killed or wounded, he kept a Lewis gun in action in
the face oflarge numbers ofenemy, until a line in the rear was consolidated."
Bor:
Age:
Present Address:
N. O.K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Portland, Maine, U. S. A.
22years
Perdue, Sask.
Arthur C. Sheck (Father) - Box 101, Perdue, Ontario
Methodist
Elevator man
Single
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SHEEHAN, M. M., (Bar), 443761 Pt Andrew
Military Medal
London Gazette ....19/02/17
Military Medal 2" award Bar
London Gazette....24/01/19
Pte. A. Sheehan held the rank of Cpl. At the time of his being awarded the Bar to the
Military Medal. Cpl. Sheehan was killed in action on the 18 of August 1918, 35.
He is buried in Villers-Bretonneux Military Cemetery, Fouilloy, France.
Born:
Mallow County, Cork, Ireland - 13 May 1883
Age:
32 years
Present Address:
N. O.K.:
Andrew Sheehan (Father) - Mallow County, Cork, Ireland

Religion:

Roman Catholic

Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Cement Finisher
Single
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SHELFORD, M. M., 707221

C. S. M. Arthur

Military Medal
London Gazette....13/03/19
Born:
Wistaua, B. C. - 29 July 1885
Age:
30 years 1 months
Present Address: Wistaua, B. C.
N.O.K.:
Charles Shelford (Father) - -----?-----England
Religion:
Church of England
Fann er
Trade:
Single
Marr ied/Single:
History:
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SMITH , M. C., Capt. Frank Davidson
Military Cross
London Gazette....02/12/18

Canada Gazette ....18/01/19

Lieut. Frank Smith was presented with the Military Cross by the King. The investiture took place in the quadrangle
of Buckingham Palace.
"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. This officer was in comm and
of a reserve company during an attack, when the whole battalion was held up by
a machine-gun post in a wood. Being ordered to clear this out, he dispersed his
platoons and personally led the assault under withering fire. Having successfully
completed this operation, he reorganized his compan y and attacked another post
further on, capturing six more machine-guns, as well as many prisoner, although
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shot in the back by one ofthe prisoners, he carried on until the company was
ready against a counter-attack."
Evert City, Osceloa County, Michigan, U.S. A.- I5 August 1891
Born:
Age:
24years
Presen t Address:
Mrs. L. M. Tobias -37 Dawson St., Dublin, Ireland
N.O.K.:
Religion:
Church of England
Bank Clerk
Trade:
Married/Single: Single
History:
107 S. K. Regiment

SNE LSON, M. S. M., 219301

Sgt. Robert

Meritorious Service Medal
London Gazette....I 917 (nothing furt her known)
Born:
Age:
Pre sent Address:
N.O. K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Manchester, Lanc., England - 20 July 1880
35 years l months
Leah Snelson (Wife) - 30 Murray St., Brockville, Ontario
Church of England
Clerk
Married

One year 41Regt. 2years English Volunteers

SOLIE, M. M., (Bar) 472973 Cp1. (Sgt.) Myron Reid
Military Medal
London Gazette....18/07 /l 7
Military Medal

2 award Bar

London Gazette.... l 2/12/ 17

Born:

Hickman, Kentucky, U.S. A. - 15 January 1897

19 years
Age:
Present Address: Megee, Sask.
Nathias O. Solie (Father) - Megee, Sask.
N.O.K.:
Methodist
Religion:
Farmer
Trade:
Single
Married/Single:
History:
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SOPHE R, M. M., 1004207 Pte. Benjamin

Military Medal
London Gazett e....03/07/19
Born:
Age:
Present Address:
N. O. K.:
Religion:
Trade:
Married/Single:
History:

Gravenhurst, Ontario - 8 February 1896
21 Years
Perry Sound, Ontario
George Sopher (Father) - Big Wood, Ontario
Presbyterian
Labourer
Single

SOUTH, M. M., 127395 Cpl. William Henry
Military Medal
London Gazette.....(nothing further known)
Born:
Age:
Present Address:
N. O. K:

Orangeville, Dufferin County, Ontario - 5 December 1889
25 years 10 months
Cami)a, Ontario
Mr. Robert South (Father) - Camilla, Ontario

Religion:

Church of England

Trade:

Lineman

Married/Single;

Single

History:

STEVENS, M.. M., 307679 L/Cpl. Charlie
Military Medal
London Gazette .... 11/05/17
Born:

Massagaweya, Tp., Ontario - 25 July 1895

Age:

20 years 5 months

Present Address: R. R. #1, Moffat, Ontario
Mrs. Elizabeth M. Stevens (Mother)- R.R. #l, Moffat, Ontario
Religion:
Methodist
Trade:
Farm er

N.O.K.:

Married/Single:

Single

History:

100

STEWART, M. M., 1027130 CpL Robert Edward
Military Meda!
London Gazette.... 13/03/19

STRUDWICK, C. De G., (Belgium) 102140 Sgt. James
Croix De Gurre, (Belgium)
Sgt. (Inf.) London Gazette.... 12/07/18

Born:
Age:

Canada Gazette....17/08/19

Surrey, England - 5 July 1890
25 years 2 months

Present Address:
N.O.K.:
Annie Strudwick - Rockford P. 0., Surrey, England
Religion:
Church of England
Crane Man
Trade:
Single
Married/Single:

History:
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TAYLOR, M. M., 693221, Cpl. (L/Sgt.) James Stanley
Military Medal
London Gazette....03/07/19

TAYL ORSON, M. M., 442502, Sgt. Alfred
Military Medal
London Gazette....19/02/17

TELFORD, M. S. M., 443143, R. Q. M. S. Robert
Meritorious Service Medal
London Gazette....1918 (Nothing furt her known)

THOMAS, M. I. D., Lieut. D. O.
Mentioned in Dispatches
Lieut. (B. C. R.) London Gazette i30448....28/12/17

Canada Gazette .... 26/01/18
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TOBIAS, M. C., Lieut. William Verner
Military Cross

London Gazette....30/07/19

Canada....20/09/19

Lieut. W. V. Tobias was presented with the Military Cross from the King 0n 22/03/19. The investiture took place at
Buckingham Palace.
"For conspicuous gallantry and good leadership at Cambrai on September
27, 1918. He led his company to the attack on the northern edge of Bourlon
Wood, and in spite of stiff resistance succeeded in gaining his objective. The
enemy machine guns were holding up the attack, and he immediately
commenced an encirding movement, working round the flanks and taking the
enemy from the flank. By his sound judgement he closed up a difficult situation."

TOM, C. De. G., (Belgium) 440044, R. S. M. William John
Croix De Gurre, {Belgium)
R. S. M. (If.) London gazette.... 12/07/18

Canada Gazette....17/08/18

R. S.M. W. J. Tom gained the rank oflieut.

TUCKER, M. M., 646062, Pte. Charles
Military Medal

London Gazette....03/13/19
Pe. C. Tucker rose to the rank ofCpl.

TYLER, M. M., 707179 Sgt. William
Military Medal
London Gazette....03/07/19

UTHOFF, M. M., 442503, Pte. Pte. Edward Joseph
Military Medal

London Gazette...12/12/17
Pte. E. J. Uthoffattained the rank ofLieut.

VANDERMEECHE, M. M., 687256, Pte. (A/Cpl.) Prosper
Military Medal
London Gazette....24/01/19
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VENN, M. M., 706775, Pte. Robert Thomas
Military Medal
London Gazette....13/03/19

VERITY, M. C., Lieut. Morley Fountain
Military Cross
London Gazette....02/12/18

Canada Gazette......18/0 1/19

The battalion history shows him as Captain. The National Archives of Canada shows his rank as Major.
"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. This officer led his platoon
to the attack against opposition, which caused many casualties. In spite of this,
he drove the enemy back, capturing a machine gun and a supply of bombs. He
then organ ized his new posts, which he held against five determined counterattacks. It was undoubtedly due to his leadership that the position was
successfully taken and held."

WALDIE, M. I. D., 442592 L/Cpl. James
Mentioned in Dispatches
L/Cpl. (Cdn. Inf.) London Gazette #30107....01/06/17

Canada Gazette....14/07/17

WALLACE, M. C., Matthew Maurice
Military Cross
London Gazette... .15/10/18

Canada Gazette....16/1 1/18

Lieut. M. M. Wallace was killed in action on 2" of September, 1918, age 25. He is buried at the Dury Mill
Cemetery, France.

"Te was in command of a patrol of si proceeding to reconnoitre the enemy
wire, when they encountered a hostile patrol of thirty strong in three groups.
Lt. Wallace instantly disposed of his small party with great skill, and waited
till one of the groups were within easy bombing distance. Then shouted as if
in command of large numbers, he and his small party attacked the enemy with
bombs and revolvers. This daring behaviour had the desired effect, and the
whole enemy party fled in disorder and demoralization leaving a wounded
prisoner in their hands. Lt. Wallace's party had no casualties. The success of
this brilliant little exploit was largely due to the dash and initiative displayed
by him."
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WARNER, M. M., 441795 Pe. James Garfield
Military Medal
London Gazette....I 1/05/17

WATTS, M. M., 464083 Sgt. William

Military Medal
London Gazzette.... 14/05/19
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WEBB, M. M., 442815 Pte. (L/Cpl.) Alfred Reeves
Military Medal
London Gazette....14/05/19

WHITTINGTON, M. M, 1075122

Pte. RichardP.

Military Medal
London Gazette.... 12/12/17

WILCOCK, M. M., 474068

Sgt. C.

Military Medal
London Gazette...12/12/17

WILLIAMS, M. S. M., 457320

Sgt. Gamet Kyle

Meritorious Service Medal
London....1919 (nothing further known)

WILLIAMSON, C. De G. (Belgium) 707086 Pte. Herbert
Croix: De Guerre (Belgium)
Pte. (B. C.R.) London Gazette....05/04/19

Canada Gazette....24/05/19

WILLIAMSON, M. M., 1000758 Cpl. Norman
Military Medal
London Gazette.... 14/05/ 19
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Cpl. N. Williamson rose to the rank ofSgt.

WILSON, M. M., 1003807 Pte. James
Military Medal

London Gazette....13/03/18

WILSON, M.C., Capt. Robert Giles
Military Cross

London Gazette....18/03/18
Capt. R. G. Wilson was presented with the Military Cross by the King. The investiture took place on 15/05/19 in the
quadrangle ofBuckingham Palace.
"For conspicuous gallantry and devotion to duty. This officer, having established
three outposts, advanced from one ofthese on a house known to be occupied by the
enemy. One of the party was wounded on reaching the house, and he, with the aid

of one man, carrying the wounded man back for sixty yards, being bombed throughout
by the enemy. Later on several occasions, this officer was in charge of fighting patrols,
establishing posts an blocks in trenches, which have remained firm against heavy
counter-attacks. His courage and leadership greatly contributed to the success ofthe
operations."

WOODRUFF, M. S. M., 443591

Cpl. Richard Thomas

Meritorious Service Medal
London Gazette....1919 (nothing further known)

WRIGHT, M. M., 474148

Cpl. Frank Ferguson

Military Medal

London Gazette....24/01/19

YOUNG, M. M., 490957 Pte. James Wilson
Military Medal
London....03/07/19
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ZETTERGREEN, M. M., 464424

Pte. Andrew Gustof

Military Medal
London Gazette....09/07/17
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Saturday, April 17, 1915

COL. W. M. DAVIS TO
LEAD NEW BATTALION
Commander For KootenayBoundary Regiment.
Colonel W. Mahlon Davis of Vancouver has been appointed to the new Kootenay-Boundary regiment which will
shortly be enlisted as the 54" Battalion. W. Mahlon Davis was bor in 1857 and graduated from the Royal Military
College, Kingston, min 1880. He was made a colonel in 1908 and placed on the retired list in 1910.
Col. Davis will shortly comm ence organ izing his staff of officers, which will be drawn from the interior points as far
as possible, and it is also expected that recruiting for the new battalion will start in a few days. Recruits will be
called for at all points in the Kootenay-Boundary district and preliminary training will take place at the headquarte rs
of the several units, which will be located at Gran Forks, Nelson, Cranbrook, Ferie, and Revelstoke. Double
companies, numbering about 225 men, will probably be recruited at Grand Forks, Nelson and possibly some of the
other points.
At present the only unit in active service in the district is located at Grand Forks, being comma nded by Capt Kirk,
who is next in seniority to Col Mackay ofFemie. The local unit is now at full strength and is under canvas along the
river south of the city. The camp presents quite a military appearance with the dozen or more tents lined up, the
grounds cleared and the camp now illuminated with electric lights.

Saturday, May 15, 1915

RECRUITING NOW
ON FOR THE 540
Col. Davis, Commander, was
A Visitor.

Lieut.-Col. Davis, the officer commanding the new 54" Kootenay-Boundary battalion of the Canadian Expeditionary
force, was a visitor in Grand Forks Monday, arranging with Capt. Kirk for recruiting here for this entire district The
present force of 60 will be raised, if possible, to 200, and Capt Kirk has already sent out formal notices throughout
the Boundary and Kettle River sections.
Recruiting has already started, and the men are expected to be here for a couple of months. The recruiting office will
be open daily from 9 to 5, examinations being made by Dr. Tompeett, lieutenant in the Army Medical Corps. Pay
starts immediately on enrollment, being $1.50 and board for privates and $20 a month separation allowance for
married men. Men will not be accepted who have Jost more than teeth, and married men must have certificate of
approval of their wives.
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While here Col. Davis was motored over the valley and sites suitable for a general mobilization camp for the entire
battalion of4,000 men were shown him, though he disclaimed authority in that matter. It is understood that the coast
authorities are looking favorably on a site near Vernon.

Saturday, May 22, 1915

63 names now on
Local roll of 54 th
List of men Who Have Enlisted
In Grand Forks.
Since recruiting began here for the 54 battalion, a week ago, a total of63 men have been sworn in, including the
members ofthe Grand Forks Sharpshooters
t he latter being now a thing ofthe past. This week Captain Kirk made
a trip to Phoenix and Greenwood for recruits. Orders have been received. to prepare for moving to the new camp at
Vernon , but no date for the departure has been set.
Following is the list ofthose thus far enlisting in Grand Forks with the 54" battalion, with residence, trade or calling
and previous experience, ifaby.
Capt. S. G. Kirk, Grand Forks, jeweller, 27 years in Territorials, long service medal.
Lieut. D. A. McQuarriue, Nelson, civil engineer.
Col. Sergt. P. Barker, Grand Forks, smelterman, 7 years Highland Light Infantry and 7 years with Royal
Horse Artillery as sergeant.
Sergt. F. W Holbrook, Grand Forks, lumber grader.
Sergt. John Gibson, Grand Forks, blacksmith; 12 years with King's Royal Rifles as bugler.
Sergt. F, Brower, Grand Forks, fireman.
Corporal A. C. Ecklund, Gr. Forks, machinist.
Corpl. L. A. McMillan, Nelson. Surveyor, one year Sixth D. C. O. R., Vancouver.
Corpl. W. H. Erby, Gr. Forks, fireman, 4 years Second East Surreys as bugler and 2 years Second
R. M. R., Nelson, as bugler.
Corpl. A. E. Ranmark, Nelson, ranger.
Lance Corpl. K. E. Wilkinson, Nelson, civil engineer, 3 years 108" Regiment, Victoria.
J. 0. S. Olson, Grand Forks, tailor.
Albert Beer, Grand Forks, locomotive engineer.
Timothy Sallis, Grand Forks.
Robert H. Geddis, Grand Forks, telegraph operator.
R. S. Neil, Phoenix, cook.
George Masrie, Greenwood, fireman.
Percy F. Poulton, Phoenix, miner.
William A. Curran, Nelson, newspaperman.
Telemekos Ritchie, Nelson, naval, fireman.
E.T. Dallen, Nelson, miner.
Charles Sandison, Nelson, chauffeur, three years Scottish Horse (Yeomanry)
George Miller, Greenwood, blacksmith.
C. C. Hower, Greenwood, miner.
Richard Taylor, Nelson, bartender, three years Scots Greys and 18 months Highland Light Horse.
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Saturday, 29 May, 1915

VOLUNTEERS' LIST IS
INCREASED BY 18
Recruiting Received Impetus
This Week.

Captain Kirk reports that recruiting at the local office received a decided impetus this week, no less than 18 having
volunteered and have been accepted, besides a dozen turned down by the examining officer. The names ofnew
recruits are as follows:
William James Jory, Greenwood, foreman carpenter, eight years 2 Duke ofCornwall's Light Infantry.
Oliver Ralph Matthews, Greenwood, timekeeper, 12 years Devonshire regiments corporal.
Gaston, Joseph Levasseur, Lumby, B. C., Stenographer and bookkeeper.

John D. Morrison, Greenwood, miner.
Edgar Gauthier, Grand Forks, carpenter.
Herbert George Janks, Greenwood, cook.
William Keith Symes, Gran d Forks, cook.
Daniel Joseph McPhee, teamster.
John Meyar, prospector, 2 years 59" battalion, Swiss army, as sergeant.
Alfred Jackson, Columbia, C. P. R. Bridgeman.
Thomas McKinley, miner.
William Francis Connery, machinist, two years naval brigade, Wananui.
William Hugh Henderson, Phoenix, three months heavy artillery in Massachusetts.
Charles Swanson, Rock Creek, rancher.
Alex Helmer Johnson, Rock Creek, rancher.
John Christopher Carm en, Phoenix, motorman.

Saturday, May 29, 1915

COMPLIMENTARY BANQUET TO
OUR VOLUNTEERS BY DAUGHTERS

Citizens and Ladies Unite to
Entertain the Soldiers.

75 PLATES----TWO FEEDS
Choice Concert at the Empress
Also a Feature.
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Wednesday evening the citizens of Grand Forks, in conjunction with the Daughters of the Empire,
tendered a compliment to the recruits of the Grand Forks contingent of the 54 battalion by inviting the
entire company to a banquet at Davis hall. Covers were laid for 75, and at six o'clock Capt. Kirk and his
men marched in. They found a bounteous spread all of which was prepared by the Daughters in their
own homes.
After justice had been done to the delectable viande, W. B. Wilcox proposed a toast to the King, and then in a few
words introduced W. T. Beck of Spokane, president of the Spokane and B. C. Railway. Mr. Beck caught interest at
o0nce and spoke forcibly regarding the war and the part the soldiers would doubtless be called upon to take in it,
eulogizing them and those who are now playing the noble part for mankin d on the battle fields of Europe. Again and

again was Mr. Beck applauded to the ccho, the sentiment he expressed being heartily reciprocated.
Following Mr, Beck, Capt Kirk was asked to speak and expressed the feeling of his gallant command in their
appreciation of the efforts of Grand Forks to show the heartfelt interest of this community in the men who are to fight
the battles ofthe Empire. Cigars and cigarettes were provided for the men during the speaking.

CONCERT AT EMPRESS
At the Empress theatre a splendid programme by the best local talent had been prepared, and once again the soldiers
showed their warm appreciation of the entertainment. The house was filled to overflowing, some 600 being on hand
for the festivities. In full the program was:
Opening Chorus
Song
Song

Song
Piano Solo
Song
Trio
Violin Solo
Song
Song
Song

"Excelsior."
Mr. W. H. 'Tasker.
Mrs. N. L. McInnis.
Mr. J. Donaldson.

Miss Lequime.
Miss Nellie Carter.

Mess. Ewing , Lee, Tasker.
Miss M. Kennan.
Mr. J. Petch, Victoria.
Jessie Downey.

Song

Mrs. E. F. Laws.
Mr. Arnold carter.

Chorus

"Gay Bohemia."

GOD SAVE THE KING.
After the program at the Empress the soldiers were again invited to Davis hall, where a Junch was served. One of
them was heard to remark, "If they prosecute the war this way, we'll all die ofGout." Tables were then cleared and a
dance was cnjoyed for an hour or two.

Thanks are due Jeff Davis for the use of his hall, the Empress management for the theatre and to McLeod's orchestra
for furnishing the music for the occasion. The committee in charge of the events was H. C. Kerman, F. M. Kerby, C.
H. Niles, Geo. Clark, H. A. Sheads, N. L. McInnis and Dr. Acres----who all worked unceasingly for its success.

Capt Kirk through the Gazette wishes to thank the Daughters of the Empire for their splendid supper and
entertainment and dance.
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Saturday, June 5, 1915

Recruiting for 54"
STILL PROGRESSING

Local Unit Will Be Entertained
By K. Of P's Monday.
Recruiting has been going on briskly during the past week for the Kootenay-Boundary regiment for overseas service
and about three-fourths ofthe required number of 1100 officers and men have now been signed up. At the Grand
Forks recruiting office, Capt. Kirk reports that 86 have been signed on up to the time of going to press.
No definite orders have been issued in regard to the date of the departure of the battalion from the various recruiting

centres to the general camp at Vernon, but this is expected to take place in the course of a couple ofweeks.
The names ofthe officers recommended for the appointment have been submitted to Ottawa and will be published in
a few days.

The casualties among the Grand Forks boys have been added to during the week by the inclusion of Sergeant E. C.
Coy. and Pte. Jesse Brewer, wounded. The good news that Monty Madge and Geo. Fitz are prisoners and not killed
as first reported, has been confirmed by a letter from Sergt. Pontentier, who says that besides himself, Madge,
Clifford and Fitz are all prisoners ofwar. He also reports that they are all well, but hints that their shirts, etc., are
very much the worst for wear.
As far as the training is concerned this has been somewhat of an "off week" at Grand Forks on account of the large
number of men away on leave, quite a number going to Nelson to take part in the Tradesmen Picnic to which whey
were specially invited, while others have been attending a send-off at Greenwood. The members of the 54
Battalion have been invited by the Grand Forks lodge of Knights of Pythias, to attend the minstrel show on Monday

evening.
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Saturday, June 12, 1915

LOCAL COMPANY 54H
BATT. GO TO VERNON

Large Crowds See the Boys for
The Front Leave yesterday.
Grand Forks detachment for the Kootenay-Boundary (54) Battalion, numbering 78, headed by Lieutenant D. A.
McQuarrie, left yesterday afternoon at 2:30 by special train for West Robson, where they would be joined by other
detachments of the battalion en route for the military concentration camp at Vernon, for training preparatory for

overseas service.
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The enthusiasm which marked the departur e of the previous three contingents was even more intensified on this
occasion, those who were not local boys having become well acquainted locally while in training here. Probably a
thousand citizens thronged the depot and train to bid the boys farewell and Godspeed and the fact that many of our
gallant boys who had gone before had either given up their lives, been wounded or taken prisoners was uppermost in
the minds ofthose who yesterday paid tribute to the boys leaving for the services ofthe country.
The fetes for the boys which was started in the elaborate way by citizens last week was continued this week in a
smaller way by several organizations and house parties, culminating in a farewell in the westend firehall Thursday
night by the ladies of Columbia, Progressive cards were played on the main floor while dancing proceeded upstairs,
while dainty refreshment were also served. The hall was crowded with soldiers and friends. On the Wednesday
evening the soldiers themselves were the hosts of a merry evening in the same hall, while on Tuesday evening the
boys were the guests of the Knights of Pythius at the theatre.
The ladies of the Daughters of the Empire which provided so ably for the boys of the former contingent were again
to the fore yesterday, providing each of the boys with soldier' kits, supplies of clothing, socks and boots, as well as
an abundant supply of dainty provisions to eat en route.
Capt. Kirk asked The Gazette to express the grateful appreciation of himself and the soldiers to the Daughter of the
Empire for their generous thoughtfulness and also to the ladies of Columbia for the splendid entertainment and
supper given in the firehall Thursday evening.
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Saturday, June 19, 1915

CAMP CONDITIONS AT
VERNON ARE IDEAL

Forks Soldiers Write ofTrip
To New Military Camp.

Private W. J. Pearson, who left Grand Forks last week wish the local company of the 54" Batt. Writes from Vernon
that the camp and sanitary conditions are ideal, plenty of good water piped to the tented city and there is also a lake
one-mile distant.
He states they had quite an interesting trip some 600 boys from the Kootenays joining them at West Robson, where
they left by boat at ll p.m., many of the boys having to content themselves with clothes hooks for beds. No
evidence of liquor was seen on the entire trip. They were given a good reception at Arrowhead, and at Revelstoke
there was a big demonstration with bands and the people out en masse. They reached Vernon late in the afternoon
and marched to the camp getting their blankets about 8 p.m., the rations were very short the cook apparently not
having prepared for such a crowd. Mother earth supplied rather a novel but quite satisfactory mattress for a tired
bunch.
Vernon was alive with soldiers, there being about 3,000 there and another 1,000 expected. They have two bands in
the camp and Private Pearson is to join the R. M. C. Musicians.

113

Saturday, July 3, 1915

GRAND FORKS BOYS IN 54" BATT., MAKE
GOOD SHOWING----MANY RECEIVE STRIPES
Sergeant-Major O. R. Matthews of C Company, 54 Batt., at Vernon was in town on Thursday, being on short leave
from the training camp to see off his wife, who was leaving for England. Sergt.-Major Matthews, who came from
Greenwood, enlisted here and handed the Grand Forks company going to Vernon. He was connected with a
Devonshire regiment for ten years, Major Davis of the 54" also being in the ranks at the same time.
"C" Company is composed of units from Grand Forks, Rossland and Trail and on arrival in Vernon, according to the
Sergeant-Major, gave an excellent account of itself, being easily the picked of the battalion for immediate overseas
service when the 54 first paraded before Colonel Davis and it is understood was at once slated for the honor.
Officers of other companies, however, urged that the companies were at a disadvantage in being over strength and in
the "balancing up" which followed, the poorest ofthe other companies were sent to "CCompany, many ofthem
being foreigners una ble to understand English and have since been dismissed as "unlikely to become efficient
soldiers." Under such a load C. Company had to give way to D. Company for the honor of leaving first, and the draft
will go forward in a fortnight. Sergt.-Major Matthews, however, was selected for the honor of taking his rank in C.
Company when they leave and it is just possible that other N. C. O.'s from the Grand Forks company will also be
chosen to assist them.
A large portion of the unit from Grand Forks have been given stripes than that from any other centre, as follows:
Company Sergeant-Major 0. R. Matthews; Platoon Sergeants Fred Brewer and K. E. Wilkinson; Sergeants John
Gibson (drill instructor and acting Sergt.-Major); W. A. Curran and L. A. McMillan; Lance-Sergeant A. E. Ronmnark;
Corporals E. Nicholson, A. Graves, A. E. Graham and Jack Quinn; Lance-Corporals R. S. Ashby and J. England;
regimental police Malcolm Campbell; battalion representative for across J. F. Thompson; acting sergeant-cook
(likely to be confirmed) Alf. Randell; acting regimental barber (likely to be confirmed) Speed Green; regimental
shoemaker Robt. Dinsmore. The Grand Forks platoon is headed by Lieut. McQuarric, with Sergt. Wilkinson as
platoon comm ander.
It having been suggested that a number of Nelson boys enlisting at Grand Forks might wish to be attached to the
Nelson, they were invited to do so if they wished by the company comm ander, but none desired to be changed.
BATTAL ION OFFICERS
Col. W. Mahlon Davis came from Vancouver. He is a consulting engineer to the harbor board of the North Fraser
Harbor. He was formerly city engineer in Woodstock and Berlin. He was a member of the first graduating class
from the Royal Military College, Kingston. He was l3 years adjutant ofthe Oxford Rifles, brigade major of the
second Infantry Brigade at London, Ont., for four years, and organized the 24 Grey's Horse. He was born at
Aylmer, Elgin County, Ontario. He was in comm and of the engineer section of the Vancouver Reserve before he
took comm and of the 54 Kootenay.
His second in comm and is Major E. G. Kemball of Kaslo. Other officers on the staff are: Major R. D. Davies of
Cranbrook; Capt. William Neilson, adjutant, Fruitvale; Capt. R. H. Green, Victoria, paymaster; Capt. W. Garland
Foster, quartermaster, Nelson; Lieut. Ridgway Wilson of Victoria, son of Major Ridgway Wilson, signalling officer;
Capt. Rev. White of Ebure, chaplain; Capt. J. H. Hamilton, medical officer.
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The company officers foUow:
A Company

Capt. G. Anderson ofNelson.
Capt. L. Bullock-Webster ofPrince Rupert.
Lieut. F. D. Smith of Cranbrook.,

Lieut A. Foster ofNelson.
Lieut. E. Rand ofNew Westminister, a nephew ofthe late C. D. Rand.
Lieut. H. Green ofKaslo.

B Company
Capt. C. Hungerford Pollen ofCranbrook.
Capt. Moffat ofFerie.
Licut. H. B. Hicks of Cranbrook.
Lieut. W. A. Woodword ofVancouver.
Lieut. A. H. Born of CRANBROOK.

CCompany
Capt. F. T. Lucas ofPrince Rupert.
Capt. Noel Tooker ofDuncan, Vancouver Island.
Lieut. Audy ofVancouver.
Lieut. F. Raphael ofBarnet.
Lieut. D. A. McQuarrie ofNelson.
D Company
Capt. Turner Lee, of' Bonnington Falls.
Capt. Anthony Turner ofVictoria.
Licut. Archer ofKamloops
Lieut. McLean ofVancouver.
Lieut. Bentley of Summerland.

Lieut. W. Clegg Smith ofKamloops.

Saturday, July 24, 1915

SIX FORKS BOYS IN
FIRST DRAFT OF 547H
Lieut. Smith Also a Former
Resident Here.
The Gazette "special war correspondent" at Vernon camp sends the following interesting note:
The first draft ofthe 54" Batt. for active service, 250 strong, left last week for England and included the following
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boys from Grand Forks: Corpl. E. Nicholson, Lance-Corpl. A. Randall, Privates R. Taylor, A. McAlay, Percy
Poulton and T. Ritchie. One ofthe officers who went, Lieut. W. C. Smith, resided in Grand Forks for a number of
years, being a C. P. R. Conductor there at one time.
Sergt. John Gibson has been promoted to Bugle Major, and is speedily getting the bugle band in shape. John is just
the man for this, having the happy knack ofinstructing without being tiresome and has unlimited patience. I'm sure
his friends in the Forks will wish him luck
Speed Green has opened his tonsorial parlor and is doing a regular "land office" business.

We have all been inoculated and vaccinated and were a pretty sick bunch ofboys for a couple of days, but are
practically well now. To some hypodermic needle in the doctor's hand would appear to look worse than a bayonet in
the hands of a German.
The Forks boys are all cheerful and happy and are wondering ifGrand Forks is going to present us with a machine
gun.
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Saturday. August 14, 1915

Soldiers' Farewell Visit.
A number of Grand Forks boys, who are mostly in C Company ofthe 54" Battalion, Vernon, which is scheduled to
leave for England in the course ofa few days, have been on short leave and are visiting friends in the city. Sergt. E.
Wilkinson, Privates Tack Cook, H. G. Jones, W. J. Pearson and D. P. Dawson arrived Sunday by automobile, being
driven by H. J. Birnie. Sergt. E. Ronmark and Private Stacy also motored over the first ofthe week. A dance was
given at Christina Lake Monday evening in honor ofthe boys from Vernon. They returned to Vernon Thursday.

Saturday, August 14, 1915

54 Officers Promoted
With the appointment ofMajor Kemball as Lieut.-Colonel in command ofthe 54 Batt. at Veron, Major R. D.
Davies, formerly third in command, become senior major commanding the right halfofthe battalion. He went
through the South African was with the Devone being at the reliefofLadysmith, Kolenso, Spion Kop and others
engagements. Major C.H. Pullen becomes major commanding the left ofthe battalion.
Major Davies was in Grand Forks from Friday till Monday, while en route back to Vernon after a recruiting tour of
the Kootenays. He inspected the local camp and commented on the favorable conditions locally for a much larger
unit He was motored to Greenwood on Sunday.
k k ¥ ±±j¥ ±k k ¥ ¥ k ±¥ ¥ k ±¥ %±±3 k ±3 ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ k %¥ ¥ k ¥ 3 k ¥ ¥ ¥ ¥ k ±$ k¥:ijek f jk k kek y k k y k kejk k ik k i¥ ye} k k k y k kf$8k k ±±k ¥ ¥ k ¥ ¥ y k y; y ¥ k l

116

Is Killed By Concussion
Letter From Pal----Left
Forks Last August.

The news of the death in action of H. W. Jones, properly known as "Jonesy," was received this week with deep
regret among a large circle of acquaintances in this city where Mr. Jones had been deservedly popular. He enlisted
from Grand Forks with the 54" Batt., but was transferred to another battalion on going to France. Prior to enlisting
he had been teller in the Royal Bank here about four years. His relatives reside at the coast.
The news reached the city in a letter dated June 4" from Pte. W. P. Thompson, who was also a former member ofthe
Royal Bank staff, and was in the same company as Jones at the front. He states that Jones was killed by concussion
from a shell; death had been instantaneous, and there were no wounds. Thompson said that he could pay no higher
tribute than to say that Jones had been a splendid soldier. He expressed the deep regret of himself and Tack Cook,
another pal, in the loss of their comrade.
The same light-hearted and generous spirit which was inseparable from Mr. Jones while here made him an idea
soldier. His frequent letters were always ofa most cheering strain, though in one written just before the recent Ypres
engagement be said he did not know when he might get a chance to write again.
Word was also received this week that Pte. Dawson, another pal in the 54, had been admitted to a field hospital
slightly wounded.
Geo. Mario, formerly of Greenwood, who enlisted at Grand Forks 14 months ago, is reported as wounded. Foulton
Chapple formerly of the Forks but who enlisted at the coast, is reported as wounded.

Saturday, June 1, 1916

SAYS EVERY CANADIAN
SOLDIER WAS HERO

Pte. W. J. Pearson Writes of
Fierce Fighting at Sanctuary
Wood, Near Ypres.
The following extract from a letter from Private W. J. Pearson, who went from the Forks with the S4 Batt., was
written after coming out of the severe engagement at Sanctuary Wood, near Ypres, on June 2 and 3, which has been
officially recorded as a bombardment without precedent on the Canadian front and when Canadians acquitted
themselves with such gallantry, dash and determination. It was in this engagement that Pte. Jones lost his life and
many other Forks boys were wounded.
Belgium, June 6, 1916. •
"I am feeling mighty grateful to be again back in the comparative safety, after an engagement that put so many of the
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boys out of action. Before this Jetter reaches you Canadian papers will have told you how the C. M. R.s', the
Princess Patricias and other regiments almost went to their deaths. I have read descriptions and seen pictures of
battles, but this episode in my military life will be impossible to forget.

"We were in reserve when orders were given to move forward. Getting to our destination after very heavy shelling
and shrapnel, and losing some of our men, we dug ourselves in. The Germans knew we were there, and we knew

they did. The attack started. The Germans cut all our communications and blew our trenches to smithereens; then
they marched over in swarms---packs, shovels and sandbags----meaning to stay in our trenches. Then our artillery
started, the bombardment lasting 36 hours; only one who had been through. it can imagine the noise! A battalion has
about 1100 men, a brigade nearly 5,000; after the engagement only 721 answered the roll call.

"I had seen pictures of charges, now I know what they are like. The Hun has great respect for the thin bit of steel. I
have also read of what soldiers do in times such as these, but I am more than convinced that every Canadian soldier
that day was a hero. I cannot describe it, everythi ng almost appeared blown up, many dead and still many more
wounded. It was simply hell.

"Was glad to get that cake you sent after living on bully beef and biscuits for three days, and that McDonald tobacco
sure did cheer the boys up; also was glad to get the Grand Forks Gazette.
"Just before going into the trenches I saw many of the old Forks boys Sergt. Roweli, E. Mills, E. Harrison, Hugh
Manning and many others; all look well."

Saturday, July 8, 1916

MANY FORKS BOYS
NOW INSTRUCTORS

Gwynne Brown Writes Feeling No
Winter Campaign.

Sergt. Gwynne Brown, ofNelson, who after training here went to Vernon and to England with the 54t1, Batt., writs
the following interesting letter from Shomcliffe:
Dear Mr. DeCew:
Thanks ever so much for your letter. Things are somewhat the same as they have been for the past four months. We
have had something like 1500 men pass through our hands since February, so that we have been kept fairly busy.
The system of training is this, a recruit is "hardened" or got into shape in Canada and when he comes over herc he
gets no company or squad drill. He immediately is taught the way to handle his rifle, with and without a bayonet.
That is why we are kept in England, so many men keep coming and going. You see three weeks proper training here
and then they are ready for the front . The 62which just came over six weeks ago, have (all but 90) been drafted to
the B. C. Battalion at the front. We are now awaiting more men, and am naturally at present having things a little
easy. I like my work immensely which is natural as I have a liking for athletics, and bayonet fighting and "jerks"
may be classed as such. Little did we think a year ago of what we should be doing this spring.
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The future, however, although looking perhaps a little dark for all ofus "at present," will very soon bring us that
which we most desire, peace and real victory. The end is very near in sight now, perhaps you may think me too
optimistic, but there certainly will be no winter campaign as fur as general information goes. The Germans are
beaten beyond question, Verdun shows it (the 100" day of battle of Verdun was yesterday), they are just bumping
their heads up against obstruction which it is impossible to break down.
In Sir D. Hair's last dispatches, five Canadian Batt. are mentioned for good work done; 5 Batt., Western Cavalry;
7th Batt. B. C; 27 Batt., Winnipeg; 29 Batt., Vancouver; 49" Batt., Calgary. So that wester Canada has made a
name for herself through her boys at the front. B. C., especially the 29" Batt., is certainly making a great name for
itself, repeating what the 7 Batt. did at Ypres last May .
Arthur Graham and Ashby at present quarantined for measles at Napier Barracks, Bill Curran is Lewis Gun
Instructor. Sergts. McMillian, Ronmark and myself are Gym instructors; Fred Brewer a musketry instructor, so that
now we all busily employed. Tim Sallis is back from the front and is again ready for the fray, in fact he is going on
the next draft. He was not wounded but took sick. (Poor old Bill Curran had a catarrh and is nearly deaf, which is a
great hindran ce to him). Mahood is around quite frequently, he should be off quite soon now. You know the Cook
of Grand Forks who played basketball who worked at the smelter. Well I met him in Hythe a little while ago, I didn't
even know that he had enlisted. I was walking along the street and someone yelled out, ":Hello Brownie," I turned
around and found Cook. He is in a reinforcement draft for P. P.C. L. I. He got here very quickly, didn't he.

I am going to play football on Saturday for the first time since coming to England. The sergeants of the 30are
playing sergeants of 62ne. Our energy for football has dim inished somewhat. After a day's work here one thinks of
rest rather than work. I seldom go to Folkstone, though it is within easy reach; there are too many soldiers there. I
go once a week to the main theatre there and see some excellent plays. There is plenty to break the monotony here;
one thing we live on the coast which means lots of bathing. We are only 70 miles (I ½ hours) from London. When I
go to Bristol, I leave Folkstone at 2.10 p.m.; reach London at 3.50, scoot across London to the tubes to Paddington
station of Great Western, which has the fastest scheduled train in Gt. Britain. It takcs 1 hour 55 minutes to do 125
miles; it is a non-stop train and run s smooth. So that it is only four hours from here to Bristol, 195 miles, with a stay
of 25 minutes in London.
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Saturday, July 15, 1916

More Forks Boys On
The List Of Wounded
The name of Neill Murray appeared in the casualty list this week as being wounded at the front. He is the son of
J. A. Murray of Grand Forks, though he enlisted from Regina, having been on the prairie for some tim e prior to
enlisting.
Word has also been received from Pte. Thompson, formerly of the Royal Bank here, that Chuck Clark was wounded
recently. Although no less than 20 pieces of shrapnel entered Chuck's anatomy, Pte Thompson states that none of
the wounds were serious, but expected that he would be sent to an English hospital
Private Norman White of Midway, who enlisted at Grand Forks earlier last year, has been wounded with shrapnel
and is now in a hospital in Aberdeen, according to a letter from Pte. W. J Pearson. Pte. Pearson says that he himself
is the only one left out ofa draft of thirty from the 54 Batt., reinforcements, so considers himself pretty lucky.
Word has also been received in the city that Pte. D. P. Dawson is in the hospital with a broken rib, having been
wounded by the same shell which killed "Jonsey," it is said. Pte Dawson enlisted in Nelson, but was known quite
well here. He was a pal of Jones and Tack Cook from the tim e of enlisting.
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ff E. Dixon, of Sunnyside Farm has been wounded according to a letter from Tack Cook dated June 28. Tack Cook
was in the hospital himself at time of writing but had almost recovered.
Word has also been received of the death in action of Geo. B. Clery, brother of Mrs. T. K. Needham of Grand Forks.
He enlisted from Dauphine, Man. A brother of Sergt. Carlisle if the 225 has also recently fallen in action.
Although not definite, it is believed from a letter recently received in Phoenix, that Sergt. Kempston has fallen in
action. He was formerly constable there and enlisted with the second contingent.

Saturday, September 2, 1916

FORK HAS REASON TO
BE PROUD OF SOLDIERS
The following letter to T. A. Love from Sergt. F. Graves of the 54 Batt., written from England under the date of
Aug. 9", will be read with interest:
Just a few words regarding our Grand Forks boys who are by now scattered all over England and France, and many
who are in this camp with us now.
We have in our Brigade, the 102 Batt., and it is a great pleasure to meet many of our old pals once again. Much to
my surprise the Sergt.-Major of"D" Company turned out to be our worthy pal, Col.-Sergt. Barker, looking hale and
hearty as ever, and with the same old faculty of inspiring dread fear in the hearts of his old men. Of course according
to his version there is no Company in the 102 1ike "D" Company, but taking them as we see them, they all look
pretty good.
Our buxom friend Sergt. Ernie Holbrook, is also on the scene, together with so many Forks boys as to be impossible
to name separately. Archie Symes is in the hospital, but is making good progress, and Alfred Heaven bids fair to
outstrip us all in both build and efficiency.
Many of the old Forks boys are no more including our tall boy, Tom Dallen, and several others are wounded and in
the hospital, but believe me, the rest of them are alive and very much kicking.
Sergt. McMillian (Leo) is Company Sergt.-Major, and Sergt. Ronmark is an instructor, but news from the Shorcliffe
bunch is very scarce. Jim Jory is still with us (54") and Lieut. Don McQuarrie has come back to us again and
delighted we were to see him.
Speak ing of the 54, the G, O. C. Division, has bad published in orders that "for general efficiency, steadiness,
marching and discipline, the 54 Batt., have set a very high standard and are easily ahead of any others in the
Division." This seems to me to be very high praise indeed. Our compatriots, the 102" are also well up and are
indeed, to all accounts, a fine bunch of men.
Taking all in all, Grand Forks has reason to be proud of every man she has contributed to any battalion in the
Canadian forces.
The writer is well and hearty, a little tired of England and pining for the West, but otherwise O. K. Am now
Sergeant Instructor in gymnasium and bayonet fighting for my company. I will join all the other Forks boys in
wishing our home town ail prosperity (including the Gazette) and looking forward to "when the boys come home."
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Saturday, September 23, 1916

"Bob° Dinsmore Is
Killed In France
William Dinsmore, one of the pioneers of this city yesterday received the sad intelHgence from the war office that his
son Corporal Robert John Dinsmore, has been killed in action in France on Sept. 10, "Bot" as he was familiarly
known hore enlisted about 18 months ago, going to Vernon with the 54" but was afterwards transferred to another
unit. His father and other relatives have the deep sympathy of friends in their bereavement.
Word was also received yesterday that Albert Pontentier has been wounded while in action. He left
February with his brother, Jack Plant and "Tun" Cook.

Gran Forks last

Saturday, September23, 1916

Forks Soldiers Send
Greeting From Front
"Somewhere in France."
Editor The Gazette:
Dear Sir,---The boys of the
Datt., who enlisted from Gran d Forks and district, take this opportuni ty to extend
hearty greetings to the loyal and patriotic people of Gran d Forks. All are well and happy and eager for the fray. Al
feel proud of their batta lion which is undoubtedly one ofthe best that ever left B. C Most of the Grand Forks boys
belong to No.4 Coy., No. 14 platoon, and we all think we have the best platoon in the regiment-thanks to the good
training under Capt. Kirk. At any rate we have the most musical platoon, for when on hard route marches, perhaps
feeling weary, worn and footsore, up shouts one of our boys and sings a good old marching song in whi ch all join in,
thus brightening and cheering us and paving the way to reach the desired end. We often talk of Grand Forks and the
good times we had there and our boys do a great deal of advertising for the good city by their bright and optimistic
talk, and I may also add by their splendid behaviour. Not one ofour boys have ever been C. B.'d since joining the
nd. We have gone through our military training without a murmur and to those of us who survive the experience
will be worth thousands. Our trip across the continent and Atlantic was most enjoyable and we had some good times
in England. But now we can hear the roar ofthe cannon and we are face to face with the real thing, but rest assured
we will not be found wanting.
No, we cannot forget Grand Forks, and even though we are amid new scenes and new people, yet the remembrance
of the times spend there can never fade away. Particularly do the boys send their kind regard to the Daughters of the
Empire. Signed by A. N. Mowat, Fred Daly, Wm. Whippler, Sergt.-Major Barker, A. Patterson, H. Goodin, J.
Warburton, E. G. Sparks, W. Jones, A. G. Heaven, W. G. Corcoran, Arch P. Smith, Alex Forbes, W. G. Sargeant,
Thos. B. Cave, V. Joe Lamping, A. H. Johnson, E. G. Eaton, G. Haddon, S. Wolverson, W. C. Collins, A. McGhee,
C. Eaton, W. Tallett, Wm. Henderson, T Mororme, E. Holbrook, C. Nixon, and others on duty present.
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Saturday, October 14, 1916

MORE FORKS BOYS
KILLED IN ACTION
Harry William, L. McMillian and
Ross Cook Give Their Lives

In Defence of Country.
The casualty lists ofthe past week gave the names oftwo former Grand Forks boys who made the supreme sacrifice
in the severe fighting in France, as well as the names of several wounded.
On Sept. 15, Corpl. Harry Williams was killed in action. He quit his employment at Grandby smelter and enrolled
in the Sharpshooters in January, 1915, going to the 48th Batt. for further training but was afterwards transferred. He
had been in France about nine months and was previously wounded. He leaves a wife at Couer d' Alene, Idaho.
They were married on Feb. 17, 1915.
Sergt. J. L. McMillian is also reported as killed. He was from Kelowna and enlisted with tho Grand Forks
Sharpshooters early last year, taking further training with the 54 Batt., and being later transferred. He was a crack
shot, a star lacrosse player and made many friends while training here,
Ross Stanley Cook is another former Grand Forks boy who has given his life, dying of wounds received in action.
He was connected with the Royal Bank here for some time about 5 years ago and well known. He was a son ofRev.
Mr. Cook, formerly ofKaslo, but now ofVictoria, who has three sons and one daughter at the front
Jack McLeod aid H. Brouilletts, both ofwhom trained with the Sharpshooters and later transferred to overseas
battalion, have been reported wounded.

Saturday, January 27, 1917

SERGT. MOWATI TELLS OF

SUCCESS OF FORKS BOYS
Pays High Tribute To Training

Given Them Here By
Captain Kirk.
Writing from "Somewhere in France," to Captain S. G. Kirk, under date ofDec. 20, Sergeant A. N. Mowat, pays a
splendid tribute to that officer as wen as given much information concerning Grand Forks boys with him at the front.
Sergt. Mowat enlisted here, coming from Greenwood, and spent several months in training with the Grand Forks
Sharpshooters under Capt. Kirk and leaving here last January as a draft for overseas service. He writes as follows;
I have been asked by several ofyour old boys to write and let you know how we are getting along, for all feel that
their success is due to the training they received while under your command. We often speak ofyou and wish that
you were with us, but also know that you are doing good work.
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Our battalion has won a great record and now ranks as the best Canadian battalion-and the Grand Forks boys are
the best in the battalion!--thanks to your careful training. All retained their rank and many received promotion
Ernie Holbrook-now Sergt.-Major won the D. C. M. He very nearly got the Victoria Cross won the Military
Medal.
George Sergeant is now Sergeant," and Alex Forbes, Claude Nixon and myselfhave been made Sergeants; William
Whipper is now Corporal.
Poor Tom Cave was killed on the day he got his lieutenant's commission. His commission was given him through
merit. Others who were killed were Henderson, Tallett and Sparks, all from Grand Forks. Wolverson and Geo.
Sargeant were wounded but have since returned to duty
We all feel that the war will soon be over. The Germans are Already beaten; they do not want to fight for they are
disheartened, cowed and demoralized. But we do not want peace until satisfactory terms are obtained, and the longer
the Hun hang on the worse it will be for them.
Grand Forks and district should be proud of the boys, especially those who have won distinction by being decorated
with medals. Their comrades here feel proud of them and would feel more so should their home town be elated over
the great honor which has been conferred on her sons. All honor to them and of course Grand Forks comes in for
much of the glory that goes with it.

Saturday, February 10, 1917

KEITH SYMES WILL
BE HOME NEXT WEEK
Soldier Who Has Done His Bit and
Has Been Invalided Home
From the Front.
Private Keith Symes, who was wounded in action about six months ago and has been in a hospital in England, has
been invalided home and will reach Grand Forks the latter part of the week. He reached Quebec on Thursday,
according to a message received yesterday by his father, Thomas Symes.
Private Symes left here with the 5 4 Battalion and was wounded in the Somme fighting and is now being sent home
as unfit for service. His brother was recently sent to a convalescent hospital at Vancouver.
It is hoped that citizens will not overlook the opportunity of being at the depot to welcome home another of Grand
Forks' real heroes.

Saturday, March 17, 1917

Pte. James McDougall
Wounded In France
Word has been received in the city that Private McDougall has been wounded in the head and left arm while in
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action in France. "Jimmy" as he was familiarly know around town, first enlisted with the 54 and then again later
with the 172" and was re-drafted before going to France.

Saturday, May 5, 1917
Bill Currie, the Nelson man who left with the 54 , is still retained at Shorncliffe as sergeant-major. Gwenie Brown,
another Nelsonite going from Grand Forks has been allowed to get to France after a protracted stay at Shorncliffe on
the instructional staff.

Saturday, May 5, 1917
Lieut. D. A. McQuarrie, who enlisted with a Grand Forks unit and went overseas two years ago, arrived in Nelson
last Sunday on a visit to his parents, having been gran ted leave of absence until July. Although seriously wounded
some months ago he has almost completely recovered. He pays great tribute to the senior officers of the
especially to the late Major Rigby and the late Col. Kemball.

54",

Saturday, May 19, 1917
George Mario, who enlisted at Grand Forks and went overseas with the 54" Batt., returned to his home at
Greenwood last week, having been invalided home. He was ten months in the trenches and wounded several times.
Last September he was buried by a shell explosion and has since suffered from shock.

Saturday, May 19, 1917
A letter received this week from "Tack" Cook by his father, W. J. Cook, states that his wound was only slight, being
hit on the left arm by a piece of shrapnel, and but for the fact that they were clearing the hospitals in France, would
not have been sent back to "blighty."

Friday, July 13, 1917

VIVID ACCOUNT OF
VIMYRIDGEATTACK
Creeping Barrage Was Most Marvellous
Work of its Kind in
The War.
The following interest account of the takin g of Vimy Ridge by the Canadians, an engagement which will go down in
history as one of the outstanding features of the war, written by Ernest Harrison, formerly of the government office
here, who went over the top" with the rest of the Canucks, will be read with interest:
No doubt you will be surprised that after all the adventures we have had l am still alive and kicking: and no one is
really more surprised than myself.
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Our last big affairthe taking of Vimy Ridge and the resulting engagementst
ook its toll in spite ofthe huge
success gained.
NATURE OF RIDGE
Vimy Ridge is a gradual high slope of ground with a steep back to it, so situated that one could see miles of the
country from its summit and have all roads, etc., under observation without a telescope. The steep back of the ridge
enabled Fritz to bring up supplies, etc., without being seen except by venturesome aeroplanes which risk the fire of
his anti-aircraft guns. By means of tunnels cut through the chalk and light railway tracks, the rest of the Huns
supplies could be taken to his front and support linesa natural strong-hold extending about seven to eight miles in
frontage.
JOB FOR ARTILLERY
In addition to his trenches and strong points. Fritz had a row of machine gun emplacements. These were made of
iron or steel plates, strengthened on the outside by large blocks of cement laid brick fashion, the whole looking like a
lighthouse about 6 feet high. The fields of fire from each of these was extensive, and it would be foolishness to
tackle them with infantry when held by a determined and desperate enemy. It was for our artillery to knock these out
and make progress possible. That was done in nearly all cases, in fact, I have not seen a whole emplacement; though
some were still workable. Fritz though it time to quit though.
You would have been proud ofthe boys as they walked up the night before to dig in for the early morning battle.
They were singing and joking, loaded with equipment and paraphernalia, to spend the night wet and cold in the open
and commence the dirty work: at daybreak.
WONDERFUL LY SUCCESSFUL
Tue creeping barrage, put over by our artillery, was estimated to be the most marvellous piece of work of its kind
performed in the war. When you consider that natural hiding places for artillery were few, and consequently the
batteries had to be spread over a large area, and all controlled, from one fountain head by telegraph as the Canadian
moved forward and that as Lloyd-George said at the Guildhall, eight times as. many guns were used as at the Somme,
taking into consideration also the natural advantages Fritz had in having the hill top: it was a wonderful successful
affair.
The artillerymen, as I passed them that morning, were tickled to death-in fact everyone was. One Imperial R. A. F.
man said "You blokes 'Ube getting a bit of your own back."
The surface ofthe Ridge was pock marked with shell holes some ofthese were so deep and full of water from the
rains that had one fallen in wearing his equipment he would have stood little chance of getting out again. To crown
all the mud was so thick and treacherous that mules sank in up to their bellies, and were so exhausted with the rough
going that they just laid there. Getting wounded men over the ground was a heartbreaking job in which captured
prisoners as well as our own men freely assisted. Sometimes a mixture of the opponents were carrying or assisting
each other.
FORMER ATTACKS
The French soldiers I have spoken with were greatly pleased. One, home on leave, told us when the news of the
capture of the Ridge reached them they called for three cheer for the Canadians. Early in the war General Foch with
a French attacking force attempted to take the Ridge but was only successful in securing the lower approaches. Old
shell holes, having in them some bones, signs of red clothing and tom leather equipment mark the spot where some
unfortunate wounded Frenchmen had crawled for shelter and died. Some of this equipment and French rifles have
been collected and a mound of earth with crossed rifles at comers and a decoration of shells and fuzes has been
erected bearing the inscription "In memory of our unknown French comrades."
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Since then things have quietened down somewhat.
SOME FORKS BOYS
Bob Lamond and Harold Walters are well. I saw Percy Taylor who is in the pink, and also Thompson, late of the
Royal Bank. Todd had his leg nearly severed by an aeroplane bomb. Wilson and Corpl. Peterson are also 0. K.

We enjoy beautiful weather now for which we are all thankful . This last winter was most tryin g. I myself was in
hospital for awhile through it but am feeling in good condition now, whilst the infantryman deserves to be hung with
diamonds for which he suffered.
We were all longing for the day when this will be over, but it is no good giving up when we are beginning to feel our
feet.

Friday, August 17, 1917

MURRAY JANES SAYS THE
GAZETTE IS VERY WELCOME
Was After a V.C.: Now Satisfied With
B. C.-Fighting Huns Different
To Tending Bar.
"It is not all sunshine in this god-forsaken country, we have a hard row to hoe at times, and the Grand Forks Gazette,
the home paper, is certainl y very welcome," writes Murray Janes from "somewhere in France," in a letter to C.F.
Pearson of the Gazette staff, received this week. Murray is with the 54Canadians.

"It seems years since I left Grand Forks and I will be more than glad to get back and got another smell of smelter
smoke and spear a wee drop of G. & W. For oldtimes' sake. Since I have been in France I find there is slight
difference between fighting Huns and tending bar; the latter is more refined and hardly so dangerous. When I left
England I was looking for the V. C., but since I have had a couple of turns at the front line I will be satisfied any old
time if they give me a B. C.

"Was talking to Billy (Pearson) the day I left for France; have not seen him since but, know where he is and will see
him first opportuni ty I get. Hear he is in the battalion band; hope he is, he had done his bit.
HUSSEY IS STILL IN ACTION
"Got a letter from the Forks sometime ago stating that Pte. Hussey had been killed in action. It is a mistake as I was
talking to him yesterday and he didn't look dead to me.

I was talking to a Hun prisoner about a month ago. He told me he used to work at Rock Creek, but I did not learn his
name being in a hurray to get to my dugout at that time.
"First night I went to the front lines was on a working party; McWha and I got lost and before we knew it we were in
"No Man's Land." Believe me, we retreated at the double and finally caught up with the rest of the party. Have
been in "no man's land" several times since that, but we have been more careful."
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Friday, September 21, 1947

TELLS OF MANY FORKS
BOYS NOW OVERSEAS
The following newsy extract are taken from a letter received here this week from Sergeant A. N. Mowat and written
from All Saints hospital, Eastborne, England, where Sergt. Mowat has been recovering from wounded:
GEOFF. HADDON" S ARM WOUNDED
Geoff. Haddon is in the hospital getting treatment for his arm. He was hit in one of the Somme battles last October
or November and since that time has been unable to use his right arm, so he is here getting treatment to see if that
won't improve his arm.
TIM EATON PLUCKY
I hear that Tim Eaton is now in Seaford training for France again. Poor lad, I saw him get hit and it looked to me a
bad one. He was wounded in the leg and couldn't move so had to lie in the middle of the battle for hours before
assistance arrived. Tim belonged to one of the machine gun crew and although the smallest man in the crew he was
the pluckiest and bravest of them all.
MOWAT RECOVERING
My wound has healed again, but I very near Jost the sight of one of my eyes. It seems there was a small piece of
shrapnel in it and since coming here it bothered me quite a bit so I had to have an operation. My eye is at present
bandaged up, but the doctor told me I would be all right in a few days.
ALEX FORBES KILLED
I suppose you heard that Alex Forbes was killed. I do not know what happened to Fred Daly. I have made enquiry
after enquiry but nobody seems to know anything about him. Some seem to think that he is a prisoner. I know he
was in hospital at Havre all last winter but since then I have lost all trace of him. (Note.D aly was reported killed.)
BARKE R WITII LABOR BATT.
Pete Barker is back in France as Sergt. Of a Labor battalion. Bob Campbell is on escort duty on a boat between
Havre and Dover. Carlisie is in France as Sergt. Of a Chinese working platoon. Joe Galipeau is in Seaford and his
brother Attamore is on the transports in France. Cecil Collins is on his way to Canada. George Sargeant is making
good as Instructor.

Friday, September 21, 1917
LT. ATWOOD AWARD ED MILITARY CROSS
Lieut. Clinton Atwood, whom we recently reported as having been recommended for the Military Cross has had the
same conferred on him, the official statement of the occasion for decoration being: "For attacking four lines of
enemy trenches, taking command of another troop (cavalry) in addition to his own, and bringing in a number of
unwounded prisoners.
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Friday, September 21, 1917
MATTHEWS GETS BAR TO CROSS
Oliver Ralph Matthews, formerly of with the B. C. Copper Co. At Greenwood, and who enlisted at Grand Forks,

going overseas with the 54, is still winning honors in France. Going to the front as a sergeant he was later awarded
a lieutenant's commission and last June won the Military Cross. Now he has won a bar to the cross which is gazetted
as follows: "For conspicuous gallantry and devoted to duty when leading patrols, and inflicting heavy casualties on
the enemy. He established a post which he held with 15 men, in spite ofheavy shelling and sniping until relieved."

Friday, September 21, 1917
Teck Cook, who has been twice severely wounded in France, is again able to be out ofhospital in England has been
sent to training camp preparatory to the firing line for the third time. His brother Ralph has again been drafted to
France. Ralph's jaw was badly shattered, being hit near the lefty ear with a bullet which escaped at the opposite side
ofthe face.

Friday, November 30, 1917

JOE LIVETT PAYS PRICE
ON FLANDERS BATTLEFIELD
Grand Forks Boy Who Won Military

Medal Last Spring Makes the
Supreme Sacrifice.
The real cost ofthe severe fighting by the Canadians at the front some weeks ago is becoming known "at home."
News was received in the city this week that Joe Livett had been killed in action and Herold Henderson had died of
wounds. The former was a popular young man ofthe Forks before enlisting, while the latter spent most ofhis
younger days here.
TOM COOK TELLS OF LIVETTS DEATH
News ofthe death ofJoe Livett came in a letter from "Ton" Cook to his uncle, F. W. Reid; city engineer. Dated
Nov. 5and written in Ton's characteristic style, it reads in part as follows:
"Got the pipe going now with good stoking, besides several other pipes about are fogging up with the same, and "the
goose 'angs 'igh." Tomorrow I will probably be able to do the insect life some harm, though I don't know whether
this French farmer here will appreciate it.
"Now for some news that won't startle you, as you will probably have read about it by now. I've been "over the top"
again and came out Al without a scratch. Three times now for this fellow, so I'm beginning to feel like an old hand.
We gave Fritz another. dose ofthe stuffhe doesn't like, took a nice position from him and punched the wind out of
his sails for a time at least.
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"JOE PAID ALL HE COULD"
"There's only one objection to these sorts of affairs and it concerns the losing of one's pals. Our friend Joe Livett,
paid all he could, and it was a lot, towards finishing this game. Got it in the best way a soldier could, though, and
that is sudden. I can't tell you how sorry we feel about, for he was certainly well liked by everyone and it is quite a
blow to the battalion to say nothing of the company.
SNIPING IS GOOD
"The sniping, I might say, was excellent as far as opportunities go and I managed to do quite a bit; couldn't swear as
to results but think I manage three or four of them. It is mostly open warfare now and machine guns and rifles do
ncarly all the work which is considerable. Fritz is no slouch himself when it comes to sniping; he certainly did a
good shooting on our little show.
"The weather here has been pretty good for a week, which is a God-send, for it is muddy enough here at best. It is
absolutely marvellous the way they move those heavy guns and amm unition around in it. After being in the line a
fellow has enough mud on him to plant a fair-sized garden.
Don't forget to write for I sure like a bit of news. Somebody in Blighty sends me a Grand Forks Gazette every so
often now."

JOE LIVETTS LAST LETTER
The following extracts are from a letter written by the late hero on Oct.9th and received by a friend in town:
Thanks for the letters and papers which were received; we are always glad to get the local news. Cook (Ton) is back
with us again; he sometimes gets with us for a week and then goes away again. Potentier is doing stretcher-bearers
now in his company; he looks fine, you would hardly know him. They wish to be remembered to you. How are
things in Grand Forks since the conscription bill passed--did it affect many in town? No doubt the vote here will go
strong in favor of conscription.
You asked what I got the Medal for. Didn't Cook tell you in his letter? It was for attending the wounded during the
big drive on Easter Monday. That was a great day; it was splendid to see the spirit of the boys.
I suppose you are still able to have a game of golf. I wish we could get some of B. C. Weather here for a change. It
started to rain last week and is still going strong; it looks as if it had come to stay and if it has it is going to be an
awfu lly long winter. It turns very cold, found it impossible to keep warm. Wha t a rotten outlook, wet and cold from
now until next April. I think anyone who has put in a winter in the trenches has a dread of another:
I will get my leave next month and get to Blighty for a few days; that Will make me 15 months in France without
leave.
I haven't seen Murray Janes since I last wrote; perhaps you have heard from him since then. Kindly remember me to
all old friends and tell them that I an well.
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Friday, December 21,

1917

DICK ARNOLD FALLS IN
PASSCHENDAELE BATTLE
Dick Arnold succumbed to wounds on the battlefield in the Passchendael offensive, according to a letter from
Bandsman W. J. Pearson, writing under the date of Nov. 20". Pte. Arnold was a rancher and well known in the
valley, enlisting and going overseas last year. He was severely wounded in the leg and his comrades were unable to
reach him until too late.
Pte. Pearson says that Canadians are now largely used for "shock" troops on the western front When they are told to
take any point they take it, though the cost is sometimes heavy. Weather conditions were at their worst and the boys

had untold hardships.
Bandsman Pearson, who is a stretcher barer when his battalion is in action, had met Ralph Cook and Caughey
McCallum. Dick Park had gone on leave to Blighty.

Friday, December 21, 1917

SNIPED THROUGH HEART
WHILE AFTER WOUNDED
. Joe Livett Gives His Life While Trying
To Rescue His Wounded Comrades.
Jim Livett was sniped through the heart by the enemy while he attended to the wounded on the firing line according
to letters this week by G. A Griffin, with whom he had lived for some five years after coming west and prior to

enlisting at Grand Forks last year .
The death ofPte Livettwho won the Military Medal last spring, was reported in The Gazette some weeks ago, but no
details were then available. Following are two letters written by comrade to the late hero's mother, at Hartford,
Hunts., copies of which have received by Mr. Griffin:

NOBLY DID HIS DUTY
Dear Mrs. Livett,It is with heavy heart that I write you this time. When I wrote before it was to tell you ofthe
honor that had been conferred on your son Joe. This time, Mrs. Livett, he nobly did his duty but paid the supreme
sacrifice. We attacked the enemy early in the morning and on account of the nature of the ground progress was very
slow and I could see Joe everywhere attending to the wounded. About 9:30 we reached our objective and Joe came
into a shell hole next to me and tied up a man shot through the arm. I told him to watch out for snipers on our left
and he said he would and I was ordered to crawl a little to the left. Joe got the wounded man started for the rear and
was going further on to another wounded man when he was sniped. He did not suffer as he was shot through the
body. We could not spare men for a burying party, so one was sent up from the back and I understand that he was
buried near where he fell. I crawled out to him when it was dark, but his watch and papers had already been
removed, so I said goodbye and went back. I need not say any more, except that death had no fear for him as he was
always kind and upright, and his influence with our company was more than any others who was with us.Pte. J, M.

McLarty.
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Friday, August 23,1918

PTE. JAMES McDOUGALL
MAKES SUPREME SACRIFICE
Was Killed in Action in France on
August 8 After Having Been
Previously Twice Wounded
Word was received in the city on Tuesday that Private James McDougall had been killed in action in France on
August 8. He is a brother of August, Dan, Jack and Lennie McDougall of Grand Forks.
"Jimmy, as he was familiarly known here, has been overseas for nearly three years, having enlisted with the 54%
battalion in company with many other boys from the Forks. He had taken part in many of the famous attacks by the
Canadians and had been twice wounded. Only this week a letter was received from him, dated Aug. 1, in which he
said he was feeling fine, but with many other Canadians he has paid the great price of the moment against the
German in the early part of the present month.
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Friday, October 4, 1918

SERGEANT C. J. NIXON
MAKES SUPREME SACRIFICE
Fonner Grand Forks Soldier Dies in
France on Sept. 2-Went Overseas
In 1916
Sergeant C. J. Nixon died in France on Sept. 2 as a result of abdominal wounds received in action, according to a
letter received by The Gazette from his mother, Mrs. E. W. Holbrook, who is now residing with her parents at Cook
Mills, Michigan.
Sergt. Nixon and Mrs. Nixon resided in Grand Forks prior to the war and enlisted here in 1915, going overseas as a
private in 1916, since which tune Mrs. Nixon has been residing in Alberta. He spent his boyhood days in
Manistique, Michigan.
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Friday, Octo9ber 11, 1918

DONALD McQUARRIE AND
GEORGE BIRT KILLED
Fonner Was Officer Here in 1915--Latter's Family Resides
In Grand Forks
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Casualties given out within the past week again brought home to every part of Canada the great cost in manhood of
the titanic struggle now going on in France, Grand Forks has not escaped. On Saturday Mrs. Geo. Birt received the
fateful message that told her of the falling in action of her husband, Lance-Corpo ral George Birt, which occurred on
Sept. 27. Although deceased had enlisted at New Westminister, he was well known in Grand Forks and his mother
resides in Prince Edward Island. Mrs. Birt with three little children have the deep sympathy ofall in their sad
bereavement.

CAPT. McQUARRIE FALLS
News of the death in action of Captain Donald MQuarrie, son of Mayor McQuarrie of Nelson, was received with
sincere regret by many friends in Grand Forks, where he was so well known. Although a Nelson boy he came to
Grand Forks in December 1914, and obtaincd a lieutenant's commission with the Grand Forks Sharpeshooters and
retained in training here the greater part of the following summer, later going overseas with the 54 Battalion.,
Donald McQuarrie has had a brilliant record in action, having been decorated with the Military Cross for
conspicuous bravery and was promoted to the rank of captain. He was popular among all ranks as he was among
those who knew him in civilian life.

OTHERS ARE WOUNDED
Word has been received that Arthur Hobbins, who was among the early recruits here, has been wounded. His wife
resides here.
George Gaw is reported to have been wounded with gunshot in the back

Friday, October 15, 1918

MURRAY JANES IS STILL
SMILING AND CHEERFUL
Murray Janes writing from France states that the past month has been a "month of events" for him, they have been
coming fast and furious. We have some bright days, says Murray and the Hun is on the downward slope to defeat.

In describing the doings ofa certain German airman, Murray says that he had a habit of flying over the Canadian
lines protected by heavy clouds, and when over an observation balloon would come down like a mill tail ofh and
set the balloon on fire. He practised this stunt all day with varying success but he come over once too often. The
boys were there to meet him and Murray saw one of the cleanest little air fight yet. Of course, Heinie came down in
flames behind the lines. That same day he saw three German air planes brought to earth, while they landed a big
Gotha at night brining it down in flames. The Huns make good sky rockets, says Murray, but they come down
instead of up. Recently he buried a German officer, not because he liked him but he was too near the cookhouse.
Private Janes pays a splendid tribute to the late Capt. McQuarrie and says that he was him when he got his last fatal
wound. "I hope he will not have to came back to France. He was officer commanding my company and I would
take my hat off to Capt. McQuarrie any old time, the whole bunch would go with him anywhere."
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Friday, October 25, 1918

CAPT. GARLAND FOSTER
DIES FROM WOUNDS
Capt. W. G. Foster, former editor and manager of the Nelson Daily News, died of wounds on Oct. 14. Eariier in the
month he was reported as wounded at the same time as Capt. Donald McQuarrie was killed. Capt Foster went
overseas with the 54 b attalion as quartermaster in the early part of 1915. I France he acted as transport officer
until a year ago when he was made adjutant of his battalion.

Friday, November 8, 1918

PTE. ERNEST WILES
RETURNS FROM FRONT
Pte. Ernest Wiles, return ed to Grand Forks on Tuesday from Vancouver, having been recently got back from
England on account of wounds received which rendered him horde combat for any future service. Pte. Wiles left
Grand Forks in 1915, and after some training at Vernon went overseas with the 54" battalion. After seeing some
service in France in the early stages of the war he was wounded in one of the battles around the Ypre salient. After
spending several months in the hospital in England he was agin sent to the front and saw most of the big
engagements up to last April, when in one battle around Merincourt when the German offensive had obtained its
greatest speed, was hit by an explosive bullet, which caught him in the right side and fractured five ribs. He looks
particularly well considering the ordeal that he has undergone and states that the wound had practically healed but he
still carries around a souvenir, a piece ofthe bullet remaining in his lung. Pte. Wiles will remain in the city for a few
days visiting old friends before returning to Vancouver for further medical treatment. Four of his brothers are still
serving the colors, another killed about a year ago.
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Friday, December 27, 1918

TWO HEROS OF THE 547
RETURNED TO GRAND FORKS
Sergt. Fred Brewer and Pte. H. R. Hughes arrived back in Grand Forks last Saturday after having been more than
nthree years oversea. Both left Grand Forks with the 54 battalion in 1915 and saw considerable service before
being wounded last year. Sergt. Brewer, who is now looking particularly well, had been in hospital in England since
last March. Pte. Hughes left Monday to visit his home in Washington, from which he came to Grand Forks to enlist.
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Friday, January 3, 1919

GOING "OVER THE TOP"
IN AMIENS HUN ROUT.
Pte. Thos. Wilkinson, M. M. Tells of
Thrilling Moments of Attack--Wins Decoration Himself
Some weeks ago we recorded the fact that Private Thomas Wilkinson of Chri stina Lake, has been decorated with the
Military Medal and recommended for further decoration, but no information was available as to what deed of valor
had won him the decoration. It occurred during the famous drive against the Hun at Ami ens last September. The
battalion had been marching at night for a week, and writing of the charge Pte. Wilkinson says:
"The next night we moved up to our "jumping off' place, it was called Gentlewood; I shall never forget that
night-o n the right of the road was the infantry marching single file, in the middle of the road, on the left was the
cavalry. We arrived three hours ahead of time so laid down in a wheat field and got a bit of sleep. We were to 'go
over' at dawn and just before that time a heavy fog dropped; you could hardly see your hand in front of you. Talk
about a surprise for Fritz, we sure caught him on tle hop, were through his line before he knew we were coming and
chased him back about eight miles together. It some scrap; it sure was a gran d sight to see the cava1:ry sweeping
across the open; then the old tanks could be seen bumping along, behind them went the infantry, Of course, we do
not always have the tanks and cavalry in front. When we got to aur final objective I was out in front with two other·
scouts and an officer. We did not know it at the tim e, but we passed some hidden Fritz machine gun nests as
innocent as could be. We went on and saw four Huns going up a trench. We shot two and theother two threw up
their hands with the merry kamerad. The officer sent one of the fellows back with two prisoners; meanwhile the
battalion was following up and drove the Fritzies we had passed on top of us. The officer got wounded almost as
soon as the fun got properly started; we sure did have a scrap on our hands then if the Hun had the nerve to rush us;
we would have stood no show at all. You bet I was glad to see the boys coming to our rescue. The officer begged us
to leave rum and I guess we could have got out of it easy enough."
For initiative in the Arras drive some weeks later, Pte. Wilkinson was again recommended for decoration.

Friday, January 3, 1919

RETURNED SOLDIERS ARE
GUESTS OF FREE MASONS
Entertained at Banquet. Following
Installation of Officers on New

Year's Night
Members of Harmony Lodge, No. 37, A. F. & A. M.., and visiting the Masons were out in full force at the annual
installation ceremonies of the Order held in the Masonic Temple on New Year's night. It was a gala occasion for the
Craft, the happy conclusion of the war being the keynote of many spirited address by the older men of the Fraternity,
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some ofwhom laid claim to Masonic affiliation ofmore than halfa century. It was confidently predicted that with
the coming ofthe new years a better era had dawned upon the world and that 1919 "would be different." W.J. Cook
and Geo. D. Clark, pioneer Past Master ofthe local lodge, conducting the ceremony ofinstallation and the following:
Worshipful Master
Senior Warden
Junior Warden
Secretary
Treasurer
Senior Deacon
Junior Deacon
Junior Steward
Inside Guard
Tyler

T.A. Love
Joseph Willis
W.F. Huffman, P. M.
F. R. S. Barlee, P. M.
Geo. D. Clark, P. M.
John A Hutton
Chas. A. Mix
N. Setterlund
John B. McDonald
Natan Taylor

The business ofthe evening ended, an elaborate banquet was served and as on former occasions, the Masons were
honored by the presence ofa number ofreturning soldiers. A cordial welcome was extended to the homecoming
heroes by the Worshipful Master, and a hearty tribute ofappreciation on behalf ofthe members was voiced by the
Rev. Hill Wright. Mr. Cook, in well chosen words, made a presentation ofthe lodge souvenirs to Quarter-Master
Sergt. Brewer, Sergt. Barker, Pte. Cook, Pte. Joe Galipeau, Pte. Collins and Pte. Harrigan, and ringing cheers greeted
the modest words ofthanks ofthe fighting men. Musical numbers by well known local entertainers contributed
greatly to the enjoyment ofthe evening and patriotic choruses brought to a close a banner "fast night" among the
Masons.
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Friday, January 24, 1919

MONUMENT TO HONOR
OF OUR FALLEN DEAD
To the Editor ofthe Gazette:
Dear Sir.---With many other citizens ofGrand Forks and district I have been watching and waiting to see some
movement in our midst towards the erection of some monument in our city to the memory ofthose noble men who
went forth from Grand Forks to fight and who today sleep in the Field ofHonor in Flanders. Shall their names perish
from the earth or from our memories throughout neglect?--surely not. The citizens wait on some man or committee
ofmen to move in this matter in order that in a way worthy of our city their wishes may be carried out. Let the new
Mayor and Council act in this matter and let a popular subscription list be opened by The Gazette. I know the people
will respond promptly. A monument built from the pure white marble of our own district and erected on the post
office grounds, bearing the names ofour fallen heroes, would keep green in our memory those living dead who gave
their lives for us. Grand Forks has lost more men in battle in proportion to population than probably any other city in
British Columbia. Such men are worthy ofthe praise and honor of all worthy citizens. Yours sincerely
HILLIS WRIGHT
Grand Forks, Jan. 18, 1919
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Friday, January 24, 1919
Word was received in the city, yesterday that Pte. Fred Daly had arrived at Halifax Wednesday, from England, Pte.
Daly enlisted in Grand Forks in 1915 and went overseas with the 54 battalion.
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Friday, February 21, 1919
Word was received this week from Tack Cook that he had been up before the medical board in England and is slated
for the first hospital ship for Canada. While his many friends will be glad to learn they will regret to learn that it has
bccn nacssary for him ta travel on a hospital ship.

Friday, March 14, 1919

THREE MORE WARRIORS
RETURN FROM ENGLAND
Lieut. R. H. Sinclair and Pte. Lundy
Frankovitch Arrived Saturday,
Pte. Donnelly on Tuesday
Lieut. Robert H. Sinclair and Pte. Lundy Frankovitch arrived back in town Saturday evening and were given a royal
welcome home by a large crowd ofold friends at the depot. They had come over on the Lapland and reported a
highly satisfactory trip.
Lieut. Sinclair, formerly accountant for the Western Pine Lumber Co., enlisted and went overseas with the famous
54 battalion and saw service in trenches in France with the 54" almost to the conclusion ofhostilities without
drawing a "Blighty." Last fall he was selected by his colonel for a commission and was in England completing his 3
month' course when the armistice was signed. Although the battalion was kept up to strength, there were only about
30 or 40 ofthe original 54 with the battalion at the finish. Lieut. Sinclair reports having seen many ofthe Fork boys
in England and says he practically never missed an issue ofthe Grand Forks Gazette, which was always welcome.
He left Wednesday morning for Hutton Mills, in northern B. C., to take a position with U. G. G. Sawmills, ofwhich
W. Mark DeCew is manager.
LUNDY GOT A BLIGHTY
Lundy Frankovitch is as happy and good natured as ever and his jaunt over the pond seems but a dream. He received
most ofhis training in England last year but was long enough in France to be sent to Blighty, though his wound was
ofa minor nature..He saw most ofthe sights ofEngland and Scotland with Glen Manly and Cars McLcod.
MARKHAD TO LEAVE MURRAY
Mark Donnelly reached town Tuesday night from England, where he and Murray Janes had thoroughly enjoyed
themselves on leave together in London and went broke shortly before leaving. Pte. Donnelly came from Phoenix
and enlisted here four years ago last month. He went overseas with a draft ofthe 54, with Tack Cook, "Jonsey,"
Bill Pearson and others. He stayed at the front without a scratch until last September, when he was wounded, and
was still in hospital in England when the armistice was signed.
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Friday, March, 1919
Word was received that Bert Beer, a former engineer here for the C. P. R., who went overseas with the 54 battalion,
has died from influenza in London.
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Friday, March 21, 1919
Fred Daly returned Wednesday from Vancouver, having received his military discharge.

Friday, March 21, 1919
Pte. Larry Walton arrived from Nelson on Wednesday and left yesterday for the coast to secure his military
discharge.
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Friday, March 21,1919
Sergt. A. Potentier left on Tuesday's delayed train for Vancouver to make further reports to military authorities.

Friday, March 21, 1919
Pte. E. Dobson reached town on Tuesday from Vancouver, having recently arrived from overseas. He is here on a
fortnight's leave. Pte. Dobson went overseas with the 54 , three years ago and although he has been through some of
the severest fighting in France, he looks the picture of health. He has been staying with Sam Baker.

Friday, March 28, 1919

SEVEN GRAND FORKS
SOLDIERS ARE NOW

NEARING HOME
Official information was received this morning by Secretary Barlee of the Return ed Soldier's Committee that seven
of the Grand Forks soldiers en route from overseas are now nearin g home.
Harold Potentier and Murray Janes crossed the Atlantic on the S. S. Celtic and left Halifax for Grand Forks on
March 24,
Douglas Carter, Richard Park, W. J. Pearson and A. H. Johnson arrived by the Royal George and left Halifax for the
west on the 25%

W. P. O'Connor was the only passenger on the Olympic for the Forks. He left Halifax for home on the 25,
According to information received these soldiers are being sent to their dispersal station, which is understood to be
Revelstoke, so that it is presumed they will not be able to reach Grand Forks before Tuesday evening.
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Friday, April II, 1919

TEN FIGHTING HEROES
RETURN IN PAST WEEK
Monty Mudge Prisoner in Germany
For Three Years, Tells of
Hunnish Inhumanity
There has been a lively homecoming ofsoldiers from overseas during the past week, and every C. P. R. Train has
seen large delegations of citizens at the depot to welcome the returning heroes,
Friday's train brought W. P. O'Conner, who had returned to Victoria with the C, M. R.'s and securing his discharge
at once, came directly home.
Saturday's train brought Lieut. A. J. Harris, son of Mr. And Mrs. A. J. Harris. He had not resided here for some time
prior to enlistment.
On Monday's train from the coast were Douglas Carter, W. J. Pearson and Murray Janes, who had gone through to
Victorias with the C. M. R.'s. and received their discharges there. The fonner went over with the 225 and the latter
two with the 54,
From thecast on Tuesday came Monty Mudge, Robert Campbell, Geo. C. Brown and A. W. Galipeau, all ofwhom
went overseas in the early part ofthe war. Monty Mudge was one ofthe famous first contingent quota from Grand
Forks and who, with A. Potentier and George Fritz, was taken prisoner by the Germans in April 1915, His story of
atrocities ofthe Germans towards prisoner is stiffening in comprehension of cruelty and inhumanity practised. The
experience ofthose permitted to live was only made possible by parcels forwarded to them by the Red Cross and
other agencies at home.
On last night's train was Robert Ball, who prior to enlisting here with the 48. His pal A Purdon, formerly with the
Commerce at Rock Creek, and who enlisted here at the same time, returned at Vancouver some time ago but
unfortunately lost a leg in the fighting.
One happy feature ofall those returning to Gran Forks this week is that they are all comparative splendid physical

condition.

Friday, May 2, 1919
Everett G. Eaton, popularly known as "Tim" arrived in town Tuesday evening from overseas and was given a hearty
welcome by his many friends. "Tim" enlisted here with the fighting 54th and has been in the fray well on to four
years, during which time he has seen about every variety ofexcitement that is to be had around the war zone. He had
several trips to "Blighty" but has returned in fairly good condition physically.
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Friday, May, 1919

SOLDIERS FROM GRAND FORKS
WHO ENLISTED DlJRING WAR
The following is an unrevised list, prepared by the G. W.V.A. and the secretary ofthe Returned Soldiers
Committee, of men from Grand Forks and valley, who enlisted for the war. Persons knowing of omissions or of
error either in names, rank or units are requested to notify F. RS. Barlee, Secretary Returned Soldiers' Committee
or the Editor of The Gazette:
It should be noted that this list does not include the hundred or more who enlisted and trained here but who had not
resided here prior to enlisting.
Ashley, Pte. W.
Arnold, Pte. R.,
Atwood, M. C. Lieut. J.P. C.,
Armson, Pte. Harry B.,
Broad, Sergt. Hubert,
Lieut. Leinster, Reg.
Broad, Corp. Geoffrey
Brewer, Pte., Jesse
Broulette, Pte. H.
Brewer, Sergt. Fred
Barker, Sergt.-Major, P.
Barlee, Pte. ff Dailing
Brown, Pte. Geo. C.
Barker, Pte. William
Birt, Pte. William
Coy, Sergt, E.C.
Cooke, Pte. Frank
Cook, Pte. W.T.
Collins, Pte., Cecil
Carter, Pte., Douglas
Campbell, C. O.Sergt. Robt.
Cook, Pte. Ralph
Dinsmore, Pte. Robert
Dopson, Pte. E. A.
Deverell, Pte. T. J.
Dixon, Pte., H. E.
Eureby, Pte. E. W.
Eaton, Pte. E. G.
Fitz, Pte., George
Fleming, Pte. Wilson
Fleming, Pte. Wilson
Farmer, Pte. Don
Fray, Pte. John
Green, Corpl. Lawrence
Gauthier, Pte. Edgar

196TH Battalion.
225 Battalion
Strathcona Horse
Canadian Anny Medical Corps
2 Contingent

Killed

Killed
Wounded

Wounded and died in
England

2 Contingent
2Contingent

54 Battalion

Wounded

54" Battalion
102" Battalion

196 Battalion

54 Battalion
2 Contingent
2° Contingent
54 Battalion

102 battalion

Killed
Killed
Killed

Killed
Killed
Wounded
Gassed and Wounded

225 Battalion

131Battalion
4 7 th Battalion

54 Battalion
225 Battalion
225 Battalion
1
Battalion
1 02 Battalion
102 nd Contingent
I r1 Contingent
3"% Contingent
3"% Contingent
196 Battalion
196 th Battalion
1Contingent
54 Battalion

r

Wounded
Killed
Wounded
Killed
Wounded
Wounded
Prisoner of War

Killed
Gassed
Invalided home and died.
Gassed and died at home
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Galipeau, Pte. A. W.
Gallipeau, Lance-CorpL
Hicks Pte. Francis
Hunter, CorpL Jas. D.
Hobbins, Pte. A.
Hoadley, Sergt., J. J.

Heaven, M. M., Pte. Alfred G.
Hussey, Pte. E. S. L.

102 Battalion
I 02nd Battalion
J31 Contingent
1 Contingent
2" Contingent
3 rd Contingent

102" Battalion
102Battalion

Hussey, Pe. E. S. L

102 Battalion

Holmes, Pte. Wilfred,
Hadden, Sergt. Walter E.
Harkness, Pte. David
Harrison, Pte. Ernest
Harris, Lieut. S. A.
Jones, Pte. H. W.
Janes, Pte Murray
Johnson, Pte. Alex
Kellett, Pte.W.
Lamond, Sergt. Robert
Lewis, Lance-Corpl. Joseph
Mudge, Pte. Montague F.
Mills, Pte. Everett,
Mudge, Pte. Chas. A.
Munro, Pte. Aulay
Mann, Lieut. Arthur R.
McCallum, Pte Caughey
McCaUum, Pte. Cecil
Mcllwaine, Pte. Robert
Mcinnes, Pte W. C.
Nicholls,. Pte. John
Newbauer, Pte. Robert
O'Connor, Pte. W. P.
McDougall, Pte James
Potentier, Sergt. A.
Potentier, Pte Harold
Potentier Pte. Albert
Pearson, Pte. W.J.
Park, Pte. R.
Pell, Pte. T. A.
Planr, Lance-Corp., J. R.
Reid, Pte. W. L
Rowell, Pte., R. W.
Rooke, M. M, Pte., T. J.
Reynolds, Lieut. E. S.
Slater. Pte., John
Sayer, Pte., Wm.
Stacey, Pte., C. V.
Salw,Pte., Harry
Symes, Pte. Keith
Symes, Sergty., Archibald
Shepard, Pte., G.

102Battalion
225 Battalion

Wounded
Wounded
Killed
Wounded
Killed
Wounded
Died of wounds
Wounded

Killed

47 Battalion
R. F. C.
54Battalion
225 Battalion

Wounded
Wounded
Killed

30 Battalion

·wounded
Killed

3 rd Contingent
48* Highlanders
1Contingent
1 Contingent
3" Battalion
47 Battalion
Canadian Army Medical Corps
47" Battalion
231 Battalion

Killed
Prisoner of War

Killed

Killed
Canadian Army Medical Corps
2251h Battalion
196 Battalion
2C . M. R.
54 ti, Battalion
1 Contingent
Princess Pats
Princess Pats
2C.M. R.
172 Battalion

Killed
Killed
Prisoner of War
Wounded
Wounded

Shell Shock
Killed

1 Conting ent

2Contingent
225 th Battalion
znd Canadian Pioneers
1 Contingent
2 nd Contingent
54 Battalion
54 Battalion
54 Battalion
102 nd Battalion
3 rd Battalion

Killed by train
Killed
Wounded
Wounded

Invalided home
Wounded
Invalided home
Died of wounds
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Shepard, Pte., H.

3 Battalion

Sinclair, Lieut., R. H.
Scott, Pte., P.
Taylor, Sergt., Percy
Todd, Pe., J.
Traunweiser, Lieut., George
Williams, Pte., Hatty MvK.
Walker, Lieut., W.
Whitford, Pte., F.

54" Battalion
30 Battalion
pt Contingent
3" 1 Contingent
Royal Flying Corps
3" Contingent
2 Contingent
2Contingent
2' Contingent
3 Contingent

Wiseman, Pte., George
Woods, Pte., Thos.
Wiles, Pte., Ernest
Walters, Pte., Harold
Wilson, Pte., Wm.
Zuelkhe, Pte., Fred

54% Battalion
48" Battalion
225 Battalion

Wounded·

Wounded
Wounded
Killed
Killed
Wounded

Wounded
Killed

Wounded

*************************************************************************************************
Friday, June 30, 1919
Sergt. Arthur Carlisle returned to his home at Cascade last week after having been about three years on active service
in France.

Friday, June 6, 1919
According to dispatch the 47, 54" and 102" battalions are now en route from England. Each of the battalions has a
considerable number of Grand Forks and Boundary district boys, the homecoming of whom will be looked forward

to.
Friday, June 13, 1919

RECEPTION AT REVELSTOKE
FOR GALLANT

54

th

The 54 battalion, originally a Kootenay-Boundary battalion and one which has brought honor and glory to Canada,
having been through much of the heaviest fighting "over there," was expected to arrive at Revelstoke yesterday for
demobilization and where an elaborate reception has been arrang e for.

Friday, June 13,1919

Pte. McHveen arrived home on Sunday from overseas. He was formerly employed with the C. P.R., here and
enlisted with 54 battalion. Although having seen nearly four years' service with the famous fighting unit he escaped
wounds of any kind and returned hale and hearty .

Friday, June 20, 1919
Jim Jory reached his home in Greenwood this week after spending four years on active service with the famous 54

battalion, with which he went overseas as well as returned.
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Friday, June 27, 1919

SOLDIERS RETURNING
TOMORROW MORNING
According to the latest advise there will be four soldiers returning, from overseas on the train at 2 o'clock tomorrow
morning, coming by way of Revelstoke. Those expected are: Roy McLeod, Walter Evans, Tommy Loeske and W.
P. Thompson. The later was, one time connected with the Royal Bank.

Friday, June 27, 1919
Quite a number of boys are expected to arrive from overseas in a day or so, having come over on the Acquitania and
left Halifax for Revelstoke last Friday. Among those expected are Roy McLeod and Walter Evans.

Friday, July 4, 1919
Roy McLeod, Walter Evans and Tommy Loeske arrived home last Saturday morning in spite ofthe early hour a
large gathering was at the depot to meet them They looked hale and hearty, but were glad to be back.
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Friday, July 18, 1919
W.T. Cook familiarly known as "Tuck" arrived home, last night from overseas. Tack quit handing out coins at the
Bank of Commerce here in 1915 in order to get a chance at the Huns and went overseas with a draft of the 54, 1ater
going into action with the famous 7battalion. After a Blighty and wile there had repeated attacks of flu and
pneumonia, against which he had a hard fight but won out and his hosts of friends are glad to welcome him back to
the Forks again.
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GRAND FORKS SUN
1914 to 1919
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Friday, May 14, 1914

RECRUITING FOR
54"7BATTALION
Col. W. M. Davis, of Victoria, officer commanding the 54 battalion, arrived in Grand Forks on Monday and spent a
couple of days in the city inspecting the Sharpshooters and arranging details with Capt. Kirk for recruiting the
members ofthe company into the Caetano-Boundary battalion now being organized. Capt. Kirk has been made loca1
recruiting officer, and two hundred men are wanted from this city for immediate overseas service. Recruiting offices
have also been opened in the boundary at Greenwood,. Phoenix and Cascade. Recruiting notices have been posted at
ail these points, and during the short time the offices have been open a large number ofmen have enlisted.
At Nelson recruiting is increasing rapidly, and with a few days halfofthe number ofmen to be raised there probably
will be on the roll.

Vernon will be the point of mobilization for the 54 Caetano and Boundary battalion. This was announced Thursday
night by Col. W. M. Davis, officer commanding. The date ofmobilization was not stated, but it is understood to be

soon. It is therefore expected that men intending to enlist should immediately do so before the recruiting depots
close.

Friday, May 17, 1914
No promotions have been made in what is now the Grand Forks company ofthe
until the battalion is organized, according to the officer in charge.

54 battalion, and none can be made

Friday, May 28, 1914
The Daughters ofthe Empire tendered the Grand Forks members ofthe 54 battalion a luncheon in the Davis hall on
Wednesday evening. All the soldiers availed themselves ofthe invitation to be present and a very dainty repast was
served.

Friday, May 28, 1915

SOLDIERS ARE
ENTERTAINED
The concert on Wednesday evening in the Empress Theatre, tendered the members ofthe Grand Forks company of
the 54 battalion by the musical talent ofthe city, was one ofthe most enjoyable and artistic entertainment held here
for years. The house was crowded, and those who came late were unable fo find standing room.
Before the opening ofthe program, two ladies, Miss Marjorie Mann and Miss Doris Kinman, dressed as Red Cross
nurses and provided with a collection boxes, solicited subscriptions from those who entered the house. In this
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manner the funds ofthe Red Cross Society were encircled to the extent ofabout $55. Owing to the unavailable
absence ofMayor H. C. Kirman acted as chairman.
Th e opening number ofthe program was "Excelsior" by the chorus, this was heartily encored. The following vocal,
violin and piano solos, a violin and piano duet, and a trio, those taking the rendition ofthe selections being Mr. And
Mrs. F. E. Lawes, Miss Edna Traunweiser, Miss carter, Arnold carter, Mr. Tasker, Mrs. N. L. Mcinnes, Miss
Marjorie Kinnan, J. W. Petch, John Donaldson, Miss Jessie Downey, and last, and also least in size, a young recruit
who appeared incognito. He wasn't much over twelve inches hin height, nor could his age have exceded eighteen
months, but he sang a chorus of"Tipperary" so well the that he had to respond to an encore. Mrs. Laws, who
_appeared near the dose o-f the entertainment, rendered several popular selections, and she was recall .so often that she
became quite fatigued walking off and on the stage. The last nwnber on the program was a selection by Mrs. Laws
and the chorus. This also made a decided hit.

At the close ofthe performance the chairman called for three cheers and a tiger for the gallant men who would soon
be leaving to fight for their King and Empire. They were lustily given.

Friday, May 28, 1915
The date of mobilization of the 54th battalion has been extended to June 6. May 28 was the date first named.
Friday, May 28, 1915

RECRUITING FOR THE 547
According to returns made to the Nelson Daily News, the following is a detailed statement of recruiting up to

yesterday at the depots in the Caetano-Boundary district:
Quota

Secured

Needed

Nelson and Kaslo
Rossland and Trail

250

206
55

44

Grand Forks

103
JOO
200

75
70

85
28
30

81

119

50

26
41
11

26
159
31

Fernie
Cranbrook, Golden, Fields

Revelstoke
Kamloops and northern country
Similkameen valley

150

200
50

---

1,100
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Friday, June 4, 1915

556

534
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NEWS OF THE CITY
The following members ofthe Grand Forks company ofthe 54 battalion left for their home city early on Tuesday to
attend the Nelson business men's picnic at Proctor yesterday, as the guests ofthe committee: Lieut. D. A.
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MQuarrie, Comp. L. A. McMillan, Lance-Corp. K. E. Wilkinson and Ptes. D. G. Denny, W. A. Curran , R. S.
Stevens, R. Whitehead, D. E. McLeod, A. F. Graves, A. Beer, R. Harris, W. F. Jordan, R. S. Ashby, Frank
Silverton, 3. F. Thompson, T. Dolphin, G. O. Brown, S. J. Hillyard, J. H. England and D. G. Davies.

Friday, June 4, 1915

The members of the Grand Forks company of the 54 battalion, who attended the business men's picnic in Nelson
yesterday, returned to the city today.
Friday, June 5, 1915

RECRUITING FOR THE 54"7
According to returns made by the Nelson News, the following is a detailed statement ofrecruiting up to yesterday at
the depots in the Caetano-Boundary district:
Quota

Secured

Nelson and Kaslo

250

245

5

Rossland and Trail

150
100
100
200
50
200
50

68
83

82
17

98

2

114

86

54
50
13

150

1,100

725

579

Grand Forks

Fernie
Cranbrook, Golden and Fields

Revelstoke
Kamloops and northern country

Similkameen Valley

Needed

37

Friday, June 1 1, 1915

SOLDIERS LEAVE
FOR VERNON
Almost eighty of the Grand Forks detachment ofthe 54 battalion, left at 2:30 this afternoon by special train for the
training camp at Vernon. This leaves only about ten soldiers in the city as a nucleus for the next contingent.
Previous to entraining the company marched through the principal streets. As the soldiers passed up Bridge street
"Tipperary" was sung right heartily. This brought forth cheers from the citizens lining the sidewalks.
At the station an immense crowd had gathered to bid the boys farewetI. After being photographed in a group the
soldiers boarded the cars, where they bid farewell to relatives and friends, and the train pulled out amid loud
cheering and waving of hats and handkerchiefs.
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The following is list ofmembers ofthe-detachment:
Sergt. John Gibson, Grand Forks, blacksmith, 12 years with King's Royat Rifles as bugler.
Sergt. NF. Brewer, Grand Forks, fireman.
Cop. L. A. McMila, Nclson, surveyor, one year 6 D. C O. R., Vancouver.
Corp. A. E. Roomark, Nelson, rancher.
Lance Corp . K. E. Wilkinson, Nelson, civil engineer, three years 18" Regiment, Victoria, as sergennt.
J. O. S. O1son, Gran d Forks, tailor.
Albert Beer, Grand Forks, locomotive engin eer.

Timothy Sallis, Grand Forks.
R. S. Neil, Phoenix, cook.

George Mario, Greenwood, fireman.
Percy F. Poulton, Phoenix, miner
William A. Currau, Nelson, newspaperman.
Telemekos Ritchie, Nelson, naval fireman, Greek navy.
E. T. Dallen, Nelson.
Charles Sandison, Nelson, chauffeur, three years Scottish Horse (Yeomanry).
George Miller, Greenwood, blacksmith.
Richard Taylor, Nelson, bartender, three years Scots Greys and I 8 mons. Highland Light Horse.
W. J. Jourdan, Midway, chauffeur.
Ernest Duke, Grand Forks, farmer.
John McInnis, Grand Forks, electrician.
W.J. Pearson, Grand Forks, electrician
Frank Silverton, Nelson, bridge carpenter.

George Shepard, Nelson, bricklayer.
Mark Donnelly. Phoenix. miner.
Thomas Dolphin, Nelson, farmer.
Nelson Jackson, Nelson, machinist.
Ubert J. Mahood, Nelson, farmer.
Gwynne 0. Brown, Nelson, bookkeeper and stenographer.
R. S. Ashby, Rossland, clerk.
A. H. Johnson, Grand Forks, labourer.
A. E. Graham, Nelson, newspaperman, two years 102" R. M. R., Nelson.
A. F. Graves, Nelson, Banker.
D. E. McLeod, Nelson.
D. E. Jones, Nelson, clerk.
H. A. Brd, Phoenix, clerk.

John Quin, Nelson, rancher.
James J. McDougall, Grand Forks, carpenter.
W.J. Jory, Greenwood, foreman carpenter, eight years with 2 Duke ofCornwall's Light Infantry.
0. R. Matthews, Greenwood, timekeeper, 12 years Devonshire Regiment as corporal.
John D Morrison, Greenwood, miner.
·
Edgar Gauthier, Grand Forks, carpenter.
H. C. Jenks, Greenwood, cook.
W.K. Symes, Grand Forks, cook.
D. J, McPhee, Grand Forks, teamster.
John Meyer, Greenwood, prospector, two years 59 1h battalion Swiss army as corporal.
Alfred Jackson, Colunbia, C. P. R. Bridgeman.
Thomas Mckinley, Grand Forks, miner.
W. F. Con ry, Grand Forks, machinist, two years naval brigade , Wanganai.
W. H. Henderson, Phoenix, three months heavy artillery in Massachusetts.

Charles Swanson, Rock Creek, rancher.
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Alex Hebner Johnson, Rock Creek, rancher.
J.C. Carman, Phoenix, motorman.

HerbertSummers, Grand Forks.
D. D. McMillan, Phoenix.
Frank Matetyta, Boundary Falis.
John White, England.
E. E. Nicholson, Prince Edward Island.
Roy Harris, Nelson.
R. S. Agne w, Scotland .

T. M. McNeil, Alberta.
Pat Camey, Ireland.

M. Tunney, Quebec.
Edgar Russell, Ontario.
As Johnson, Ireland.

Friday, June 112, 1915
The members of the Grand Forks company ofthe $4 battalion, were guests of the Knights of Pythius at the
entertainment given by the Nashville students at the Empress theatre on Monday evening.
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Friday, June 11, 1915
The Daughters of the Empire presented each member of the local company of the 54 battalion with a handy
"housewife" and a basket for the trip to Vernon.

Friday, July 23, 1915
The 54 th regiment has now commenced mounting the main guard and C company has had the honour of being the
first company chosen for the service, says a dispatch from Vernon. C company including the men who enlisted at
Grand Forks. The men who constitute the guard were under the command of Sergt. Fred Brewer and Corp. Jack
Quinn and were highly complimented on their work when they came off duty by the officer of the day, who told them
that it was the smartest guard that had been mounted at Vernon. This: is a feather in the cap of C company, the 54
and the Grand Forks Sharpshooters and Lieut. D. A. McQuarrie, who was to a great extent responsible for their

training.

**************"'**********************************************************************************
Friday, August 6,1915

DRAFT TO FRONT FROM 54
VER NON, B. C., Aug.2-There are some heartburning in the central mobilization camp tonight · Everybody wants
to go on the next overseas draft and only 850 men are called for. The 54 battalion will send C company under the
command of Lieut. Tooker. Each of the three infantry battalions will send 250 men and the l 1 th Canadian Mounted
Rifles will send its second draft of50 men. With Lieut. Tooker in the 54 draft will go Lieut. Woodward, Audy and
Raphel of Vancouver, and Lieut. D, A. McQuartic of Nelson.
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Lieut. J. McNeil will go in command of the 47 b attalion detachment, whose officers and men will be selected in a
few days. The officers of the 62b attalion draft will consist of Lieut. W. S. Marshall, A, E, S, Lane, H. M. Kitchen,
G. H. Sebarsmidt and S. E. Workman. In each infantry detachment there are 232 men, five Lieutenants, eight
sergeants and eight corporals. The total of 850 include 50 from the Canadian army service corps.
Cot DuffStuart today confirmed the report ofmobilization of a pioneers' battalion to do work in the battle zone
similar to that of the engineers. Col. Hodgins of Victoria will be in command and Capt. Macdonnell of the.11 th C.
M. R. wm be promoted to the rank of Major and second in command.

Friday, August 6, 191 5
W.T. Cook, H. C. Jones and a number of other Grand Forks members of the 54 battalion, now stationed at Vernon,
will visit the city next week on a leave of absence, prior to their departure for the front.

Friday, August 6, 1915
Colour Sergeant Peter Baker and Immigration Inspector McCallum returned on Wednesday to the camp
battalion at Vernon. They took an Austrian to that city for internment in the detention camp.

of the 54

Friday, August 13, 1915

SOLDIERS OF 54
VISIT THE CITY
Sergt. K. E. Wilkinson and Privates W.T. Cook, H. C. Jones, W. Pearson, D. R. Dawson, Stacey Kenny, Cronin and
Runm ark, members of the Grand Forks continent of the 54 battalion, now stationed at Vernon, visited the city this
week on leave of absence, prior to their departur e for the front They travelled in a motor car, and arrived here on
Sunday afternoon, Mr. Bernie, a former resident of this city, acted as chauffeur. The boys spent a pleasant time with
paren ts, relative and friends. Many enjoyable entertainment were held in their honour. They started on their return
trip to Vernon at 4 o'clock yesterday afternoon. It is expected that the overseas draft from the 54 battalion will
leave Vernon for England next Tuesday.

*************************************************************************************************
Friday, September 11, 1915
A report is current that Compan y of the 54"wit not go as a draft , but will be held back until the Kootenay regimen t
leaves as a unit. After a base company has been formed this will mean that the battalion will be about 150 men over
strength.

************************************************************************************************
Friday, September 24, 1915
Sergt. Brewer, of the 54"battalion arrived in the city on Saturday from Vernon on a few days' leave. On Monday he
was compelled to go to the Cottage hospital for medical treatment.
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Friday, July14, 1916
Caghley McCallum is in Bramshott, England. In a letter to his parents in the city, he states that the Canadian troops

are receiving a special course in training, but they expect to leave for the front in France.

Friday, September 22, 1916
A dispatch was received in the city today saying that Pte. Albert Portenier had been wounded in the left thigh while
fighting the Huns, somewhere in France.

Friday, February 23, 1917
Lieut. Donald McQuarrie is now in Gray's Inn hospital, England, according to a letter received from him by his
father, M. R. McQuarrie, ofNelson, in which he stated that his condition is steadily improving and that there were
but three wounds in his face uhealed. He expects to regain the use ofhis voice.

Friday, April 6, 1917
Major W. H. Glossop, ofRock Creek, who came to the city last summer to act as second in command ofthe
Boundary Kootenay battalion, was reported in Monday's dispatches as having been appointed commandant at the
general depot, Shorncliffe, England.

Friday, May 4, 1917
W.T.Cook on Tuesday last received a telegram from the military authorities stating that his son, William Tasker
Cook, formerly teller in the Bank ofCommerce in this city, has been wounded on April 14 by a gunshot in his arm,
and that he had been taken to the hospital atWalasey.

Friday, May 4, 1917
Lieut. Donald MQuarrie, who has been invalided home, returned to Nelson on Saturday last. On October 13 last he
received a sniper's bullet that tore away a portion ofhis left jaw and put him out ofaction.

Friday, May 18, 1917

RECEPTION TO A
SOLDIER FROM FRANCE
Lieut. Don McQuarrie, who, prior to going overseas, was stationed in Grand Forks for a number ofmonths, arrived
in the city on the noon train on Monday last from Nelson. In the evening a public reception was tendered him in the
Davis hall, and nearly all ofour citizens availed them ofthis opportunity to shake his hands with the gallant soldier.
A pleasing program, consisting of short speeches, vocal and instrumental music and recitations, was rendered, and
light refreshment were served. Lieut. MQuartic intends to return to the front as soon as he recovers from his
wounds
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Friday, May 18, 1917
During one ofthe Somme battles, A. N. Mowatt, at one time a member ofthe Sun staff, was made a king's sergeant,
and is mentioned for decoration for his work at Vimy Ridge.

Friday, May 18, 1917
A. N. Mowatt, who enlisted in this city was in the Vimy Ridge drive, and was wounded in the leg and both shoulders.
He is now in a hospital in England.

Friday, May 25, 1917
Last Saturday's casualty Hst contained the mane ofWilson Fleming asa have being killed in action. Mt. Fleming left
Grand Forks with the 54th battalion. Prior to enlisting he was employed at the Grandby smelter, and he was
prominent in labor union circles and very popular among his friends. He was a single man and about twenty-five
years ofage. A brother ofhis lives in this city, where the deceased awned some residential property, but his parents
reside in Boston, Mass.
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Friday, June 22, 1917

REPORTED DIED
OF WOUNDS
Another Grand Forks Man
Makes Supreme Sacrifice

For The Empire
Yesterday's casualty list contained the name ofC. A, Coughlan, who about nine days ago was reported wounded, as
having died ofwounds.
Mr. Coughlan was employed by P. Burns & Co. In this city for a number ofyears, and had a large number offriends
here. For two or three years he acted as manager ofthe local branch. He enlisted at Nelson, where he was employed
at the time, and eft here for Vernon with the 54" battalion. He is survived by his wife, who is living in Vancouver at
present. A brother in law of deceased, H. Lutley, is a resident ofthis city.

Friday, August 17, 1917
F, Williarasat, a saldicrofthe 54 battalion who has sccn service at the front, and who has been spending a short
time in the district on leave, left for Vancouver on Wednesday ro report.
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Friday, September 21, 1917

THE GRANDBY'S
ROLL OF HONOR
Men From the Big Plant

Who Have Served
Empire at the Front
The following five men were the first ofthe smelter employees to enlist from Grand Forks at the outbreak ofthe war.
These men went over from Valcartiers, Quebec, with the 7th battalion:
A. Portentier-Occupation, furnace helper. He was taken prisoner at the first battle ofYpres. He was at first
confined at Geissen, but has since been transferred elsewhere. Parcels are sent him regularly, which are
acknowledged.
F. J, Hicks=Occupation, feeder. He was killed in action April, 1917, at the battle of St. Julien.
George Fitz-Occupation, welder. He was next in rank to F.J. Hicks at the battle ofSt. Julien, and was taken prison
at that time. He was confined originally at Geissen and after several changes is back there. He has been on the point
ofbeing exchanged on different occasions, but was held up at the boundary.. His home is at Bangor, Maine, and he
was the first American to enlist from Grand Forks. He has been well looked after by the Odd Fellows and is in good
shape, with the exception ofa bad ankle.
L. Green-cO
cupation craneman. Green did not reach France, but was invalided home and has since died of cancer.
Percy TaylorOccupation motorman. He was put on transport service, where he is still accomplishing useful work
somewhere in France.

Others who have left since the first group are as follows:
Harry WilliamOccupation pipe fitter. Williams is another American and went with the 48 in January, 1915. He
was killed in action on September 15, 1916.
Wilson Fleming--Occupation, loader. Fleming also went with the and was killed by a shell on the 3" ofMay last.
E. DopsonOc
cupation, furnaceman. Dopson, who has been twice badly wounded, went with the 225 and is now
in the hospital.
W. J. PearsonOc
cupation, motorman. Pearson, who went with the first draft ofthe $4, was buried by a shell at
the second battle ofYpres. He was covered for sixteen hours and spent ten months in the hospital recovering from
shell shock. He is now back as bandsman with the Canadian Mounted Rifles.
Others at the front from the Grand Forks smelter are: PeterBarker, W. Sayer, F. Cook, F. Brewer, Murray Janes, J.
W Cook, H. and A Potentier (son of A. Potentier), and Jack Plant. The last four went in February, 1916, with the
McGill University corps. Cook is now a win; cutter and Plant a drill instructor.
H. De Lispenasse was the first man to leave Grand Forks for the front, as he was called to the French colors on
August 10, 1914, and is now acting as interpreter.
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Friday, September 21, 1917
Mrs. W. 3. Galipeau on Saturday received a telegram from the military authorities at Ottawa, saying that her son,

Aldemar, had been wounded in action at the front

Friday, October 12, 1917
Billy Roscoe, who left Vernon for overseas with the 54 battalion and who spent four months in the trenches, is in
Grand Forks this week. He was wounded in his leg by the bursting shell and invalided home He states that at one
time there were seven brothers ofthe Roscoe family at the front. Two ofthem have been killed in action. He also
has a sister who is a Red Cross nurse at the front. She was wounded while bandaging the injured on the battlefield. ,

Friday, October 12, 1917

Harry Carson, who has done his bit in the trenches in France and Flanders, passed through the city on Tuesday en
route to his home in Phoenix. He was wounded in one ofhis legs.
Friday, November 23, 1917
Pte. Ray McDonald, a returned soldier, has been visiting at the home ofMr. And Mrs. C. H. Heaven for a fortnight.
He went overseas with the 54 battalion from Vernon. After two weeks in the trenches he was taken seriously with
pneumonia, and later invalided home. Mr. McDonald left for Vancouver on Tuesday to await his discharge from the
Canadian army. He expect to report to the American military authorities for service, as previous to the war he was in
Uncle Sam's arty and obtaincd periission to sign up with the Canadians.
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Friday, January 4, 1918
Sergt. A. N. Mowatt is still in a hospital at Seaford, England. He many have to under go another operation for
shrapnel, and it will probably be three months before he will be able to go back to France.

Friday, March 15, 1918

LETTER FROM
THE FRONT LINES
The following Jetter, dated somewhere in France, has been received from Murray Janes by a friend of his in this city:

'"'I wrote you some time ago from Paris, where I was on leave for fourteen days. I arrived back on January 27 to my
battalion, where your parcel and two letters were waiting for me. I thank you very much for the gloves and the other
contents ofthe parcel. Now to answer your letter. I certainly feel sorry far you and B------ that you have to go dry.
Maybe we will be able to open the old town up again after the war; at any rate, we will have a try at it ifwe come
through this fight. Do you know, that l am about all in. That little affair the Canadians had t Passchendaele in
Belgium came very near putt6ing the finishing touches on me. I got too much gas and I was knocked about a good
deal by heavy shellone minute I was in the air and the next minute buried in mud I do not know to this day how
in hI came through at all. But I have never felt the same since. I am nearly blind at night and sometimes in the
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daytime 1 lose all power of seeing anything. I am totally blind for as much as half a minute at a time. 1 just have to
stand still and look like ad-fool. Nearly ten months in France and I have never missed my turn to go in the front
fine; but old Fritz has never scored a bit-but, holy Moses, he has been awfu lly close. Poor old Joe Levitt! He got
his in Belgium. He was one of the best stretcher bearer in his battalion. Poor Percy Taylor, I do not know if he was
wounded or not. I have only sen him oco since I came to Frarcc; but he was in Belgium when I was thrc and he
certainly was in a good place to get hit. It was a good, warm place up there, and everybody who came out was lucky.
I saw Archie Brown and young McCallum yesterday. They have been wounded, but they were looking fine, Jimmy
McDougall I saw today; he is in good health and looking good too. He is going on leave to Ireland soon. I can not
tell you when the war will end, but I do not see how it can last another year. I know d well that I can't and when I
quite I guess Fritz will too....I do not think I will stay long in Grand Forks after the war; but you can never tell what
is in store for a fellow. At present we are out of a bit of a rest, and my next door neighbour is a tailor who used to
work for Geo, Massie
his name is Bill Barestow, comm only called Whiskey Bill. I meet at different times many
boys that I used to know in British Columbia. Well, I am all out of news, so I guess I will bring this letter to a
close."

Friday, April 26, 1918

TOOK PRISONER
LOST AN EAR
Mayor M. R. Mcquarrie, ofNelson, has received a letter from Capt. W. Garland Foster, giving particulars of how
Capt. McQuarrie was wounded. Capt. Foster states that his battalion has reason to believe that they were up against
fresh German troops and that some days they not able to get any prisoners: Capt. McQuarli e was in charge of a
raiding party which went out with orders to get prisoners and information. Shortly after entering the German
trenches he was made the-target of a stick bom b, or, as the Canadians call them, "potato mashers." The bom b hit his
revolver and exploded as it glanced past his ear. Capt. Foster states that he has lost his ear, but that the wound was
not so bad as to stop him from brini ng back two prisoners.
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Friday , May 3, 1918

HONOR DIPLOMAS
FOR SOLDIERS
City Presents Certificates
of Service to Returned
Men From District
A public meeting was held in the Empress theatre 3:30 o'clock last Sunday afternoon, when the city's handsomely
lithographed diplomas of honor were presented to the soldiers, who have done their "bit" at the front and have
returned to the city, and to the relatives of the men who have fatten on the field of honor. Mayor Acres presided and
the presentation of the diplomas was made by Lieut. Whittaker. The house was crowded with citize ns much of the
standing room being occupied.
After the presentation Lieut. Whittaker gave a splendid addr essed, in which he gave a graphic account of the work of
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the Y. M.C. A At the front. He was followed by Rev., Mr. Estabrook, ofVictoria; who is identified with Y.M.C.
A. Work. He urged the people at home to do their duty to the men who are fighting the battle ofliberty at the front.
The foUowing returned soldiers received

diplomas of honor:

Pte. Edgar Gauthier, Canadian Army Medical Corps.
Pte. David R. M. Harkness, 54" battalion.
Pte. Albert Potentier, Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry.
Pte. William C. Mcinnis, Canadian Medical Corps.
Pe. Harry Sale, 54" battalion.
Sergt. William Sayers.
Pte. W. Collins.
Diplomas were also presented to a relative of the following soldiers who have fallen;
Corp. Timothy R. Allen, Royal Canadian Dragoons.

Pte. William Baker, 1 Machine Gun Company.
Pte. H. Dalling Barlee, 196 (University) battalion.

Pte Robert Dinsmore, 54 b attalion.
Pte. S. Wilson Fleming, 1battalion.
Pte. Lawrence Green, 12" battalion.
Lance-Corp. Alfred G. Heaven, 102 battalion.
Pre Auley A. Munro, 47" battalion.

Pte. Robert Newbauer, 196" (University) battalion.
Second-Lieut George N. Trannwciscr, Royal Flying Corps.

Friday, May 24, 1918
Sergt. A. N. Mowatt has recovered the wounds he received at Vimy Ridge and is once more in France.

Friday, July 26, 1918
A Jetter from the trenches says that "Ton" cook has been promoted from corporal to sergeant. He
private.

left this city as a

Friday, August 9, 1918

M'QUARRIE WINS
MILITARY CROSS
Officer Who Trained His
Men in This City Is
Honored
Official announcement of the gazetting of the military cross to Capt D. A, McQuarrie, of Nelson, was received in a
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dispatch from London 1ast night.
Capt. McQuarrie is now in England and is in charge, temporarily, of a camp of 700 men. He expects to be able to
return to France again soon. The statement from London reads: "Among those gazetted with the military cross is
Capt. D. A. McQuarie, Nelson, B. C. He led a successful raid, capturing prisoners and inflicting many casualties."

************************************************************************************************
Friday, August 23, 1918

GRAND FORKS BOY
KILLED IN ACTION
James McDougall Makes
Supreme Sacrifice on
Field of Honor
A telegram was received in the city by relatives on Wednesday saying that James McDougall, of this city, who went
overseas about two and a half years ago, had been killed in action in France.
Mr. McDougall was about thirty years of age. He was a native of British Columbia, having been raised in Nelson
and in this city. His aged mother and three brothers, besides many relatives, now live in Grand Forks, having resided
here for the past sixteen or seventeen years. Another brother {ves in Nelson.
For a number of years: prior to enlisting deceased followed the occupation of hotel clerk in this city and in
Greenwood. He was of a happy disposition and had a wide circle of friends, all of whom had hopes of seeing him
marc hing home with the victors after the war.
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Friday, August 30, 1918
Pte Harold Potentier, according to news received in this city, was severely wounded in the ankle during the recent
heavy fighting at the front. Mr. Potentier, the father of the wounded soldier, is an interned prisoner of war in
Holland, while his brother Albert, is at Victoria awaiting his discharge from the army, having been invalided home,
some time ago.

Friday, October 11, 1918

SERGT. MOWATT
AGAIN WOUNDED
Sergt. A. N. Mowatt, who went overseas from this city, is in the hospital at Birkenhead, England. He was wounded
on September 3 while crossing the Canal du Nord, about three miles from Cambrai. The shell that wounded him
killed three other soldiers. He laid on the battle ground all day and all night before the stretcher bearers could take
him to the dressing station. He had seven wounds between the left hip and knee, and has already had two operations

for the removal ofshrapnel. He managed to bring a few souvenirs to Blighty, including a sackful ofGerman tony,
six Hun watches, a revolver, a dagger, etc. In a letter dated September 14, he says that the fighting days are over but
he is thankful that he will not be crippled.
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Friday, October 25, 1918

Sergt. Percy Taylor, who has been spending a couple ofweeks with his parents, in the city teft at noon today for the
military hospital at the coast.

Friday, October 25, 1918
Hugh McDonald has returned to Phoenix from the war zone in France.

Friday, October 25, 1918
Capt. W. Garland Foster, formerly editor and manager of the Nelson Daily News, died in France this month of
wounds. He joined the army in 1915.

Friday, November 15, 1918

CELEBRATED END
OF GREAT WAR
Grand Forks Had Auto
Parade, Fireworks,

Illumination-Effigy
Of Kaiser Burned
At noon last Monday, wh en the news reached Grand Forks that the German delegates had signed the armistice
dictated by the commander-in-chief ofthe allied armies, Gen. Foch, Mayor Acres at once proclaimed a civil half
holiday, and plans were set in motion for the greatest jollification the city has ever known,

The first thing on th; program was a parade ofthe automobiles in the city. The start was madc at about 3 o'clock,
and the rout of the procession was around the loop, the town of Danville, across the line, being visited. There were
over a hundred cars in line. They were all gaily decorated, and they presented a fine spectacle. The continual noise
of their horns kept pedestrians warned of their approach. One carried a big liberty bell, which constantly announced
that the allied victory had been achieved.
In the evening jollification proceedings were resumed early. The autos and their horns were again much in evidence.
The streets were brightly illuminated with hundreds of extra electric light. These were reinforced by many colored
lights and noone was kept in the dark as to the meeting of the celebration. The noise from firecrackers and auto
horns was deafening, but in spite of this the person who did not blow his own horn was looked upon with suspicion.
The women made as much noise as the men, and as is usually the case, the rising generation made as much as the rest
of the world. The band and the bagpipes, although they played their allotted roles well, were scarcely heard above
the din of the many varied noises.
The burning ofthe effigy ofthe kaiser opposite the federal building attracted by far the largest crowd. There was
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evident satisfaction displayed by the crowd when the last shred of clothing had been consumed. Some dissatisfaction
was expressed because he was so dry and burned too fast.
Perhaps the biggest bit of the evening was made by the Kettle Valley line engine, Ed Depew and the train crew had
enveloped it in red lights, and as steamed up to the depot it drowned all the other noises with its whistle. In crossing

the Kettle river bridge it fired torpedo in real was like style. As a steller attraction it was a decided success.

Friday, November 22, 1918

LETTER FROM
MURRAYJANES
Pays Fine Tribute to Late
Capt. McQuarrie and a
Grand Forks Soldier
Killed in Action
Pte. Murray Janes, who has been in the front line trenches since Bill (late kaiser) started the late war, in France on
October 9 wrote the following letter to one of his friends in this city:
Dear Old Pal:-Things are moving so fast these days that by the time I get a letter started it is time to move to another
front. I suppose you are licking up the good news these days of our little Canadian army and all the fine things the
boys are doing. You can't hold them back once they get started. They started August 8 and if you read today's
papers, you will see they are still going strong.
Old boy, 1 am sorry to tell you that I heard that Capt. Mcquarrie was killed in action. Ifthis is so, 1 want to say that
the corps has lost one of its best officers and gentlemen. He was white all over and not afraid of anything. I have
been in the line with him a good many times, and there was not a man in the battalion but what would go anywhere
with him. I was in his company at Lens, Passchendaele, Merricourt. There was always something doing in no man's

land when Dan had charge. have not seen him since April, when he was wounded at Merricourt, as I left the line at
that time

myself. I an more than sorry to hear that he has been killed.

I ran across Bill Laughton, Dug carter and Bill Pearson yesterday. They were an feeling fine. But there is
something wrong with Bill Pearson. I had a couple of hours' talk with him. Do you know, I believe that Bill is in
tove. He says Vancouver for him after the war. I don't blame him, as this war is bound to do something for a fellow,
I don't think Grand Forks will be big enough for many ofthe boys when the war is over.
Well, old pal, I told you last summer the war would be over this faU. It was my hunch. I think this month will finish
the fighting. The Germans are raising hell over here now. They know they are licked, and they are destroying
everything they can. I can see from where f am now Donai burning. The Germans set fire to the city a few days ago.
Of course they will have to pay before the jig is up. You should just see the ruin of things over here. I have been in
a hundred towns in the last four months. They are alt flat. The big cathedral at Albert is nothing but dust, and the
one at Arras is little better. At Cambrai you can see five church steeples, so it may not be so bad there. I wish you
were over here, I would take you around and show you the sights. You would never get tired oflooking around. I
got a parcel from Mrs. R. the other day. Believe me, it came in handy, as things are hard to get when one is going
ahead all the time. I used to divide with Jimmy McDougall, but poor Jimmy is gone. He was one of the best pals a
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man couid him. He was a volunteer and did his bit to the fast. He did not wait till the thing was over to come. Well,
old pal, I hope by time you get this letter the game will be finished and we will be waiting for a boat to old British
Columbia, Heinie can't hold out much longer. The jig is up.

Friday, December 6, 1918
Sergt. A. N. Mowatt, after having been two months in a hospital at Birkenhead, England, can now walk with the aid
ofa cane. He expects to be several weeks in convalescent camp. Sergt. Mowatt had two brothers seriously
wounded in the last fight and one was sent back to Canada. They will eventually recover.

Friday, December 13, 1918

DISTRICT SOLDIERS
LEAVE HALIFAX
FOR THEIR HOMES
Victoria, Dec. I0 The following returned soldiers left Halifax, December 8: D. O'Connell, Nelson; W. J. H. Shaw,
Nelson; P. Barker, Grand Forks.

Friday, December 27, 1918

LETTER FROM
MURRAY JANES
Made a Correct Prediction
Regarding End of War
But Cannot Even Guess

When He'II Be Home
Murray Janes, who has been at the front since the war started, has written the following letter from Belgium to a
friend in this city under the date of November 29:

my

My Dear Old Friend:-Dou't think that I have forgotten you or any of
friends in Grand Forks, for I have not I
have not written any letters. I have not written any letters for some time. I sent you a card from Rouen when I was
going on leave. The night ofthe day the armistice was signed I was in Arras on my way to Paris, and while in Paris I
was too busy to write. I was there eight days and had one straight round of pleasure. But I managed to get my
picture taken, and will enclose one in this letter. I am away up in Belgium now. Yesterday I was in Namur. Some
good town, about as big as Toronto. The stores are full of everything to make life happy, Lots of booze and lots of
girls. The two latter I stayed clear of The prices are sky high-cigarettes are about 75 cents for ten and everything in
proportion; and all the money is German. But the Heinies are far from here now, and I suppose everything will be
fixed up in time. I can't tell you how often I can write, as we are only a day or two at a place and when we move no
mail is sent out, but I will do my best I am allowed to tell where I am located now, so if you look on the map of
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Belgium you will find the city ofFleurus, where l am writing this letter. l expect to spend Christmas in Germany,
but I do not know for sure, nor do I care, as I want to get back to Canada. I have been twice across Belgium and in
all the targe cities. I have been all overFrance, and I don't want to see any more, but I can't tel you when I wilt be
home. I told you when the war would end, but I can't tell you when I will be home, nor can I even guess. I would
like to sendyou something, bat { am flat broke and no credit in my book and payday is a long way off. Paris
certainly finished me. Well, old pal, I am going top enclose four pictures. You will give one of each to Mrs. R;
the others you will keep. I hope you get them all right, but the mail service is very uncertain. Tell Nat Taylor I will
write him as soon as I can. I am going to ring off now with regards to all.

Friday, February 7, 1919

DECIDE TO ERECT
MEMORIAL
Public Meeting Favored
Drinking Fountain to
Perpetuate Memory of
Veterans
A representative and fairly well attended public meeting was held in the Empress theatre on Tuesday evening for the
purpose ofascertaining the sentiment ofthe citizens on the proposal to erect a suitable memorial to perpetuate the
memory ofthose who full on the field ofhonor in the Great War, as well as to those who served overseas and were
fortunate enough to return .
Acting Mayor Miller called the meeting to order, and Mr; Smythe was voted to the chair, A resolution that a
memorial be erected was unanimously adopted.
A resolution was offered that the memorial be in the form ofa drinking fountain at the Bridge street entrance ofthe
post office. This proposal was approved after it had been thoroughly discussed. Other forms ofmemorials were also
proposed, but they did not seem to meet with much favor.
It appeared to be the sentiment ofthe mreting that the $400 that now remains in the machine gun fund should be

diverted towards a portion ofthe cost ofthe memorial.

Friday, March 14, 1919
Pte. Lundy Frankovitch and Pte. Bob Sinclair, both ofwhom saw service on the firing line before the armistice was
signed, returned to the city last Saturday evening. There was a large crowd ofpeople at the station to welcome them
home. Pte. Sinclair left for Vancouver on Wednesday.

Friday, March 14, 1919

Pte. Dobson, who enlisted in this city, returned to Halifax on the 7 inst., and his arrived in Grand Forks is daily
looked for.
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Friday, March 4, 1919
Pte. Domnalty, of Phoenix, who went overseas with the

54 battalion, returned to Grand Forks from England on

Tuesday evening.

Friday, March 21, 1919
Pte. Dodson returned from overseas on Monday, and was met at the station by the "welcome home" committee. He
was wounded four times and had two brothers killed in the Great War.

Friday, March 21, 1919
Pte. Murray Janes is expected to return to the city next week from overseas.

Friday, March 21,19 l 9
Corp. J. D. Hunter returned on Friday from Vancouver, where he received his discharged from the army.

Friday, March 28, 1919
Word was received in this city that Pte. Murray Janes, sailed from Robyl, Wales, on the 13" inst. On the steamer
Critic. The Critic arrived at Halifax last Monday and Mrs. Janes will probably reach this city the first of the week.

Friday, April 4, 1919
Pte. Wilkinson returned Monday from overseas after more than two years' service in France and Flanders.

Friday, June 27, 1919
Caughiey McCallum, who has been on the firing tine in France, for three or four years and was wounded once, wiU
return next Monday.

Friday, July 4, 1919
Caughley McCallum, who has been on the firing line in France, for three or four years and was wounded once
returned home on Monday from overseas. He was given a hearty welcome by his friends and citizens generally

Friday, July 11, 1919
W.J. Cook on Monday received a cablegram from London saying that his son Pte. W. T. Cook, was embarking on
the steamer Olympic on that day for Canada. He has been at the front and in hospital, having been several wounded,
since the first ofthe year of the war.
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Thursday, June 3, 1915

NEW RECRUITS
The following men, from Greenwood, Rock Creek and Phoenix have recently enlisted with the 54
WiUiam fames

Jory, Greenwood, foreman Carpenter, eight years 2 Duke ofCornwall's Light

Infantry;
Oliver Matthews, Greenwood, timekeeper, 12

years Devonshire Regiment as Corporal;

John D. Morri son, Greenwood, miner;

Herbert dcurge Inks, prospector,
John Meyer, Greenwood, 2 years 59 battalion, Swiss Army, as- Sergeant;
William Hugh Henderson, Phoenix, three month heavy artillery in. Massachusetts;
John Christopher Carmen, Phoenix, motorman;
Charles Swanson, Rock Creek;

Alex Helmer Johnson, Rock Creek, rancher.

Thursday, June 24, 1915

THE VERNON CAMP
Our special correspondent with the troops at Vernon, sends us the following dispatch:

All ofthe Greenwood boys ofthe 54" are doing well and are happy. It has rained everyday since we arrived. Tere
are 417 aliens interned here, with room for lots more. The following men from Greenwood have received
pro motions as follows:
O. R. Matthews, Sergeant Major;
Ernie Nicholson, Corporal;

W. J. Jory, George Miller, F. Jourdan and Herbert Summergill, officers servants;
Andrew Johnson, Lance Corporal of Police;
Jack Morrison, Johnny Meyer and Jack Wh ite are wearing the smiles that wont come off; for reasons, apply
at cook-house.
· ·

AU are look ing forward to the day when a start is made for the land ofsausage and iron crosses . Green wood's
leading excitement is appreciated by all the soldiers. Send plenty.

Thursday, July 15, 1915

Dan McLeod has enlisted i the 54". In company with Bill Chaison, he will leave for Vernon in a few days.
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Thursday, August 12, 1915
C Copany, ofthe 54" wilt teave Veron, ttis week, forthe front. Neatty alt ofthe Greenwood men are in this
company including Dan McLeod and Bill Chaison.

Thursday, August 15, 1915

John Meyers, Jack Morrison and Andy Johnstone ofthe 54lh crune home from Vernon on Saturday in an auto. their
furlough expires on Friday.
Thursday, August 19, 1915
Lieutenant C. E. Shaw and Alex Shaw will leave for Vernon this week. Alex will enlist as a private with the 54%
Thursday, September 9, 1915
Wm. Chaison, George Mario, James McDougall, George Miller and Dudley McMillan ofthe 54 Battalion at
Vernon were in town last week, having received furlough for seven days.

Thursday, September 23, 1915
John McDougall ofthe 54 returned to Veron, last Friday.

Thursday, Octaber 14, 1915
Rube Carrigan went to Vernon to enlist in the 54

Thursday, October 28, 1915
Private Jack White, who has been here for sometime, on sick leave, has received Ms discharge from the 54, owing
to the fact that, the Battalion will shortly be leaving Vernon. He expects to enlist again in a coast regiment.
Thursday, December 14, 1916

FROM THE FRONT
A. N. Mowat, war correspondent for the Lege at the Hot Spots in France, writes as follows, November

1g-

"'1 have waited for the allotted time to tell you about some ofyow- friends. In the first place our battalion has
established for itself the record of being the best Canadian battalion on account ofthe deeds our brave boys have
accomplished. I suppose you have heard that Mr. Rush, formerly aecountant in the Bank ofMontreat at Greenwood
was killed. Ed Sparks, killed; W. Tallet, formerly with Hanson at Rock Creek, killed; W. Henderson, ofPhoenix,
lately of Nickle Plate Mines, killed; W. Corconan, ofBridesville, wounded; Thos. Cave, of Rok Creck and Nephew
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ofColonel and Major Gfossop, killed; S. Wolverson, ofMidway, wounded slightly, pow returned to duty. Joe
Lamping ofRock Creek was the only man left ofa machine gun section but continued at his post. He is playing the
game like a man. Chris Eaton wasnot with us in that notatle charge on accountofrheumatism. think tat is alt the
casualties from your section. We have now been in two bayonet charges and have not only taken our positions, but
held them as well. The Germans do not fight, they simply give themselves up. I would like to tcll you how we take
positions, hold and consolidate them, but we are not allowed. We are now going to rest billets to be re-organized
and most of us are going to England for a few days-tr anspo rtation free-after three mon ths of hell.
l am well and confident that the war will not last much. longer.

Thursday, May I7, 1917

VIMY RIDGE
Writing from a war hospital in England to The Ledge, A. N. Mowat says under the date ofApril 17:

Dear Colonel,
Here I am once more in England laying in the hospital with three wonnds. Wasn't Easter Monday a glorious day for
the Canadians, when we drove old Fritz from his strongly fortified trenches on Vimy Ridge. That old fake
Hindenburg though we couldn't do it and had massed his best troops against us, but in spite of that we were
successful a frontage of 111/2 miles. Gladly, would I take ten times the punishment just to be in such another
glorious attack. Ihave been.in may attacks. Iwas a Ypres, St. Eloie, Armentieres and the Somme, but all put
together cannot be compared with that ofVimy Ridge attack. Fritz put up a stubborn resistance in places, but we
soon overpowered him and then rush on to his next line. We had orders to take no prisoners that day, but it is pretty
hard to kill a man when he is on his knees pleading, Mercy Kamerad! I was so disgusted with some ofthem that I
just shoved them aside and rushed on, leaving the poor brutes for the mopper up, to captured. It was the greatest
battle ofthe war and the biggest battle in the history ofthe world. The first time I was hit, was received just as I
reached the Huns first lines, when a sniper shot me through the fleshy part ofthe leg, but, I up and at them again.
The second wound was received between the German third and fourth lines , when a piece ofshrapnel landed in my
right shoulder. Their nearly knocked me out, but, as our officer was hit early in the game, I was the only one left to
lead the platoon on. So, on we went until we reached our objective, where we had a strong point to establish. I was
waving frantically for the machine gun crew to come forward, (no use shouting for the voice could not be heard a
yard away) when bingo something hit me on the left shoulder. That put me out ofaction. However, I told the
machine gunners where to place their gun and saw the rest ofthe platoon start the work of consolidation and then
started for the nearest dressing station five miles away. When I got about a mile, I was so weak that I thought I could
go no further, when lo, and behold I noticed three Germans hiding in a shell hole. When they noticed me down went
their rifles and up went their hands. So, I approached them pretending I was as fierce as a tiger. I made them take
off their equipment and searched them for concealed weapons, then made them carry me to the dressing station while
I showed them the way. This just goes to show you how easy it is to take prisoners and how there is no fight left in
the Huns. So here I am resting well, with no pain and being well looked after. I tell you a man might well feel proud
to be in that glorious drive and the Canadians are wonderful. They go into a charge with a cheer, repulse an attack
with determination and endure their many hardships without a mumur. Many and many a man have I seen lying on
the battlefield, bleeding. battered, but, never a single word ofcomplaint, no single word ofregret for having come to
the war, and the gratitude ofthese men. An easing ofthe arm or leg, a few empty sand bags for a pillow, a mouthful
ofwater and they would look up at you with such wistful eyes and although the shells would be bursting all around
them and some ofthem suffering intense pain they would say, "Stay with it lad! "Stick to it!" That is the spirit of
the Canadian army; that is the spirit that makes the Canadians fight so gallantly for Country, for Empire and for the
sacred cause of Justice.
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This is a very large, hospital, over several miles ofcorridors. lt
that time I hope the war will be over.

wm be several months before-J run fit again, but, by

YOURS SINCERELY,
DREW MOWAT.

Thursday, May 24, 1917

WON THE MILITARY CROSS
Ollie Matthews, who left Greenwood with the 54fu, and is now a Lieutenant in the 47, has been keeping up the
reputation ofthe men who left Greenwood for the front.
At the battle ofArras he won the Military Cross and at Vimy Ridge he won a bar to it, by his splendid example to his
men, inspiring them to deeds of daring.
On one occasion, he and his battalion were isolated for eight days, and on their return to the regiment, he and the

remnants ofhis battalion were paraded before the General in command who publicly thanked them for services they
had rendered. On occasion, when a Gratanwerfer was playing havoc with their ranks, Matthe~ catted for
volunteers to go with him to capture it. The volunteer was killed on the way, Matthews went on alone, killed the
crw and captaredthe gun. Kt is now in Ordinance Stors in England, whr, it will remain until afterthe war, when
Matthews has requested it to be presented to the City of Greenwood.

In his last letter he stated that he had a long talk with "Suds" Smith and other Greenwood boys about the old town.
His wife has several war trophies, the last being a Prussian Colonel's helmet The officer would not surrender-hence
the helmet.

Thursday, July t1, 1918

MACHINE GUNS
54TH Battalion
The Mayor
Greenwood, B. C.
l am directed by the Commanding Of5cer ofthis Battalion, Lt.-Col. A. B. Carey, D. S. 0, to ask you to convey to
the people ofGreenwood and district the information that two brass plated inscribed, "Presented to the 54
Battalion, C. E. F., by citizens ofGreenwood and district,"have been received for attachment to the two Lewis Guns
purchased by the Government with the money subscribed for the purpose in 1915 while the battalion was at Vernon.

The guns to which these plates are to be attached have been in use for some time so that the contributors can feet that
they have a direct interest in them, in the battalion, and in the war.
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Tbe thanks ofthe battalion are extended to each and every contribtor.
W.GARLAND FOSTER
Capt. & Adjt.

54 Car. Hf. Batt
*************************************************************************************************
Thursday, November 14, 1918

FROM THE FRONT
I am a man in the trenches. When the call crune l went out to fight the common enemy of Mankind. I sought no
other reason asked no profit. The empires call was for men and I went. I left you with a trust I demanded of you

hatyou "carry or" wtiist I was "Over There," that you watch over and care for those near and dear to me and foot
the bill for them and for me. For more than four years I have stood between you and destruction. I have been
through hell and suffered the tortures of the- danumi Have be-en succoured and again gone forth to drive the enemy
back. On foreign soil I am greeted by one and all~poor and rich~as the saviour of mank ind. When I return to
Canada I shall call upon you for an accounting ofyour stewardship. I shall ask ofyou "how have you kept your
oust" and woe betide those who have failed me. Those who have been mere boaters whilst others had I have paid
the price. I am coming back from a land where men poured out their wealth till told to stop-till there was none to
pour-b ut there the wealth was blood---n ot gold. My account lies with a man named Foch, but yours is due me, and
unless you can look me straight in the face and say "I fought with you'' and show me your bonds, I shall deem you
have been the kaiser's friend, and no quarter will be shown, I wilI judge you not by your cheers, or flags you waved
when peace came, but by the aid you gave by the bonds you bought. There is yet time for you to make good, and I
warn you that if you have not, then waste no time in doing so, because I, the man from the trenches, is in no mood for
dallying with traitors or idle talkers. Only-more-is to do your bit If you meant these cheers when you heard of
peace buy your bonds today.

Thursday, March 20, 1919

Bart Beer, a former C. P. R. Engineer, who went overseas with the S4 Battalion, has died in England.
Thursday, March 27, 1919

MOWAT-WHITING
The marriage of Sergt. A. N. Mowat, formerly ofGreenwood, and Ethel Winfield, daughter ofProf And Mrs. J.E.
Wh iting, of London, Eng., took place at St. Leonard's Church, Seaford, on February 24, 1919. The ceremony was
preformed by Rev. S. Sbelhom. The bride who was given away by her fath er was attended by the Misses Edith
Raper and Dorothy Cox, the groom being supported by two comrades with whom he had fought side by side in
France, Lieut. Geo. Sargeant and Quarter Master Arthur Calisle, both of Grand Forks. After luncheon the happy
couple left for Lewes, Brighton and London on their honeymoon amid the congratulations of the host of friends. The
bride is well-kn own in the Boundary country having resided with her brother, Mr. H. W. Whiting, of Kettle Valley,
previous to the outbreak of war.
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Thursday, Marc
h 27, 1919

THEY LIE IN FRANCE WHERE LILIES BLOOM
They lie in Flanders
Where lilies bloom;

Those flowers pale
That guard each tomb
Are saintly souls
That smiling stand
Close by them in
That martyred land
And mutely there the long night shadows creep
From quiet hills to mourn for them who sleep,
While o'er them through the dusk so silently
The grieving clouds that slowly drift to sea,
And lately round them moaned the Winter wind
Whose voice, lamenting, sounds so coldly kind.
Yet in their faith those waiting hearts abide
The time when turns forever that false tide.
In France they lie
W'here lilies bloom

Those flowers fair
For them ad room
Not vainly placed
The crosses stand
Within that brave
And stricken land;
Their honor
lives,
Their love endures,
Their noble death
That right
assures,
For they shall have their hearts' desire;
They who, unflinching , braved the fire,
Across the fields their eyes at last shall see
Through clouds and mist the bonds of victory.
Percival Allen, in the New York Times.

Thursday, 15 May, 1919
Captain J. C. Carruthers was in town this week selling goods for Turner, Beeton & Co. He is one ofthe oldest and
respected commercial travellers in the west. When the war broke out he joined the 54 and saw much service in
France. His many friends are much pleased to again see him on the road.
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Thursday, June 19, 1919

OVER FOUR YEARS SERVICE
Jim Jory arrived in the city on Friday iast from overseas, making the trip from Liverpool in less than two weeks,
During this time he spent two days in Hamilton, Ont., and one in Revelstoke, It is four years and two and a half
months from the time Jim. left Greenwood u&ntil he returned. He was two years and eleven months in the trenches,
and from the day he enlisted until receiving his discharge he was a member of that famous body of troops the 54
Battalion..
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Thursday, May 13, 1915
Col. Davis, who is in command ofthe Kootenay Regiment, now being formed for active service, will be at the drill
hall, this (Thursday) afternoon at 1:30 in regards to recruiting for the new regiment.

Thursday, May 20, 1915
The Kootenay regiment is in process of forming, and Kaslo, like all other points is being asked for her contribution
ofmen.. Quite a number of our young men have signified their intention ofenlisting and it is to be hoped hat many
more will offer their services for the cause ofright and justice. It is up to the younger and unmarried men ofthis
community to go first ofall. Our resources in this respect are not yet exhausted, but when that stage is reached there
will be found many with homes ties that they cannot injustice to themselves ofthose dependent upon therm, afford
to break at the present stager, who will step in and fill the breach.
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Thursday, May 20, 1915
Harold Jenkins is among those who have volunteered from Silverton for the Kootenay battalion.

Thursday, May 20, 1915

RECRUITING STARTED
FOR KOOTENAY REGIMENT
Prospects Are That Quota From Here
Will Be Satisfactory.
With the advent on Thursday ofCol. Davis, recruiting for Kaslo's contribution to the Kootenay regiment, may be
said to have made a start, and now there are about ten who have signified their willingness to shoulder a musket,
march, dig trenches, storm trenches or do anything, else that the may be ordered to do in order that a ruthless enemy
may be squelched.
Col. Davis arrived by the noon boat on Thursday and in company with Dr. T. P. Devlin went, to the drill hall, at
which place A. A. Taylorson, Thomas Carney, J. W. Kellet and George Palmer presented themselves and announced
themselves as ready to don the uniform.
Others from here who have indicated a willingness to go are C. Chadwick, W. Woodacre, Gussie Camey, Stanley
Bostock and George Cose.
Col. Davis was asked what would be done in case sufficient men could not be recruited in Kootenay and the
Boundary to make up a full battalion ofeleven hundred men. He started that it was intended to recruit it within East
and West Kootenay and Boundary if it at all possible but enough could not be secured there, enlistment would be
carried on in the Similkameen or other adjacent districts. Should there still be a shortage two or more companies as
required could be drafted in from the coast.
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The only recruiting offering who has been turned down is John Keen. "He said I was too oid ," snorted the Liberal
candidate. "Blanky-blank-it-all I'm a match for any of 'em, when it comes to marching and I can fight alongside any
fem yet."

Thursday, May 27, 1915

LOCAL RECRUITING STATION
GETS DOWN TO BUSINESS
Cot KembaH Recruiting Here for
The Gallant 54,
Rec recruititg fr the 54" Battalion was commenced it earest here on Saturday, w#er applicasts were eeekved at
the local drill hall and examination commenced by Dr. T. P. Delvin, medical examiner for this station.
Fourteen applicants put in an appearance and four ofthese were rejected on ac-count ofthe doctor not being able to
pass them. The examination is very strict, and it is pointed out to the examining officer that it is far better to stop
unfit ones being allowed to go qt, orly to be turned back at the last moment, thus entailing anKe:essary expels¢
to the country and a loss oftime to the applicants. Particular attention is paid to the heart and lungs and the least
defect
disqualifies, while
teeth,
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Those who pplied and do not pass are entitled to wear a piece ofred ribbon.
Those who got past the doctor on Saturday and are now wearing the little red, white and ble ribbon are:
Howard Green
Stanley Bostock
Gussie Camey
Thomas Carney
George Cose
J. W.Chadwick
H. 0. Hansen
George Palmer

A. Taylorson
L. A. Gills
Recruiting in and around Kaslo is being looked ter by CoL Kemball, one ofthe residents who has seen long service
in the British Indian army, and who is to be attached to the 54 Battalion with the rank ofMajor.
The drilling ofthe new recruits is in the hands ofSergt. Coombs, another local man, but who enlisted in Nelson tis
soon as the first call for 54th recruits was made, and who came up on Saturday morning. The recruits get five hours
squad drill dailyat he armoury, fromu 9 ts 12 in the forenoon and two to four in the: aftemoon. Nex.t week they wm
get physical drill in addition to squad drill.
The recruits are drawing pay at the rate of$i.f0 per day and are allowed 75 cents per diem sustenance.
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Present plans are that the S4" Battalion is to be mobilized at Vernon on June
go on at station, as at all other stations, until about that date.

6,

and drilling will

Thursday, May 27, 1915

ROUSING PATRIOTIC MEETING
STIMULATION RECRUITING
Twenty-Five Fixed as Kaslo's Contribution
To 54" Battalion.
In some respects the patriotic gathering held in the city hall auditorium on Tuesday night to stimulate recruiting
resembled one of those good old fashioned revival meetings.
In this case, however, the converted were represented by a number of young men who occupied the benches to the
right of the platform and who had elected to enlist in the war with the modem Huns; the audience or congregation
was there in the body of the hall, while the platform was occupied by the Mayor and several gentlemen who in tum
urged the young men to come forward and join those with blue and red ribbons attached to the lapel of their coats.
As a result of this urging, two, George Lingard and Thos. Horner, amid great enthusiasm, went up and were received
with every evidence ofjoy by the other recruits.
P. W. .Johnson, of Sandon, who was in the audience, stated that he had endeavoured to enlist several months ago but
had not been passed but thought it possible he could get through now, in which case he would joyfully go along.

It is likely that several others were influenced by the meeting as to enable them to make up their minds later.
Mayor MacGregor started the ball rolling with a few introductory remarks, outlining the purpose of the meeting. It
was a duty as well as a privilege of the young to enlist at this junction. Canadians owed it to the mother country for
protection afforded in the past. Those who took a hand in this war would be proud to say to their descendants that
they had taken part in this great war on the side of liberty. He hoped to see twenty-five enlist from Kaslo. He
suggested that the young ladies of the town might help out a little by asking the young men who are eligible but who
had not offered themselves if they did not want to wear a white ribbon
In a characteristic speech, bristling with humour and patriotism and sarcasm for the indifferent, Mr. Camey stated
that he was sorry to see such little enthusiasm as poor old Kaslo displaced in the matter. He protested at the
indifference shown and wanted to know where most of the town's business men happened to be that night He was
sorry to see so many of them absent. He paid a tribute to Col, Kemball, and was proud to have two of his sons going
along in the regiment under him. There is not the material in Kaslo that makes a great Empire. He intended to make
it a point to let some of the seditious talkers in Kaslo known what treason meant and promised he would not be
backward about laying information himself. He would see that such seditious talker are accommodated. He thought
that the young men who were parading around the streets that night instead of coming to the meeting showed
themselves to be mighty poor excuses.
Dr. Devlin stated that he had twelve or thirteen years' military behind him and was therefore entitled to take an
interest in recruiting. Kaslo and Nelson did not have a great deal to do to complete the regimental quota allotted to
them. Still he knew that he could put his hand on a good few eligibles without waiting to examine them. He only
wished he had a chance to do his bit. Why should so many young men hide themselves behind those going to the
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front? There is not one eligible free of that obligation. People here could not hold up their heads and ta1k about
Kaslo any more unless at least 25 men went from here.
A. T. Garland pointed out that the district was well represented by fonner residents at the front and that it was up to
those residents here to see that the representation was maintained. Kaslo should not be satisfied with less than
twenty-five men in the rank s of the Kootenay regiment.
Mr. Kern's only complaint was that they would not take him. It is the people who know the least of conditions in
Europe who are against our people taking part in this war. He considers it the duty of every man who can do so to
volunteer. He, in comm on with others, desired to be able to hand down as Empire the posterity as great as they
found it. Incidentally he threw in a little dig or two at the friendly neutral to the south.
Col. Kemball, who was received with great enthusiasm, contented himself with remarkable that those who are
eligible and do not join now will later on regret the lost opportunity.
In conclusion Mayor MacGregor said that he thought a canvass ought to be made of the young men of the town. He
thought that every young man who possibly can , should unite with the colours.
The meeting was wound up with the singing of the national anthem, and three rousing cheers for the recruits and Col.
Kemball.

Thursday, June 3, 1915
Rossland is planning on giving the recruits of the 54" battalion a big send off in the Ross1and skating rink before
their departure.
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Thursday, June 3, 1915
All members of the 54 Battalion have been given the freedom the freedom of the Kaslo Club until their departur e
for training camp at Vernon.

Thursday, June 3, 1915
The local recruits of the 54 Battalion were entertained by Mrs. Anderson and Mrs, Kemball on Saturday at a
luncheon held at the home of the former in the afternoon. The boys were splendidly entertained and regaled with the
best that the land affords and were present with some socks and souvenirs in the shape of a lucky five cent piece.
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Thursday, June 3, 19 I 5
Headed by the Kaslo City Band, the local recruits of the 54 Battalion, paraded to St. Mark's Church on Sunday
morning where the Rev. F. V. Harrison held appropriate memorial service for the late Harold Reekie, who died
shortly after being wounded during some of the fighting in France. The church was crowded during the service.
The boys were under the command of Lieut. Forrester and their appearance on parade was very smart,
notwithstanding, that they were without uniforms.
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Thursday, June 3, 1915
George Abey is now driving the express rig of the Kaslo Transfer Co. In place of his brother Frank, who enlisted
with the 54 on Monday.
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Thursday, June 3, 1915
Several of the business men in Nelson have enlisted in the
commercial traveller who is well known throughout here.

54, and one of the recruits is J. C. Carruthers, a
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Thursday,June 3, 1915
The big society event this week is the farewell dance to be given by the young ladies ofKaslo to the local recruits of
the 54" Battalion. This is scheduled to take place in the drill hall tomorrow (Friday) evening commencing at 8:30
o'clock. An invitation to the general public is extended.
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Thursday, June 3, 1915

RECRUITING FOR 54""
PROCEEDS STEADILY
Local Representation Nears The
Twenty-Five Mark.
With the date set for mobilization of the 54 Battalion rapidly approaching, Kaslo's quota of twenty-five officers and
men is nearly made up and it is possible that the number may exceed that figure.
The following have enlisted from this point to date, including Col. Kimball, who will be second in command of the
battalion:
Col. Kimball, A. Coombs, H. Edwards, H. C. Green, Stanley Percy Lostock, Gideon Case, Thomas H. Carney, John
We. Chadic, Augustus Carney, Harvey Olds Hansen, Lawrence Archie Gilles, Alfred Taylor son, George Arthur
Palmer, Geo. We. Lingrid, Noevald Hansen Homer, John H. Skillcor, Clarence Melton Herron, James Case,
Everett Jas. Cooke, Malcoim McLeod, Alva Alex Taylor, Alex Fraser, Frank H. Abey, and Norman Mclvor.
Remarkable progress has been made by the recruits in mastering squad drill, the instruction being given by
provisional Sergeant Coombs. In addition to the five hour drill that was given the boys earlier in the game, the bunch
get some pretty stiff physical exercise in the early morning. A good deal of the drilling is now done on the recreation
grounds instead of the drill hall as formerly.
Kaslo citizens have united in a determination to make the days that the boys have yet to spend here as enjoyable as
possible and various entertainment and parties are being held in their honour. They were the guest at a lunch ride
and afternoon party at the Kimball home at Crystal Creek on Tuesday and last night a farewell social was given the
recruits by the members of the Kaslo and District Women's Institute, the function taking place in the drill hall.
Tomorrow night (Friday) the young ladies of the town will be the hostesses at a dance which is to take place in the
drill hall, and which is of a public nature.
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Dur ing the past week Col. Kimball has been in Nelson during the absence from that station of Col. Davis and Lieut.
Forrester had been in charge of thin gs at the recruiting station.
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Thursday, June 10, 1915
Capt Robert Green, paymaster of the 54Battalion came up from Nelson on Friday night and gave the local recruits
their first pay day.
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Thursday, June. 10, 1915
The recruiting of the 54 Battalion here has made a hole in the ranks of the Kaslo City Band, but bandmas ter
Drennan hopes to be able to train up some more promising youngster to take the place of those who have dropped
their horns and taken to toting s musket.
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Thursday, June 10, 1915
Kaslo has every reason to be proud of her contribution to the 54"%. A finer-looking bunch it would be hard to find
and in every way they are the best material and they can be depended upon to give a good account of themselves, in
civilization's struggle against the curse of Prussian Militarism.
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Thursday, June 10, 1915
To my customers and friends-during my absence, my brother , George Abey, will have charge of my business
trust your patronage will continue. Thank ing you for your past favours,
FRANK
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and I

T. ABEY Jr.
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Thursday, June 10, 1915

KASLO RECRUITS FOR 547H
DEPARTING ON MONDAY
Big Turnout of Citizens Bids
Entraining Boys Good Bye.
In spite of it being necessary to arise at 5 or 5:30 a.m. on Monday morning in order to say a final goodbye to the
Kaslo recruits of the 54" Battalion when they entrained for the military camp at Vernon, nearly all ofKaslo was out
en masse that morning and assembled at the depot at the hour set for the departure of the Overland Limi ted.
The Kaslo recruits received orders from Nelson on Friday night to go to Vernon on Monday, thus forming with a
detachment of28 men from Nelson the advance gua rd of the Kootenay regiment to into camp. The orders were
unexpected, as it was not considered likely that a start at mobilization would be made until sometime during the latter
part of the week. But the orders came, nevertheless, and the boys went, amid scenes of mingled tears and enthusiasm
never before witnessed in Kaslo.
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When the men who went from here to enlist in the first contingent took their departur e, much feelings shown, but it
shrank into insignificance compared with the demonstration on Monday morning. There had been a personal feeling
about the going of the men of the 54 which was lacking when the Kaslo contingent left to enlist. The men
comprising the vanguard of the local contribution to the great war had , most of them, been Kaslo residents for only
a few years at most on Monday morning many Kaslo citizens bade farewell to their own sons, many Kaslo wives said
farewell to husbands and many Kaslo children said farewell to their fathers, while many Kaslo girls said goodbye to
sweethearts. In addition to this, a large percentage of the recruits had been residents in and around the town for years
and some of them had started their careers in the city at the small boys stage.

It is not surprising, therefore, that a great show of feelings should have been manifested on Monday morning, and
that the hundreds of people at the depot choked back the tears and attempted vainly to hold down a lump in the throat
while tryin g to give a cheer for those departing unto the unkn own.
Thus it is that on Monday, June 7", 1915, this little far-flung outpost of the Empire was really initiated into a
personal touch with the war of the nations, and now has a feeling in common with thousands and thousands of
communities, small and large , throughout the Empire.
The recruits marched to the depot in formation, escorted by the Cadet Corps. There was a tremendous lot of
handshaking, and a great deal of kissing, the latter by no means confined to husbands and wives or sons and mothers
or children and fathers. It must have been a hard job for good hearted Conductor Mooney to shout out, "All
Aboard," but schedules were made to run on and as the Limited steamed out and swung up the grade, the stentorian
blast of the locomotive's whistle sounded over hill and dale, answered by the call of the Kokanee as she started
southward, the canyons and hill joining in the echo, and Kaslo's contribution to the ranks of the 54 waving their
handkerchiefs from car windows, which was replied to in kind by the people assembled on the station grounds
below.
At Nakusp, the boys were given an ovation by the townpeople of that place, the entire population turning out to meet
the trail, bearing flags and banners and accompanied by the Nakusp Brass Band. The northbound Arrow Lake
steamer was boarded at that point, and with it came a detachment of twenty-eight men from Nelson, also bound for
Vernon. The steamer left Nakusp at almost twelve sharp and close to the wharf was met by the Rossland, with home
bound Kaslo passengers, who gave the local boys a final farewell cheer. A dynamite salute and blowing of all the
available whistles and "God Save The King," by Nakusp band made up a noisy and enthusiastic farewell.
Lieut. Green went down to Nelson on the Kokanee, leaving the same time as the train. The boys going from here
were under the command of Lieut. Forrester.

Thursday, June 10, 1915

LETTER TO THE EDITOR
To The Kaslo Recruits.
Editor Kootenaian:-To the 25 or more brave young men of Kaslo who have recently enlisted in the 54, to fight for
their King and their Country, their homes, mothers, fathers, sisters and brothers, their liberty and their freedom and
their Country's eternal peace against the world's greatest tyrant and its hellish militarism, which, instead of a legal
warfare of nation against nation, has evolved into a helldom of savagery, cruel murder and brutality such as the
world has never known and from a so-called nation whose proud boast has been its culture. Brave young men of
Kaslo, some of you I have known since your childhood days, you are going forth in the cause of our dear liberty, for
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"Britons never shall be slaves," against the world's greatest monstrosity who has the audacity to say that God of
Justice is on his side and with him in all his educated savagery and warfare against the innocent, the baby hatchery,
and the killing ofthe aged and the peaceful citizen.
I assure you brave boys you have enlisted to fight for a holy cause. You are giving yourselves to fight for our
freedom and our liberty. May you all be spared to see the close ofthis cruel war and assist in bringing in that eternal
peace which our homes and our country demands and which we will have ifwe yet have to make greater sacrifices.
Right is might, brave boys ofthe Maple Leaf, and it will prevail on our side, and you are giving your noble best in
bringing about the eternal peace which all the civilized world will say , "Amen," to.
Brave and true sons ofthe kingdom that will be the victor, you will know when on the battlefields ofglorious and
immoral Belgium, that brave little country subjects have died and are dying for the respect of its word, or on the
bloodstained plains ofbeautiful France that we will be praying for, you, for your safety and your victory, in your
beautiful little town ofKaslo, with its people whose heart for you as big as Paradise. The will pray for you and on
your return will give you a welcome back such as never has been given before. I will be there to you ifl have to
travel thousands ofmiles to do you honour. Yes, we will pray for you, think ofyou, send you good things, never
forget you, no matter what may be our bitter cup to drink. I wish that I was your age so that I could go with you,
wash your battle stained clothes, bathe and care for your brave wounds, but in that land ofgood fellowship you will
fined kind and loving hands to help you and to bless you.
When I heard that four ofyour brave number were not accepted, had not passed the required examination, or not to
the standard, why not send all who so bravely enlist? What does it matter ifa tooth is gone, or a measurement is int
quit right? Do not inspectors, be too particular. What they lack in a tooth or a measurement they sure make up
mentality. If they cannot fire a gun they can pack good warm food to the brave boys in the trenches.
Good bye brave Kaslo boys. God bless you and protect you in your noble work against an enemy ofbloodthirsty
monster who are slowly but surely preparing their doom.
Yours in loving faith ofthe Maple Leaf forever and a heaven-given Britannic victor ours.
MRS. J. E. HARRIS
Nelson, B. C., June 5, 1915.

Thursday, June 24, 1915
The Kaslo boys, so it is reported from Vernon, are all together in one company. Mcivor, Taylor son and Taylor have
been appointed corporals while Sergt. A. Coombs has received a promotion.

Thursday, Jun 24, 1915

Card of Thanks.
Sergt. Coombs, on behalfofhimself and the Kaslo squad, wishes to thank all those who made gifts and gave
entertainment to the squad during their stay in Kaslo.
Veron, B. C., June 12%, 1915.
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Thursday, July 1, 1915
Some of the recruits from Kaslo, with the 54" Battalion, are sending their girls here interesting picture of camp life at
Vernon.

Thursday, July 15, 1915

BETTER HAIR GROWN
ON BACON WRITES RECRUIT
Pulls Offa Few Jokes About Kaslo
Members ofthe Fifty-Fourth.
Writing to The Kootenaian of life at the camp at Vernon, one of the recruits says:
"Just a little letter to let you know about the white city at Vernon. It's a dan dy camp, but so blamed hot it's enough
to bake the cor45n on your toes. Still I'm getting used of it. I guess it's a case of have to. I don't see no chance of
quitting the job and they don't want to fire me so Fm in a h- of a fix. But I wouldn't quit my earth en bed for the
best feather in Canada, It's great to wak e up with your hip bone in little holes when they have tried to bury
themselves..
"One chap said the other day that his eyesight was 20 per cent, better since he let his mustache grow and he meant it
too. There are certainly some funny ----?----of all sizes and different shades.
"The gru b is getting better every day. Beans and bacon for breakfast and then next breakfast it is changed to bacon
and beans and then changed again to beans and ham. The change in the grub are really marvellous.
"Tommy Carney is getting as fat as Rex Cockie and the hide is peeling off his nose like a snake shedding its skin.
"We were all up to be examined the other day and the doctor said to Tommy, "I don't know what to put your
complection down as ,I guess red mustache, sandy eyebrows and chestnut hair" Talk about a mustache. I've seen
better hair on bacon.
"Of course I'm not saying anything about my own. I'm looking more and more like Lord Kitchener every day. Still,
I never felt better in my life and every one of the Kaslo boys looks well and happy. It will take a lot of this to kill us.
Early to bed and early to rise seems to be the motto here and one hour's physical exercise before you have your
bacon and beans .
"Reveille sounds at 5:30 till 6:45 and then breakfast at 7:30. Parade again at 1 :30 and drill till 4:30. That finishes
the day except getting home by 9:30 and lights out by 9:30 (tattoo) at IO:15. It's a pretty long day, especially this
hot weather. We have been doing some good route marches last week, ten miles on Wednesday afternoon and last
Friday we had a fifteen-mile march. We all stood it fin e, considering it ver hot.
"There is not much to write about. It would be different ifwe were in the trenches doing a little fighting. The only
fighting we see is on pay day and at breakfast time."
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Thursday, July 19, 1915
Messrs. Kellet and Blundell left on Friday morning to join the 54 Battalion at Veron.
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Thursday, July 19, 1915
Written to Mrs. H. D. Henderson on behalf of the Kaslo men of the 54" Battalion, Lieut. H. C. Green says, "On
behalf of the men in the 54 Kootenay Battalion, let me thank the members of the Red Cross Society for the splendid
match boxes which reached us yesterday. We are all appreciating them immensely. I am holding boxes for Ptes.
Kellet and Blundell until their arrival in camp.

Thursday, July 23, 1915

MILITARY CAMP LIFE
REPORTED ENJOYABLE
Returned Recruits Express Regret at
Being Unable to See Game Through.
James Cose, one of the boys who enlisted in the 54 Battalion from here, having been honourably discharged. The
trouble with Jamm ie was a bad knee, which ordinarily does not give much bother, but which gave out under the
strain of right and left turning on rough ground and route mar ching. The weakn ess of the knee was due to an
accident some years ago, the cartilage between the joints being effected.
Jamm ie stated that he is sorry to quit military life, and but for the fact that he was lain up for a portion of time he was
at Vernon camp would have enjoyed the experience very much.
"There is not a better bunch in the whole crowd over there than the Kaslo fellows," he declared. "They take hardship
and fun with a grin and are the best behaved boys of the crowd and always on the job. Somebody evidently inclined
to make a little trouble has been writing home and saying that they have been getting into mischief and trouble, but
you can take it from me that this is not so. There never was a better behaved gang of fellows. Of course they will
have their little jokes and horseplay, but they stay in camp pretty close when off duty and any reports about some of
them being naughty are all so much moonshine.
"I shall always regret that I was unable to stay and see the thing through, but I suppose it cann ot be helped. And talk
about appetite but a fellow sure does get up some appetite over there. Bacon and beans and beans and bacon for
breakfas t sounds mighty tiresome but take it from me that kind of dope hits the right spot when one has been doing
three quart ers ofan hour's physical drill in the a.m., after having got up at5:30, and no breakfast until an hour and a
half later. The game they are going through is making the fellows as hard as nails.
"I see where somebody, Sam Bostock I bet, has been writing to The Kootenaian about mustaches. But it's no josh,
for some of the fellows are surly raising some dandy excuses for that article. Funny to see the bristles coming out
and turning into curlewigs. Some of 'em try to comb them straight. On some of the others the bristles stick out like
pins, and as there are only a few the upper lip resembles the upper deck of a porcupine with most of the quills
ann exed by an inquisitive dog. Of course some of them have got fairly passable mustache by this time.
"You ought to hears Corporal Taylor shout. He can sure speak out, but champion in that line is Sergt. Edwards. If
anything he can hand out comm ands louder than Sergt. Coombs. I bet they can almost hear Edwards at Kelowna.
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"The biggest day in the week for the Kaslo fellows is when their ----?---- ofKootenaian arrives. Then it is one ofthe
grand scramble to get the papers. I opened the bundle once to distribute them and I was not anxious to tackle the job
again. They were all around me, grabbing like as ifI was dishing out twenty dollar bills and some grabbed me
around the neck and everybody hanging on fore and aft. It was fierce."

Thursday, July 12, 1915

SOME RECRUITS HOME
ON LEAVE OF ABSENCE
There was an small influx ofboys ofthe 54"
contingent ofthe 54 battalion arrived home on a ten days' leave of absence.
Nearly all the boys came in with the regulation mustache on their upper lip. There was a great deal ofjoshing about
the new facial adornments. Some ofthem looked pretty healthy while others had rather a skinny appearance.
The boys arrive by the last train from Nakusp on Monday evening and a good sized crowd was at the Union Depot to
extend the glad hand and greeting to their home city.
Kaslo boys who came home this time were Privates Abey, Bostock, Thos. and Gussie Camey, Cose, Cook,
Chadwick, Palmer, Skillicorn and Horner and Corporal Taylor and Lance-Corporal Taylorson.
The whole outfit appeared heartily tanned and health and in the very best of condition.
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Thursday,

August 19, 1915

It is reported from Vernon that Col. A.H. G. Kemball, ofthis city, will succeed Lieut-Col. Mahon Davis as
commanding officer ofthe 54" Battalion, Kootenay regiment, the latter going to Ottawa at the end ofthe week to
assume command ofa new battalion ofpioneers to be mobilized in eastern Canada. Col. Kernball is exceeding well
qualified to take command ofthe 54", having had a lifetime ofmilitary experience in India.
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Thursday, August 19, 1915
The recruits who have been home from Vernon on leave of absence left by yesterday morning's train for camp
again. Corporal Taylorson remained behind and will go tomorrow. There was a big crowd down at the depot to see
the boys in uniform go away and the scene attending the departure ofthe advance guard ofthe 54 were repeated on
a smaller scale.
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Thursday, August 19, 1915
A. Coombs, who ranks as a sergeant in one ofthe companies ofthe 54 Battalion from the first, has received a much
deserved promotion and is now a Company Sergeant-Major, the highest non-com rank.
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Thursday, August 19, 1915
Although one ofthe youngest officers in the regiment, Lieut. H. C. Green is one ofthe best officers in the 54
Battalion, according to the information given the Kootenaian by one ofthe boys who have been home on leave
during the past week.

*************************************************************************************************
Thursday, August 26, 1915
Lieut Howard C. Green, after taking a course in musketry instruction at Ottawa, came in on Saturday's boat and left
again on Wednesday morning for the camp at Vernon.

Thursday, August 26, 1915
Lieut. H. C. Green, who has just completed a ten day course in musketry instruction at Ottawa will upon arrival at
Vernon, help train the boys ofthe 54 in musketry practice. One ofa class ofninety-five at Ottawa, Lieut. Green
succeeded in ranking in sixth place.
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Thursday, September 2, 1915
As already forecast, Col. A. H. G. Kemball, ofthis city, has been appointed to succeed Lieut-Col. W. M. Davis in
command ofthe 54" Battalion. He won his rank ofColonel through many years of service in India, and when the
54" was formed became second in command, with the rank ofMajor. The 54" will likely go to the front, as a unit, it
is stated.

Thursday, September 9, 1915
J. S. Crowell, who recently opened a carpenter shop here, has listened to the call of King and Country and has joined
the 54,
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Thursday, September 23, 2925
Provost-Sergt. Norris, ofthe 54" came in on the Overland on Monday night and went to Riondel this morning

Thursday, September 23, 1915
The call to arms has depleted the population ofCrawford Bay, Grey Creek, Boswell and West Arm points greatly,
especially ofthe young men, most ofwhom from along the arm have enlisted in the 54 and in the first contingent.
Thursday, September 23, 1915
On Friday night Col. Kemball, who is now in command ofthe 54, accompanied by Sergt. Company Major, and
Ptes. Kellet, Hanson, Hurron, Chadwick and Abey, came in from Vernon camp on a short furlough. Some ofthe
boys returned to camp by yesterday's train.
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Thursday, September 23, 1915

If any soldier enlisted in the ranks of the 54" deserves to escape hurts, wounds, sickness and hospital residence, it is
Private Kellet, who left for Vernon yesterday morning after. a brief stay here. It will be remembered that private
Kellet went into hospital here and has a operation preformed for the removal of varicose veins, in order that he might
qualify fr enlistment That meant a several weeks' stay in hospital and after he got to Vernon and began to gather up
his strength, along came inoculation, with its ensuing sickness and a consequent stay for a short time in the
camp hospital. He was nicely over that when like Job, he became afflicted with boils, which brought their usual
attendant misery and another stay in camp hospital. The three-time patient is now feeling better than ever and
despite all the drawbacks experienced so far says that he likes soldiering fine.

Thursday, October 14, 1915
In the 54 battalion, Lance-Corp. A Taylorson has been promoted to corporal and Private E. J. Whitoff, of Queen's
Bay; Private S. Bostock; Private L. A. Gillis, Kaslo; and Private H. Murray, Trout Lake have been promoted to
lance-corporal.

Thursday, October n21, 1915
Lieut. Howard C. Green, one of the crack Musketry Instructors of the 54 battalion, returned to Vernon on Friday
morning after spending a weeks' leave at home here. No one knows, he said, just what the future movement of the
54 will be, but it is expected that the battalion will be on the move very soon. As far as indications can be gone by,
the shift will be to Shroncliffe.
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Thursday, October 18, 1915
Christmas presents for the Kaslo boys of the 54" battalion in course of preparation by the members of the local Red
Cross. The Red Cross official gift this year will consist for most part of socks and tobacco.
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Thursday, November 11, 1915

A LETTER FROM CAMP
Writing from Vernon under date of Nov. 2, Stanley Bostock says:
"Just a short letter to you. I guess it will be the last one I write from Vernon. We don't know just when we are going
but it will be before the 15. The camp is breaking up now, the 47 and 600 of the 62 Battalions have gone away.
Believe me it is pretty cold under canvas, especially in the morning, rolling out of the blankets, but the physical jerks
soon wanna person up. We are still sleeping on the ground. This is one satisfaction about these beds, there is no
chance of a man falling out and breaking his ribs. Never mind how much the boat rocks it can't throw you out.
"Well, I guess we will be on the briney ocean pretty soon.---?---- I bet there will be a bunch of bacon and beans
floating around. Won't need no fat pork on a string to grease the way. They are greasy enough. Well the weather
here has been very bad; wind and rain and cold and when it rains the ground is like a sheet of ice. The mud is
certainly slippery. There are a good many of the boys who take a ride to the cookhouse like Baalam did to
Jerusalem.
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"The rest of the boys are all well and in fighting trim, getting anxious to come to grips with the Germans or what 'oh
you penny beer.• It seems to me as though the boys spend their time wrestling or something, Palmer's face got
connected with something and he got one of his lamps blackened and T. Carney has got his nose barked. Tommy
told me today that just as soon as it gets well some son-of-a-gun comes along and peels it again.
"Well, anyway it's a great life and we are doing a little shooting now and there are some pretty good marksmen
among the boys. Some ofus were doing some sniping. That certainly is interesting work. It's a case of quickness
and having good eyes. We are supposed to throw a gun to our shoulder and fire five in two seconds, so you see a
man has not much time to waste.

The trainin g now is very interesting, such as field operations, outposts, shamfight, semaphore signalling, extended
orders and last but not least, 8 or 10 mile hikes in one afternoon with pack and rifle. There is one good thing, we
have some good officers in A Company, and when the officers are popular the men pull so much better.

"The Nelson people certainly mare doing fine. When the last draft went away they sentthrough a bit of coin to be
divided up between the boys and they have some more for A Company. They are mostly Nelson boys. The
company has chosen one officer and one sergeant and two privates to handle the coins."
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Thursday, November 18, 191S

OFF TO ENGLAND
That the boys of the 54" are now on their way across the continent en route to England for further training is now
certain. Many farewell telegrams have been received here during the past days and this paper was in receipt ofthe
following communication from Company Sergeant Major Coombs on Tuesday night."As we expected to leave here
tomorrow or the next day, I would like to thank you for the many issues of The Kootenaian.
"The boys are all looking forward to the trip across "the herring pond" and quite as eager as when they first joined.
"We are entertained by the people of Vernon to a supper last Friday evening, and the tables were laid to
accommodate 1,000 men, and were pretty well needed.
"Painters have been in great demand this week, as every platoon in the battalion is having its own special sign made
and the following are some of them:
"Kootenay's Kure for Kulture."
"Don't look at this, go and enlist."
·We are going to fill the gaps."

"And there are others so you may have some idea what the train will look like, as there are about twenty of those
signs."
"You may be asked, as to where mail could be sent to in England, so I am sending the following example, which will
do the time being until we can send our address
442302, Coy. Sergt. Major
A Coombs
"A? Company, 54 Kootenay Battalion, C. E. F.
Army Post Office, London, England.
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"Again thankin g you, on behalf of myself and the boys from Kaslo.
I am, yours truly
A. Coombs

Thursday, November 25, 1915

BID LAST FAREWELL
TO THE GALLANT 54TH
Kaslo Ladies Make Special Trip to
Vernon for That Purpose.
The last glimpse of Kaslo soldiers of the 54" Kootenay Battalion, seen by Kaslo residents, was at Revelstoke a few
days ago, when Mrs. Jas. Anderson and the Misses Dorothy and Tieva Kemball stood on the depot platform of the
ambitious city and watched the waving of the Kaslo pennant by Gussie and Tommy Carney and George Lindgard,
the three boys having their heads stuck out one window and waving a last farewell as the long troop train swung
eastward on its transcontinental journey.
The Kaslo pennant was a bit disfigured from a collection of Vernon dust, but like the boys was still in the ring and
may next year be waving in the fighting line in France or perhaps in the Bulkins---who knows?
The three ladies had gone over to Vernon for the express purpose of seeing the 54" off and wishing God speed and
good luck to the Kootenay regiment which is commanded by a Kasloite and former East Indian officer-Col. A. H.
G. Kemball-and who has performed wonders in perfecting organization into shape and who is the idol of thousands
and more men under his command.
Speaking of the appearance of the 54" on parade or marching, Mrs. Anderson said,'It was a wonderful sight and
hard to believe that the untrained boys going away from here last summer could be trained in such a short time. At
the word of command they marched off as if one man, everything in perfect unison. Kootenay ought to feel proud of
the 54 .3°
While at Vernon it was learned that cigarettes and other articles forwarded to the boys by the Red Cross a short time
ago, had arrived safely and in good shape that Lieut. Green's nicknam e is "speed: that "Koot" the mascot bear, had
been sent to Nelson; that there is an officer a foot taller than Lieut. Green; that the boys have got as hard as terra
cotta bricks and the wirey as the cable of an aerial tramway.
They accompanied the troop train, which was in two sections, from V emon to Revelstoke, riding in the car used by
the battalion commander, and the later place they seen the last of the 54", as, hereinbefore stated.
Mrs. Anderson and the Misses Kemball returned on Saturday, coming home by way of Nelson, in which city they
stayed a few days, winding up with a shopping expedition, during the program of which the tobacconists shops were
raided and a large quantity of smokable procured for a little above cost, these latter being forwarded by the last
Christmas mail for the old country. A number of photographs were brought back, including a magnificent 4-ft.,
panorama, showing the entire regiment on parade with Col. Kemball on horseback at the head of the battalion.
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The only local man who appeared in the least down hearted was Buck Taylor. "I do not think I'll ever be back," he is
reported to have said, as the last goodbye were spoken.

Thursday, November 28, 1915
"Koot," the bear mascot ofthe 54" battalion will not be allowed to go along with the boys when they make a start for
the old country. Major Anderson ofthat regiment, has offered the suggestion that some regiment now being formed
might be willing to give the bear a home and take him as a living souvenir ofthe 54%.. Failing this the major states
that Koots habits have been so well formed by association with men that would make a suitable nursery pet, or that
he might be used as a watch-bear around some home. In the meantime the disposition ofthe little black fellow, he
says, is a source ofmuch worry to the entire battalion which, he says would like to feel that he is being taken care of
by a tender and loving hands during their absence.
A page from one ofthe Hearst papers, The Los Angeles Examiner, has been shown around town lately. It makes
startling charges regarding the ferocity and brutality ofthe coloured troops ofthe Allies, but like all the Hearst
publications the infonnation contained therein must be taken with a grain --or perhaps several grains-of salt.
Nevertheless, it must be admitted that the Turcos, Sengalese and Indian troops are ferocious enough. In this
connection an interesting story comes from a Kaslo resident now in France, who stated that a wounded Turco was
sent to hospital. He took his kit bag along and it was laid out beside his cot. A few days later a peculiar but
suggestive odor began to arise from the vicinity and investigation disclosed the fact that the kit bag contained a
rather gruesome trophy in the shape ofthe head ofa dead Uhian.

Thursday, December 2, 1915

FORMER KASLOITES GREET
54""BOYS AT CALGARY
Writing from Calgary to this paper under the date ofNov. 23, C. L.. Stephenson, former master mechanic on the
Kaslo & Slocan Line says:
"I thought I would drop you a few lines today, and possibly you can pick out enough to make a news item for The
Kootenaian.
"As you are well aware that Calgary is a great recruiting station and is generally about five thousand ofthe boys in
khaki, still you cannot always get the right information as to the movement ofthe troops. Generally when they are
sending any away they go some time at night, so they can get rid ofthe crowd and get room to get them to the train.
In some cases it took hours to get things in shape and get everybody loaded on the cars right.
"I had tried to find out when the old Kaslo boys would pass through, but with no success, but the information came
along when least expected. On Tuesday night Nov. I6" at 6 o'clock we were surprised to receive a visit from an old
Kasloite, Mr. Bert Goodwin, who by the way is a Canadian Pacific engineer working out ofRevelstoke. He had just
ame over to Calgary, and seemed to know that the Kaslo boys would pass through Calgary that night and we were
bound to see the boys or fight So, Bert, myselfand family made for the C. P. R. Depot, and being employees of C.
P. R. We squared ourselves with the guard at the depot gates, and got out on the platform a little after 8 p.m.
"By the way, before we went out through the gate we heard the guard telling the people that he knew nothing about
any train coming. But presently we heard the Kilties' Band coming, which was a signal, and it seemed that all
Calgary started to the depot. At 8:30 the first train ofseventeen coaches arrived, and we were just where the last car
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stopped and it had hardly stopped when Howard Green alighted, and he was very much surprised as well as pleased
to see us. After a hearty hand shake all around Howard said the Kaslo boys were near the head end of the train and
we started that way, but lo! The gates opened, and after a hard struggle to get us through the crowd we gave----?---as Howard said the boys would detrain and take a ten minute march around the city. However, we caught sight of
the boys and when they marched out it relieved the crush some, and we made our way to the head of the train, until
we found a car bearing a large banner "The Kootenay Kougars," and decided we at last reached the car and were
getting our bearings, when we were greeted by our old friend Capt. Taylorson, who was left to guard the car. He was
the picture of health and said he was even better than he looked, and told all about the rest of the boys. In a very few
minutes the Kilties' band arrived back and the cars began to fill up, each car being filled from the rear of the train
and at last here came the Kootenay Kougars, although they did not look as fierce as their name would imply, and I
say that they were a fine looking lot of men, and as I have seen a lot of them grow up I can say they are as good as
they look. As they came marching by we took no chances of not having a handshake with them, and in the rush
George Palmer in reaching out to shake with me collided with a lamp post, and nearly put the post out of
commission, but not harming George in the least as he was trained for anything that came along, Germans especially.
After the boys got in their car we had a nice little chat through the window. Gussie Carney was anxiously making
inquiries regarding a certain young lady that formerly lived in Kaslo, and who now was supposed to be in Calgary,
but if Gussie had a date with he was doomed to disappointment.
"Gussie Carney and Frank Hanson were very careful about putting their heads out the window on account of their
mustache catching cold. Well, we only had about five minutes to talk with the boys, and I thought we had accounted
for them all of except "Black" Taylor, and they said he was on the train following. However, as the train was leaving
we saw Howard Green again, and also Bobbie Green, then the train disappeared in the darkness.
"In a very few minutes the second section arrived and we started to look along them long row of cars for our old
friend Buck, but in going the length of the train we were disappointed, but were as agreeable surprise to bump into
Frank Abey, who we had overlooked in the crush, and we started with Frank along the cars and soon located Buck.
This time there was no chance of missing him, as he had his hat off and the reflection of his bald head would shame
out Haley's comet.
"This train did not detrain and only stayed a few minutes, and we made the best of the time with Frank and Buck, the
latter making me promise that I would send him a bunch of violets to put on his grave, but I promised to give him my
answer when we met again. Buck seemed well acquainted in Calgary, that is one would judge so by the way he was
talking to all the young ladies, and even mothers with babes in their arms, he was kissing them all good bye, and as
the train was moving away he was kissing a nice little maiden, who he called Irish, no doubt from her green suit and
hat.
"Please excuse mistakes, as I can operate a locomotive better than

a typewriter."

Yours truly,
C. L. STEPHENSON

Thursday, December 2, 1915

LETTER FROM THE BOYS
at

The following letter was received this office a couple of days ago from Company Sergt. Major Coombs, indicating
that the boys of the 54" had all arrived at Ottawa safely:
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Ottawa, Nov.20th, 1915. On train.
Dear Power--Just a line or two to let yau know that, so far, we are all doing first rate.
It is very difficult to write on the train so yo must take this into consideration.
I would like, on behalf of myself and the rest of the boys, through your paper to thank those friends of the Kaslo
boys, who so kindly contributed to the gift of tobacco, cigarettes, cigars and chocolate which we received, through
the kindness of Mrs. Anderson.
All the boys are first-rate, with one or two, maybe, dreading the Herring Pond. We are living very well on the train,
as we get a good meal, morning and night , with a light lunch at noon.
We have small marches, when we stay long enough at a station and are very thankful for same.
We have just had an inspection here by the Duke of Connaught and Sir Sam Hughs.
The battalion is moving in two trains. "A" and "B" companies with Cot Kemball, being in this train, with "C" and
"D" Companies following close up.
We passed a train loaded with wounded Canadians just about Cartier, and I would judge there were between three
and four hundred.
We expect to go on board ship on the 22"%. I will write you when we get to the other side, feeling sure you will like
to hear from us.

Yours truly,
442302, Coy S. Major
A. COOMBS
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Thursday, January 28, 1916

ENGLAND CLIMATE
DISLIKED BY KASLO BOYS
Almost Need Canoes to Dig Their
Trenches With, Says Bostock.
That some of the boys who have enlisted from here are not at all appreciated of old England's climate is indicated by
some of the letters received here. Acknowledging the receipt of a Christmas parcel, sent through the local Red
Cross, Corporal A. Taylorson writes from Bramshott Camp, where the 54 is putting in the winter.
"Just a line to thank you kind remembrance of me, which arrived alright. It was certainly very acceptable. It was
just like a breath of Kaslo again when I opened out the parcel and as I gazed at it I could see our beautiful lake and
grand old hills, and I wished I could take one great deep breath of that glorious air, and drive out the cobwebs from
our lW1gs that this wretched wet climate seems to delight in wrapping around our breathing apparatus. Instead of
being a musical crowd we are (as one of the boys put it) the silent army, for very few of us can speak above a
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whisper, yet I am glad to say we are going on alright now, and though the boys all speak of this climate in dugout and
rally have no love for the job they are on, there is determination about the boys and a look of stemess on their faces
that was never there before, since meeting with the boys from the trenches, which was brought the war home to them
in a very real mann er, and now as they go about their duties day by day, it is with a determination to perfect
themselves so that they can give a good account of themselves.
"By the by one of the men from the front told us ofa Gurhka that had got to close quarters with a big German and
drawing his knife made a swift slash at him. The German remarked, "Ah you vos missed again, eh!" and the Indian
replied, "Wait til you wag your head."
CORPORAL A. TAYLORSON
P. S.-Thank s so much for the papers. You should see the rush for them. The London papers are not in it."

Writing about the same date and from the same place, Lance Corporal Stanley Bostock says:
"Well here I am in the land of the living, just existing and that's all. Colds are just as free as knockers in Kas lo. We
had one church parade in the dining room but they gave it up as a bad job, couldn't hear the preacher for barking.
We didn't need a sky pilot; all we want is some of Arbey's wonderful cough dope guaranteed to kill or cure; don't
care whether it kills or cures either, any way will suit the boys.

God Made Canada
"The boys say that God made Canada and made a good job, but this must have been his last and was feeling pretty
tired when he finished it. It looks like it. Ifthe rain keeps up we will have to dig trenches in canoes or borrow the
Annam oose. I hear they are going to send to Garrad for some little fish to put around the huts, so that the boys can
practise getting their own from the windows.

London Girls favour Canucks
"Most of the boys were up in London for their Christm as leave and all came back with their eyes sticking out a foot
and their pockets empty. They say it's a great place to spend money. And the girls are so fond of the Canucks. As a
rule they have five times as much as the British Tommy and spend it more freely.

Wait Till We Get to Belgium
"Wh en we were in Vernon we used to say: "When we get to England we'll have a gran d old time," but now it's,
"wait til we get to Belgium." I guess that will be the last move we'll make; still, anything is better than this even if it
is a plot of ground. Gillis says the first Germa n he gets he is going to hold him down while Gussie Carney dances a
jig on his face, and TIl bet 10 to 1 if they get a chance they'll do it too.

A Wife and 5 Kids in Berlin
"One lad told me, that was just going back to the trenches, that in a charge one big German called for mercy. He
said he had a wife and 5 children in Berlin; the kid says,"Well there's a widow and 5 children now!" Another one
was that they were in the trenches and one German (a Saxon) shouted out: "We will fire 5 rounds in the air; we are
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being relieved then, and the Prussians are taking our place; give them Hell!" The Saxons hat the Prussian. Jae 4
until the 54" gets a chance at them. We have the reputation ofbeing the healthiest and sturdiest battalion that has
come across the pond. Thank all the people ofKaslo for their kinds thoughts and thank you much for the Kalso Pipe
Lighter. The boys alI wish to be remembered to their many Kaslo friends.
sure
P. S.-Every
boosted. success to you and dear old Kaslo in the New Yeru-. If boosting England will do any good for Kaslo I

•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••
Thursday,
February 3, 1916

LIEUT. GREEN WRITES OF THE
SIGHTS OF OLD ENGLAND
Some interesting impressions
ofLondon are contained in a
letter wrirren by Lieut. Howard
C. Green, who enlisted here with
th
the 54 Battalion. The letter
was written to his brother and
sister, Rowland and Edith Green
and examples are given herewith.

Bramshott Camp, Jan. 2, 16
Dear sister and brother-As you can see it is now the 2" day ofJanuary and this is my first letter home i 191n,
rain is poring down so no church parade today. The whole battalion have coughs and colds but we are gradually
shaking them off. Major Anderson, Capts. Moffatt, Cameron and Rowe all laid up and the latter in 17
Our battalion is the duty battalion for this week so nearly an ofus will be on fatigue.

3r

Srgt.-Major Coombs got a fine box from Kaslo yesterday and in it was a parcel for me containing a pair
chocolate,and a nice card. Will write and thank the sender some time some day. It s pretty fine ofthe Kaslo people
to remember us all so kindly and I am sure every one appreciates their thoughtfulness.

A Jaunt toLondon
Now I must tell you something ofour trip to London. Bo Bourne and I went up together on Monday evening, Dec.
20", remained in the city until Christmas eve. Tuesday we spent our time in various ways, did some shopping,
visited the Horse Guard and then went to the House ofParliament. We managed to get into a hall and afer
waiting were sent up to the Stranger'a Gallery, which would seat About 120. Civilians require an order form from an
M. P. to admission but our uniforms gave us the privilege and they were very courteous to us.

S,,

Heard Carson Talk
Premier Asqith had just spoken on Lord Derby's scheme and after a speech by the government member Si RA,,,
Carson arose and gave a powerful address. He certainly is line and fine looking too. lle was followed by a labour
man who had • wonderful voice and it struck me his speech was quire logical. Very little ofthe parliamentary doing
reached the press but they are having a warm time. I thougbly enjoyed that bow-and should have liked to stay longer
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but the boys were impatient to get away. I can hardly realize that I have been in the British House of Parliament and
heard some speeches. Wasn't it great?
Wednesday morning we were late getting up, then went to Benberry's. My companions got tired waiting for and
went off to do some shopping. Knowing it would be impossible to find them I walked down to Westminister Bridge
and over it to Waterloo Station. The Thames is quite a river. I had expected to see something pretty small so was
quite surprised to find it easily as wide as Kaslo Bay at its mouth and should think a battleship could come up that
far.

London Tower
From Waterloo Station I took a bus to the Tower of London, crossing Tower Bridge, which is a fine big structure
with a lift span in the centre. You see they have all kinds of bridges across the river and this one is lower than
Westminister.
The Tower is a regular mediaeval fortress standing on the banks of the Thames. Surrounding it is a moat 75 feet
wide which is dry but being lower than the river at high tide, in olden times when they wanted to fill it, the gate was
opened when the tide was high and the water flowed in. Inside the moat is a big wall running all the way m around
and with four or five towers in important concern to aid in the defence. Inside this is the inner wall with thirteen
tower on it. Then the most important part the real tower itself, is inside again and has very thick walls. I saw some
of the old cannon balls which were found in the moat; they are big round iron balls. Nowadays you are not allowed
to see all of the Tower. Just the Bloody Tower, the Armouries, Crown Jewels, Beauchamp Tower and a chapel the
name of which I have forgotten. Civilians have to pay to enter but soldiers do not. In the Bloody Tower they show
you where two young princes were imprisoned and ----2----. A very small room only about 14 feet square. From the
door you walk out on the Barrack Square (along the tower wall) where Sir Walter Reighly---?----walk.
One day he was caught signalling to some person on the river and they moved him. In the tower they also show YO
crowns, disdems, medals, etc., etc. All kinds of gold work which you would like to see even if there are no rings or
bracelets.

All Kinds OfAncient Munitions
Over in the armouries they have different kinds of armour, old guns, pistols and other relics. The armour they used
to wear must have been very awkward to move around in. I saw tilting poles, maces, and even a block for beheading
and a headsman's axe. The coat that Wolfe wore when he died was there and the gun carriage that bore King
Edward's body. There were also modem steel helmets as worn by the British and French and the different swords
used by the Allies.

I one part ofthe armouries (which are in the inner tower) is St. John's Chapel, where in olden days the men who
were to be knighted used to go and keep their vigil for a certain number of hours, but now the Methodists and
Presbyterians in the Tower Guard go there for Sunday services. There is another chapel in Beauchamp Tower used
by the Anglicans for worship. In it are buried several interesting people, among them Anne Boleyn, Lady Jane Grey,
Lord Duddly and some twenty others. We also saw the place out in the square where they were beheaded ..

Soldiers ofthe Tower
In Beauchamp Tower there is a room where prisoners were kept which is all marked with inscriptions made by them.
As I said before they have soldiers in the Tower, just a sort of garrison. The Welsh Gaurds were on duty when I was
there and were just raised when war broke out. Now the first battalion is at the front and these chaps are reserves.
These guards must be like us for three of them were doing C. B. that day, marching up and down the Barracks
Square with packs on their backs. Then besides the soldiers there are old Yeoman all around who wear a fancy
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costume for dress occasions which is yellow, red, blue, etc., but at ordinary times they wear blue and red trimmings
and as peculiar hat. They are supposed to be old veterans. I enjoyed visiting the tower very much and went again on
Thursday with Bob Bourne and two other Canadians.

The Wax Works
By the time I returned to the hotel the boys had gone, so after lunch I took a taxi out to Cricklewood to see an old
acquaintance. It cost me something for it is quite a distance and on reaching there found my friend was not in. On
the way back I stopped at Madam Tussaud's Wax Works, which place I found intensely interesting and instructive.
As you enter you see soldiers and sailors dressed in their full uniform, but there is very little near the door after
paying a shilling I went on upstairs.
On both sides of a long room were celebrities of every country and every kind. First was a big London policeman
and of course I was just going to ask him where to start in when I noticed a glassy stare in his eye and decided not to.
Near him were about ten of recent French presidents, then Gen. De Wet, Gen. Botha and a group of aviators,
including Wellman, who tried to fly the Atlantic, Blinot, Blinot and Claude Graham White. Then grouped all round
were the following:
Sir Edward Carson, the Ulster leader; Marconi (a fine looking chap); Gen. Booth, of the Salvation Army and his
successor, John Wesley; Capt. Scott, Lord Strathcona; Capt. Smith of the "Titanic"; the late King George of Greece,
who you will remember was assassinated; the late King of Portugal and his son, who also was shot; John Redmond,
the Irish Nationalist, Admiral Beresford; Prince of Wales, (a thin chap with reddish hair, and much nicer looking
than I expected, dressed an infantry lieutenant, Lord Roberts; Admiral Beatty; Lord Nelson; Sir Francis Drake; Duke
of Wellington, Admiral Fisher; Duke of Connaught, King George; Queen Mary and Queen Alexandra; some old
French celebrities, some famous painters, Gen. Tom Thumb (a little man 31 inches high who really lived); Chas
Dickens; David Livingston; Suskin,, the Russian giant (8 ft. 5 inches, says he makes our Tiny Wilson look like a
sardine) who was drum -major for the Russian regiment and the tallest man who ever lived in modern days; John
Calvin; Lady Jane Grey; John Knox; Mary, Queen of Scots; Martin Luther; Sir Walter Scott; Shakespeare;
Gladstone; Carina! Newman; Joseph Chamberlain; Balfour; Fr. Bernard; Sir Thomas Lipton; Bobbie Burns; Lord
Byron; Gay Rowland, it was

--------------?-.-----------.

Then there was four suffragettes sitting at a table; Mrs. Pankhurst, her daughter, Miss Chisabel Pankhurst; Mrs.
Pethicoe Lawrence and others; Baden Powell; Kipling; eight or nine U. S. Predident; Dr. Sun Yet Sen of china; Benj.
Frank lin; Madam T'ussaud (who started the exhibition and died in 1850); George Washington; Garibaldi, the great
Italian liberator; King and Queen of Spain; Winston Churchill; General French; King of Italy; Gen. Joffe; Pres.
Poincare; King Peter of Servia; King of Bulgaria; Sir Edward grey; Bonar Law; Asquith, King ofMonenegro; Grand
Duke Nicholas, Emperor of Russia; Kitchener and Lord George. All ofthese are very lifelike.
But what interested me was the gallery of the Kings of England. It is fine and would make your history much more
interesting than it is. They started off with William the Conqueror; Richard I was a fine looking man; John was a
miserable looking scamp; Edward I was another big strong man. He was dark while Richard was fair. Edward UI
was a fine big king too, but Henry VIII was too fat.
Cardinal Wolsley and Wm. Caxton are there too. Queen Elizabeth sure had red hair. Charles. I was a fine big chap
and so was Oliver Cromwell. The later Kings were not so interesting but they were all there.
The Kaiser, Emperor of Austria and the big Turkey were stuck off in one corner. Downstairs is the Chamber of
horrors, where4 there is an opium den, a scaffold, courtroom and all the criminals in the country for some years back
and old Crippen is there just as he stood in court. Don't go there when you visit Madam Tussaud's, for I dreamt
about the blamed placed all night.
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The British Museum
On Thursday morning we visited the British Museum and it certainly is a very, very interesting place. Has all kinds
of things in it as old stone coffins, statues, mummies, guns and swords. The mummeries interested me. It seemed
hard to realize that they had been wrapped up by the Egyptians thousands of years ago and yet there they were of aU
sorts, fine ones and poor ones.
In one part we saw a Kootenay birch bark canoe which seemed larger and better than the ones we see. Besides "it
there were various things worn and used by the North American Indians. Sword and scimitar from Japan, Chinees
gods, weapons and cloths of the Australian bushman , etc., etc.
There were old Bible and books, the first of music, books printed by Caxton the first English printer; the early maps
showing the world like a plate, signatures of England poets and some of their verses in their own handwriting; copies
of English charte rs and a huge collection of postage stamps. Sir Robert Scott's memorandum book was there and
opened at the last pages, showing his last entry, with these words below: "For God's sake look after our people,"
Poor chaps, they packed half a dozen good sized books along with them, all which were in the case. There is
probably no museum in the world larger or better than the British Museum and it is useless to try ro describe it or
indeed to try to see it in a morning.
One time in London was altogether too short to enable us to see much of the city and I wish it had been possible to
stay there a week longer at least. We returned to Bramshott Camp Friday night where we found preparations going
forward to make the Christmas day a pleasant one for all. Wishing all the ones a happy New Year, your loving
brother,
H.C.GREEN
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Thursday, March 9, 1916
Rumors of trouble have come from the 54", it being stated that some sort of an order recently went into effect
whereby one-half of a soldier's pay was deducted to be set aside for him until his return at the end of the war. The
arrangement did not suit some of the Canadian regiments camped in England, and compact was entered into between
some of them, including the 54" to stand on what the boys considered their rights and demand all their money every
month. The other regiments interest in the compact quit after a little time, but the 54" fellows are reported to have
held out for a longer period.
k k kt k¥¥¢¢4#kk4¢¥4¥¥¢¥¥¥k¥%¥¥¢¥¥¢k¥#kt ¥kk¢¥k¥¥kq¥kt¢kt ¥t t y¥kk¥¥4¥k¢k¢¥¢4¥kt ¢¥44k#$¥kkkkk4¢k¥#¥¥kt 4¢¥¢kk¥4

Thursday, March 23, 1916
Lieut. H. C. Green, of the

54 Batt. Is reported on the sick list, having been attacked by the measles.
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Thursday, May 4, 1916

FOR KING AND COUNfRY
The casualty lists the latter part of the week contained among the names of the killed in action that ofLeo Buchanan,
a former Kaslo boy. Leo was the only surviving son of G.O. Buchanan, formerly ofKaslo inst. Who is now
residing at Port Haney.
Lieut. Buchanan spent part of his boyhood in Kaslo, his father operating the saw mill here about twenty years ago.
His early education was obtained at Woodstock College, Woodstock, Ont., and after his matriculation he attended
Toronto University, taking his B. A. Degree there and later on taking up the study of law at Osgoode Hall, Toronto.
After completing his law course he went into legal practice in Vancouver, but joined for overseas services shortly
after the outbreak of the war.
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Every sympathy will be felt for Mr. Buckanan in this, the third of a succession of
be reavements. At the time the late
Lieut. Buckanan was attending college in company with his brother Nelson. The later contracted a cold resulting in
his. death.. The interment was held here. Three years ago last fall Mrs. Buckanan died in Kaslo, after a lingering
illness.
Another war casualty recorded that bring home vividly is the death ofa son, Edward Mobbs, of Garrar d. Every
sympathy will be felt throughout the district for Mr. Mobbs.

Thursday, January 18, 19 I 7

The many friends of Col. A H. G. Kemball were glad to hear that he has been awarded the Distinguished Service
Order.

Thursday, January 18, 1917

COL. KEMBALL AWARDED THE D. C. 0.
According to recent despatches from London, Col. A.H. G. Kemball, of this city, and who went from here in
command of the 54 Kootenay Battalion, has been awarded the Distinguished Service Order.
This is good news indeed, as all who know the Colonel, will unite in agreeing that no soldier is more deserving ofthe
honor...
According to official reports Col. Kemball has been decorated because "He led his battalion in attack with
conspicuous success, carrying out every task allotted him and giving a splendid example of courage and good
leadership."

Thursday, February 1, 1917
According to reports sent in by one of the other boys, who went from here to the war, Pte. Gill, who was a big husky
fellow when he went away from here, has been severely thinned down as a result of his wounds.

Thursday, February 8, 1917

INTERESTING NOTE
FROM GEO. COSE
Thanks Friends Here For The
Christmas Remembrances
And Tells Something
About Himself.
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The Kootenaian has received the following interesting letter from George Cose, who enlisted from here with the 54
Kootenay Battalion, but who was unable to proceed to the front with othermembers ofthe regiment. In his
communication, which is directed to the public, George expresses his thanks for the parcels sent to him at Christmas
and tells something ofwhat he is doing, even ifhe cannot get into the trenches and fight.
442359 Pte. G. Cose
Care ofY. M. C. A. Hut No. 2
Witley Camp, Surrey.
Dear friends- It is with a glad heart I write these few lines to thank the Kaslo Red Cross Society for the delicious
parcel they so kindly sent me and I assure you I was not long sampling its contents and it filled me with delight to see
so much in such a parcel of its size, and a little credit is due to the one that packed it, for it was packed well and
arrived in splendid condition.
Ofcourse, you al] know that I am not able to go to the front, "worst huck," which ofcourse filled me with
dissatisfaction. I've done my best, I am sorry to say that I did not see the boys before they left for France, but
through no fault oftheirs. They were all good chums to me and for a time I was sort ofleft in the lurch and lonely.
But I felt it was no use to feel downhearted buy make new friends again, which I did after some time, but they are not
like my unfortunate chums of little Kaslo city.
Probably it might interest you to know that one ofthe friends I have is a nice little Welsh girl. There's lots ofthem
over here I can tell you, and some ofthose poor lonely chaps would do well to come over here where they would not
be lonely long, but ifthey wear the khaki they will be liked all the more.
Now probably you will be curious to know what I am doing. Well, first ofall I am working at the above address.
My duty is to help keep the hut clean and tidy and take my tum at washing mugs. No, no not soldiers' mugs, for it
keeps me rather busy shining my own up, but we have a canteen in the hut and sell all sorts ofeatables and drinks,
except fire water, so, ofcourse, there are plenty ofcups to wash, but I don't hesitate to say there are a lot of"mugs"
stroll in to get filled, and some ofthem take some filling at that. I am working hard all day, 14 or 16hours, but when
I consider what the boys in the trenches have to bear I know better than to grumble, and I do my work cheerfully. I
do not wish to bring news back to the Skillicorn family again, but really I would like to express my sorrow on
learning ofJack's death in action. Indeed, I feel sorry for Mrs. Skillicorn's loss and the family has my deep
sympathy. I trust that all the rest ofthe Kaslo boys will be spared to see their dear ones again and get over their
wounds soon.
I have letters occasionally from my brothers and sisters in Canada, also in this country, and some parcels and cheery
letters from my dear mother at Harrop, so you can see I am kept fairly busy writing. Of course, I forgot, there's the
girls' correspondence too. Well I don't know that I have much more to say but before closing I send my heartiest
thanks for the kindness the Red Cross Society has shown me and believe me, I am your very grateful friend.
C. COSE
Pte. Cose also enclosed the following original poem entitled,

THESHIRK.ER
As I listen to the stories and of soldiers' battle yarn,
And ofthe bayonet charges, I lose heart,
I shrug my shivering shoulder and I beat a cur's retreat,
For I cannot face the man who's doing his part.
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So I find some place to hide me so's to keep from doing my bit,
I shun the laws of England; "Artful dog,"
And smiling too I whisper so as not to be heard,
They who want to fight can go. "I'll play the hog."
But the country caught me napping fur I had no khaki on,
And an armlet did not screen me; I was nabbed,
a shiver cold traversed me and I felt that I was done,
For the grip was big and strong where someone grabbed,
1 was marched off to the barracks and was soon put out to drill;
I soon was made a military worker,
I found out after all, now I help to roll the ball,
"Tis better far than to have to bear the name of "shirker."

Thursday, February 15, 1917

This From the Most Popular Officer at
The Front
Capt. Howard Green, who is one of the most popular officers with his men among the Canadians, writes:
"Your card and the swell parcel from Kas lo arived about Dec. 20" and I must drop a line to thank you. That parcel
was fine-just the right thing-and so well done up.
We hardly know how to thank you all for your kindness and thoughtfulness."
The Kaslo boys are all well. Frank Allen, Frank Abey, Jim Kellett, Tommy Carney and Harry Hanson are an that
are left, I think. We all felt sorry about Jack Skillicorn's death. He was such a good head, always happy, a good
soldier and a fine man.
The battalion was in the line for Christmas. It was quite a normal day and no fraternising as far as were concerned.
Some of the Canadians did shake hands with Fritz and incidently let them have a good look at their trenches. Today
we are away back in a small French village having a rest. There is to be a cinema show tonight from 9 to 10, then
sing-song until New Years arrives. So you see one can have a little fun in France. Even up the line they gave us
plumb pudding Christmas noon.
"Again, very many thanks for that fine parcel, and I hope that all my Kaslo friends will have a happy, prosperous

New Year."
Yours sincerely,
HOWARD GREEN

Thursday, February 22, 1917

RED CROSS NOTES
Donations Acknowledged:
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Received from Kaslo Fire Brigade the sum of$50,00 towards the funds ofthe Society.
The Secretary , Kaslo Branch of the Canadian Red Cross Society.

I wish to express my thanks to you for the kind remembrance sent me by the Society at Christmas, It is indeed good
of you to remember one and I can tell you I appreciate it very much. Dear old Kaslo is doing her bit in many ways
and I am proud that I am a Kaslo boy.
Very sincerely,

F. B. STEPHENSON

Red Cross Society, Kaslo.
We have received a parcel of Christmas gifts from you today. These have been distributed amongst our battalion

runners and the boys wish to convey to your society the warm thanks for these gifts

As it so happens we are in the trenches at the moment, and this makes your thoughtfulness especially acceptable.
R. CHERRIE

Lieut. 54 Batt.

South Camp, Seaford
Jan.

6,

1917

Red Cross Society, Kaslo, B. C.
lam sending this in acknowledgement of the parcel sent me by the Kaslo Branch of the Red Cross Society. I wish to
extend many thanks to the Society for the same, as it was greatly appreciated by myself and those of the boys who
partook of it.
This leaves me in the best of health , but cooped up as a result of measles. We expect the quarantine to be raised

shortly.
I

am,

Sincerely yours,
Pe. R. LU. SKILLICORN

Thursday, March 8, 1917

COL. KEMBALL, D. S. 0. AND
COMMANDER OF THE 54
KILLED IN ACTION
While engaged in offensive operations on the Western Front, Col. Kemball, D. S. O., of Kaslo,
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and officer commanding the 54" Kootenay Battalion, was killed according to information
reaching The Kootenaian just before going to press.

are

Hardly any details
available, but apparently Col. Kemball had been with part ofhis regiment at a time when
severe fighting or an advance was in progress, and had become a victim of a Hun bullet or of a Hun shell.
Col. Kemball was one ofthe best officers in the Canadian anny. He had some thirty years military service to his
credit in the Indian anny before coming to this country and his knowledge oftactics placed the Kootenay battalion in
the very front rank ofthe Canadians. He was one ofthe finest men on top ofthe earth, and his end will be most
sincerely mourned by his large circle of friends here.
Mrs. Kemball and her daughters are at present in Vancouver, where they have been spending the winter. They
planned upon returning to Kaslo about the end of March.
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Thursday, March 8, 1917
The flag on the city hall was put at half mast yesterday, on account ofthe death ofCol. Kemball, D. S. 0.
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Thursday, March 22, 1917

MEMORIAL SERVICE
FOR COL. KEMBALL
An impressive memorial service was held in the Armoury last Thursday evening, when all the religious
demonstrations represent in the city assembled to do memory ofthe late Col. A.H. G. Kemball, C. B., D. S. 0.
Ven. Archdeacon Beer conducted the service, being assisted by the Rev. F. V. Harrison, Rev. G. S. Woods, Rev. H.
E. Horton and the Rev. Dr. Calvert.
The united choirs ofthe churches rendered the hymn and Miss D. Hurst played the "Dead March in Saul."
kkkkukkkkkky##kk¥##k¥¥k#¥kkkk##k¥¥kkkkkk#k±¥¥kk#kkkkk¥ky¥¥kkkkkkkkk##k#¥¥k¥kkk¥$¥k¥¥kkkkkkk±#kt±¥k¥¥

Thursday, April 5, 1917

DETAILS OF DEATH
OF COL. KEMBALL
Pte. Chadwick Describes
How O. C. The 54 Met
His End and
The Way He Was Buried
The first details regarding the end ofthe late Col. Kemball, D. S. 0., are contained in a letter received here by Mrs.
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Chadwick, wife of Pte. Chadwick who was attached to the personal service of the late commander of the 54 . In a
simple and straight forward way eloquent of the grief which he felt at the loss of the Colonel, Pte. Chadwick tells
what he knows of the blow that was struck at the famous Kootenay battalion and tells ofthe impressive attendant
upon the burial of the Colonel, and of how his men felt. Incidentally how James Kellet, also of this city, came to his
end at the same time. Poor Kellet apparently had no funeral. He was blown to pieces.
Part of the letter of Pte. Chadwick is reproduced herewith:
"Please to say I am all right myself and enjoy excellent health.
"You will have heard before this of the death of our beloved Colonel.

a

"He was killed whilst on raid and he died a brave man, among his men, who were equally as brave to face that
terrible fire, which was poured into them.
'
I guess it hit Kaslo pretty hard, and I am sure his family must be near frantic with grief. I can't seem to realise that
he has gone
"He was a fine officer and a fine man to be around with, so patient, so just and straightforward. "I will never forget
the last morning he went out. He went out to watch the first barrage and gas put over. (We were sending gas over on
the enemy) and came back to report to the Brigade. ·
·
"He had then had a bad dose of gas and never ought to have gone out again. But no, he was.set on going over with
the boys, and it would have taken a good deal to stop him,
"He put his hat on and with a wave of his hand said: "Au-revoir, boys," and a smile on his face for the last time,
alive.
"They got his body in two days later and buried him the following day a few miles behind the lines in a beautiful
cemetery, full of French soldiers, who were gassed some time back.
"I carried a large artificial wreath, a token from his brother officers. Oh, dear wife, it was an awful impressive
ceremony, the band playing, big guns roaring, aeroplanes hovering overhead and a ruin city in the distance.
"Just try and picture it all in your mind. You can guess how I felt, and many of the war hardened fellows were
moved to tears, men who you would think were beyond feeling.
"They gave him a military funeral. Kellett was also killed at the same time. Nothing was found of him, but he was
seen to be blown to pieces.
"Tommy Camey cam e out alright.
"Well don't get downhearted at the bad luck we have had. Be brave and above all, don't worry. The war will go on;
we have to look to seeing some go under, but it is hard to bear it when those we know so well, have to leave us."

Thursday, May 3, 1917

MORE DETAILS
OF KEMBALL'S END
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COMMANDING OFFICER OF THE
54 RETURNED TO CANADIAN
LINES BY GERMAN OFFICER
UNDER A FLAG OF TRUCE
Speaking ofthe death ofCol. A.H. G. Kemball, Lieut. McQuarrie, who returned to Nelson a few days ago, stated
that no man, with the exception ofMajor Rigby, perhaps, had won the affection ofhis men, his brother officers and
his superiors as had the Kootenay-Boundary colonel. His gallantry as well as the gallantry ofLieut. Noel Tooker
and Major Lucas, both ofwhom were killed in the same action, had so impressed the colonel ofthe German battalion
opposing them that he returned the bodies ofthe Canadian officers for burial to their own lines. With a white flag,
said Lieut. McQuarrie, the German officer accompanied the bearers with the bodies and upon reaching the Canadian
trench paid high tribute to their heroism, declaring that "such men must not be left upon the field."
Col. Kemball, he said, was idolized by his men, any ofwhom, he was convinced, would willingly have given his life
in his place. The Colonel, he declared, would never set a man a task he would not do himself, and was solely
responsible for his battalion reaching France as a unit, instead ofbeing broken up into drafts. After receiving his D.
S. 0., Col. Kemball was so embarrassed that he was almost apologetic about it feeling that there were others who
should have received it instead.
##k9kk##k#¥¥##kt ##k¥¢¥#####¥#¥k#¥¥¥#kkt ###k####¥#¥kkk#¢kkk¥#k#k##k#kkk##k#¥¥¥2##k###¥k¥#kk##¥#±kt ±¢

Thursday, June 21,1917
The Skillicorns received word a few days ago to the effect that Roy Skillicorn has been wounded, but not seriously.
They received a cablegram from Roy that his wounds were slight and "not to worry." Other information is to the
effect that he is a member ofthe sniping brigade, and got hit with flying missiles while engaged in the pleasing
pastime ofpots shots at the Huns.
##k¥/k¥#k##kxkk##kk##k¥#¥#¥¥##¥¥kk#¥¥kk#kk####t #¥¥#pk##k¥¥#¥ukkkk#pk#k##kt ¥¥¥±#¥#kk##k#kt ±#±¢4

Thursday, June 28, 1917

BROOKLYN PRAISES CANADIANS
A glorious Chapter Added to the
History of Canada
We have special reason ro rejoice in the victory ofthe entente in the battle ofArras. The famous Vimy Ridge, most
formidable ofthe position so far taken, was conquered by our neighbours, the Canadians. Canada with the
population less than that ofNew York State, has managed to send men to the European battlefield in sufficient
number to make this British victory the more conclusive. That is the answer to the German contention that the
United States can do nothing in this war. Canada sent 50,000 men to Europe in a few month after the beginning of
the war. She has since sent over 300,000 and promised to contribute a full halfmillion troops before the end ofthe

war.
The taking ofVimy Ridge was a first rate achievement. It adds a glorious chapter to the history of Canada's part in
the war, and there is reason to believe that when the full fruit ofthe victory are garnered it will be found that to the
Canadians belong the honour ofhaving insured the complete success ofthe Battle ofArras----Brooklyn Eagle.
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Thursday, July 12, 1917
A letter received here from Roy Skillicorn, who is in one of the hospital in France, stated that he expects to be sent to
"Blighty" at an early date, so that he is probably convalescing in England
this time.

by

Thursday, July 19, 1917

MORE 54 SOLDIERS
RETURN HOME SAFELY
LANCE CORPORAL HANSON AND PTE. ERNEST
RADER BACK FROM THEIR FIGHTING
LINE-AFTER MANY THRILLING
EXPERIENCES BOTH ARE GLAD TO BE
HOME ONCE MORE-RETURNED MEN GIVEN A
ROUSING RECEPTION UPON THEIR ARRIVAL HERE
The first of the local men enlisting in the 54Kootenay Battalion to return home was Lance Corporal
Harry Hanson, who came in on Wednesday night. Pte. Ernest Rader, who went from here with the 54,
but was transferred in. England to the 48, being sent over in a draft made up from the 54, arrived home
Friday night.
Lance Corporal Hanson of Popular, returned on Wednesday night and was given a rousing reception by a big
gathering of citizens who went down to the depot to meet him when he came off the l 0:30 Coast Express.
Hanson looked a little bit peeked, but says that he fuels some important already since returning to the bracing
Kootenay atmosphere. His trouble comes from gas of which he got a slight dose along the Somme.

VARIED EXPERIENCES
the

He was among those who enlisted in
54" Kootenay Battalion at the time the famous regiment was formed and
went over to Vernon with the first draft. After going overseas with the battalion, he underwent the usual course of
training in Bramshott camp and in due time landed in France, and three days after leaving England, was in the front
line trenches, and getting his first experience of warfare.
At times it did not seem anything at all like what be imagin ed war was like. Sometimes there would be days when a
German would not be spotted at all. He was made a sniper for a time and would put in whole shifts looking across
"no man's land" in a vain endeavour to spot a stray Hun. But the Huns kept themselves pretty well under cover, and
refused to be obliging enough to stich their beans above three parapet -----------------~----- ?--------------------·

------,--------?---·--- ---------?-------------BOCHES QUIT EASILY

Nor did he experience much close hand fighting with the Germans. He never had to use the bayonet or had the

203

thrilling experience of having a bayonet pointed at him. As a rule when an infantry advance on German trenches was
ordered, the attacking column went forward went forward in open order, preceded by a barrage of shell fire heaved
over by the British or Canadian artillery. If the attack was successful the Germans in the trench that was attacked
would throw up their mitts and yell "Kamerade" as soon as the Canadian infantry broke through the cloud of smoke
and dust kicked up by the barrage. They appeared for the most part to be glad to get out of the game and retire
cheerfully with their captors.
But there were such numbers of them. One position would be taken on one ridge, and the Huns driven out, and the
newly taken points consolidated within our lines. Then the artillery would be brought up and the new German
position on the next ridge would be the next objective, so that the same performance would be repeated all over
again, and with the exception of a few changes perhaps in the lay of the land, would be just the same as those that
preceded it.

CONDITION CHANGING
"There is no use trying to describe what it is like. It is an entirely different game now to what it was when we first
went in. Each month sees new wrinkles of attack and defence brought in, so that the war assumes a different aspect
as far as field service is concerned, to what it was the month before. A lot of thrilling things that happened in the
early stages have been long forgotten by those who took part in them.
"Did I ever get hit? Not that I noticed very much. The iron wash basin on top of my head got a few bits of shrapnel
or shell ratted up against it once or twice. Had it not been for the helmet, I would have been ended right there, I
guess. On one occasion a rifle bullet whizzed in between my right arm and my ribs, which was about as close a call
as I can remember of."

GASSED
After being about five months in the trenches, Lance-Corporal Hanson drew into his lungs certain poisonous gas sent
forth in gentle playfulness by the Huns. He did not get a very bad dose, and was sick over it for a little bit, but the
illness soon passed off and he thought himself as fit as ever. But the poison was getting in its deadly work all the
time, and in a few weeks he was sent to hospital. He should have gone back at the start of the treatment. The effects
on his lungs was bad. He spent a month in one of the hospitals over in France, was sent to England next and being
there for several months was invalided home again. He is not yet discharged, but is on the sick list, and had orders to
report at the Balfour sanitarium on the 22", He went down on Monday to arrange for an extension, so that he could
make a short stay at Popular before going to the sanitarium for treatment.

RADER"S EXPERIENCES
Pte. Ernest Rader enlisted in the 54 Kootenay Battalion two years ago this summer and went to England with that
unit. In England he went into one of the drafts made up from the 54" and which was sent to France to reinforce the
48 battalion. George Lingard went over with Rader in the same company and the two of them got into the fighting
this way much faster than if they had waited to go with the Kootenay boys when they finally, after much quarrelling
about it and appeals by Col. Kemball to the big fellows, managed to get over to France as a unit. After being in the
trenches for some time Rader was one day hit in the vest pocket by a machine gun bullet. In there pocket he had
some cartridges, and to those he most probably owes his life, as they stopped the bullet which had apparently pretty
well spent its force any way. The blow, however, was sufficient to knock Rader out, and was sent to the rear for
repairs. He had, however, contracted rheumatism while in the trenches, so that he was in rather bad condition for a
while. The rheumatism had a serious affect on the arches of his feet causing them to fall, thus rendered him flat
footed and unfit for further service. He went to England, was in hospital there for a time, and was sent over to
Victoria, where he received his formal discharge only a few days ago. When he came back to Kaslo and received a
rousing reception when he stepped off the boat on Friday night.
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While in the hospital he learned how to do certain needle work and became very proficient at it, so much so that in a
competition in this in which some six hundred men took part, he was awarded first prize. He may possibly follow up

this line of work, as it offers a fair remuneration.
Both men speak highly ofthe fine work being done for the soldiers by the Red Cross and other organizations,
although Lance-Corporal Hanson does not appear to think much of the Y. M. C. A. Is doing.

Thursday, July 19, 1917

NEW DENVER
BOY RETURNS
Rousing Reception Given To
Frank Crosbie By
His Fellow Citizens
NEW DENVER, July 17 Frank Crosbie, who left New Denver nearly two years ago as a member of the 54 Batt,
And who has been through some of the recent fighting on the western front, returned to town on Thursday. There
were a great many of the townspeople at the dock to welcome Mr. Crosbie back and everyone is glad to see him
looking so well. He had ail experience with German gas and will likely get his discharge.

Thursday, July 19, 1917

THRILLING EXPERIENCE
OF SERGEANT TAYLORSON
TELLS HOW HE WAS IN A SHELL HOLE
WITH FOUR COMPANIONS AND WAS
KNOCKED OUT BY THE SHELL SHOCK, HIS
COMPANIONS BEING KILLED-TIED UP
IN A DOUBLE BOW KNOT FOR MONTHS
HIS RECOVERY REGARDED AS A MARVEL
BY THE DOCTORS-BRINGS BACK
MANY INTERESTING STORIES OF LIFE
AT THE FRONT AND A MEDAL FOR
BRAVERY
Carrying a cane and limping slightly, Sergt. A. Taylorson stepped ofthe Kokanee on Thursday night, and was

205

greeted at the wharf aby a big crowd of citizens, who gave vent to their feelings in resounding cheers as the war hero,
who had been battling during the past few months for his life, stepped from the boat and back into life ofhis little old
home town.
The Sergeant was met at the wharfby his family and taken home in the Archer auto, and was following up from the
wharfby a crowd which numbered several hundred people.
Sergeant Taylorson looks older than when he left Kaslo two years ago with the 54". Wrinkles of a new vintage
indicated that he has gone through terrible physical suffering, while his hair has become slightly tinged with gray.
Something appears to be added to himwhat to call it is difficult, as it is elusive. Its more particularly noticeable
when he begins to describe the work done by the 54 and the boys ofthe regiment from Kaslo.
"All the monuments that could ever be raise," he said "from one end ofthe country to the other, could never pay just
tribute to what has been endured by those who have gone to the war. There are no words in English language that
are in any way capable of describing it."
Sergt. Taylorson had a most varied and thrilling experience. He enlisted in the 54 at the time the regiment was
formed, went overseas and was with the regiment at Bramshott camp all the time they were in training there. For a
time it appeared doubtful that the regiment would get over to France as a unit, but Col. Kemball put up such a stiff
fight to have its individuality retained, that it was finally decided that it would go into the fighting line as a unit.
After arriving on the fighting line, Sergt. Taylorson went through the usual experiences, dodging bullets, shells,
charging trenches, sleeping in mud and water and fighting lice as well as Germans. The usual run of close calls fell
to his lot and appeared for a time as if he Jed a sort of charmed life. But the lice were fierce.

ALMOST EATEN ALIVE
No brother ever stuck closer than those affectionate little insects could stick. They just ate into a man's hide and
almost built entrenchments. Nothing could get rid ofthem and Taylorson bears the marks oftheir activities on his
person yet. When in billets the boys used to change their shirts inside out every so often, and frequently changed
back again to inside in their efforts to rid themselves ofthe vermin. This performance confused the baggers a little
bit, so that they got dizzy. It afford some temporary relief.

PLUGGED
After being "in the line" for five days at a stretch, the 54 th was sent back, as the boys hoped, for a nice rest in billets.
But the very next day they were ordered to the line again, much to their disappointment. They went in at night, put
in the hours ofdarkness digging for themselves an assembly trench. At 6 a.m. the barrage fire started and Taylorson
and his company began to move forward to the attack. Within minutes he felt something like a red hot poker being
shoved through the fleshy part ofhis thigh and he knew he was hit as he could feel the soft, warm blood inside ofhis
trousers. Outside ofthe sharp pain experienced at the time it did not put him out very much, and he was able to
continue the advance with the others. The loss ofthe 54" in the attack was heavy, but they routed out the Bosches
they had been sent after and proceeded to consolidate positions.

"A HELL OF A MAN"
An officer came along who noticed that Taylorson was wounded. "Well," he said "you are a hell ofa man." And he
ordered him to get back out ofthat. So the Sergeant followed a stretcher party towards the rear and received first aid
at a dressing station at which he was also tagged for hospital further back. Then with four others who were able to
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walk he started out and went out along a sunken road. A shower of German shells poured down on them and it was
suggested that they get into a nearby shell hole and wait until the storm passed by. The four men with him got into
the bottom of the hole, and Taylorson was sticking close to the edge.

SHELL SHOCKED
Sergt. Taylorson has no recollection ofjust what happened after that. Wh en he woke up he was in the hospital fur in
the rear. As near as he can gather a shell, exploded immediately over the hole they were in and killed the other four
by concussion, bury ing the whole outfit. Taylorson's han ds only were sticking up above the dirt. He was noticed by
this and was dug out. He had been shocked into ------?------by the concussion of the exploding shell and the same
force had killed the others.
·
·

TIED IN A?-BOW KNOT
Apparently he had been in a sort of doubled up position when the shell exploded, with his knees up under his chin
because he remained that way for several weeks. That is the way shell shock usually acts. Any person becoming
afflicted with it becomes rigid in the position he happened to be in at the moment of the concussion. At any rate
Sergt. Taylorson was several weeks in a base hospital before he began to get untied and by the time he was sent to .
"Blighty" he was comm encing to straighten out.

IN HOSPITAL IN ENGLAND
From France, when he was able to be moved he went to the Leicester military hospital, where marked improvement
was shown. He was in that hospital for six weeks and bis knees and lim bs were got back nearly to normal by
massaging and various forms of treatment. Next he went to the Epsom convalescent home, but started to lose ground
there, and was sent to the Granville Canadian special hospital at Ramsgate, where he put in 4 months. This was his
last stay in England and next he was placed on the S.S. Scandinavia with some 1,000 others and starte d homeward.
He was in Quebec 5 days and spent a few hours in Victoria. He is not discharged yet and is ordered to for clerical
duty soon. In the trip across Canada the men on the special train received every attention from people en route, who
showered them with eatable on their way across the continent.

MEDAL FOR BRAVERY
At the hospital in Ramsgate Sergt. Taylorson received the biggest surp rise ofhis life. He has been. in the habit, as his
condition improved, of going out motoring to Margate and other places, and sometim es stayed out after hours. One
morning the whole hospital staff and the convalescents who could get called to parade and first crack out of the box
Sergt. Taylorson was ordered to step up "now," he thought, "I am going to catch it." His knees shook. He expected
to be balled out for too late hours on bis motor bussing expeditions.

THE PROUDEST MOMENT OF THE COLONEL'S LIFE
The colonel in charge ofthe hospital ordered Sergt. Taylorson to take two paces to the front. The Sergeant did so, as
well as his shaking knees would allow him.
"This is the proudest moment of my life," said the colonel. Taylorson thought "surely then it cann ot be a bawling out
I'm going to get." Ahem-a-hump," continued the O. C. "For I am about to have the privilege of decorating a brave
man with the medal that is given to those who show continuous bravery in the field. I consider this decoration one of
the greatest a single brave act may win the Victoria Cross, but the bravery may be done on the spur of the moment or
under great stress. But this medal is for bravery that is carried on in the face of all conditions."
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And then the crowd turned loose a mighty cheer and nearly raised the roof, while the sergeant was so affected by the
incident that he had to go to bed and quieted down a little before be was a little before he was able to be around once
more. It stopped the motor bus joy riding time.
The medal is a handsome one and the decoration would have been put on by King George but for the fact that the
medics did not consider the Sergt. Is shape to go to London.

A GREAT REGIMENT
Sergt. Taylorson feels that he cannot say for the 54 and the boys of the 54. "All of us from Kaslo," he said, "felt
as ifwe were standing up for the honor of the old burg. And one of them flinched. They are a fine lot. And those
who come back will be much finer boys than when they went away. The war will be the making of Canada, because
it will bring out those qualities that will count for the most."
·
He had with him a copy of the commendation from high military authorities for the 54". It is dated in the field,
November 24, 1916, and goes on
say:

to

"Major- General D. Watson, commanding 4" Canadian Division, has directed to convey to the battalion, his thanks
and appreciation of the splendid way in which they carried out the duties assigned to them in the attack on Desire
Support Trench.
The following letter has been received from Brigadier-General V. W. Odlum, D. S. O., commanding the
I IthCanadian Infantry Brigade:
"Please convey to all ranks of your battalion my hearty congratulation on the attack so successfully carried out on the
18 inst. I am intensely proud of the 54 battalion. I can say no more, than that you have done all that I expected of
you. The 54" turned over its task completed, every objective and the whole consolidated as directed. It was a
perfect operation. I hope soon to see the battalion, and tell it what I think in person."
"The commanding officer wishes to express his appreciation and admiration of their behaviour and work carried out
by au ranks, before, during and after the attack on Desire Support Trench.
"The discipline, courage and energy displayed constitutes a fine record and all ranks may weJJ be proud of the way
they conducted their attack, after five days of arduous trench duty.
The absence of stragglers and of trench feet proved that in soldierly sprite and good sense the battalion is second to
none to the army in France."
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Thursday, September 20, 1917

ONCE THROUGH
IS ENOUGH
SGT. STANLEY BOSTOCK APPEALS
FOR RE-INFORCEMENTS FOR
CANADIANS AT THE FRONT
Sergt. Stanley Bostock, who went from here with the 54 th Kootenay Battalion, has evidently but little use for
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slackers, judging by a letter received from him a few days ago.
In his letter Stanley says some rather biting thins about the fellows he considers should be out after the hated Hun
instead ofwaiting for conscription to come along and shove them into it. He says:
"I thought I would take the liberty to drop you a letter in the box. It is quite a time since I wrote you. And how are
you feeling now? I met Bill Dunn and Tiny Goodwin. Well, I'm in this woodpecker's battalion and believe me it is
some joke too, after being in a front line battalion. A man feels out ofplace here. I don't do anything only lay
around, eat and sleep. I expect to be back for Christmas and get my discharge. They say I am ofno use for the
fighting line now. I have practised very hard on swinging the lead. It's a profession all ofit to get some ofthese
medical boards.
'
I hear that my old friend Sergt. Taylorson is back again. Good for him. He is a credit to the old town and should
make some ofthe shirkers think a little. Of course some ofthem hold indispensable positions such as provincial
constable, etc. And then again this is a poor time for some fellow to get married when there is a lot of dirty work to
be done in France. I won't mention any names, but it doesn't hurt me to point a finger. When I think ofthe boys
who have been wounded and who have to go back again just because they won't join up in Canada.
· ·
"Once through that hell is enough. But by the heck ifthe Canadian army wants me on the last big push. I'll be there.
I'm not so crippled that I couldn't shoulder a rifle, but still we will give a few ofthose frozen feet back there a
chance first. And ifthey need a whole casualty battalion to put the finishing touch on, why we will all volunteer.
"Conscription will get a few I hope. The divisions in France are badly in need ofmen. Old Fritzy has been over
here a good many times with his flying wagons, but they got three ofthem yesterday. We had a big baseball game
yesterday and very nearly all the royal family were there except George King. I had a good view ofthem but did not
have any chance to say Howdy.
I was looking at three Kootenaians this morning, the first I have seen for months and it was quite a treat. I see that
you need another five cents and you will be a millionaire. There must be money in printing and being an editor and
slow lingering death thrown in. Oh well cheer up, you can put this ad, in for me:
"WANTED:-A squad ofKaslo men to teach, first class fighting, bayonet fighting, trench warfare a
specialty. Now boys don't hurry and don't get killed in the rush to enlist and don't forget to bring
your hot water bottles with you; it may take a while to get your feet warm. Just remember a soldier
and a gentleman, Col. Kemball I take my hat offto him. For terms of enlistment apply nearest
recruiting office and then report to Sunningdale, Berks, Eng., to Sergt. S. P. Bostock, late ofthe 54
Koogars, Batt.
If you think this is worth printing, I should worry.
Au revoir
442334, S. P. BOSTOCK, Sergt.
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Thursday, September 20, 1917
Reports from the fighting line indicates that A. A. (Buck) Taylor, who enlisted here in the 54" Battalion, has been
wounded. Full particulars are unobtainable. Although he was in the fighting game pretty early, Buck has been
unusually lucky so far.
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Thursday, October 4, 1917
Sergt. A. Taylorson returned the latter part of last week from another trip to the coast, whence, he had been called for
another examination by a arm y medical board.

Thursday, October 11, 191 7

DETAILS OF
D.S. 0. PRESENTATION
HOW SISTER OF THE LATE
LT.-COL. KEMBALL RECEIVED
THE COVETED DECORATION
Frank Abey, Jr., has forwarded to his father, T. E. Abey, a clipping from an English paper containin g an account of
the formal presentation of the D.S. 0. Won by the late Col. Kemball, of this city. The decoration was handed to the
deceased officer's sister, Miss Eva Kemball, on behalf of Mrs. Kemball. The account of this most interesting event,
which took place on August 12", of this year is reproduced herewith. "There was a most interesting ceremony after
parade service at Leybourn e Camp on Sunday, when Major Burn -Murdoch, C. B., comm anding the 1 Mounted
Division, presented the D. S. 0. Decoration won by the late Lieut-Colonel Arn old H. G. Kemball, who was killed in
action at Vimy Ridge. As nearest kin in this country the medal was received by the deceased officer's sister; Miss
Eva Kemball, on behalf of the late Colonel Kemball's widow, who is in Canada.
"The Brigade was under the comm and of Brig.-General Smyth, D. S. 0., and Major-General Burn -Murdoch was
accompanied by his staff. A considerable number of the civilian population also attended the ceremony.
"Major Bum-Murdoch read the following official description of the action for which the medal was awarded: 'For
conspicuous gallantry in action. He led his battalion in the attack with conspicuous success, and carried out every
task allotted to him. He set a splendid example of courage and good leadership throughout.' In handing over the
medal to Miss Kemball, the Major-General said he felt it to be a great honor that he should have been commanded,
on behalf of His Majesty the King, to make the presentation. Lieut.-Colonel Kemball, he went on to say, offered his
services immediately on the outbreak of the war. He went out to France in comm and of the 54" Canadians, and
continued to command them until he fell in action at Vimy Ridge, where he won the coveted distinction which had so
deservedly awarded. They all deeply regretted that the gallant officer did not surv ive to receive the medal from the
hand of His Majesty. At the same time they felt that such a glorious death was not wasted, for it set such a splendid
example to others who, inspired by-such deeds as these, would bring the war to successful conclusion. It was by
such that the British race won its proud position in the world, and it was this grand devotion to duty for which Lieut.Colonel Kemball had laid down his life. It would forever live as an example to all, when duty called, to do likewise
and thus our great Empire in the forefront of the nations ofthe earth .
"The decoration having been handed over a few personal remarks to Miss Kemball, the ceremony was concluded
with three cheers for the King. The troops then marched past the general and Miss Kembal1.
"On retirement from the Indian Anny, in which he served distinction, Lieut.-Col. Kemball settled in British
Columbia fruit farm ing. He fell as Lieut-Colonel comm anding a battalion of Canadian Infantry raised in the same
district, while leading his men through the enemy's wir e. He leaves a widow and two daughters, resident in British
Columbia."
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Thursday, January 3 1 1918
One ofour 54 Battalion boys who attended a Y. M. C. A. Concert "Somewhere in Fr4ance" was taken by this
refrain:
"Take me back to dear old Canada
Put me on the boat for old St. John
Take me over there
Drop me offanywhere
Halifax, Hull or Montreal
Well I don't care, I should like to see
My best girl
Cuddle up again we should be
OH! I'd sooner be there than in Blighty
Canada is the place for me.
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Thursday, February 7, 1918

RED CROSS NOTES
The Red Cross Society:
I have to thank you on behalfofthe men for the parcels to be divided between four soldiers, which reached here
safely. Your kind Christmas wishes are heartily reciprocated.
L. M. RICHARDSON, Capt. 54%
Canadian, B. E. F., France

Thursday, May 23, 1918

DETAILS OF
CARNEY'S DEATH
TOMMY WAS WOUNDEDBY A BIT
OF SHELL WHEN IN A TRENCH
CAPT. GARAND FOSTER GIVES
PARTICULARS

The following letter, which was forwarded to A. Camey by Capt. W. Garland Foster, 54 Battalion, gives
first particulars received here as to how Tommy Camey met his end in France.
My dear Carney:-I am writing you to say how sorry we all are over the death ofyour son Tommy in hospital. You
probably have already received the particulars concerning his death. If you have not, the facts are briefly these:-211

"He was in a forward trench with his officer, Lt. A. W. E. Van Someren, and three privates, looking over a portion of
No Man's Land, over which it was intended to make a raid on the enemy's line that night, when a shell came over
hitting the edge ofthe trench close to them and wounding every member of the party . Your son was hit by a piece of
the shell which penetrated his helmet and entered his skull. He was taken out with the least possible delay but died at
the Casualty Clearing Station, where he was buried and where a cross is being erected by the battalion to mark his
grave.
Lt. VanSomeren, it may be added, was hit in twelve places, but will surv ive as will all the other three members of the
party . I may also add that the date of the wounding was April 15, but we have just today been notified that he died at
No. 7 Casualty Clearin g Station on April 16 . Later on I will send you the grave location and the number of his
grave.
"Tommy, I may tell you, was very popular in the battalion and his death is particularly regretted by the old timers.
That he had more than made good was shown by the award to him of the Military Medal last September, and by the
fact that only a few days previous to his being wounded his papers for promotion to acting sergeant went through and
further papers confirming him in that rank were completed and sent forward before we had heard of his death.
"Wh ile no word of ours can properly console you and Mrs. Carney over your loss. I want to assure you that therein
you have the sympathy of the battalion as a whole.
Faithfu lly yours, W. Garland Foster, Capt., Canadian Infantry Battalion.

P.S.:I see Gus occasionally, but as you know he is not in the front line with us but transport lines some miles in the
rear. He is, however, doing his bit.

Thursday, February 7, 1918

HOW TOMMY CARNEY STRAFED THE HUN
AND GOT A MEDAL
A. Camey, of this city, has received from the Canadian Records Office, Green Arb our House, Old Bailey, London,
the medal warded his son, Corporal Thomas Carney, of the 54"
The medal is a handsome one, bearing the head of King George on one side, and on the other the inscription: "For
Bravery in the Field," and the letters "G. R."
A Jetter from the parties on the fighting line in France gives the first description received here of how the coveted
decoration was won. It said: "Tomm y Carney got the M. M. It was up in the town we were in when you left. That
was Avion. We did a JittJe show and some of the houses were taken by Fritz. Tomm y decided we could get them
back----so he grabbed a few bombs-called for his platoon and ran ahead of them right through the door-let his
bombs go and held the place till relieved.

Thursday, February 14, 1918
France, January 22, 1917
The Secretary , The Canadian Red Cross
Society, Kaslo, B. C.
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Dear Madam:- I am in receipt of your letter of November 18, 1917, advising ofa shipment of27 parcels, each
containing two parcels.
The have now all come to hand in first class shape, and I have distributed them as far as possible to men who get few
if not any parcels.
They were very appreciated and the men to whom the parcels were given were told that they were from the Kaslo
Branch of the Red Cross Society. They were asked to acknowledge receipt of them to you direct.
Again thankin g you for your kindness in remembering your batta lion.

R. H. PRESTON, Lt.
54" Battalion

Thursday, March 14, 1918
Major Anderson, of Nelson was in town the latter part of last week, being the military member of the Exemption
Tribunal. Major Anderson was with the 54" and wears the uniform of the fam ous Kootenay Battalion. He's seen a
great deal of active service on the Western Front, but like all returning soldiers is very much disinclined to task about
himself or what he has gone through. He was wounded on the Somm e, invalided home, but does not believe that he
can ever be in shape to stand up wider the severe strain of active service again.

Thursday, April 4, 1918

Mrs. Henderson, president of the Kaslo Junior War Workers, has received the following from Capt. R. H. Holmes a
Court, O. C. C. Co., 54 Kootenay Batt.: "I have to thank you very much for the parcels of comfort you sent to the
men ofmy company. Those addressed to individuals were delivered to them and the others were given to men who
do not receive parcels from home. These parcels give great pleasure to the boys and let them know the people at
home have not forgotten them. The comforts arrived just as we were going into the line and I have not been able to
wri te and thank s you for them before. Thank ing you once again for the parcels and the kind thought which prompted
the sending of them."

Thursday, April 11, 1918
George Cose, was up from Harrop over Sunday, the first time he has been to Kaslo since returning from England.
He was a guest at the Taylorson home. He is ranching at Harrop and with the exception that he limps a little bit and
has to carry a cane, looks the same as when he went away.
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Thursday, August 8, 1918
Roy Skillicorn, who was wounded some time ago, and was in England, is again back on the Western Front, but is not
on the firing line, according to information furn ished by his parents here, who stated that he is now with a
topographic section of some regim ent or division, which probably means is assisting in the making ofmaps and such
like work.

Thursday, August 15, 1918
Lt. D. A. McQuar e, ofNelson, has been awarded the Military Cross.
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Thursday, September 5, 1918
Recent casualty lists contain the name of Henry Jekill, formerly of Mirror Lake, and who has recently been killed in
Flanders.

Thursday, September 5, 1918
Ed Nickelby, son of Mr. And Mrs. Nickelby, of Ainsworth and formerly of this city, has been killed in the fighting
on the Western Front recently.

Thursday, October 17, 1918

A letter has been received by Mr. And Mrs. F. T. Abey from Harry Abey, in which he stated that upon a recent
occasion he paid a visit to his brother Frank, who is still with the old 54" While over in that part of France he saw
Gussie Camey, Charlie Garland of Winnipeg and a number of the Nelson boys.
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Thursday, October 24, 1918
The many friends here of Pte. A. K. Bright have been greatly pleased the past week to have the pleasure of renewing
his acquaintance once more after an absence from town of two or three years. After leaving here Pte. Blight enlisted
in the 48" Battalion and went overseas with that unit. He saw several month's service in France, and on the Somme
received a shrapnel wound in his left leg, which, however, was not of the serious nature, though he will always carry
the scar as a result of it. He afterwards became ill and was sent to hospital and it was finally decided to invalid him
home. He came to Kaslo from the coast on a short leave of absence, and plans to return in a few days, and expects to
get his discharged any time now.

Pte. Jack Gillis, of the 54" Kootenay Battalion, was in town the first part of the week, shaking hands with old friends
and acquaintance. While he was a guest at the home of Mr. and Mrs. Gillis. Tue acquaintances of Pte. Gillis are
glad to see him back again safe and looking so fit. He is just back from Europe, having been invalided home. He
came in by way of the Crow and left via Nelson the middle of the week for the coast, where he expected to get his
discharge from the army. He went overseas with 102 nd Battalion, but in England this unit was broken up and was
transferred to the 54". With this battalion he saw several of the fighting in France, and received a shrapnel wound at
Pachendeale. Later he was gassed and his nerves gave out, so that he was sent home. He says that he ran across
quite a few of the Kaslo boys in France and brings information that David Hartin, son of Dr. Hartin, made a great
name for himself as a surgeon in England, and his work was valued so highly that he was sent over to France to
undertake still more delicate and exciting surgical work in the military hospitals there.
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Thursday, November 14, 1918

MUCH JOY SHOWN WHEN GOOD NEWS
CAME
JOY PARADES, BON FIRES, WHISTLES
AND CLANGING BELLS MARK END OF
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THE WORLD WAR-BURN BILL
HOHENZOLLERN IF EFFIGY.
There was quite a little bit of noise and other demonstrations of rejoicing in Kaslo on Monday, November the II", in
recognition of the fact that one, Bill Hohenzollern by name had beat it while the beating was good. The event
celebration of the downfall of the aforesaid Bill, but marked the complete wiping out of autocracy and the waJloping
of the hated Hun.

It was indeed a joyous occasion. For over four long years of war has been raging and until two months ago the end
thereof appeared to be far off as it ever was. So many disappointments had been suffered and so many hopes
blasted, that at last the average citizen had come to take it all as a matter of course, though gritting molars with the
determination that is far as he was concerned he would see the rumpus through to the end.
The news that came on Monday morning was not unexpected. It was known that the German Empire was upon the
point of collapse. Everyone expected that on Monday morning the word would come that an armistice had been
signed, and that in this case the signing of such a document meant not openly the ending of the war, but the end of
the war in a satisfactory to the nations that have been fighting against Germany and in a way so satisfactory that such
a result could hardly have been hoped for without a great deal more fighting.
At any rate the news came at nine o'clock on Monday morning that the arm istice had been signed and the ringing of
church bells and the bell in the city hall tower ann ounced the joyous news. The St. Andrew's Presbyterian church
bell was pounded almost continuously for five hours and the city hall bell would doubtless have made a single record
it had been for the fact that by trying to play a tune on it with two clappers at once caused it to go on strike, and
the big bell slipped off its support and it took about two hours' work on the part of four huskies to get it once.
In all the racket the waterfront joined in as well as it could. Dr. Calvert joined in with the siren of the "Iywill" and
Stanley Menhinick did some noise production at his boat house.
A general holiday was at once proclaimed, and although most of the places of business remained open in the
morning, but very little was done, either in the shops or in the home. As the flag poles broke forth with the flags, so
did the front ofhouses and places of business break forth into a mass of colors with the red, white and blue, the
Canadian ensign and the Stars and Stripes predominating. As if to lend a sympathetic note to the scene, the sun,
which had been hidden behind heavy rain clouds for several days, came forth and shone as crisply as only a
November can, and the result assisted materially in raising the spirits of the populace and-puttin g them more in a
celebration mood.
The word was passed around that a joy parade would be held in the afternoon and by two o'clock most of the
population of Kaslo, except the small babies and the invalids and any who might be under the weather, had gathered
in front of the city hall, at which point Mayor Anderson outlined the plan of proceedings.
These include the singing of the Doxolgy, then the parade, which was led by the Cadets and the Girl Guides, the
members of the Red Cross, I. 0. D. E., the War Workers and the other patriotic organizations following, the
townspeople and a trail of autos and other vehicles bringing up the rear. The route of march was from city hall down
B A venue to Third street, thence along Third to Front and from the lower end of Front and Fifth, thence back to the
city hall. At city hall Mayor Anderson again made a brief address, in which he urged that although the war was
practically over, it was at the same time everyone's duty to invest to the lim it in Victory Bonds because the money
was required to bring the boys home again. He also read the latest telegraphic advise with regard to the situation in
Europe and the terms of the armistice which had signed that morning.
Major Stubbs, a veteran of the war and who has been through practically all of it, was called upon for a few words.
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He stated that the people here could have absolutely no conception of what the honors ofthe war had been, ofthe
atrocity that had been committed. The greatest credit for the winning ofthe war he felt was due to the British Navy,
which has maintained the freedom ofthe seas and kept the balance ofpower until the allies who came in later could in
the game could throw full weight into the scrap.
The gathering dispersed with the singing of God Save the King.
In the evening a couple of large bon fires were started on the beach and in the grateful warmth ofthese several
hundred people gathering and held a regular pow-wow for a time. Torchlight parades were a feature were a feature of
the evening's doings down town, and in the morning that eclipse even a bank run. The Chinese merchants were
entirely cleaned out of fireworks in about fifteen minutes. A demand for old brooms was much in evident during the
evening and the small boys rounded up pretty near all the empty coal oil and gasoline tins in sight for instruments to
be used in tin can orchestra selections.
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Thursday, November 14, 1918
A. A. Taylor has left a few days ago for New Westminister and expects to get his discharge from the army in a short
time. It is expected that he will return to this section again as soon as the matter is arranged.

Thursday, November 28, 1918
An interesting relic ofthe war has been received by A. T. Abey, from his son Frank, who is still with the 54" in

France. It consists ofa German automatic revolver and holster, the latter with a belt, the buckle ofwhich bears the
inscription :Gott Mitt Uns." It is evidently the property of a Hun officer. The gun and holster are on exhibition in the
Abey store.

Thursday, December 12, 1918
A. W. Chadwick, a Kaslo enlisted man ofthe 54" Kootenay Battalion, who returned to his home here on Monday
night after being at the front during the greater part ofthe war.
·
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Thursday, June 12, 1919

NELSON LETTER
(Special Correspondence)
NELSON, June 9 Steps are being taken to welcome home the 54" Battalion, the last ofwhom are expected to reach Revelstoke
on Thursday. This battalion was recruited entirely from the Kootenay, but after leaving B. C. had to it quite a large portion of
men from Ontario. Many ofthe western men have already returned so that those to come in this week are a small
proportion ofthe originals, but they will be the only regiment for this part ofthe province that will return as a: body. A
deputation ofNelson people will met at Revelstoke and at Nelson they will be given a public welcome. It is probable
a public welcome to all returning soldiers will be arranged, to take place after the signing ofpeace, likely on
Dominion Day.
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Thursday, June 12,1919

TO RECEIVE
BATT. SALUTE
Mrs. A. H. G. Kemball, accompanied by Mrs. Jas. Anderson, left on Tuesday morning for Revelstoke, to be present at
the demobilization ofthe 54". It has been arranged that prior to the disbanding ofthe last remnant ofthe famous
"Kootenay" Battalion, Mrs. Kemball is to receive the salute of Col. Kemball's regiment, in recognition ofthe late
commander.
·

Thursday, June 19, 1919

DEMOBILIZATION
OF FIFTY-FOURTH
Mrs. A.H. G. Kemball, Mrs. Jas. Anderson, Mrs. F. T. Abey came in on Sunday evening from a trip to Revelstoke, to
which city they had gone to be present at the demobilization ofthe 54" Kootenay Battalion.
Every one ofthe members ofthe Kaslo delegation is full ofpraise for the wide open hospitality shown by the main
line divisional point on this occasion, and cannot speak to highly ofthe fine treatment that was accorded the returning
boys by the C. P.R., the citizens ofNakusp, ofNew Denver and Slocan City.
The main feature ofthe demobilization, was ofcourse, at Revelstoke, and in that city there was nothing left undone to
make the occasion a memorable one. Banquets, games, free show, free refreshments and free everything without stint
was the order ofthe day.
There was also considerable speech making and a feature ofthe celebration was the handing over ofthe colors, the
battle flag and the other flags ofthe 54, which were captured by the Nelson contingent. It is claimed by some ofthe
Kaslo delegation that ifKaslo had been officially represented that some chance would have been likely of securing the
regimental flags as a trophy for Kaslo.
A most affecting part ofthe exercise was the giving ofthe battalion salute to Mrs. MA. H. G. Kemball, ofthis city,
and the widow ofthe late Col. Kemball who was killed while in action with the battalion.
It is stated that ofthe hundreds ofmen who went through the regiment, but 96 remained to be demobilized. The
balance ofthe early ones in the regiment became casualties nor were invalided home.
The C. P.R. Arranged for special boats and trains to convey the men and those attending the demobilization from
Revelstoke to Nelson. J. S. Carter, D..PA. ofthe C. P. R. had personal charge ofthe arrangements and everything
was carried through without a hitch. Among other arrangements made by the railway was a big banquet on Saturday
at noon on the S. S. Bonnington.
At Nakusp, where the change was made to the local branch, the population turned out en masse with no end of
cheering and refreshments.
When Slocan Lake was reached, a call was made at New Denver and the same performance repeated here, the city
turning out with Constable Gunn and his bagpipes and the New Denver brass band, with kids waving flags and all the
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pretty girls passing along smiles and throwing kisses at the boys. Refreshments were put forth also, and ifthere were
any fellows on that expedition who landed in Nelson hungry, it was their fault.
It was pretty dark when Slocan City was reached at nearly midnight and the Slocan City folks were on deck with hot
soup, coffee, tea, all kinds of cakes and sandwiches, etc.
"Go1ly!" remarked one of the boys, "This is just like Christmas."
It was 2 a.m. on Sunday when Nelson was reached, and notwithstanding that it is stated that there was a large crowd
down at the depot to see the train come in and extend a welcome.
Frank Abey was the only Kasloite in the company and he came on Sunday afternoon with his folks from Proctor in the
Abey launch. Frank has been through the hardest part of the war, and look it, but doubtless after he has rested up for a
few weeks, he will be back in his old form again.
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Thursday, June 26, 1919

THE HISTORY
OF THE 54
GLORIOUS RECORDS OF
KOOTENAY'S OWN BATTALION.
The famous unit which the people of Revelstoke and the Kootenay have had the honor to
welcoming home recently, was recruited in the Kootenay valley in 1915, and trained in Vernon,
going to England in November of that year, under the command ofLieut.-Col. A.H. G. Kemball,
C. B., D. S. 0., of this city.
On the organization of the Fourth Division at Bram shott, England, the 54" Kootenay Battalion became the senior unit
in the 11" Brigade, under General Odlum, the other units in the same brigade being the 75" from Toronto,87th from
Montreal, and the 102" Battalion from Comox and Prince Rupert. The Division underwent extensive training at
Bram shott and Aldershott, proceeding to France in August 1916.
The 54" Battalion had its baptism of fire in Ypres Salient at St. Eloi, the famous canal and at Vermoozeele. It was in
this sector that two weeks after reaching the line that the battalion first made "contact" with the Hun, in a very
successful raid into Boche craters at St. Eloi.
During this period the battle of the Somm e had comm enced, and it came the division's turn to parti cipate and the
battalion, being relieved by Australians, proceeded to Albert, staying one week near St. Omer for intensive training.
The battalion reappeared in the line in advance ofCourcellette, in front of Regina Trench, and after many tours ofa
month and a half at last "went over the top" on November 18", incidentally in a snow storm), in the attack onDesire"
and Desire Support" trenches. Both objectives were, of course, taken and the battalion was complimented in
Divisional Orders.
The Canadians having completed their allotted task on the Somm e, they were relieved and sent out on a trek for the
Northern Sector, and after two weeks' rest, appeared on the line on Vimy Ridge, this battalion spending Christmas
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day, 1916, in the front line trenches. Comparatively peaceful, though strenuous tours ofthe country occupied their
time between Christmas and March I, when in conjunction with the 75", Battalion, the fateful gas attack was set in
going, and which proved so terribly costly to the battalion.
It was while leading his men in this attack that Lieut.-Col. Kemball and five other officers ofthe battalion was killed,
as well as 100 non-commissioned officers and men killed, and 250 in all casualties.
April 9, 1917---Easter Sundaythat historical date for the Canadian army, the Battle ofVimy Ridge, when the
Canadians drove the Huns offthe formidable fortress. The 54 was right in the thick of it, and with other battalions of
the corps, had its objects by nightfall.
The casualties in this engagement were not severe, being only what was then considered a round proportion for an
engagement of such magnitude. The Hun was not only driven offthe Ridge, but pushed several miles across the plain
beyond, and the British line subsequently established on the western outskirts ofLen and Mericourt,
The battalion, with the rest ofthe division then went to Govy Servins for one month's rest, the first since reaching
France. Re-organization, refitting and athletic occupied the men's time for time for this period.
It was on May l" that the 67" Pioneer Battalion, which had come to France with the division, was broken up on
account ofthe re-organization ofthe Corps on the Provincial Recruiting Scheme, and halfthe men were transferred to
the 54.
Lieut.-Col. A. B. Carey was shortly afterwards placed in command ofthe battalion.
The next phase ofthe battalion's fighting career was on the Lens front, which sector the men probably are most
familiar with than almost other any part, nearly a year being spent in this locality. The earlier period ofthis time was
taken up in operations jocularly known to the soldiers as "peaceful penetration," but which in reality were senior
operations, resulting in the advancing ofthe line by stages till it was established well inside the suburbs ofthe city of
Lens. Raiding was the order ofthe day (or rather, night), now on, and many brilliant night operations were carried out
in Lens itself and battalion became famous for street and housed fighting in this locality. Many incidents can be
recorded ofthe 54" and Huns fighting in one house, or exchanging kind greetings across the street.
Gas was the bug-bear of Lens, both British and Germans seeming to concentrate all their "gassing efforts" on the ruins
ofthis poor old town. The Canadians, of course, suffered casualties from this cause, but there were greatly minimized
by the superior ofthe British gas mask and by their intelligent and efficient care and use ofit, It was also definitely
ascertained from subsequent information obtained from prisoners and from captured documents ofa thoroughly
reliable nature that the enemy suffered severely from our incessant and intense bombardment ofthis deadly poison, to
such an extent, in fact, that subsequently actually made overtures to the British authorities with a view to the
discontinuance ofthis horrible form ofwarfare on both sides, but naturally at that date, without result. It was not
forgotten that at Ypres the Bosche first introduced this despicable means ofkilling against the Canadians, who now
actually desire to have something to say in the reply to the proposals, and it might here be recorded that this reply was
vigorously backed up by the greatest projection ofgas ever used in the history ofthe war, by the Canadians at Lens,
on the night ofMarch 18", 1918, when 6,000 cylinders each containing 60 pounds ofliquid gas, were launched
simultaneously against the Germans who were caught like rats in a trap, and practically the whole garrison died the
death they deserved. Subsequently authentic information obtained from captured documents proved, as we had
expected at the times, that the cellars and dugout in the ruins ofthe city were so saturated with the reeking poison that
occupation ofthem was totally impossible for many days. This ended the Huns' fighting in Lens.
In October the division went up to Passchendael in time to participate in the first operations, when the village ofthat
named was captured, thus securing for the British the ridge overlooking Roulers. Anything but pleasant are the
memories at Paachendeal, the operation in this sector being carried out under the most exacting and difficult
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conditions. It rained the entire month the battalion smashed and completely routed on this front, and the city of
Amiens, which this morning had been only eight miles from the German lines, was completely freed and lay
peacefully eighteen miles away behind.
The 54 Battalion had the important position of the extreme right battalion of the British army in this operation and
battalion's right boundary, and the village of Beaucourt was the particular task allotted to the 54. The village was
captured in quick time, with hundreds of prisoners and many guns.
So far the battalion has suffered low casualties, but the fighting became stiffer when the Bosche were found to be
holding the wood just beyond in great numbers. There were literally hundreds of machine guns now to be faced.
Very severe fighting took place before these wood were cleared and the battalion's casualties were pretty heavy, and
several officers, killed and wounded in the lists. It was for a heroic dash at the head of one platoon, which resulted in
the capture of these woods, that Col. Carey was recommended for the Victoria Cross. He however, received a bar to
his D. S. 0. for the operation. The advance was continued another eight miles during the next few days till the3 Hun
had been pushed back to the old battlefields of the Som.me, thereby regaining in a week all the ground taken by him in
his offensive of three months. It was during the last days of this fighting that the battalion had the novel of a
aeroplane attack. The battalion was marching along a road on column one day when eighteen low-flying Huns planes
(the famous Richtopen squadron) suddenly swooped down on the column and bombed and machine gunned the line.
The alarm was given and the men scattered and sought what little shelter was available. In an instant a British
squadron appeared and gave battle and a brilliant air-fight was witnessed by all ranks ending victoriously for our
airmen, and no less than five Bosche planes came crashing to earth.
The battalion was relieved by the French and the Canadians in two days; had been moved to the Arras front and on the
morning of September 2" the 54" Battalion took their part in the smashing of the famous Hindenburg line, the
Droquori, Queant Switch, that obstacle Hindenburg said "could never be crossed." Under the indomitable tanks and
the infantry, the series of lines just crushed like plough furrows under a steam tractor and five thousand prisoners were
taken before breakfast. The advance swept on till nightfall, when the Huns were able to make a stand on the opposite
banks of the Canal du Nord. This obstacle was one only till such time as the Engineers devised the necessary "way
and means" and in a week it was crossed too.
Bourlon Wood was the division's next job, and the famous wood and the village of the same name were both captured
by the 54" Battalion who proudly cherish "Bourlon Wood" on their Battle Colors.
A week's rest and Cambrai was the next job and here terrific fighting took place, and by the time the city was captured
by the Second Canadian Division, the 54", who were with the Fourth Division, on the north of the city, had suffered
very heavy casualties, indeed. In the operations of these three weeks, the Colonel had again been wounded, and over
thirty other officers killed or wounded. It was the battle of Cambrai that Capt. W. Garland Foster, M. C., former
editor of the Nelson News, was mortally wounded.
By October 1t he Hun was in full retreat, and what is known as the as the great "paper-chase" commenced and real
open warfare was the order of the day, till the Hoo made a stand again behind a canal, this time in front of
Valenciennes. Fighting in this advance was very exciting and full of interest, and in every village citizens in
thousands were freed as the Canadians swept on.
November l st a gigantic attack was launched on Valencienes and by the morning of the 2" that city was captured by
the combined efforts of the I0, II", and 12" Brigades. The 54th's particular job here was the town of Marley, where
Stiff street and house to house fighting took place. The 54 had over sixty casualties here, but over a hundred
prisoners were taken and the streets of the town were literally strewn with the bodies of dead Huns.
This was the last big fight of the war, and the next few days was a repetition of the 'paper-chase" towards Mons, and
the 54" was in a nearby village when the armistice was signed.
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The following news items are taken from "The Revelstoke Mail- Herald."
These are taken from newspapers of the time. These newspapers are on
micro fiche in the library of Selkirk College in Castlegar, B. C.

Wednesday, May 19, 1915

RECRUITING DEPOT OPENS
FOR KOOTENAY REGIMENT
Lieutenant Grant Opens Drill Hall This Morning For
Recruiting For Active Service Regiment-Eleven
Hundred Men Required From Interior-Will Go Into
Camp at Vernon at End of Month.
On instructions ofLieut.- Col. W. M. Davis, officer commanding the 54" battalion, Canadian Expeditionary Force,
which is now being formed in the Kootenay Boundary, a recruiting office opened in the drill hall this morning by
Lieut. A Grant. The office will remain open from 9 to 6 o'clock each day until further notice.
Enlistment is for active service and recruits must be between the ages of 18 and 45; at least 5 ft. 3 in. in height and
33 ½ minimum chest measurement. Dr. W. H. Sutherland will be medical examiner. On enrolment recruits will
receive $1.10 per day pay with 75 cents subsistence allowance.
In the work ofrecruiting, which will probably last two weeks, Lieut. Grant wil1 be assisted by Capt. T. E. L. Taylor.
Capt McLean is expected to arrive tomorrow from Vancouver and will remain during the continuance ofrecruiting.
Col. Davis is expected to recruit 1100 men in the interior and up to last Monday 300 men had already enlisted in the
southern Kootenay. Col. Davis expects that the work ofrecruiting will be completed by the end ofthe month when
the whole battalion will be assembled at Vernon and will go into camp for training purposes. Recruiting stations will
be located at Fields, Golden, Nelson, Ferie, Rossland, Cranbrook, Grand Forks, Kamloops and Revelstoke and at
some point in the Similkameen, Col. Davis left yesterday afternoon for Kamloops.
The first to apply for enlistment was J.E. Anderson ofthe Canadian Pacific railway engineering department.

Wednesday, May 19, 1915

THE KOOTENAY REGI1\.1ENT
The opening ofthe recruiting depot in Revelstoke in connection with the Kootenay Boundary regiment, now being
organized for active service, with the prospects that a district Revelstoke company may be formed will be very
welcome. Revelstoke has already performed its duty in respect to volunteers for active service, but there is evidently
still urgent need for reinforcements for the firing line, and so long as the Empire is in need ofmen Revelstoke may
be depended upon to do its utmost toward full filling the requirements.
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It was Mr. R. F. Green's suggestion that the Kootenay and Boundary should be represented by a district regiment.
Being the name ofthe district, and formed of companies raised in various localities, and the adoption of his proposal
has given general satisfaction. By this plan friends and those who are known to each other are enabled to serve
together. In the fortunes ofthe regiment the Kootenay and Boundary will take a interest, and if a Revelstoke
company is formed its career will be watched with the deepest interest by the people ofRevelstoke. That the
regiment will be a credit to the district and will emulate the glorious achievements ofthe earlier contingents no one
doubts.

Saturday, May 22,1915

TEN RECRUITS
HAVE JOINED
Enlistment For New Regiment
In Progress Daily at
Drill Hall
Ten recruits have already signed the enlistment roll ofthe 54" battalion and have passed the medical examination.
Recruiting started on Wednesday and each day from 9 to 6 o'clock. Lieut. A. Grant and Lieut. C. G. McLean of
Vancouver are in attendance at the drill hall for the purpose ofaccepting applications.
The following have signed the enlistment roll and have passed the medical examination:
John Marshall, age 25, born Aberdeen, Scotland, next ofkin Mrs. Andrew, Glasgow.
James Samuel Field, age 26, born Kings County, Ireland, next of kin Mrs. Gertrude Field, Revelstoke.
William Henry Grey, age 26, born Shelboume, Ontario, next ofkin Mrs. Flora Grey, Revelstoke
Thomas Kelly, age 41, born Liverpool, England, next ofkin J. Kenny, Cranbrook.
John Byron Martin, age 28, born Wigdenshire, Scotland, next ofkin W. Martin, Wigdenshire, Scotland.
Frank Moore, age 43, born St. John, N. B., next ofkin Mrs. W. E. McIntyre, St. John.
Oswald Alban Rowan, age 31, born Egremont, Cheshire, England, next of kin C. L. Rowan, New Brighton.
England.
Peter Passmussen, age 35, born Copenhagen, Demark, next ofkin H. Ross, Fairbanks, Alaska.
Oscar Sugden, age 32, born Ontario County, Ontario, next ofkin T. Sugden, Eagle Bay, B. C.
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Wednesday, May 26, 1915

MOBILIZATION
IS POSTPONED
Regiment Will Assemble at
Vernon Early Next Month
----Many Enlist.
Recruiting in Revelstoke for the 54" battalion is proceeding briskly and already 26 recruits have signed the roll and
have passed the medical examination. Drill and marches are taken every day under the instruction of Lieut. C. G.
McLean and the men are making excellent progress and are taking a keen interest in their new duties.

It is estimated that more than half the number of men required for the battalion have already enlisted. The date of
mobilization has been extended until June 6. May 28 was the date first named. The 54" will have signalling,
machine gun and transport sections.
In addition to the names published in Saturday's Mail-Herald, the following have enlisted in Revelstoke:
Joseph Ryan, carpenter, age 31, born in Ireland, next of kin, Robert Ryan, Kildare, has seen service in the
Dublin Fusiliers.
William John Wilson, labourer, age 27, born in Ontario, next of kin C. Wilson, Dunn ville, Ont. Served in
the 19" regt., of St Catherine.
John Kerr, butcher, age 37, next of kin, William Kerr.
John Marshall Grant, farm er, age 40, next of kin, William Grant, Princess Patricia's regiment. In volunteers
five years.
Charles D. Garland, Revelstoke, next of kin J. W. Garland, Revelstoke. Four years in 102" regiment.
Francis Daniels, yard clerk, age 22, next of kin A.G. Daniels, Revelstoke.
Thomas Copeland, engineer C. P.R. , age 23, next of kin John Copeland.
James Lewis Curveon, age 3 7, next of kin Mrs. Jessie Curveon, Revelstoke
Oscar Sugden, age 35, next of kin Thomas Sugden.
Osmand Keyworth Harper, surveyor chairman, age 30, next ofkin Mrs. Harper, London, England.
William Esto Southworth, clerk, age 30, next of kin C. RW. Southworth, Revelstoke
Harold Ford Gordon, civil engineer student, age 20, next of kin Robert Gordon, Revelstoke.
Angus McLeod, carpenter, age 29, next of kin Mrs. Norman McLeod, Lochenvar, Scotland.
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The number enlisted up to Thursday was as follows:

Nelson and Kaslo
Rossland and Trail
Fernie
Grand Forks
Cranbrook, Golden, Field
Revelstoke
Kamloops, North Country
Similkameen Valley
Total

Quota

Secured

250
150
100

204

100

200

70
78

50

35

15

200
50

41
6

159

ll00

567

535

65

68

Needed

45
35
32
30
122

44
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Saturday, May 29, 1915
Discussing the mobilization of the 54" Battalion at Vernon, the Creston Review says:
"In the way of "pulP in other directions Mr. Green has not been found wanting, and as
members go these days we think the Herald will agree with us that Kootenay's M. P. has
been on the job and persistently and pretty successful."

Saturday, May 29, 1915
Trail has dug up 13 recruits for the all Kootenay regiment. Among them is the principal of the high school.

Saturday June 2, 1915

RECRUITS NOW
FIFTY-THREE
Will Continue to Accept Names
-Colonel in City
Tomorrow
Fifty-three recruits had been enrolled in the 54" Kootenay and Boundary battalion up to this morning . This is three
more than the number originally allotted to Revelstoke, and Lieut. C. G. McLean, the recruiting officer, is much
pleased with the manner in which Revelstoke has responded to the appeal. He will continue to accept men until the
battalion mobilizes at Vernon. Col. W. M. Davis, officer commanding, is expected to pass through the city
tomorrow on his return to Nelson from the coast.
All the recruits have been presented with rosettes of red, white and blue by the ladies of the Red Cross society.
227

Those who have signed the roll and passed the doctor since last list published by the Mail Herald are as follows:
Thomas McMahon, born Reveistoke, railroad man, age 18, next of kin , mother, Mrs. Liza McMahon,
Revelstoke.
Charles Newsome, born, Portefract, England, railroad man, age 29, next of kin, Father, Edmonton.
Albert Corrigan, born Carlow Island, clerk, age 23, next of kin, Mrs. A. Corrigan, mother, Winnipeg.
Mitchell Mclnnis, born, Nova Scotia, bridge man, age 28, next of kin H. E. Mcinnis, father, Antique, Mich.
Cedric Harrison, bom Newcastle-on-Tyne, camp inspector, age 23, next of kin, father, W. G. Harrison,
Newcastle-on-Tyne.
Edward Charles Stuart, born Portsmouth, England, railroad man, age 29, next ofkin, brother, Arthur Stuart,
Alesworth, Sask.
Milan Kremalooh, born Nich, laborer, age 28, next of kin, father, Fadoc Kremalooh, Nich.
Daniel Ward, born, Donegal, laborer, age 35, next of kin, mother, Mrs. M. Brealin, 7 Union Place,
Anderson, Glasgow.
Charles Ault Procunier, born Revelstoke, bookkeeper, age 21, next of kin, Rev. C. A. Procunier,
Revelstoke.
William Calder, born, Halifax, train man, age 31, next of kin, father, William Calder, Revelstoke.
Fred McMahon, age 21 father, Samuel McMahon, father, Revelstoke.
Arthur William Nelson, Revelstoke, brakeman, age 23, next of kin, Mrs. Marie Nelson, mother, Celrsta,
B.C.
David Meek, Revelstoke, age 33, next of kin, David Meek, father, Eyemouth, Scotland.
Robert Savich, Revelstoke, age 38, saloon keeper, next of kin, Duchan Savich, brother, Nish Servia.
The following was the total enlisted up to Sunday:
Nelson and Kaslo
Rossland and Trail
Grand Forks
Fernie
Cranbrook, Golden, Field
Revelstoke
Kamloops and North Country
Similkameen Valley
Creston

250
150
100

Total

1100

100
200
50
200
50

216
59
72
78
95
38

34
91
28
23
105

47

153
43

7
1

613

13

487

When a man is thinking of enlisting, there are five questions that he wants answered. They are:
l;- How long am I to serve? Until the end of the war and six months after if required.
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2:-What pay shall I receive? Your pay as a private will be $1.00 per day and 10 cents field allowance. Besides this
you will be clothed, equipped and subsisted by the government.
3:-What will my wife receive during my absence? Every month there will be paid her a separation allowance of
$20.00, (also a part of your pay), and if this be not enough to comfortably maintain your family, the Canadian
Patriotic Fund will further assist them.
4:-What will happen ifl am wounded or sick? You will be cared for by the government and your pay continued until
you are discharged. If you are permanently disabled an allowance will be paid you, varying according to the extent
of your injury or disability.
5:-What will be done for my wife and children if I die while on active service? The government will provide an
adequate pension, that will enable the family to live comfortably until the children are old enough to look after
themselves. The widowed mother of a single man, if the son be her sole support, is treated in the same way as a

wife.

Saturday, June 2, 1915

FAREWELL TO RECRUITS
Dance in Honor of Revelstoke's
Representatives in the Kootenay
Battalion.
A farewell dance in honor of the Revelstoke volunteers for the 54 Kootenay battalion will be held in the drill hall on
the evening of Friday June 4, and as this will probably be the last opportunity to bid the soldiers farewell before
leaving for the mobilization camp at Vernon it is expected that the affair will be extensively patronized. The
proceeds will be devoted to patriotic purposes and everything possible is being done to make the dance a complete
success. The music will be provided by the city band and refreshments will be served at midnight. The floor
managers will be R. Gordon and J. Guy Barber. The hall will be decorated for the occasion. The committees are as
follows:
Committee for dance; B. Nelson, chairman; J. L. Curveon, N. W. Bennett, S. Ross, C. Corson.
Reception committee; Corp. Bluich, chairman, Lance-Corpl. Rowan, J. S. Field, J. Martin, J. Morgan, T.
Copeland, B. Daniels, C. Procuniere.

Saturday, June 5, 1915

REVELSTOKE PLATOON TO BE
COMMAND ED BY LIEUT. McLEAN
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Revelstoke Contingent Will Not be Separated, Declares
Col. Davis----Patriotic Meeting too Numerous For Drill
Hall----Held in Open Air----Stirring Speeches Good
Music----Recruits Offer as Result ofMeeting.
What was probably the most remarkable meeting ever held in Revelstoke in point ofnumber, earnestness and
enthusiasm of the audience and in regard to the excellence of the speeches and musical program provided was that
held on Thursday evening for the purpose of stimulating recruiting in Revelstoke It had been intended to hold the
meeting in the drill hall, but long before the return of the parade which proceeded .the meeting, the hall was filled
and hundreds were waiting outside the hall. On the arrival of the parade, Mayor W. A. Foote announced that an
open air meeting would be held. The piano was speedily moved to the front of the hall, a platform was improvised at
the entrance and chairs were carried out and placed anywhere within hearing distance where a space could be found.
The audience packed the space in front of the drill hall, stretched across the opposite pavement, and extended far
along the street and sidewalks in both directions. The scene was a striking one, and the sea of faces included men
and women of every age and of every walk oflife. Hundreds of children were also present and the crowd was
flanked by gaily decorated automobiles whose occupants listened to the speeches and music.
Stirring ans practical speeches, of not more than three minutes duration each, were delivered by Lieut. C. G.
McLean; C. E. Gillan; Rev. W. Lashley Hall; T. Kirkpatrick; Rev. C. A. Procunier; R. Tapping; Rev. J. W.
Stevenson; R. Gordon, W. B. Farris and Rev. J. C. McKenzie. Mayor A. Foote was in the chair. The musical
program was of a high order and the songs well selected and splendidly sung. Several patriotic selections were given
by the city band, the audience sang with much vim. The Maple Leaf, Tipperary, Rule Britannia, the National
Anthem and other patriotic songs. Mrs. W. Bews sang "Here's to Our Own Canadian Boys" specially written in
honor of the contingent now being formed. Miss Parker's song "Drake goes West" was followed by an encore by "A
Dear Land"; "Dawn" was given by Miss Paulding and "The Boys of the Old Brigade" was sung by F. Paulding; "Say
Au Revoir but not Good Bye" was given by G./R. Lawrence who as an encore read "The Day" the now famous
composition of Harry Chapelle a Bath railroad porter. J. L. Hay recited "A Diamond in the Rough".
The procession which was led by the mayor included the city band , the bugle band of the 102" regt., the High
School cadet corps, the boy scouts and the Revelstoke platoon of the 54" battalion followed by decorated
automobiles and by hundreds of spectators.
As a result of the meeting several recruits signed the roll and a number have signified their intention of doing so.
Lieut. C. G. McLean, who was the first speaker and whose address met with heartiest applause began by saying that
he felt more scared in addressing the audience than he expected to feel in the trenches. Col. Davis who had passed
through the city that morning had expressed his regrets that he was unable to remain for the meeting. On behalf of
officers and men the speaker expressed his thanks for the kindnesses they had received since recruiting commenced
and also his thank s to the ladies of the Red Cross society for the rosettes which had been presented to the recruits to
distinguish them from ordinary citizens. The colonel had said that the Revelstoke contingent should go as a separate
platoon and he had been given the honor of commanding the platoon. He had no doubt that they would maintain the
honor of Revelstoke and of all Canada. They wanted every man that was unattached and could enlist. He had heard
some say that they could not go because of their debts. He did not think that the patriotism of the creditors should
allow any man to be kept from service of his country because of debt. He thanked the people of Revelstoke for their
kindness and said that he hoped to ne in the city for some time.
C. E. Gillan expressed his pleasure at being present at a meeting called for so worthy a purpose. He congratulated
Lieut. McLean on his recruits which he thought were the huskiest that he had ever seen in one squad. When he was
up at 6:30 in the morning he saw the men ready for drill. If they were in uniform as they marched down the street he
believed that everyone would touch his hat to them. It was a serious proposition that confronted the empire. Was
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outlawry to be permitted to conquer the world? The barbarities of the Goths and vandals were nothing to those of
the present time. Cesar when victorious took a few slaves, now people were mutilated, the populace terrorized and
ancient buildings were laid in ruins . Were free men to be domin ated by such methods or were they to fight for the
freedom that while men were entitled to? Oppression must be put down by force of arms and ammunition. He
believed that the Revelstoke squad would uphold the traditions of the Canadians and that they would equal anything
that had been accomplished. They were full of patriotism and in prime physical condition.
W. Lashley Hall said that we were living in stirring times. It was difficult to gauge the future or to forecast impeding
world changes. The map of Europe and of the world was destine to be changed and habits and customs would be
changed also. Had the nation. failed? Had the empire failed? He was proud to say that it had not failed and would
not fail. The church, too, had not failed. They had heard of the heroism of the priests in France. In Canada there
was hardly a parsonage but had sent a son. It was so in Revelstoke. The Bishop of London had said that the nation
must concentrate on the supply of amm unition. Men and munitions were needed to destroy the destroyer who
otherwise would destroy the world.
T. Kirkpatrick said that Revelstoke was to be congratulated on Lieut. McLean and his able company. They would
give a good account of themselves. He was not surp rised to see the size of the gathering. The object of the meeting
was patriotism and he would like to know where was a town more patriotic than Revelstoke. This was the greatest
conflict that the world had ever seen. The enemy was not observing the rules of warfare. They were using poisonous
gasses and were comm itting outrageous acts. Germany had been preparin g since the Franco-Prussian war. Wh en all
was ready it declared war on the slightest pretext. It invaded Belgium. Great Britain could not dishonor its name. It
was forced to join. Germany tried to bribe Italy but it knew what dependan ce was to be placed on Germany's word
and to its great credit Italy entered the conflict, Canada had already 56,000 men at the front. They should be proud
to be Canadians. They heard of men being held in the trenches because they lacked relief. Men were needed. Those
going deserved the greatest honor as did their parents and their wives who permitted them to go and who must have a
feeling of pride in their hearts . They must not forget that they were fighting for the freedom and civilization of the
world not only of today, but of the generations yet to come. It was their duty to encourage those who enlisted and to
see their dependan ts did not want during their absence.
It was a great honor and privilege to be born under the Union Jack, said Rev. C. A. Procunier. Upon all true patriots
now lay the greatest responsibility that ever befell citizens of the empire. It was no time for platitudes. The empire
needed men to prove that they were worthy sons. The men before him between the age of 18 and 45 were on the
horns ofa dilemm a. Were they to prove themselves patriots or cowards? Our king and country needs us. The
empire was fighting with its back to the wall as never before. It was a serious hour. It was an honor to be born under
the Union Jack, but it's a responsibility. They would fight on the side of right. Young men should respond to the
call because it was right to do so. Lord Goschen said that Britain never-counts the cost when her word is concerned.
It was a duty to enlist. Could they accept the blessings of empire and be a coward. They should respond to the call
because they were lovers of liberty and freedom. The empire had freedom in the broadest sense and liberty of spirit.
Materialism was at the bottom of Germany's ideas. Napoleon said that God was on the side of the biggest battalions.
God was on the side of right , truth, freedom and liberty. It was their duty not only to supply soldiers and munitions,
but also to pray to God to sweep away the curse from the world and establish liberty to serve him with freedom. He
was sure the Revelstoke contingent would give a good account of itself and he had every trust in Lieut. McLean.
R. Tapping thought that Revelstoke should show its appreciation of the loyalty of the volunteers who fought the
battles of the great and glorious empire. He had served through the rebellion. The Canadians had made a mark and
all could be proud to say they were Canadians. He was sure that those to go would give a good account of
themselves. Britain was not fighting for territory. Its cause was just and good and was bound to succeed.
W. B. Farris said that it was a time for action not for talking. It was the duty of each one to consider whether, he
could not enlist. There was necessity for men. It thrilled them to see men who had given up positions and sacrificed
everything to fight for the civilized world. The last two speakers had given sons to the cause. They had reason for
pride. All must do their part, either by enlisting or by helping those willing to go.
231

Rev. J. W. Stevenson was glad to know that Revelstoke was doing its little bit. All had their part to do. He did not
believe that Germany was an uncivilized nation. He believed that after the war it would be found that its heart was
true. In Germany the mass of the people was kept in ignorance. It was not enlightened as to the true cause of the
war. It believed that it was a struggle to protect the fatherland. The war was not only to maintain the British empire.
It represented a conflict of ideas. Germany believed that might was right. Britain was fighting to maintain the idea
of the flag. Sooner than submit to the German idea all would be ready to fight and die. The Revelstoke contingent
would go forth with prayers and best wishes. He hoped they would come back, but if any die they died for a
righteous cause.
He was proud to be a citizen ofRevelstoke that night said R. Gordon. Revelstoke had been called upon and was
sending soldiers, but it was not sending enough. If it sent the same number in proportion to population that Great
Britain was sending it would be sending 200 men. If not enough men between 18 and 45 could be obtained men up
to 55 years of age would go. He did not think that they would be needed but scores of the older men were ready to
go and would show the young men a thing or two if they did. All the men required would be produced. Revelstoke
was the first town in British Columbia which had provided more men than asked for. Three things were needed:
soldiers, munitions and provision for dependants of those who volunteered. The Patriotic Fund in Revelstoke was
now paying $225 to $250 a months to dependants of soldiers of Revelstoke. The present contingent would bring up
the payment to $300 a month. The people of Revelstoke were contributing about above $300 a month and every cent
was used either in Revelstoke or elsewhere. In April the Montreal branch of the fund had paid out $57,000. In
Calgary it was expected that the applications to be dealt with would reach 1000 by July 1. He thanked those who
had contributed to the fund and the ladies for what they had done to aid the soldiers. The young men only needs to
be convinced. Until they were called upon the older men would provide the funds required and until the ladies were
called upon they would continue the good work of the Red Cross society.
Rev. J. C. McKenzie opened his speech with an appropriate anecdote which amused the audience and pointed a
moral. There was a civilization he said. That power to do an evil deed was its justification could never be admitted. ·
The principals of truth and right must be maintained, otherwise it meant the downfall of civilization. It was no time
for regret; it was time for action. The collective life of nations was at stake. They were living in the best country in .
the world. Freedom and the principals of civilization, humanity and Christian virtue were hanging in the balance.
There was only one way to meet the terror. It entailed sacrifice. The Canadian had won a high nitch in the hall of
fame and had won the undying hate of the Germans. They were honored more by this hate than they would be by
German friendship. He congratulated Revelstoke on the number and quality of its men. The men of the 54th would
raise Canada's record a nitch or two higher.
k###¥kkk##k¥#k#¥k#¥¥#¥kkk#¥¥k¥¥kk¥¥¥¥k¥¥#¥¥¥¥k¥¥k¢#k#¥¥¥4¥#k¥¥¥¥¥k¥#kk¥#k¥#¥¥¥kkkkk#kk#¥#

Saturday, June 5, 1915

RECRUITS NOW
SIXTY-TWO
Southern Contingent Will Pass
Through Revelstoke on
Way to Vernon.
Sixty-two recruits have now joined the Revelstoke platoon of the 54" battalion or 12 more than originally allotted to
Revelstoke. Lieut. McLean who will command the platoon, is highly pleased with the result as is also Lieut. Col.
Davis, the officer commanding.
232

Col. Davis who passed through the city on Thursday announced that the battalion will mobilize in Vernon between
June 8 and 13.
The Canadian Pacific railway steamer Bonnington is being placed in commission for the special trip to Robson,
whence she will convey the Southern contingent to Arrowhead, en route to the training ground at Vernon.·
The citizens ofNakusp are communicating with Col. Davis, through the board oftrade, asking that in view ofmany
recruits being from Nakusp the streamer on which they travel stop there for an hour, so that they be given a proper
send-off It is proposed to have the town band in attendance at the wharf. It is also hoped that the regiment may
parade here for exercise.
Those who have signed the roll and passed the medical examination since the list was published in the Mail Herald
on Wednesday are as follows:
John Cullis, born London, England, age 30, carpenter, next ofkin Mrs. E Cullis, mother, Taft, B. C.
Aubrey St. John, born Galveston, Texas, age 28, mechanical engineer, next ofkin, Henry B. St. Johns,
father, Vancouver.
Robert Charles McRae, born Illecillewait, age 22, newspaper reporter, next ofkin Alex. McRae, father,
Revelstoke.
·
·
·
Andrew Perry McIntosh, born Mason City, Iowa, age 31, brakeman, next of kin, W. J. McIntosh, brother,
Barrie, Ontario.
·
Wm. Graham F. Brown, born
Alexandria, Scotland, age 35, trainman, next ofkin Mrs. M. Brown, wife, Revelstoke.
Malcolm McBeth, born Prince Edward Island, age 31, miner, next ofkin, Mrs. H. McBeth, wife, Rogers
Pass, B. C.
Henry Hayes, born London, England, age 28, shoemaker, next ofkin Thos. Hayes, father, Maryletbone,
England.
.
Harold Ford Gordon, born Vancouver, B. C., age 20, student civil engineer, next ofkin, Robert Gordon,
father, Revelstoke.
Charles Bruce, born London, England, age 19, C. P.R. Clerk, next ofkin, Benjamin Bruce, father,
Vancouver.
The number ofrecruits enlisted up to Thursday morning was as follows:

Nelson and Kaslo
Fernie
Rossland and Trail
Grand Forks
Cranbrook, Golden and Creston
Revelstoke
Kamloops and Norther country

Quota

Secured

250

242

8

100

86

21

150

66

84

100

79
108
54
50

200
50

200

Needed

21

92
150

233

Similkam een Valley
Total

50
1,100

36

12

697

407

Saturday, June 5, 1915

FAREWELL TO
VOLUNTEERS
Dance in Drill Hall is Success
Of Season----Many
Present.
The dance given by the Revelstoke platoon of the 54" battalion , in the drill hall last evening proved an event of
pleasure, and undoubtedly was the success of the season. Intensely British, with an admirable spirit of comradeship,
was the large number of guests which filJed the hall. British and Canadian flags and the honored red cross emblem
were worn by many of the ladies, and festoons ofred, white and blue bunting adorned the walls and were used in
artistic draperies throughout. The dance from start to finish was one round of pleasure and the music, perfect. Ansel
Hillier as conductor of the city band did fine work, and that his efforts are receiving appreciation was shown in the
applause accorded each number and the encores were most generously given. A sumptuous supper was served at
midnight, and the delicious sandwiches, and cakes, proved the hosts caterers of the first water. On the reception
committee were: Corpl. Blinch, Lancecorp!. Rown, J. S. Field, J. Martin W. J. Wilson J. Morgan, T. Copeland, B.
Daniels, C. Procunier.
The dance committee included: B. Nelson, J. L. Curveon, N. W. Bennett, S. Ross, C, Corson.
Among the out of town guests of note were Lieut. McLean, who is the recruiting officer, and Dr. Archibald of

Kamloops.
Three hundred and fifty-five people turned out to do honor to the boys, and give them a hearty send-off, and filled
the Drill hall to its utmost capacity.

Wednesday, June 9, 1915

REVELSTOKEPLATOONLEAVESFOR
VERNON ON FRIDAY EVENING
Farewell Garden Party on C. F. Lindmark's Lawn
Tomorrow Evening----Presentation at Empress
Theatre Tonight----Platoon Now Eighty-Two Strong
-Full List of Recruits----Acting Commissioned
Officers Appointed---- Advance Party Passes
Through City.
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At 9 o'clock on Friday evening citizens will bid farewell to the Revelstoke platoon ofthe 54 battalion, for at that
time the contingent will leave the city by special train for the mobilization camp at Vernon. It is expected that the
contingents from the south and from Golden will join the Revelstoke platoon here and will travel with it to Vernon.
The contingent from the south will travel from West Robson to Arrowhead on the steamer Bonnington.
The Revelstoke platoon will be the guest at a farewell garden party tomorrow evening on the lawn of C. F. Lindmark,
on McKenzie Avenue. The party will be given under the auspices of the Young Conservative club, of which Mr.
Lindmark is president, but it will be entirely non-political, every citizen is invited and there will be no charge for
admission. The object is to give the citizens a last opportunity to meet the boys before they leave for Vernon. The
party will comm ence at 8:30 o'clock. The city band will be present and songs, instrumental music, speeches and
refreshments will be included in the program.
Yesterday the Revelstoke platoon was the guests of Mr. and Mrs. A. F. Lundell and this afternoon it is being
entertained by Mrs. G. R. Lawrence. This evening the platoon will attend at the Empress theatre where a
presentation of a baseball outfit will be made by Dr. J. H. Hamilton. The platoon will parade at the drill hall this
evening at 8:45.
The battalion will spend Friday night at Sicamous and will arrive in Vernon at 1 p.m. on Saturday.
The Revelstoke platoon is now 82 strong and Lieut. McLean expe cts a telegram at any time directing recruiting to be
stopped. W. C. Blinch has been appointed acting sergeant. He has served eight years in the I9 Hussars and for the
past four years has been on the reserve. He saw service in the Boer War. O. A. Rowan has been appointed acting
corpo ral. A detachment of the 54" battalion passed through the city on Monday from the south en route to Vernon
to prepare the camp. The detachment was comm anded by Capt. L. Bullock-Webster, who was supported by Lieuts.
Allan Forrester and W. Garland Foster, the latter acting as quart ermaster.
Nineteen Nelson and IO Naku sp men went to make up the detachment.
The Nelson men were; J. A. Nettleton; F. R. Pearson; W. Pascoe; J. L. Munr oe; A. N. Setter; C. E. Brown; W.
Gervan; J. C. Carruthere; R. E. Norris; F. Crosbie; R. Howe; S. A. Reid; J. N. McAndrew; A.G. Cunningham;
James Morrison; A. S. McLennan; and John H. Jones.
The Naku sp men were: Sergt. G. Craft; F. W. Vipond; E. Stokes, Dr. W. H. Lavelle; E. Young; G. Stephens; A.
Burling; W. L. Smith; W. O'Dun and Oliver Landreville.
With many protests "Koot," the black bear cub which has been adopted by the men of the 54" battalion as a mascot
was shipped at Nelson aboard the train which took the advance guard to Vernon. "Koots" has not been long enough
with the regiment to learn discipline and resented going into camp with many grunts and growls. He was taken from
his crate and chained up in the baggage car, where he refused to associate on :friendly terms with any one.
During the tug of war event between the soldiers and the citizens at the regim ental field day in Nelson on Saturday
afternoon, a nickname for the men of the 54" battalion originated when the rooters for the soldiers referred to them
as the "Kootenay Cougars." Before the day was over the term was on every tongue and the men answered to it.
The following is a complete list of those who have signed the enlistment roll and have passed the medical
examination:
James Rowlett, born Romford Essex, Eng., age 23, car repairer, next of kin Mrs. E. M. Rowlett, wife,
Revelstoke.
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James Lyle Lawrence, born Winnipeg, Man. Age 22, Art Student, next of kin, William McRae Lawrence,
father, Revelstoke.
Maurice James Cook, born, McKellar, Ont., age 24, brakeman, next of kin, Harry Cook, father, Arrowhead.
Arthur Harris, born, London, Eng., age 35, boilermaker, next of kin,

Mrs. A. M. Harris, wife, Revelstoke.

Alfred J. Haverson, born Laurviks, Norway, age 25, clerk, next of kin, Mrs. K. Halverson, mother,
Revelstoke.
Wilfred 0. Brunet, born, Little Falls, Minn., age 27, clerk, next of kin, Joseph Brunet, father, Little Falls,
Minn.
James Alfred Kirk, born, Queensborough, Ont., age 22, waiter, next of kin, Henry Kirk, Arrowhead, B. C,
father.
Carl Olson, born, Chatham, Ont., age 19, baker, next of kin, Mrs. Martha Denel, mother, Revelstoke.
Harry V. Morgan, Scarborough, England, age 17, clerk, next of kin, Harry V. Morgan, father, Revelstoke.
George E. Hanna, next of kin, Mrs. M. Hanna, wife, Revelstoke.
John Beaton, Antigonish, Nova Scotia, age 21, bridgeman, next ofkin, Daniel Beaton, father, Antigoniksh,
Nova Scotia.
Joseph Goble, born, Parry Sound, Ont., Age 28, brakeman, next of kin, Mrs. E. Goble, wife Revelstoke.
Thomas Fleming, born, Revelstoke, age 21, teamster, next of kin, William Fleming.
A Mathieson, born, Norway, age 25, steam shoveller, next of kin, Mrs. C. A. Neilson, half sister, Boda,
Norway.
Ed Sullivan, London, Eng., age 23, harness maker, next of kin, William Sullivan, Walworth, Eng., father.
Mike Hennety, County Armagh, Ireland, age 27, next of kin John Hennety, County Armagh, Ireland.
A. W. Bell, Annan, Scotland, age 24, machinist, W. A. Bell, father, Revelstoke.
James Bell, born, Annan, Scotland, age 22, carpenter, next ofkin, W. A. Bell, father, Revelstoke.
John Milligan, County Armagh, Ireland, age 35, miner, next of kin Mrs. Anna Milligan, Corryrich Hill,
County Armagh, Ireland.
Joseph Hall, born Askaham in Furness, England, age 41, miner, next of kin Miss A Huddelston, sister, 13
Marsh St., Askaham, England.
Earl Pettipiece, Essex, Ont., age 26 railroader, next of kin Mrs. G. Pettipiece, wife, Revelstoke.
R. Lackativitch, born Coloshin, Montenegro, age 26, next ofkin M. Lackativitch serving at the Montenegro
front, brother.
Cecil Corson, born Donald, B. C. ,age 18, clerk, next ofkin Mrs. Annan Corson, mother, Revelstoke.
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John Wilson, born Birkenhead, Eng., age 24, teamster, next of kin Mrs. Jan Carson, sister, No. 5, Bow Lane
Berkenhead, Eng.
John Marshall Anderson, age 25, born Aberdeen, Scotland, next of kin Mrs. Andrew Miller, Glasgow.
James Samuel Field, age 26, born Kings County, Ireland, next of kin Mrs. Gertrude Field, Revelstoke.
William Henry Grey, age 26, born Shelbourne, Ontario, next of kin Flora Grey, Revelstoke.
Thomas Kelly, age 41, born Liverpool, England, next of kin J. Kenny, Cranbrook, B. C.
John Byron Martin, age 28, bor Wigdenshire, Scotland, next of kin W. Martin, Wigdeshire, Scotland.

Frank Moore, age 43. Born St. John, N. B., next of kin Mrs. W. E. McIntyre, St. John.
Oswald Alban Rowan, age 31, born Egremont, Cheshire, England ,next of kin C. L. Rowan, New Brighton,
England.
Peter Passmussen, age, 35, born Copenhagen, Denmark, next of kin, H. Ross, Fairbanks Alaska.
Oscar Sugden, age 32, born Ontario County, Ontario, next of kin T. Sugden, Eagle Bay, B. C.
William CJiffB Linch, age 36, born in England, next of kin Mary G. Blinch, England.
John Ryan, carpenter, age 34, born in Ireland, next of kin Robert Ryan, Kildare, Ireland. Has seen service
in the Dublin Fusiliers.
William John Wilson, laborer, age 27, born in Ontario, next of kin Wilson, Dunnville, Ont. Served in the
19 regt., of St. Catharines.
John Kerr, butch, age 27, next of kin William Kerr.
John Marshan Grant, farmer, age 40, next of kin William Grant, Princess Patricia's regiment.
five years.

In volunteers

Charles D. Garland, call boy, age 19, next of kin J. W. Garland, Revelstoke. Four years in 102"regiment.
Francis Daniels, yard clerk, age 22, next of kin A.G. Daniels, Revelstoke.
Thomas Copeland, engineer, C. P.R, age 23, next of kin John Copeland.
James Lewis Curveon, age 37 next of kin Mrs. Jessie Curveon, Revelstoke.
Osmand Keyworth Harper, surveyor's chairman, age 30, next of kin Mrs. Harper, London, England

William Ersto Southworth, clerk, age 22, next of kin C. W. Southworth, Revelstoke.
Harold Ford Gordon, civil engineer, student, next of kin Robert Gordon, Revelstoke.
Angus McLeod, carpenter, age 29, next of kin Mrs. Norman McLeod, Lochenvar, Scotland.
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Norman Whitney Bennett, operator C. P.R., age 26, next of kin Robert Whitney, Dunnville, Ont.
Marco Boljwich, age 32, next of kin Coz, Boljwich Podlitz, Montenegro.
James Oliver, min er, Revelstoke, age 33, next of kin Thomas Oliver, father, Yorkshire, Walkin gton,
England
John Thompson, navigator, Revelstoke, age 30, next of kin M. Thompson, mother, Stoneway, Scotland.
Arthur Martin, bridge carpenter, Revelstoke, age 36, next of kin Mrs. Mary Martin, Clapton Road London.
John Morgan, clerk, Revelstoke, age 20, next of kin H. V. Morgan, Revelstoke.
John Shaw, policeman, age 43, born County Derry, Ireland, next of kin, Julia Shaw, wife, Revelstoke.
Harry Clement MacDonald, accountant Imperial Bank , Revelstoke, age 25, next of kin J. W. MacDonald,
father, Portage La Prairie, Man.
Bernard Nelson, laundrym an, born New York, age 29, next of kin Mrs. Anna Nelson, sister, New Jersey.
John Cunningham, laborer, Revelstoke, age 23, next of kin Mrs. M. Howard, sister, Mary Port, Cumberland
England.
Hugh McPherson, iron moulder, Revelstoke, age 27.
John Henry Anderson, age 23, next of kin G. Anderson, Malakw a.
Stanley LeRoy Ross, age 23, next of kin R. Tapping, Revelstoke.
Thomas McMahon, born Revelstoke, railroad man, age 18, next of kin Mrs. Liza McMahon, Revelstoke.
Charles Newsome, bom Portefract, England, railroad man, age 28, next of kin, father, W. Newsome,
Edmonton.
Albert Corrigan, born Carlow Island, clerk, age 23, next of kin Mrs. A Corrigan, mother, Winnipeg.
Mitchell Mclnnis, born Nova Scotia, bridgeman, age 28, next of kin H. E. Mclnnis, father, Antique, Mich.
Cedric Harrison, born Newcastle-on-Tyne, camp inspector, age 23, next of kin, father, W. G. Harris on,
Newcastle-on-Tyne.
Edward Charles Stuart, born Portsmouth, England, railroad man, age 29, next of kin, brother, Arthur Stuart,
Alesworth. Sask.
Milan Kremaloob, born Nich, laborer, age 28, next of kin, father, Fedoc Kremallob, Nich.
Daniel Ward, born Donegal, laborer, age 35, next of kin, mother, Mrs. M. Breslin, 7 Union Place,
Anderson, Glasgow.
Charles Ault Procunier, born Revelstoke, bookkeeper, age 21, next of kin Rev. C. A. Procunier, Revelstoke.
William Calder, born Halifax, train man, age 31, next of kin, father, William Calder, Revelstoke.
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Fred McMahon, age 21, next of kin Samuel McMahon, father, Revelstoke.
Arthur William Nelson, Revelstoke, brakeman, age 23, next of kin Mrs. Marie Nelson, mother, Celesta,
B.C.
David Meek, Revelstoke, age 33, next of kin David Meek, father, Eyemouth, Scotland.
Robert Savich, Revelstoke, age 38, saloon keeper, next of kin Duchan Savish, brother, Nish, Servia.
John Cullis, born London, England, age 30, carpenter, next of kin Mrs. E. Cullis, mother, Taft, B. C.
Aubrey St Johns, born Galveston, Texas, age 28, mechanical engineer, next of kin Henry B. St. Johns,
father, Vancouver.
Robert Charles McRae,, born Illcillewait, age 22, next of kin Alex McRae, father, Revelstoke
Andrew Perry McIntosh, bom Mason City, Iowa, age 31, brakeman, next of kin W. J. McIntosh, brother,
Barrie, Ontario.
Wm. Graham F. Brown, born Alexandria, Scotland, age
Revelstoke.

35, trainman, next of kin Mrs. M. Brown, wife,

Malcolm McBeth, born, Prince Edward Island, age 31, miner, nest of kin Mrs. H. McBeth, wife, Rogers
Pass, B. C.
Henry Hayes, born London, England, age 28,shoemaker, next of kin Thos. Hayes, father, Mariebone,
England.
Charles Bruce, born, London, Eng. age 19, C. P. R., clerk, next of kin Benjamin Bruce, father, Vancouver.
The enrollment up to Saturday is:
Quota
Nelson and Kaslo
Rossland and Trail
Grand Forks
Fernie
Cranbrook, Golden and Creston
Revelstoke
Kamloops
Similkameen
Totals

250
150
100
100
200
50
200
50

1100

Secured Needed

Over

256

70
87

15

118

60
13
6
82

68
108

97

14

36

839

308

114

14

16

47
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Wednesday, June 9, 1915

PREPARING FOR
BIG CAMP
Location at Vernon Ideal for
Military Purposes----Tents
Spring Up.
Vernon, June 8-Into this vale of big red apples and fat sleek Holsteins and Jerseys there is being poun..- d a strcarn of
men and money. It was estimated today that so long as the soldiers stay here there will be expended in Vemon or
through the Okanagan possibly $300,000 a month.
The camp itself will represent the investment of thousands of de!har; B·!! teats a±d cot an! blnkzt; cast money
and there are hundreds and thousands of accoutremci aid uifoxmrs ad nit&tar iuou<ans of cquinenuccded
to .3 upply the soldiers. Tents are being tng vp at a great rate and each one of these tents contains on an average
ten men. The terrs are ricsigri ro give sicpig room tor 21 men but that would necessitate the men sleeping with
only a few inches between them, fed to pole and head to the edge of the tent
Preparations for the men's comfort and sanitary conveniences are well advanced. The Young Men's Christian
association has sent Mtr. Sovereign from New estuninister here, t. Soverigu is a physical director and leader.
ie caii tor the marryee wiii be always open to the men. His own work will consist of athletic instruction and social
work. He has friends with the British soldiers in the trenches and he says that the Germans have sent seven Y. M. C.
A. men into their trenches.
Vernon is makin evey preparation to help entertain the soldiers. Some of the townspeople have opened their
houses Le o!fo:ers and men and numerous dances and entertainment s are planned.
Under the direction of Col onel ). Duff Stat, officer corrsawdng, a great sweep of the hilt, no covered with grass
and wild flowers, is being convertcd into a military encampment. Hundreds of bell tents arc being scl up, the
ngin0rs ad ti atsny vi± corps ere%tiny .3 20 in a single day. The tents are vein laid out in squares and blocks,
.:ach StJUarc a tittle vi Hage in itsclt~ with its separate waterworks sy~tnn, its showers baths, mess tents, wash tables
and ail of the most modern military ideas carrk.'i.l out for the benefit of the men's healtli and comfort
After sundown the lights are turned on and it is as though a second little Vernon had sprung up overnight. Hundreds
of arc and incandescent lights illuminate the camp.
From it the whole country for miles aromro lies likr: an open book. To it from the depths of th e otwaga lake tkw
breezes which temper the intense heat seems to smother the town in the cup-like hollow. The camp lies along the
upper edge of this hollow, extending around the rim. It is treeless and offers no obstruction to the movement of large
bodies of troops.
German and Austrians beld ir the interment canp, wrich His on the oppa:it rir thrc miles aw«yy, have beilt !wt!e
ditches and laid the water mains. 'fhey have done much oflhc rough unskiikd labor, the foundation work oft.he
carp, ' little detachment of thirty prisoners, guarded by men of the 30'" B. C. Horse, are escorted through Vernon
to the training camp every morning.
It is said that the Austrians work willingly enough, but the Germans sometimes require a little gentle urging. This
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detachment has come to take some pride in its appearance and after the day's work is done they drill in their own
camp. Many ofthem are army reservists, but the goose step is not practices on any marches which these prisoners
take to and from their camp.
Tours of inspection ofthe surrounding country are made by the officers ofthe battalions and the regiment quartered
here. Within a few days, when the camp is settled into that smoothness which can not be obtained until all the
buildings and necessary conveniences are laid out, the first sham battle will be fought out. There is a great hill on the
southeast ofthe camp, which some one has named Hill 60. Several barbed wire fences are strung around its base and
there will be some wonderful manoeuvres over and around it.
On the points further away the signalling officers have been on trips of inspection and they report that there are
splendid locations up there for the establishment ofsignalling camps.
Today the work ofdigging trenches for water mains, the construction ofbuildings and the pitching oftents goes
merrily on. The camp kitchens, there are six already completed, are being laid and ablution tables., showers baths,
marquees, orderly and guard rooms are rising everywhere so that each afternoon the camp assumes larger and larger
proportions.

Saturday, June 12, 1915

REVELSTOKE BIDS FAREWELL
TO FIFTY-FOURTH BATTALION
All Revelstoke was at the station this morning to bid farewell to the Revelstoke contingent ofthe 54" battalion which
left on a special troop train for Vernon, where the battalion will go into camp. A train with 14 cars arrived at 11
o'clock from the south bringing 700 men from Kaslo, Nelson, Grand Forks and other places in Kootenay.
The Revelstoke platoon under the command ofLieut. McLean and headed by the city band, marched to the station,
where the men fell out, falling in again as the train from the south arrived. Cars were in readiness, the Revelstoke
boys entrained and 20 minutes afterwards the troop train of 16 cars left the station.
The city band enlivened proceedings at the station during the time that farewells were being said. The boys left
apparently in the best of spirits nd amid resounding cheers, although many eyes were moist as the train left the
platform.
The final demonstration in honor ofthe Revelstoke volunteers ofthe 54" battalion consisted ofan open air dance
held last night on the?-pavement at the intersection ofsecond street and McKenzie avenue. The city band took
up its station on the veranda ofthe city hall, a string ofelectric lights bad been hung across McKenzie avenue and
the dancing was kept up with much spirit until a late hour. A large crowd ofspectators flanked by automobiles
encircled the dance floor and watched the fun.
The Revelstoke platoon left the city 98 strong. Recruiting stopped last night. Those who have signed the roll and
passed the medical examination in addition to the list already published in the Mail Herald are as fo11owing:
R. McLennan, bom River Dennis, N. S., age 47, blacksmith, next ofkin, Hugh McLennan, brother, 1534
Harris street, Vancouver.
Edward Bourdon, born Montreal, Quebec, age 35, paper roller, next ofkin A. Bourdon, brother 488, St.
Antoine street, Montreal.
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Fred Adam Harvey, born Brookfield, N. S., age 27, trainm an, next of kin R. A. Harvey, brother, Hilden,
N. S.
M. Stanbury , born Southampton, England, age 34, fireman, next of kin Mrs. E. Grant, mother,
Southampton, England.
Herbert Wm. Jessop, born London, England, age 20, surv eyor, next of kin George Wm. Jessop, father,
Solsqua, B. C.
John Campbell Dow, born Spokane, Wash., age 23, bank clerk, next of kin John A Dow, Creston, father.
Winfield Maxw ell, Salt Springs, N. S., age20, trainm an, next of kin William Maxw ell; father, Salt Springs,

N.S.
Henry V. Morgan , sr., born Scarborough, Eng., age 32, accountant, next of kin Mr. S. E. Morgan, wife,
Revelstoke.
"udson Woodworth Eaton, born Grandville Centre, N. S.., age 23, trainman, next of kin, B. C. Eaton, father,
Grandville Centre.
Walter W. Swift, born Longton, Eng' ig:, 'aaiian Pacific railway freight checker, next of kin Miss
Hannah Swift, sister, Shelton , Hanley, England.
John Joseph Mullin, born Athlone, Ireland, age 38, lumber-jack, no regulations.
Malcolm McDonald, born Inverness, Scotland, age 38, waiter, John McDonald, father, Greenvtote,
Scotland.
The figur es of recruiting up to Wednesday night were

Nelson and Kaslo
Rossland and Trail
Gand Forks
Femie
Cranbrook, Golden and Creston
Revelstoke
Kamloops
· Similkameen
Total

as follows:
Quota ·

Secured

250
150

291

100
100

200
50

81
87

125
10I

Needed

Over
41

69
13

25
89

86

36

200
50

113

88

16

34

I 100

929

270

Saturday, June 12, 1915

FAREWELL
GARDEN PARTY
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Evening With Volunteers Under
Auspices of Young
Conservative Club.
Briefand spirited speeches, songs and instrumental music followed each other in quick succession at the garden
party given on the lawn of C. F. Lindmark's residence on McKenzie avenue on Thursday evening under the auspices
ofthe Young Conservative Club. The affair which was one ofthe successes ofthe season and which was largely
attended was a farewell to the Revelstoke volunteers ofthe 54" battalion, who attended in full force. The beautiful
grounds of Mr. Lindmark's residence were looking their best and very gay with flags, bunting, electric lights and
many colored Chinese lanterns. The spacious veranda was used as a platform below which sat the City band, which
contributed several excellent selections; and the guests ofthe evening and the city ofRevelstoke sat in hundreds on
the lawn or promenaded through the grounds listening to the program or conversing with their friends. At the
conclusion ofthe program which was well selected and evidently much appreciated refreshments were served.
The program was introduced by Mayor W. A. Foote, who welcomed the soldiers and their friends and in an apt
speech paid tribute to the patriotism ofthe Revelstoke volunteers who, he said, were a body ofwhom the city has
every reason to feel proud. His Worship, who was indisposed, then relinquished the chairmanship to T. Kilpatrick,
who conducted the proceedings to their termination. Mrs Kilpatrick spoke briefly ofthe immensity ofthe conflict in
which the empire was engaged and ofthe splendid body ofmen who offered themselves in Revelstoke for the service
ofthe empire. The gathering he said, was under the auspices ofthe Young Conservative club, 18 ofthe members of
which have joined the 54" battalion, but the party was entirely non-political.
"The Trumpet," sung by F. Paulding in the spirited style was heard by applause. Rev. C. A. Procunier followed with
an impressive address in which he urged that a Bible should be presented to each ofthe Revelstoke volunteers. They
would be followed by the prayer ofthe people ofRevelstoke and he urged upon the soldiers themselves the
importance ofprayer on their own behalf. The empire, he said, was fighting for its existence and the Revelstoke
boys would do their duty. They would have a great experience and would see England, France and Belgium.
Lieut. McLean, who followed, said that he had attended the party on the express understanding that he would not be
called upon to speak, but here he was. The Revelstoke soldiers would see, he said, not only France and Belgium, but
Germany too. He thought the Revelstoke volunteers the best and most honorable body ofmen with which he had
been connected and he hoped to, remain with them until the end ofthe war.
N. W. Bennett was warmly applauded at the end ofa well sung solo, "We all Love Jack," and was followed by Rev.
W. Lashley Hall. The memory ofthe evening would long remain said Mr. Lashley Hall. He trusted and believed
that the Revelstoke volunteers would maintain the best traditions for valor, endurance and initiative and for their
attitude toward womanhood and children and that they would return with ideals unstained and with their?
untarnished. They went with the blessing ofGod upon them. "Land ofHope and Glory," followed by the "Maple
Leaf," in which the audience heartily joined, were delightfully rendered by the Glee club consisting ofMadames W.
Bews, F. Bews, McIntyre, Goodard and Tournier and Miss Paulding and McKay. Rev. J. W. Stevenson, who
followed, said that Revelstoke was proud ofthe volunteers. Honored due also to the brave fathers, mothers and
wives who bad let their sons and husbands go. It was the duty ofthe people ofRevelstoke to care for those who
would be left behind. It had been said that some might not return. The only safe place was where duty calls. He
knew that the Revelstoke volunteers would give a good account ofthemselves
Mr. Stevenson's speech was followed by a piano and mandolin duet by Messrs. Harding and Twiss which was loudly

applauded. W. R. Farrius brought the program of speeches to a conclusion with a neat address in which he expressed
the hope that the Revelstoke volunteers would have a safe return. The city took much pride in them and he knew that
they would equal the achievements ofthe most famous troops at the front. The Glee club gave "Rule Britannia," is
excellent style and after refreshments had been enjoyed P. Murphy gave a much appreciated song. The City band
brought the evening to a close with the National Anthem.
243

Wednesday, June 16, 1915

DR. HAMILTON MEDICAL OFFICER
OF FIFTY-FOURTH BATTALION

Troops Played into Camp by Brass and Bugle Bands
-Now Occupy Tents at Vernon Camp----Laid Out
Like City----Dry Canteen Only are Permitted.
Dr. J. H. Hami lton was notified on Monday by Major C. E. Hart, assistant director of medical service and chief of
the army medical corps, of his appointment as medical officer for the 54" Kootenay and Boundary battalion now in
camp at Vernon. He takes the rank of captain.
Capt. and Mrs. Hamilton left for Vernon yesterday morning where they will take a house for the summ er. They
expect to return to Revelstoke in a few days before moving to Vernon.
The appointment of Capt. Hami lton as medical officer is extremely popular among both officers and men of the
battalion, by a large proportion of whom Capt. Hamilton is well known. The news of the appointment will be
particularly welcome to the Revelstoke platoon, most of whom have known Capt. Hamilton for years and all of
whom were medically examin ed by him in Revelstoke on enlistment.
Capt. Hamilton has been a resident ofRevelstoke for nine years and has been one of the city's most prominent and
most popular citizen. He has been twice mayor, has been police magistrate for four years and Canadian Pacific
railway physician and has been closely connected with movement of a public nature. Capt. Hamilton is a son of the
late John Hamilton of Nelson who died last August and who was a resident ofRevelstoke in the early days.
Capt. Hamilton took the degree ofM. D. in Toronto in 1906. In the same year he went to Nelson where he practised
in 1903 and 1904. In 1905 and 1906 he practised at Arrowhead where he was in charge of the hospital. In 1906 he
came to Revelstoke and practised his profession in the city in partnership with Dr. W. H. Sutherland up to the
present. Capt. Hamilton was mayor of Revelstoke in 1910 and again in 1911 .. In 1911 he was appointed police
magistrate, which position he still holds. On June 7, 1910 he marr ied Miss Mary Edwards. He has two children.
Color Sgt. John Ringer of the 102"/ regiment, Revelstoke company, has joined the 54" battalion and has been
appointed sergeant major.
Col. W. Mahlon Davis from the Kootenay and Boundary country 1,000 stalwart men, who enlisted from a dozen
centres to accompany the 54" battalion to war. Part ofthe battalion came is on Thursday. The battalion was met at
the train by the brass and bugle band of the 47 battalion and the 11 C. M. R. The men were in civilian clothing,
but they are a fine upstanding, stalwart lot and made a splendid impression.
They were played into camp to the tune of "Tipperary," and a "Thunder-storm." The battalion found
accommodation is neat rows of white bell tents and the same wonderful organization which has characterized the
administration of the whole camp was apparent in the provision for their care and comforts.
There are now about 2,700 officers, N. C. O. Officers and men in camp. The 47, 300 strong, the 1"C. M. R. 650,
the army medical, army service, engineers, ordnance and the 54" make up the total. Still other units and detachments
are to come in.
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George H. Cowan of Vancouver, formerly representative of that city in the Federal house of parliament, has
presented to the 47 battalion, Lieut.-Col. W. N. Winsby, commanding , eight drum s and twelve bugles. Colonel
Winsby and the battalion were very much appreciative of Mr. Cowan's gift.

J. W. Stewart, president of the Pacific Great Eastern railway and member of the railway contracting firm of Foley,
Welch & Stewart, has also made a presentation to the battalion. His gift consisted of the sum of$450 with which to
purchase equipment for a pipe band. The pipe band will consist of eight pipers and four drumm ers. The 47%
battalion in addition to its bugle band and its pipers had a very excellent brass band under Bandmaster Rogers.
The II"C. M. R. also has a splendid band which is now in the process offormation. Bandmaster Calder, well
known to every Vancouver music lover, is bandmaster of the Canadian Mounted Rifles and he holds daily practise.
The big tent city on Mission Hill is in splendid order now. Under the direction of Colonel J. Duff-Stuart officer
commanding the entire camp, organization work has been completed and thorough preparations made far the
handling of the thousands of men who are now in camp already under training or are on their way to the camp.
The camp is laid out like a city, in blocks with streets running through the square of white bell tents. Troops and
riflemen come in almost daily, this week's arrivals consisting of men from the 54", the 47 and other units.
The Y. M. C. A. Leaders in the camp, Messrs. Hom and Sovereign have accomplished wonders already. They have
put up their marquees, these to be used as reading rooms, and a piano and other attractions are promised the men.
Mr. Horn is in charge of the social side of the Y. M. C. A. Work and Sovereign is directing the athletic end of it.
Dry canteens are the only kind allowed in camp. The canteens are patronized by every man in the regiments or
battalions who have one. They are profitable, soft drinks, cigars, cigarettes, tobacco, ice cream and other confections
being sold at regular prices. The profits are turned back into, the regimental funds or are divided among the men.
Literature of every description is wanted in the camp. The Y. M. C. A. Men will particularly welcome magazines,
books, and papers of every description for their reading room. Vancouver people wishing to send literature of any
kind to the boys who are going to the war can forward this through Mr. Graham of the Vancouver Y. M. C. A.
Vernon is getting better acquainted with the new soldiers. As the "Vernon News" says, in its current editorial: "Any
apprehension that may have existed in certain quarters that the advent of such a large number of men would create
disturbing problems as to the moral welfare of the town have been pretty well removed by this time... They are a
cheerful and happy looking crowd but we believe that behind smiling faces is a grim determination to do their best
when the time arrives."
The men are getting better acquainted, finding out each other and finding pleasure in the steady firm hand-clasp of
fellow fighting men.
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Wednesday, June 16, 1915

MORGAN TRANSFERRED TO
REVELSTOKEPLATOON
The following letter from J. Morgan, now in camp at Vernon, has been received:
Arrived 0. K. In Vernon about four hours before Revelstoke boys. Had a good send off from Kamloops. We've had
pretty rotten weather so far, it is raining hard now. I got transferred to Revelstoke platoon today. Gee I am sure
glad. Lieut. McLean is in charge, I am sleeping with Chas .McRae, W. Southworth, Fred McMahon, Mike Maloney
and a couple more Revelstoke boys. Dad is working in the Q. M. S. already. Our routine is as follows: Reveille at
5:30, physical drill at 5:45, breakfast at 7, and drill at 8:45 till 11:30. Then again at 3. Some class all right. Wait for
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awhile and you will see who makes good. Revelstoke will be second to none. I think we get uniforms about
Tuesday. We will have to go before the doctor tomorrow. I guess I will get through all right. I am writing in the
Y. M. C. A. Tent.
JACK MORGAN
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Saturday, June 15, 1915

OFFICERS OF
PLATOON
Blinch and Rowan Sergeants
Field and Wilson Corporals

----List of Privates.
Lieut. C. J. McLean in a letter to Capt. J. H. Hamilton gives a list of the members of the Revelstoke platoon of the
54" battalion together with a list of the non-commissioned officers.
"The regimental No. of our platoon is No. 14, D Company, 54" battalion," he says." "All other Revelstoke men are
in No. 15 platoon under the command of Lieut. Bentley. Curveon has joined the Pioneer corps and has his corporal
stripes. Morgan sn.., to the quartermaster's department and Jack Shaw on the battalion police. You can give the
Mail-Harold the list if you like."
The non-commissioned officers are as follows:
Platoon sergt., Blinch, Wm. C.
Sergt. Rowan, 0. A.
Corpls. Field, Jas S.; and Wilson W. J.
The other members of the platoon are Privates: Anderson, John Henry; Anderson, John Marshall; Beaton, John; Bell,
A. W.; Bruce, Cha.; Bennett, N. W.; Brunet, W. O.; Calder, A. M.; Calder, W.; Cook, M. J.; Copeland, T,; Corrigan,
A.; Corson, C.; Dow, J. C.; Daniels, F.; Eaton, J. W.; Flemming, T.; Gordon, H. F; Gray, W. H.; Hanna, geo. E.;
Harrison, C.; Harper, 0. K.; Jessop, H. W.; Kelly, T.; Lawrence, J. L.; Martin, J.B.; Meek, D.; Moore, F.;
McDonald, H. C.; McDonald W; McBeth, M.; McInnes, M.; McIntosh, A. P; McLeod, A.; McMahon, F,; McRae,
R. C.; Nelson, A. W.; Nelson, B.; Newsome, C; Pettipiece, E.; Procunier, C. A.; Rasmussen, P.; Ross, S. L.; Stuart,
E. C.; Sugden, O.; Sullivan, E.; Tapping, F; Thompson, J.; Maloney, J. W.; Kirk, J. A.; Southworth, W. E.; St. John,
A.

Wednesday, June 23, 1915

FORMS BASE
COMPANY
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Will Send Reinforcements to
Battle Line----More Men

Available.
Vernon, June 22,1915-Under the command of Col. W. Mahl on Davis, there is in camp today at Vernon a battalion
which is not thirsty days old and yet one which in class of officers and men may favorably be compared with any
other unit yet sent against the foe. The most impressive thing about the men, and they are impressive enough though
they have not yet drawn their uniforms, is their evident fitness and their muscular strength. They are lean and hard.
They come from all mann er of open-air occupations and trades. Some of them are ranchers, others piloted the
Canadian Pacific railway lake steamers and still others herded cattle on the Caribou road or in the country contingent
thereto.
It is a battalion of plain clothes men as yet, but a battalion of strong upstanding fellows, who probably weigh more,
man for man, than the average man on the street
Recruiting wa s begun on May 1. Thirty days later the batta lion was practically complete. Today it is calling for
enough men to form a base company. This base company is the battalion's own private reinforcement as a civilian
would say. It is left at the battalion's base when the battalion goes into action and sends up men when wanted. Its
strength will bring the strength of the battalion up to 1130 men, the strength of the 29 Vancouver battalion.

In addition to recruiting for a base company a draft of 255 officers and men is to be sent away before the end of the
month from the 54" and men are wanted to fill their places. The 54" battalion has secured permission to call itself
the 54 Kootenay battalion. Its recruiting territory consists of practically the entire interior of the province. Yet to
bring itself up to strength it found that it was unnecessary to go far away from the towns of Nelson, Fernie, Grand
Forks, Cranbrook, Golden, Rossland, Kamloops, Penticton, Prin ceton and Revelstoke. Lieut. Archer went up in the
Caribou road as far as Quesnel and secured 64 men along the road and at Quesnel. There are several score at Fort
George who have "wanted on." They will get their chan ce later in the month.
From a rough survey of the situation in the interior it is believed that there are enough men available to form not one
or two infantry batta lions, but several, as many as the government can equip with uniforms and accoutrements in
face.
The 54" Kootenay battalion has in its ranks rancher, prospectors, miners, pilots, mates, firemen, brakeman, lawyers,
doctors, newspaper men, bank clerks, engineers, business men, cow boy and men who have always lived in the open
and worked there. One Boundary newspaper sent eight of its employees to the 54 and had to entirely reorgan ize its
staff. Capt W. Garland Foster ofNelson was the editor of that paper.
Col W. Davis came from Vancouver. He is a consulting engineer to the harbor board of the North Fraser Harbor.
He was formerly city engineer in Woodstock and Berlin. He was a member of the first gradua ting class from Royal
Military college, Kingston. He was 13 years adjutant of the Oxford Rifles, brigade major of the Second Infantry
Brigade at London, Ont., for four years and organize d the 24" Gray's Horse. He was born at Aylmer, Elgin County,
Ontario. He was in command of the engineer section of the Vancouver Volunteer Reserve before he took comm and
of the 54" Kootenay.

His second in command is Major E. G. Kendall (Kimball) ofKas lo. Other officers on the staff are: Major R. D.
Davie ofCranbrook; Capt William Neilson, adjutant, Fruitvale; Capt R. H. Green, Victoria, paymaster; Capt. W.
Garland Foster, quartermaster, Nelson; Lieut. Ridgeway Wilson of Victoria, son of Major Ridgeway Wilson,
signalling officer; Capt Rev. Wh ite ofEburn e, Chaplin; Capt. J. H. Hamilton, medical officer.
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The company officers follow:
A.Company
Capt. G. Anderson, of Nelson.

Capt L. Bullock-Webster of Prince Rupert.
Lieut. F. D. Smith of Cranbrook.
Lieut. A. Forest of Nelson.
Lieut. E. Rand ofNew Westminister, a nephew of the late C. D. Rand.
Lieut. H. Green ofK.aslo.
B.Company
Capt. C. Hungerford Pollen of Cranbrook.
Capt. C. G. Moffat ofFernie.
Lieut. H. B. Hicks of Cranbrook.
Lieut. W. A. Woodward of Vancouver.
Lieut. A. H. Born of Cranbrook.

C. Company
Capt F. T. Lucas of Prince Rupert.
Capt. Noel Tooker of Duncan. Vancouver Island.
Lieut. Audy ofVancouver.
Lieut. F. Raphael of Barnet.
Lieut. D. A. McQuarrie ofNelson.
D. Company
Capt. Turner Lee of Bonnington Falls.
Capt. Anthony Turner of Victoria.
Lieut Archer of Kamloops.
Lieut. McLean of Vancouver.
Lieut. Bentley of Summerland.
Lieut. W. Clegg Smith of Kamloops.
The battalion is organized on the double-company method. Lieutenants Tooker, Hicks, Woodward and Bentley will
proceed to Ottawa to study musketry and machine gun practise.

Wednesday, June 23, 1915

STAR COMPANY
OF BATTALION
Revelstoke Platoon Highly
Commended by Officers
----Signallers Selected.
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Capt. J. H. Hamilton, medial officer of the 54 battalion, returned last night from Vernon and will remain in the city
until the end of the week, when he will return to his duties.
The company to which the Revelstoke platoon is attached is the star company of the regiment, says Capt. Hamilton,
both physically and in drill and all military duties. All the Revelstoke volunteers are doing well and not one has yet
appeared in the defaulter's parade. Their behavior and interest in their work are giving much satisfaction to the
officers. Rumors to the country are absolutely without foundation, said Capt. Hamilton. Not one of the Revelstoke
men has even been repriman ded.
W. Maxwell, F. McMahon, J. Morgan, Bennett and Maloney are in the signal detachment. The camp as regards
sanitation and in all other requirements is practically perfect, Capt. Hamilton says. Only 31 men of the whole
battalion were rejected on the final medical examinati on, the best record of any battalion in British Columbia and of
these only one enlisted in Revelstoke.
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Saturday, June 26, 1915

REVELSTOKE VOLUNTEERS
DRAFTED FOR OVERSEAS
SERVICE----LEAVE FOR FRONT
BEGINNIN G OF NEST MONTH
Capt. J. H. Hamilton, this morning, received a telegram from Lieut. C. J. McLean saying that owing to superior
efficiently D Company 54 Battalion had been drafte d for overseas service will leave for the front between July J and
15.
D. Company contains all the Revelstoke and Caribou recruits. The Company is the best in the battalion both
physically and in military efficiency.
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Wednesday, July 7, 1915

RECRUITS ELECT TO JOIN
FIFTY-FOURTH BATTALION
Seven Remain with Sixty-Second----Sixteen Leave for
-?-Tomorrow-Oth ers Will Join Battalion on

Monday----Three Hundred and Fifty Men Still Needed.

Thirty-three?- recruits who had been enlisted in Revelstoke with the intention ofjoining the 62" battalion this
morning ----?----to join the 54" battalion. Lieutenant J. McLean came in from Vernon last night and after addressing
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the men secured their election to join the 54%. Seven ofthe 40 recruits declared their preference for the 62"
battalion and will join that corps. The total number of recruits is now 40. Yesterday afternoon 14. men came from
Arro whead and presented themselves for enlistment. All will be accepted as soon as they have passed the medical
examin ation. It is said that there is left in Arro whead today only one unm arried man of military age...
Tb.ose who came from Arro whead yesterday and have been accepted for service:
G. T. Chapman; RC. Smith; P. E. Wallis; E. C. Trafford; W. Evans: P. Freeman; J. W. Dougal; H. B. Kirk; Jack
Davidson; William Profit.
Lieut. McLean will leave tomorrow for Vernon and will take with him 16 ofthe recruits . The remainder are having
dental work perfonned and will probably leave for Vernon on Monday. - Those who will leave tomorrow are:
Henry Black stock, age 29, next ofkin J. Kirk, Arrowhead, single, born Trenton, Ont.
John Davis, age 40, next ofkin Margaret Davis, Arrowhead, single, boni Shropshire.
Albert Chas. Trafford, age 37, next of kin Anna M. Trafford, Port Jefferson, N. Y., born Florida.
George Thomas Chapman, age 39, next of kin Robert Ross Chapman, Butte, Mont., born Priaville.
Ernest Edward Wallis, age 21, next of kin A. Wallace, Yorkshire, single, born Dorchester, England.
R. B. Smith, age 32, next of kin Anni e Francis· Smith, Chester, N. B., single, born Chester. N. B.
D. Osborne, age 34, next of kin Jane Osborne, New Westminister, married, born Cornwall, England.
Russel F. Wilson, Revelstoke, single, born Huron City, Ont.
William Wills, age 30, next of kin James Wills; Preston, England.
John Henry Eyre, age 22, next ofkin Arthur G. Eyre, Solsqua, single, born London, England.
Norris Sykes, age 40, next ofkin Mrs. Betsy Dywn, Yorkshire, England, single, born Yorkshire, England.
E. A. McConnell, age 35, next ofkin Murray McConnell, Spokane, married, born Toronto.
Gusippe Marriott, age 25, next of kin peter Marriott, Bangi, single, born Bangi.
Percy Fruman, age 24, next of kin Susan Dougal, Belfast, Ireland, single, born Belfast, Ireland.
William Evans, age 21, next of kin Drina Evans, Gloucestershire, single, born Gloucestershire.
Those who remain with the 62nd battalion are; Richard Coolins, David Nickie, H. Carduff, John Curran, J. Cahill, J.
McLeod and Edward Kerr.

In addressing the recruits this morning. Lieut. McLean said that the 54 battalion had received the highest praise. It
would retain its name and number after reaching Shorncliffe. He invited the recruits to join the battalion in which
were so many Revelstoke volunteers. Any promise that he had made to the boys, he said, he had carried out to the
best of his ability.
Mayor W. A. Foote thought that the men would do well to join the 54, as the people of Revelstoke had the welfare
of the battalion at heart. If they went with the 54, Revelstoke would be able to follow their fortune, but if they
remained with the 62", they would become scattered.
Lieut. Grant, recruiting officer, said that the boys could join which battalion they pleased. He would not allow any
man to leave Revelstoke until their dental work was completed.
Three hundred and fifty men are still required for the 54 battalion says Lieut. McLean and recruiting for the
battalion will continue in Revelstoke.
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Satur day, July 10, 1915

REVELSTOKE CONTINGENT
TO VERNON ON MONDAY

Lieut. A. Grant , received instructions this afternoon from Col. W. M. Davis, comm anding the 54 batta lion, to
dispatch the recruits now remaining in Revelstoke to Vernon on Monday morning to join the battalion.
Those who will leave on Monday are: J. Cahill, Frank Hann ell, Oscar Abrahams on, A. T. McRae jr., Douglas
Hedatrom, George Soams, R. Fordyce, R Cummings, W. Profit, Jack Rose (acting corporal), C. Ellis, John
Craigmyle, John W. Borley, H.Cumm.in g, J. Rushton, D. Kennedy, Richard Collings.
Thr ee more recruits have joined the 54" battalion. They are:
J. William Borley, fireman, age 35, born Stockton on Lees, England, next of kin A. Borley, Hillington,
. England.
Duncan Kennedy, engineer, age 22, born Whitechurch, England, next of kin David Kennedy, Whitechurch,
England.

J. J. Rushton, bor Liverpool, England, age 30.

Saturday, July 10, 1915

WILL TURN REVELSTOKE
GUN ON GERMANS

Hundred Subscribers of Ten Dollars Each to Purchase
Machine Gun for Kootenay Battalion----Ten
Subscriptions Already Received----Save Kootenay Lives.
Mayor W. A. Foote.
Aid. E. A. Mackenrot.
Aid. G. W. Bell.
Ald. W. A. Smythe.
A. B. McClenehan.
G. S. McCarter.
J. G. Barber.
J. CampbeH.
R. C. McKinnon.
J. E. Dickson.
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At the suggestion ofMayor Foote, the above citizens have each subscribed $ I0 toward purchasing a machine gun as
a gift from Revelstoke to the 54" Kootenay battalion. Ninety more subscribers of$10 each are required.
Subscriptions may be left at the Mail Herald office.
The War office gives four machine guns to each battalion. The Germans have as

many as sixteen.

In order to make up this deficiency inCanadianbattalion, patriotic citizens of other cities have subscribed for each
gun. Now, public-spirited. Revelstoke folk have come forward and show by their subscriptions that they do not
intend to have Kootenay's fighting men handicapped by a lack ofthe very best equipment ifthey can help it.
There are two principal kinds ofmachine guns . One is a large type used for years in the army, mounted on a small

tripod or on wheels, requiring four or five men to manipulate it; while the other is a much smaller weapon and can be
handled by one or two men.
'
The latter gun is really an automatic rifle and costs $1000 as against $600, the price for the ordinary machine gun.
The automatic Lewis gun is that which it is hoped to be provided for the men ofthe 54° battalion now training at
Vernon as a gift from Revelstoke.
The Lewis gun weighs only twenty-five pounds and can fire 900 shots a minute. That they are almost worth their
weight in gold on the firing line can be judged from the fact that they have the same shooting effectiveness as 120
soldiersdan
good marks men at that. Their fire control is perfect
The gun to be given by Revelstoke will undoubtedly save many Canadian lives. Because of it many Revelstoke boys
will come back from the front who might otherwise be buried in Flanders.

Wednesday, July 14, 1915

Recruits For Kootenay
Battalion Leave City
Nineteen recruits enlisted in Revelstoke for the 54" battalion left the city on Tuesday for Vernon to join their
regiment. Those who left were: John James Rushton, Duncan Kennedy, J. W.Borley, J. Craigmyle, Geo. F. Soames,
Wm. Profit, Richard Collings, Charles Ellis, Alex McRae, OscarAbrahamson, Frank Hannell, R. G. Cummings, R.
Fordyce, Harold Cummings, W. J Devlin, Douy Headstrom, GeorgeMiller, GeorgeJas. Grant, William Rose.
######t %%t #¢t %$###t #%#%%####%#¥t t %###t %#####¢#%¢%%¢%#3%¢¥##$%#¢#%%%#t %%t %%%%

Wednesday, July 14, 1915

FINAL FAREWELL TO
REVELSTOKE BOYS ON FRIDAY

Overseas Draft Leaves Vernon for Front----Ladies Asked
to Supply Hampers of Provisions----Twenty Minutes
At Station.
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The overseas draft of the 54" (Kootenay) battalion which includes the majority of the Revelstoke volunteers will
leave Vernon at 3 o'clock on Friday afternoon. The special train is expected to arrive in Revelstoke about 7:30 on
Friday evening. It will remain at the station 20 minutes.
Mayor W. A. Foote when in Vernon on Monday arranged with the military authorities and with J. M. McKay,
Canadian Pacific railway superintendent , for a stop in Revelstoke of one hour, but the military authorities in Ottawa
have refused to sanction any departure from schedule.
An appeal is made to the ladies of Revelstoke to provide hamp ers of provisions for the men while on their way to the
Atlantic seaboard. Any delicacies to eke out the rations which will be provided on the train will be much appreciated
and will be one of the last gifts that can be presented to the troops while in Canada. "The Revelstoke boys," says
Mayor Foote, "are looking forward to plenty of good things to eat during their long journey to the front"
D. Company, on account of its superior efficiency has been selected to proceed to the front some months before the
remainder of the battalion will leave Vernon. It is composed ofthe men from Revelstoke, Caribou and Kamloops.
The Revelstoke soldiers who are expected to pass through the city on Friday are:
Sergts. A. O. Rowan, J. A. Ringer, W. C. Blench, Corporals Jas. S. Field and W. J. Wilson; Privates James Rowlett,
James L. Lawrence, Maurice James Cook, Arthur Harris, Alfred J. Halverson, Wilfred 0. Brunet, James Alfred Kirk,
Carl Olson, George E. Hannan, John BeatOon, Joseph Gobel, Thomas Fleming, A. Mathison, Ed., Sullivan, Mike ·
Hennety, A. W. Bell, James Bell, John Milligan , Joseph Hall, Earl Pettipiece, R. Lackativitch, Cecil Corson, John
Wilson, John Marshall Anderson, William Henry Grey, Thomas Kelly, John Byron Martin, Frank Moore, Peter
Passmussen, Oscar Sugden, John Kerr, John Marshall Grant, Charles D. Garland, Francis Daniels, Thomas
Copeland, Osmand Keyworth Harper, William Esto Southworth, Harold Ford Gordon, Angus McLeod, Norman
Whitney Bennett, Marco Boljwich, James Oliver, John Thompson,
Martin, John Morgan, Harry Clement
MacDonald, Bernard Nelson, John Cunningham, Hugh MacPherson, John Henry Anderson, Stanley LeRoy Ross,
Frank Tapping, Thomas McMahon, Charles Newsome, Albert Corrigan, Mitcherll Mcinnis, Cedric Harrison,
Edward Charles Stuart, Milan Kremalooh, Daniel Ward, Charles Ault Procunier, William Calder, Fred MaMah.on,
Arthur William Nelson, David Meek, Robert Savick, John Culles, Aubrey St. John, Robert Charles McRae, Andrew
Perry McIntosh, William Graham F. Brown, Malcolm McBeth, Henry Hayes, Charles Bruce, R. McLennan, Edward
Bourdon, Fred Adam Harv ey, M. Stanbury, Herbert William Jessop, John Campbell Dow, Winfield Maxw ell,
Judson Woodworth, Walter W. Swift, John Joseph Mullin, Malcolm McDonald, and Bugler H. V. Morgan

Arthur

Colonel Davis has cancelled all provisional N. C. 0. Ranks and appointments in the first overseas draft which the
Kootenay battalion will send to the front and has substituted the Following: Company sergeant-major, R. G.
Summers; company quartermaster-sergeant T. B. Tonge; sergeants J. A. Ringer, H.P. Kingswell, W.C. Blinch, J.
Sharp e, A. Collins, J. S. Gibbs, 0. A. Rowan; corporals F. E. Carter, H. W. Birkett, A. E.G. Knight, S. G. Ryall, W.
D. Darling, J. S. Field, S. H. P. Babin, Lance-corporals R. W. Moran, J. M. Grant, W. S. T. Brown, J. Bell.

Wednesday, July 14, 1915

FAREWELL DANCE TO
REVELSTOKE VOLUNTEERS
The farewell dance to the Revelstoke recruits of the 54 Kootenay battalion held in the drill hall on Saturday night
was a great success. Over 150 were present. The music supplied by the city band was all that couJd be desired and
R. Gordon as floor manager kept everyone dancing. Supper was served at midnight after which three cheers for the
recruits brought the dance to an end. Mrs. G. R. Lawrence assisted the committee in charge which was composed of
A. T. McRae jr., O. Abrahamson and F. Hannen
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Saturday, July 17, 191

REVELSTOKE CONTINGENT IS
ON WAY TO FRONT
Vast Crowd Bids Final Farewell to Soldiers From City
-Many Gifts Piled Into Cars----Full List of
Overseas- Draft of Kootenay Battalion.
What was probably the largest crowd assembled last evening to bid farewell to the overseas draft of the Kootenay
battalion which passed through the city on the first stage of its journey to the front. The draft consisted of D.
Company, 54" battalion which included the majority of Revelstoke, Kam)oops and Caribou contingents and
under command of Capt. A Turner.

was

The city band, flags and a cheering crowd welcomed the special troop rain which arrived at 6:40 p.m. On arrival the
men left the cars and fell in on the platform. Farewells then commenced and continued until the train left at 8
o'clock. There were many moist eyes as the train left the platform but the soldiers were in the best of spirits and
songs, laughter and jokes came from them freely while waiting at the station.
Hampers, parcels and packages of all shapes and sizes were loaded upon the Revelstoke car the gifts of the ladies of
Revelstoke and of friends of individual members of the contingent and the troops will be well supplied with
delicacies during their Jong journey to the Atlantic seaboard.
The complete list of the overseas draft is as follow:
Capt. Turner.

Lieuts. A. Archer, C. G. McLean, W. C. Smith, RA. Rand.
Company Sergeant Major R. G. Summers.
Company Quartermaster Sergeant T. B. Tonge.
Sergeants J.

L. Sharpe, J. A. Ringer, H. P. Kingwell, W. C. Blinch, A. Collin.

Corporals G. H. P. Babin, H. W. Birkett, F.

E. Carter, W. D. Darling, J. S. Field, A. E. G. Knight, R. W. Moran, S.

G. Ryall, C. A. Rowan.
Lance corporal W. J. Wilson, J. Bell, W. G. T. Brown, J. M. Grant.
Privates A. Adams, A. Aitkens, E. Aitkens, J. M. Anderson, J. Allen, G. R. Alliston, J. H. Anderson.

G. Baker, A. W.Bell, C. Bruce, W. 0. Brunet, W.R. Baker, C. G. B. Baldwin, R. L. Boothe, E. G. Brown, W.R.
Bryson, G. M. Box, H. F. Bearpark, E. Bourden, G. R. S. Blackaby, N. W. Benn ett, A. H. Barnes, J. E. Brown.
T. Copeland, C.R. Cookson, J. Cums, J. Cunningham, W. W. Church, T. Cairns, A. M. Calder, A. Corrigan, M. J.
Cook, H. J. Cooper, W. Calder, C. Corson, J. W. Crow, E. Carlson.
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W. Donald, N. L. Dickie, A. Dion, R. Davis, P. Demary, R. Devereaux, F. Daniels, A. Dalcher, D. Davidson, A.
Dobson, J. Durst on, J. C. Dow, A. Duckworth.
P. F. Erant, J. W. Eaton.

D. H. Francis, J. T. Findlater, R. H. Fawcett, T. Fleming, C.R. Fryer, J. H. Graham, R. C. Grten, H. Gillis, J. Goble,
0. R. Gay, W. H. Grey, Jas. Gray, A. Gibson, F. E. Gibbard, H.F. Gordon.
A. J. Halverson, M. Hennerty, A. Hudson, A. Hendry, H. Horsfall, C. Hanson, F. G. Hendry, 0. K. Harp er, G. E.
Hanna, C. Harrison, R. Haldane, P. Hagen, C. T. Holsworth, G. H. Hay, G.C. Hogg, A. Hamilton, J.B. Harris, A. F.
Harvey, J. F. Hagen, A. E. Hillier.
R. Innis.

H. W. Jessop, J. Jardine, C. Jacobson , J. Judd.
M. Krunaloob, T. Kelly, C.G. Kemble, J. A. Kirk.
T. Legg, R. Ley, L.A. Lavery, J. A. Le Blanc, W. Lee, W. E. Lowery, J. L. Lawrence.
R. C. Mitchell, L. Michell, W. H. Merrett, N. Mutch, A. Mathison, A. Martin, J. J. Mullin, G. A. Mathewson, J. V.
Morgan,jr., H. C. Macdonals, A. Morgan, M. J. MacInnis, D. Murdock, J. Murray, Jas. Muir, A. Mayant, C. G.
Morgan, W. Mitchell, W. Maxwell, M. Murphy, J. S. McLean, H. Mawdsley, F. McMahon, J. W. Maloney, D.
Meek, J. B. Martin, J. Morgan, F. Moore, H. McPherson, J. P. McAdams , T. McMahon, A. McLoed, J. McLean,
Jack McDonald, M. McBeth, M. McDonald, M. Mcinnis, A. P. MacIntosh, Wm. McCallum, Angus McLeod, R. C.
McRae, W. McAuley, G. Morton, D. Mckenzie.
A. Northgey, A. Ncvcu, P. O. Neilson, A. W. Nelson, B. Nelson, C. Newson, E. Nicholson.

J. Oliver.
P. F. Poulton, H. R. Provis, N. A. Pope, E. A. Lalm er, B. Pope, R. Park, C. I. Price, C. A. Procunier, P, Pettipiece,

A. E. Perry.
J. W. Russell, B. Robinson, J. Robertson, R.. Richardson, D. Robertson S. L. Ross, A. Russell, J. Ryan, H. R..
Robertson, J. H. Richmond, D. Reid, H. E. Ray, Telemako Retehas, F. A. Roberts, A. Randall.
W. W. Swift, E. Sullivan, E. C. Stuart, P. Stocking, J. Steven, N. Stanbury, A. Spiers, W. E. Southworth, J. Soulshy ,
H. Smith, W. H. Slater, G. Sinclair, A. E. Sheehan, E. C. Sever, D. A. Seaton, C. Scanlon, A. W. Safken, J. E. Swan.
T. Trueman, J. R. Treffry, F. Topham, John Thompson, J. J. Thompson, E. Trenchard, E. K. Trafford, J. L. Tebbutt,
A. J. Theobald, P. Telford, R.. Taylor, F. Tapping, H. G. Taggart.
.
.
G. Upward.
W. L. Verge, S. Venus.
John Wilson, B. Withrow, L. Woodfall, R. K. Wyllie, F. M. Warlow, E. F. Weetman, W. H. Weetman, Thos.
Wheeler, J. A. Wigley, Ralph Wiley. George Wilson, J. S. Wood, D. Ward, S. U. Whiting.
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Wednesday, , July 21, 1915

REVELSTOKE CONTINGENT
IS NOW ON OCEAN
The overseas draft ofthe 54th Battalion which passed through Revelstoke on Saturday reached Montreal yesterday
and sailed this evening for Shorcliff, England. W. M. Lawrence received a telegram this morning from his son J.
Lawrence giving the information. The overseas draft includes the majority of the Revelstoke continent.

Saturday, August 7, 1915

FIFTY-FOURTH WILL SEND

DRAFT TO FRONT
There are some heartburning in the central mobilization camp at Vernon. Everybody wants to go on the next
overseas draft and only 850 men are called for. The 54" battalion willsend C company under the command of Lieut.
Tooker. Each of the three infantry battalion will send 250 men and the I 1 Canadian Mounted Rifles will send its
second draft of 50 men. With Lieut. Tooker in the 54 draft will go Lieuts. Woodward, Audy and Raphael of
Vancouver and Lieut. D. A. McQuarrie of Nelson.'
Lieut. J. McNeil will go in command of the 47 battalion's detachment, whose officers and men will be selected in a
few days. The officers of the 62" battalion draft will consist of Lieutenants W. S. Marshall, A. E. S. Lane, H. M.
Kitchen. G. H. Scharsmidt and S. E. Workman. In each infantry detachment there are 232 men, five lieutenants,
eight sergeants and eight corporals. The total of850 men from Canadian army service corps.
Col. Duff Stuart today confirmed report of mobilization of pioneers' battalion t o do work in battle zonesimilar to
that of the engineers. Col. Hodgins ofVictoria will be in command and Capt. Macdonnell of the 11"C. M. R. Will
be promoted to the rank of Major and second in command.

Wednesday, August 18, 1915

RECRUITS NEEDED TO FILL
REVELSTOKE COMPANY
Officers ofFifty-Fourth Battalion Address Meeting
Opposite City Hall----Revelstoke Company Best in

Battalion.
As a resuJt ofthe public meeting held opposite the city hall on Saturday evening for the purpose of stimuJating
recruiting, eight recruits enrol1ed in the ranks of the 54 battalion. Those who signed the roll were:

L. W. Wood, H. L. Brackey, W. Sheen, S. J. Young, W. Carson, R L. Johnson, P. Tremblay, W. Sutton.
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The speakers at the meeting were Major Davies and Capt. J. H. Hamilton ofthe 54" battalion and R. Howson. The
chair was taken by Mayor W. A. Foote who introduced the speakers to the audience. The address were delivered
from a table inthe porch of city hall The city band played several patriotic selections and provided music for an
open air dance which followed the meeting. A large audience listened to the speeches.
Capt. Hamilton who was the first speaker, said that the 54" battalion had been loyally supported by the citizens of
Revelstoke. It still needed men and further sacrifices were needed. In the past some had said that they would go to
the front if they could pass the medical examination. The medical examination need no longer deter them as none
were rejected unless they had flat feet, bunions or heart disease. Excuses no longer prevailed Every man was
urgently required. His King and country needed him. Revelstoke had done nobly. It had provided a larger
proportion of men than any other city in the interior of British Columbia. D. Company was reserved for Revelstoke
and Kamloops men. It was under strength on account of the drafts that had been made and it must be filled. R.
Howson said that he was proud to speak for the empire which stood for truth and righteousness and liberty and
freedom. Many did not realize the meaning of freedom which they enjoy under the British flag. Freedom meant
liberty to express one's thoughts and opinions as one wished without caring who heard. Did they enjoy that freedom
in Germany? Volunteers were needed to maintain British freedom and the institution so dear to the British race. He
did not think that any man in Revelstoke would hide behind the excuse that bit was not his home that was being
mined, not his sister whose very hope in life was being crushed out, not his sweetheart who was being taken from
him. Those who enlisted would defend Canadian homes just as much as the men from England were defending
English homes. They would be fighting to defend the coming generation. Some months ago it was said that if
Germans attacked the Pacific coast how about the Monroe doctrine? The Monroe doctrine could not save us. The
allies were fighting to protect the home of the United States as well as their own. It was a war of righteousness,
truth, lib erty and freedom. We would triumph. Sometimes there was a feeling of discouragement but there was
much to encourage. Germany was a strong nation and had been prepared for war for 40 years while Great Britain
had been building up civilization and home like. It had attacked without warning. The Germans had been stopped at
Liege. The capture of Antwerp was dreaded. The Germans took it but what good had it done them? It seemed that
Providence had said they might go so far but no further. The British army had been saved. Russian defeat had been
dreaded, but out of apparent defeat would come victory. No German sword could ever pierce the economic centre of
Russia Those going to fight would fight for the noblest cause for which uniform had ever been put on.

In introducing Major Davies, Mayor Foote said that he had seen active service in South. Africa, was a wonderful
worker and was the strong man of the 54 battalio9n.
Major Davies said that he was present to get men for the Kootenay battalion. The battalion had four companies. D.
Company was the best of the bunch and it was reserved for Revelstoke and Kamloops men. It had been chosen as
the best company as the first draft for overseas service. Another call had been made which would take away C.
company. He was trying to raise another D. company ofas good men as the first D. Company. Its officers would be
from the district and would include T. E. L. Taylor of Revelstoke. The empire was facing the greatest crisis in its
history. Canada had done well and Revelstoke had done well, but he though it a pity that such a small percentage of
volunteers had been Canadian born. He would like to see a division of 20,000 Canadian born. The 54" battalion
had in its ranks more Canadian born men than any other battalion. but the percentage was only 27. Seventy-five per
cent of those who had gone overseas from Canadian were foreigners. The best material for soldiers was to be found
among the Canadian born. He had fought alongside Canadians in South Africa and knew. This was a big struggle.
It was not England's fight but was a fight against oppression. It was a fight of everyone who lived under the British
flag. Gennany was organized. Every man, woman and child was in the fight, and we must get down to the same
basis. The only way to be sure of victory was to get together. It was not the British way to lie down under
oppression. He appealed to those who loved freedom. Now was the time to fight for democracy. Gennany stood for
oppression. The first contingent had done nobly. Those who went now could not do more and were not likely to be
called upon to do as much. The blood of those who died called to those who should be their successors. He wanted
100 men from Revelstoke. The more men the sooner would the war be finished. If another company were fonned
the battalion would have a good chance to go t:o the front as aq unit.
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One behalf of the 54 battalion Capt. Hamil ton expressed appreciation of the kindness of the ladies of Revelstoke.
Wh en the last draft went east 100 baskets were put on the train at Revelstoke. He was proud to belong to
Revelsto ke, and he expressed the hearty appreciation of the 54" batta lion.
Cheers were given for the speakers, for those who came forward to enlist and for the king.
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Saturday, August 21, 1915

SOLDIER AT VERNON
KILLED BY JITNEY
The death occurred last Thursday afternoon of Private Thos. McKinley of the 54" battalion. On the previous
Monday evening he was injured by a collision with a jitney car driven by E. C. Willet. The accident occurred on
Mission Hill, Vernon, just in front ofthe hospital and he was taken to that institution for treatment. On Thursday it
became necessary to amputate his leg, and about half an hour after the operation he died from shock.
Willet was arre sted on a charge ofmanslaughter and on Friday morning Dr. O. Morris, district coroner, opened the
inquest.
From the evidence of Willet, and Privates Cameron, Dawson, Lawson and Derby of the 2 nd battalion, all of whom
witnessed the accident, it appears that about 9:15 p. m., on August 9 Willet was coming down with his car, a Cadillac
automobile, from camp. McKinl ey was going up the hill toward the camp, and opposite the hospital seemed to
become dazed and ran in front of the car in such a way that though the driver swerved away from him as much as
possible and put on his brakes he could not avoid hittin g him.. Willet said that he was coastin g down the hill on
intermediate gear and was going at a rate of about 8 or l O miles per hour. Other witnesses thought he might have
been running at a 12 or 15 mile pace. The witn esses seemed of the opinion that McKinley was entirely to blame and
that the driver had done all in his power to avoid hitting the unfortunate man.
DOCTOR HAMI LTON'S EVIDEN CE
The inquest was adjourn ed until Tuesday afternoon to get the evidence of Dr. Hamilton, who had been absent at
Revelstoke. When in the witness box Dr. Hamilton said that he was the regim ent surgeon of the 54" battalion. On
the evening of the 9" he had been summoned to the hospital where he found McKinl ey with a broken leg. There
were several abrasions on his face and chest. McKinley was very drunk . He had reduced the fracture, but next day
the swelling was much worse. Wednesday night he had held a consultation with several other medical men, and they
opened the leg, when they found that the main artery had been severed below the knee. On Thursday morning the
leg was amputated, and shortly after McKinley died from shock. McKinley had enlisted in C company of the 54
which came from the boundary district. His next of kin were in Scotland, and had been comm unicated with by cable.
A verdict of accidental death was brought in by the coroner's jury .
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Wednesday, August 26, 1915

WEEK'S MENU FOR
FIFTY-FORTH BATTALION
The following is a week's menu as supplied to the 54" battalion at Vernon.
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MONDAY
Breakfas t-Baked beans , bacon, bread and butter, coffee.
Dinner-Soup, roast beef, potatoes, vegetables, bread pudding, tea.
Supper- figs, bread and butt er and butter, cheese, tea.

TUESDAY
Breakfast-Liver ad beans, fried potatoes , bread and butter, coffee.
Dinner-Meat stew, potatoes, vegetables, curran t pudding, bread, tea.
Supper-Jam tart, bread and butter, cheese, tea.

WEDNESDAY
Breakfas t-Bacon, :fried potatoes, bread and butter, coffee.
Dinner-Roast pork, onion dressing, potatoes, vegetables, apple sauce, bread, tea.
Supper-Apple sau ce, bread and butter, cheese, tea.
THURS DAY
Breakfas t-Rolled oats, bacon, bread and butter, coffee.
Dinner-Vegetable soup, roast beef, potatoes, vegetable, jam pudding, bread, tea.
Supper-Bread and butter, cheese and tea.

FRIDAY
Breakfast-Baked beans , bacon, bread and butter, coffee.
Dinner- Roast mutton, potatoes, vegetables, bread, tea.
Supper-Fresh peaches, bread and butter, tea

SATURDAY
Breakfast -Bacon, fried potat oes, tom atoes, bread and butter, coffee.
Dinner-Meat stew, potatoes, vegetables, rice pudding. Bread, tea.
Supper-Jam tart, bread and butter4,cheese, tea.

SUNDAY
Breakfast-Liver and bacon, potatoes, bread and butter, coffee.
Dinner-Soup, roast beef, potatoes, vegetables, bread, tea.
Supper-Stewed prun es, bread and butter, cheese, celery, tea.

Wednesday, September 1, 1915

MEMBERS OF
SECOND DRAFT
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Members ofFifty-Fourth Who
Will Comprise Next Draft

For Front.
VERNON, B. C., Aug. 27-When the order comes 255 officers and men ofthe 54 Kootenay Battalion will leave
Vernon for the training camp at Shorncliff. The men come principally from the Boundary and the Crow's Nest
country. Some of them are lawyers, some doctors, many of them cowboys and ranchers, and there is at least one
policeman among them, a Vancouver man, Lance-Corp. R. A. Payne. One of the sergeants, Sergt. W. A. Curran of
Nelson is in civil life, a reporter.
The list ofmen who will form this draft has been revISed and brought up to date. It is not likely to be changed unless
unexpected delays develop and the men are kept in camp for a longer time than they now expect to stay here. This
draft id the second to leave the 54" battalion, that battalion sending its first draft last month under the command of
Captain Anthony Turner.
The officers are Lieut. N. L. Tooker, a graduate ofthe Royal Military College in 1902, reserve officers, 1902, 1915;
Lieut. L. M. Raphael, graduate ofthe Royal School ofInstruction, Esquimalt, and an officer ofthe 72"Seaforth
Highlanders; Lieut. P. J_ Audy ofVemon, graduate of the Provisional School of Instruction in Vancouver, five years
with the Cape Mounted Rifles, five years with the King Edward Horse, and holder ofthe I. Y. long service medal
and the South African and King's Own medal; Lieut. W. A. Woodward. ofVancouver, graduate ofthe Provisional
School oflnstruction in Vancouver, and a lieutenant in the 6D. C. 0. 0., and lieut. D. A. McQuarrie ofNelson,
graduate ofthe Officers' School ofInstruction at Work Point Barracks, and for five mont bs with the Grand Forks
Independent Rifles.
Sergt.-Major O. R. Matthews has been selected as the company sergeant-major. The other non-commissioned
officers ofthe draft are Sergt. E. J. Lee, ofRossland; F. Brewer ofRevelstoke; M. A Oxford ofRossland; W. A.
Curran ofNelson; L.A. McMillan; A. E. Ronmark ofNelson; D. B. Gillespie ofFruitvale; Corp. A. F. Graves of
Nelson (lance-sergeant); and Corporals J. Quinn, E. T. Cooper, T. B. Scanlon, R. Stevens, G. O. Brown, J. England,
W. H. Graham; Lace-Corporals A. E. Graham, R. Ashby, H. Bard, W. F. Truswell, J_ Lee, D. McKenzie, K. C.
Corsan, W. S. Forteath, Bugler S. J. Hillyard.
The men of this draft are: R. S. Agnew, E. Ainsworth, H. Andrews, T. Brown, W./ Banks, J. B. M. Barnum, W. J.
Bates, J. Beaton, H.J. Beatly, A. Beer, A. Beer, A. Bell, R. Bere, C. W. Berg, E. V. Blomfield, M. Bodgon, W.
Boissy, D. Bergeron, P. C. Bland, F. M. Bond, M. Bostwiich, A. B. Bowcott, A.H. Brennan, C. E. Brown, J.Bruce,
S. J. Bussell, AC. Butler, M. Campbell, F. C. Campbell, R. H.Campbell, E. Carver, J. C. Carmay, A. J. Chapman,
W. Chaison, B. Clark, C. Clark, W. Cook, W. T. Cook, W. D. Corlett, W. Corrigan, T. Costello, J. J. Cowan, T.
Cross, H. W, Crow, F. G. Cummins, W. Cunningham, E. T. Dallen, D. Daniels, A. W. Davies, D. G. Davies, D. P.
Lawson, P. J. Dennis, D. G. Denny, H. Derby, F. J. Deugan, M. Donnely, P. J Donohue, W. J. Dreulette, E. Duke,
H. A. Dunn, H. R. East, G. P. Eddie, W. Elford, W. Endacott, A. Endacott, A. Etherington, J. H. Evre. D. Ferguson,
A. L. Fisher, N. Forbes, W. I. Forsythe, J. W. Gibson, A. R. Giddings, W. E. Glenn, E. T. Graham, J. P. Gregory, P.
A. Grenon, R. D. Griffiths, H. Guille, P. M. Gwinn, R. C. Hains, C. G. Hain, T. Hanna, P Hanna, C. Harkness, E.G.
Harwood, R. T. Haydon, L. F. Henley, P. Henley, W. Hickson, E. Cooper, L. W. Humphrey, C.H. Hannable. E. E.
Hunt, W. Irwin, A. Jackson, N. Jackson, R. A James, G. T. Jeffrey, A. Johnston, A.H. Johnston, H. W. Jones, D. E.
Jones, P. J. Joyce, E. Keeling, J. Kellock, M. N. Kennedy, A. F. Lamont, S. Lawler, G. T. Levaseur, H. G. Lewis, H.
Marshall, G. Mario, F. N. Martin, F. J. McAvin, N. J. McBean, J. McDougall, N. Mclvor, M. McKay, J..McLean,
A. S. McLennan, D. J. McLennan, M. McLeod, J. McLeod, H. E. S. McLeod M.A. McLeod, No. 480555 Don
McLeod, No. 433777 Don McLeod, D. D. McMillian, P. D. McNaughton, P. McNeil, D. McPhee, T. M. McNeil,
J.Meyers, N. Milanovich, W. N. Miller, G. Miller, F. G. Morel, D. J. Morrison, J. D. Morrison, F. Napier, R. S.
OBell, P. O'Brien, J. Odgers, G. Ody, F. S. Oliver, J. 0. S. Olson, D. Osborn, A. Painting, J. Paul, J.B. Paul, W.J.
Pearson, J. Pike, J. Poole, A. Prioe, J. T. Proctor, T. Prosser, R Pruitt, L. Radakovich, S. R. Ried, H. Rendell, N.
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Roderick, E. Rodgers, E. E. Ryde, T. Sallis, G. Sandison, L. Seeman, H. M. Sellars, A. R. Seiter, R. W. Scott, J,
Shaw, G. Shepard, F. Silverton, A. P. Smith, H. C. Smith, C. V. Stacey, J. B. Stainton, G. G. H. Steele, H.
Stephenson, A. R.. Stoddard, A. L. Stuart, F. D. Sullivan, A. Swan , O. Swanson, T. Symes, J. T. Taylor, G.P.
Thompson, J. F. Thompson, G. A. Thompsonjr., H. A, Ward, D. Watson, E.W. Webb, W. L. Webster, F. A. Weir,
E. E. Wh ite, R. R. Wh itehead, E. R. Wilton, E. G. Woodland, W. V. Wyldes, G. S. Woodlads , W. V. Wyldes, E.

Wynne, A. Yahner, J. Sharp, Ne. Dew, W. Girvan, M. H. Muir, F. T. Rosing, G. Porter, J. M. Teenant, J. Jenkins.

Wednesday, September 1, 19I5

Kemball Will Command
Fifty-Fourth Battalion.
Major Arnold Gran t Kemball, C. B. Has been given the rank oflieutenant-colonel and will command the 54"
Kootenay battalion in succession to Lieut-Col. W. M. Davis, who will take command of an eastern regiment of
pioneers. Lieut.-Col. Kemball is a native ofBritish Columbia and enter ed the British army in 1880 shortly after
being sent to join the British forces in India. He served as D. A. A. G. To the Malakand field force in 1897 and
became D. A. G. M. G. With the Tirah forces in the later part of the year, and in 1898 was mentioned in dispatches
and received clasp and rank of brevet major. In 1898 he served on the Hazara expedition and received the medal and
clasp. In 1895 he became a lieutenant-colonel and was gazetted a full colonel in 1907. When the 54"" Kootenay
battalion was formed he reverted to the rank ofmajor in order to serve. He has resided for some years on his fruit
ranch at Kaslo.
Major C. H. Pollen ofB company 54" battalion has been promoted to junior major ofthe 54 battalion relinquishing
his command ofB company to Capt. L. Bullock-Webster of A company.
Corp. J A. Meldrum ofC company has been given his discharge so that he may transfer to the 62 battalion in
which he will be given a commission as a lieutenant.
The canteen committee ofthe 54" battalion now consists ofMajor Pollen, president; Capt. G. Anderson, Capt. L.
Bullock-Webster and Capt. F. T. Lucas, Lance-Corp. J. L. Curveon has been appointed corporal.
Corp. A. A. Taylor has been promoted to the transport sergeant. Pte. J. A Spence has been promoted to a lancecorporal vice C. M. Madden, who reverted to the rank at his own request so that he may go overseas. D. H. N.
Russell and C. E. Moon has been made provisional sergt.

Saturday, September 18, 1915

Will Pack Hampers for
Fifty-Fourth Battalion.
The Red Cross Society met on Wednesday at the Y. M.C. A. And received a lot ofgood finished work, all ofwhich
was marked and packed ready to ship when enough of it has been received. The society thanks the following person
for donations: W. J. Coulthard, manager ofthe Bank of Commerce, for the sum of $5; Mrs. A. E. Miller for the sum
of $3; the Ladies Auxiliary to the B. L. Engineers for 36 pair of convalescent shoes. The Naomi Rebekah lodge for
66 pair of convalescent shoes. The ladies would be glad to receive any donations of cloth suitable for the making of
these shoes, as the present supply is about used up. These shoes must be ofgood use in the hospital and
convalescent homes where men not able to wear shoes, can put them on and get about for exercise. In the very near
future many ofthese articles made by the society will be put into use, as the soldiers are invalided home to Canada
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and the one sad side ofthe war, only read ofaod heard of, will be present. and the horrors of war a reality.
The ladies decided to pack hampers for the Revelstoke boys ofthe 54th battalion when they leave for overseas soon.
When it is known they will require them donations will be gladly received at St. Francis hall.
The following list of work was received: Miss McMann us, 4 pair of socks; Mrs. McKecknie, Mrs. W. A. Foote, 3
Pair socks; Betty Peterson, Arro whead, B. C. 3 pair socks; Mrs. A. E. Miller, Mrs. R. D. Colpitts, Mrs. Snider, Mrs.
A. Howard, Mrs. C. Jolliffe 2 pair socks each; Mrs. J. A. Gibson, Arrowhead, B. C. 3 pair socks; Mrs.Flockhart,
Mrs. McLaughl in, 2 pair socks each; Mrs. C. W. Calder, Mrs. McFadden 3 pair socks each; Mrs. Parry; Mrs.
Copeland, Mrs. H. W. Wood, Mrs. Bradshaw, Mrs Jos. Lees , Mrs. Belcher, Mrs. J. R. English, Mrs. W.
Lightbourne, Mrs. L. Patrick, Mrs. Sadler, Mrs. F. Simmonds, Miss Sophie Turk, Miss L. McKinn on, Miss L.
Howson, Mrs. Kincaid, Mrs. Oulcliffe, Galena Bay, Mrs. R. D. Peterson, Hall's Lan ding 1 pair socks each.
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Wednesday, September 22, 1915

Duke Commends Soldierly
Bearing of Fifty-Fourth.
The following is an extrac t from a letter to Mr. And Mrs. L.
battalion:

Somes, from their son George, a private in D. Co., 54

"And now to tell you ofthe review before the duke. I wish you couJd have seen it We were first of all drawn up,
each unit separately in companies and he rode between the companies inspecting the men and speaking to a few who
had no service ribbons and to ten all who had. You would certainly be surprised at the number of men wearing
service ribbons. We then marched past in platoons, the duke having taken his post at the reviewing post. Then we
marched back in company column to OUT previous position and saluted, and then marched past in column of fours
and into OUT lines. The Duke expressed surprise at the condition of the troops for the length of time we have been
training , and complimented both officers and men very highly."
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Wednesday October 6, 1915

Fifty-fourth Officers
Take Instruction Course.
VERNON, B. C., Oct. 3-The following officers ofthe 54 Kootenay battalion are temporarily relieved oftheir
duties while attending courses of instruction: Capt. W Neilson, of Fruitvale; Capt. G. G. Moffatt, Vernon; Lieut.
C. E. Bentley, Penticton: Turner Lee, Bonnington ; Lieut. G. Cruickshanks , Rossland; Lieut. F. D. Smith,
Cranbrook; Lieut. H.B. Hicks, Fernie; Lieut. T. E. L. Taylor,; Lieut. F. J. Dawson; Lieut. H. H. Borne; Lieut. J. S.
Gladwin.
Thirty-one discharges were posted on orders of the 54" battalion, 'Medically unfit' was given in most cases.
E. C. Patmore, Nelson has been promoted to lance corporal in the signalling section.
The western Pioneer, a battalion organized on the coast is getting a number of men from the battalion here. These
recruits are all experienced men in construction work.

262

Thursday's program for the

54 consists of an all-day march and strategic manoeuvres in a direction east of camp.

Wednesday, October 6, 1915

Four More Recruits
For Overseas Service.
Two mor recruits for the 54" battalion have signed the roll in Revelstoke and have passed the medical examination.
They are:

R. Bell, born Galt, Ont., next ofkin Mrs. Robert Brill, Revelstoke, B. C, age 25, laborer, single.
William Howard, born Moncton, N. B., next bf kin J. Henderson, Revelstoke, B. C., age 45, cook, single.
D. McLeod, born Scotland, age 27, next of kin John Mcleod, Scotland, laborer, single.

G. Graham, bom Scotland, age 30, next ofkin Mrs. McKenzie, Scotland, miner, single.
For home service one recruit has enlisted. He is:
Alfred Evans, born London, Eng., nest of kin Charles Evans, 22 South Borough Rd., London, Eng., age 40,
laborer, single.

Saturday, October 9, 1915

Kootenay Troops at
Vernon Are Promoted.
VERNON, B. C., Oct. 6 Lieut. W. A. Woodward of Vancouver is in charge of the machine gun squad of the 54
battalion during the absence of Lieut. C. E. Bentley of Penticton, who is attending officers' course of instruction.
The discharge of J. B. Paul of Rossland, with the overseas draft 54" Kootenay battalion, has been cancelled.
Lance-Corp. McGuire of nelson has been transferred from the staff of A company, 54" battalion.
A list ofnew promotions for A company, 54" battalion, reads as follows: To be sergeants R. Bell, Tagham; W.
Swannell, Nelson, to be lance sergeant, Corp. F. A. Lidgate, Nelson; Corp. G. C. McKay, Nelson; to be corporals
Lance Corp A Taylorson, Kaslo; Lance-Corp. H. B. Younger, Trail; Lance Corp. A. J. Clarke, Kelowna; Lance
Corp. G. Curtis, Nelson. To be lance corporals Pte. D. F. Peters, Nelson; Pte. J. N. Mc.Andrew, Nelson; Pte. J. D.
Birbeck, Queens Bay; Pte. E. J. Whitoff, Queens Bay; Pte. S. P. Bostock; Pte. H. Murray, Trout Lake; Pte. W. Pratt,
Nelson: Pte. L.A. Gillis, Kaslo.
A heavy storm which struck the camp last night blew down a few insecurely fastened tents. Heavy rain accompanied
the 40-mile gale.
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Sergt.-Major Pierce marr ied Miss Teresa Gillespie, one of Vernon's best known younger set. The ceremony took
place in the Church of England, Rev. H. Cunningstone officiating. The band of the 54" battalion furnis hed the
wedding music and all the sergeants in the battalion with the exception of one in each company attended.
As, bride and groom marched down the aisle following the conclusion of the ceremony the sergeants made an arch of
rifles and bayonets, which the happy couple marched under.
After leaving the church the bride-groom was presented with a purse of gold by the N. C.O.'s of the battali on and a
purse from the privates also. An illuminated address was read by Major Davies, commanding the right half of the
battalion.
Sergt. Pye ofB company was the best man and Miss M. Evans of Vernon the maid of honor.

Saturday, October 9, 1915

REVELSTOKE BOYS IN.
ACTION IS REPORTED
According to a report current, at Vernon camp, D. Company ofthe 54" Kootenay Battalion, which left shortly after
the battalion went under canvass, has been in action and three of it's members are named in the casualty lists. The
members of the draft were almost entirely from the Cariboo, Revelstoke and Kaml oops.

Wednesday, October 20, 1915

Promotions and Transfers
In Fifty-fourth Battalion.
VERNON, B. C., Oct. 17 Three men, privates in the 47 battalion, C. E. F., are lying in Vernon jail waiting trial.
The offence charged is that of stealing fireanns from a Vernon hardware store, but those in authority consider that
somethin g more desperate than a mere gun theft was planned.

The arrest ofthe men, whose names are A. King, W. Stonestreet and F. Annis, following the disappearance offive
automatic revolvers from the hardware store of A. Rogers.
One of the clerks in the store stated that the three men came in on Tuesday night and that one of them asked to look
at the automatics and carbines. After examination the prospective customer asked the clerk to lay aside the weapons
to be called for after pay day.
The night the store was entered and the articles taken, but the robbers in their haste left their swagger canes behind,
which were so marked as to give a clue to the police, who traced the men to the 47 lines and recovered all of the

stolen firearms in their kit bags.
Before Magistrate Heggie in the Vernon police court on Thurs day morning the men were committed for trial at the
next assizes. All of the prisoners hail from Vancouver. Stonefleet and Annis have confessed.
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Major Bullock Webster officer commanding B company, 54" battalion, is in the hospital suffering from a severe
attack of la grippe.
Another 54 officer on the sick list is Capt. Tooker of the overseas draft who severely sprained his right arm while
playing football.
Lieut. H. C. Green of Kaslo returned from leave and resumes his duties today.
D Company has three new recruits from the Boundary in A. Crawford, D. G. Thomas and W. Bunyan.
Several discharges from the overseas draft, 54" battalion are noted on orders today, the men mentioned having been
struck off strength for refusing to obey orders.
The officer commanding the 54" , Lieut.-Col. Kemball has approve of the following promotions. To be corporals R.
A. Payne, lance-Corp. P.A. Gennbon, overseas draft ; To Be lance corporals Pte. D. P. Dawson, L. W. Humphrey
and C Harkness of the overseas draft; Pte. J. H. Turnley of the Pioneers.
Corp. A. Thomas of A company 54 battalion, has reverted to the ranks at his own request.
Transfers made from and to the various companies and overseas draft are as follow.
From overseas draft to D company Ptes. N. Mcivor, M. McLeod, M. A. McLeod, Donald McLeod, D. J. Morrison,
A. Lamont, F. J. Justice.

From overseas draft to C company: Pte Donald McLeod, P. Hanly, 8. Scanlon, W. Irwin.

From overseas draft to A company Pte. E. Buxton
From A company to the overseas t: Ptes. W. G. B. Foneath,

A. Thomas, J. R. Dcganc.

From B company to overseas: Ptes. J. A. Price, W. H. Benton, J. H. Gallamore, C. Gallamore.
From C company to overseas: S. A. Thompson, R. Williams.

From D Company to overseas: Ptes. F. Bailey, B. Williams, W. E. Jasper, S. J. Hillyard.

*************************************************************************************************
Saturday, October 23, 1915

RECRUITING MEETING FOR
FIFTY-FOURTH OPPOSITE
A recrui ting meeting on behalf of the 54" battalion will be held this evening at the comer of Second street and
McKenzie avenue, opposite the city hall. The speakers will be Capt. W. Neilson, adjutant of the 54" battalion,
Mayor W. A. Foote and Capt. J. H. Hamilton, M. D., 54 battalion. The city band will enliven the proceedings with
martial music.
"There is a splendid opportuni ty for any who wish to get to the front without delay," says Capt. Hamilton. ' The 54%
battalion is at present under strength, owing to having sent away overseas drafts, and mor men are needed. It is
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ordered that the battalion shall proceed to the front as a unit and there is every indication that it will not be long
before it is in England. It is also the Kootenay battalion, which many Revelstoke men have joined and any who are
thinking of enlisting should seize the opportunity now offered," concluded Capt. Hamilton.
Capt. Neilson and Capt. Hamilton arrived in Revelstoke last night and expect to return to Vernon tomorrow.
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Wednesday, October 27, 1915

NINE MORE RECRUITS
LEAVE CITY FOR VERNON
Several Others Will Join Fifty-fourth Within Next Few
Days----Officers of Battalion on Recruiting Mission
----Will Soon Go Overseas.
Nine recruits for the Fifty-fourth battalion left Revelstoke on Monday morning for Vernon as a result ofthe
recruiting campaign conducted by Capt. W. Neilson, adjutant, and Capt. J. H. Hamilton ofthe 54 battalion. Some
ofthese had already signed the rolls who the officer ofthe 54 battalion arrived, and decided to join the Kootenay
battalion. In addition to the nine who left on Monday several other recruits have arranged to join the battalion and
will leave for Vernon in a few days. Those who left on Monday Were George Fricker, J Stewart, J. Young, J.D.
Madsen, and James Weir Jack ofRevelstoke, Napoleon Emo, and G. Biggar of Trout Lake and John Bums and
Frederick Logan of Calgary. H. W. Edwards, taxidermist, of Second street also enlisted and will leave for Vernon

this week. Albert Victor Ludgate, musician, ofRevelstoke, has joined the band ofthe 67 battalion.
Owing to the absence ofthe band the program arranged for the recruiting meeting on Saturday night at the coiner of

McKenzie avenue and Second street, opposite the city hall, was not carried out but a speech was delivered by Capt.
Hamilton, who explained that owing to overseas drafts having left for the front the Fifty-fourthbattaJion was below
strength and more recruits were needed. Revelstoke had done well in the past in providing men, but he said there
were still many young men in Revelstoke who had no ties to prevent them from doing their duty to their country. As
the Kootenay battalion would soon received orders to proceed overseas it offered a splendid opportunity to young
men who want to get speedily to the front, Capt. Hamilton expressed the thanks of the battalion to the city and
especially to the ladies for all that had been done for it.
Capt. Neilson and Capt Hamilton returned to Veron on Monday morning.

Wednesday, October 27, 1915

TWO MORE RECRUITS
FOR FIFTY-FOURTH
BATTALION
Two more recruits for the 54" have enlisted and left this morning for Vernon. They are :
David, Low, age 23, bor Newcastle on Tyne, next ofkin J. H. Low Houghton, Lespring, England, brother.
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Mr Low has been C. P. R. Sleeping car and dinning agent in Revel.stoke for several years and
was recently moved to Vancouver.

Aubey Shanks, age 29, born Windsor, N. S., Next of kin J. M. Shanks, Windsor, N. S., cook,
Mr. Shanks for the past years has hen steward on superintendent J. M. McKay'a private car.

Saturday, November 6, 1915

Youngest Bugler is With
Fifty-fourth Battalion.
His name is Sandford Barter. His height is 3 feet l O inches. His age is 12. He is the youngest Canadian with any C.
E.F. Unit and you'll see him every morning marching with the bugle band of the 54", an erect, childish figure, proud
of his miniature uniform and still more proud of the bugle slung across his left shoulder.
Sandford Barter has his name right among the B's on the paymaster's payroll. In the morning the drum major calling
the roll yells out 'Sandford Barter and Sandford Barter clicks his heels smartly together at attention and replies
"Here, sir," the thin childish treble contrasting strangely with the medley of the bases and baritone answers.

The command is 'form fours, right,' and Sandford barter being the second number stretches his short legs 3 0 inches
to the rear and 27 inches to the right, makes the turn and hen trudges out on parade at the heels of the N. C. 0.
Sandford Barter washes under the cold tap in the morning stripped to the waist. He packs his mess tin to the cook
house with the detail and draws his ration of "Mulligan" with the big muscled Kootenains. He sits around the fire in
the mess rooms before lights out and listened to the most weird of the myriad yam without taking the proverbial
"pinch of salt." He is always ready to assist a 'sojer' to shake blankets or roll a coat for a route march and when off
duty his little legs are continually twinkling on "fags" for his multitude of friends for Sandford Barter is a good
comrade and in spite of his stature and tender years is a man-a manly one at that.
This week Sandford Barter was vaccinated and inoculated. Lots of six-footer dread that hypodermic needle with its
charge of muscle stiffening serum, but not he. The youngest Canuck on the roster of the 54" just bared his left breast
and took the shot of typhus eradicator without a tremor.
Sandford Barter is going overseas. His dad is going, too, which is as it should be. Barter, sr., formerly Canadian
Pacific Railway station agent at Jaffray, near Fernie, is employed at the quartermaster's stores and he shares his
government blankets with Barter, jr., who gets up while the morning is still misty and uncertain, leaving his to
morpheus while he goes forth to indulge in that species of military physical torture designated asa 'jerks.'
Sandford Barter so give him his complete handle doesn't do things by haves. He is intensely practical with all his
eager impetuosity to learn the things which will be the most useful when the 54 th goes overseas

Wednesday, November IO, 1915

Revelstoke Members of
Fifty-fourth Battalion.
The following members of the Fifty-fourth battalion from Revelstoke will passes through the city soon with the
battalion on its way to the front:
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Capt. J. H. Hamilto n, Lieut. T. E. I. Taylor; C. O. Abrahamso n, J. Rushton, RF. Wilson, G. J. Grant, H. Cumm ings,
0. Sugden, A. Biggar , G. Fricker, D. Kennedy, J. McKinn on, C. G. Metzler, H. B. Kirk, W. J. Wall, E. A.
McConnell, A. Harris, J. W. Roe, A. Tapping, D. Martin, W. 0. Ains lie, A. H. Moorwood, W. E. Wilson, R. Stuart,
J. H. Ma ley, G. McMahon, D. Keir, T. Moore, F. Burke, W. Tobbin, D. Lowe J. L. Cureon, H. V. Morgan (staff), J.
Miller, A. St. John, D. Hedstrom, R. C. Smith, R. P. Salt, J. Shaw, H. Edwards, G. F. Chapman, H. G. Gamer, S.
Ellis, A McRae, E. C. Trafford, N. Emo, N. Sykes, J. W. Borley, D. Morgan, E.G. Jessop, W. Haywood, D,
Wilson, R. D. Johnson, W. Overton, G. Stevenson, N. Montgomery, W. J. Nichol, D. F. Harvie, W. Taylor, E.
Whitehouse, W. Shanks, R. A. Carmichael.
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Saturday, November 23, 1915

Fifty-fourth Articles in
Fifty-fourth Equipment
VERNON, B. C., Nov. 12---- A powerful indictment of Germany's military despotism, the horror of the Teutonic
propaganda of merciless rapine and murder, regardless of sex, the dark menace of a reversion to an era wherein
bestiality and blood Just would submerge the teachings of modem civilizati on, and above all the necessity fur a .
unification of thought and purpose and deed throughout the component parts of the entente toward the objective of.
vengeance and victory , these were among the stirring utterance of Rev. G. Comynching at a memorial service held in
honor of Edith Cavell, which was held in the Anglican church.

In full dress and headed by their respective bands detachments from the 54" Kootenay and the 11C. M. R.
Battalions mar ched through the town at 2 p.m. to attend the servi ce. The church was decked for the comm emoration,
flowers and appropriated words oftribute to the English martyr nurse being placed in vari ous parts ofthe edifice.
Corp. A. Taylorson, A company of the

54 battalion, has gone to Kaslo on Jeave.

Ptes W. R. Culler, J. A. Ingram and Gcorgc Palmer, A company 54, were among tbe leading men of No.3 platoon at.
the quick firing drill on Friday. All three made 16 out of a possible 20.

Pte. P. Westby, B company, 54 is on furlough at Calgary.
Corp. J. Vincent has been appointed sergeant of the 54" battalion machine gun section, Privates P. McDonald and J.
L. Taylor of the same detail having been promoted to the rank of corporal.
Privates W. W. Peppers and B. Duffi cy of the signalling section of the 54" have tran sferred to B company. Pte. S.
H. Wigamore of the signallers has been take on the roster of the 54 band.
Fifty-four arti cles all told constitutes the equipment of the men of the 54 . These are as follows: Blank ets, water
bottle, and strap, knife, fork, spoon, main braces, kit bag, hold all, razor, hair brush, cloth brush, hand towels, cap
and shoulder badges, forage cap, tuni c, pair drab trousers, puttees, overshoes, service shirts, two winter shirts,
cardigan waistcoat, woolen gloves, socks, clasp knife and lanyard, belt, haversack, amm unition pouches, tooth brush,
shaving brush, comb, housewife, boot dressing, great coat straps, balaclava cap, great coat service trousers, two pair
boots, one pair canvas shoes, gray flann el shirts , two suits underclothes, pair braces, identification disc.

SATURDAY, November 20, 1915

Revelstoke Boys Leave
Shorncliffe for Front.
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E. McMahon has received a letter from his brother F. McMahon from Shorncliffe who is by this time in the trenches.
MR. McMahon left with the Revelstoke platoon under Lieut McLean, which went as a draft during the summer. A
Few extracts from the letter follows:
"Well, Ed, we sure got a pleasant surprise when Arthur Legg dropped in on us. He and Joe Howson are both over
the seven days leave from the front. Joe went to London but will be back here before going back. I guess a lot of us
will be at the front before very long as they are sending one hundred of us. They came in and asked us this morning.
Charlie and I are down for it. I'll have to go one better because they just got us to go before the doctor and we all
passed so we will be leaving on Monday. There are only twenty-five in the first bunch and the Revelstoke boys are
C Corson, F. Daniels, J. B. Martin, C. McRae, Geo. Upward, A. Holverson, Grant and myself.

"I'll tell you what I would like you to do and that is to send me a pair of socks about every two weeks as you can't
carry them around over there.
"The fellows that comeback from the front say that they wouldn't be surprised if the war was over before spring so
that sounds pretty good doesn't it
"Well this is all for now but will write before leaving."

Saturday, December 4, 1915

Praise Fifty-Fourth
Battalion
The following account appeared in the Time Journal, Fort William:
The long and the short of it, as far as the 54" battalion is concerned, was exemplifies last Thursday evening when the
big bugle major of the regiment appeared on the platform on the arrival ofthe first section of the troop train, the
giant of six feet nine inches attracting much attention. Then when the second section came, a diminutive bugler who
could not have been more than twelve years of age, became the center of an admiring and envious crowd of boys, the
jealousy increasing when they saw the admir ing glances bestowed upon the tiny Tommy by all the girls on the
platform. Number 443731, Corporal 0. Ainslie, C company, at one time, a Fort William boy, now a stalwart soldier
from the Kootenay, shared a deal of admiration, and rather liked it. He wants some of the nice girls to write to him,
so has given the Times-Journa y his number and regimental address. The bugle band mentioned is the pride of the
45" and well deserves the praise accorded by musicians who hear it play at the depot.

Saturday, December 4, 1916

Praises Fifty-fourth
Battalion.
The following account appeared in the Time-Journey, Fort William:
The long and the short of it, as far as 54 Battalion is concemed, was exemplified last Thursday evening when the
big bugle major of the regiment appeared on the platform on the arrival of the first section ofthe troop train, the
giant of six foot nine inches attracting too much attention.
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Then when the second section came, a diminutive bugler who could not have been more than twelve years of age,
because the centre of an admiring and envious crowd of boys, the jealousy increased when they saw the admir ing
glances bestowed upon the tiny Tommy by all the girls on the platform. Number 443731, Corpo ral O. Ainslie, C
company, at one time a Fort William boy now a stalwart soldier from the Kootenay, shared a deal on the admira tion
and rather like it. He wants some of the nice girls to write to him, so has given the Timc-Joum al his number and
regimental address. The bugle band mentioned is the pride of the 54 and well deserves the praise accorded by
musicians who hear it play at the

Saturday, January 16, 1916

Kootenay Boys
Well Received.
The following is an interestin g account of the reception of the 54" Kootenay battalion in England, wri tten one of the
soldiers:
After six days br boat and rail wind tanned and frt as when they left the Vernon mobilization camp, the
arrive here and has taken up quart ers in huts near the old Vernon camp mates, the 47%

54 battalion

The Royal mail steamship Saxonia, Cunard line, gave the Kootenayans no room for criticism as her seaworthiness,
although the food served on board was, to say the least, greatly inferior to the Canadian camp fare.
The train trip to camp was featur ed by great receptions by people all along the route. At one city the mayoress and a
comm ittee provided coffee and rolls for the officers and men of the 54.
Thr ough the kindness of the soldiers' mess of the 35" (Toronto) battalion, the 54" was served with a nice hot meal
upon its arrival at the camp.
Bramshott occupies a position geographically very simi lar to the Vernon mobilizati on camp. Thr ee small towns,
Liphook, Hazelmere and Bram shott are situated within three miles of the camp. The troops are ensconced in Jong
buildings about 50 by 20 feet, termed "huts," each containing a platoon or about 60 men. Stoves make the quarters
very comfortable, excluding the dampness and enabling the men to keep clothing . Satura ted during the day tim e, dry
and weara ble.
Meals are served in a huge mess room, where mess orderlies, detailed daily, serve their comra des. Austral ian
mutton, good old English roast beef and Canadian pork are some of the items on the bill of fare.
The drill comm ences with an hour period after breakfas t of strenuous physical stunts. From IO until 12 o'clock
squad, platoon, company and battalion driJJ goes on and during the afternoon distance judging, range work, trench
diggin g, bomb throwing, semaphore signalling and other of the multifarious things which the Kootenay must learn
before going to the front are carried on under the instruction of experienced men.
Bram shott camp is built along paved streets and a 1ittJe business section adjoins, with false fronted stores and make
sift stalls, like the streets of some western mining town.
The camp is :flank ed on either side by heavy copse, in which pheasants and rabbits abo und, the former so tame that
they could almost be killed with a stick. This fine game bird does not appear to min d the presence of soldiers in the
least is frequently seen along the asphalted streets of the camp proper, flying up in the early morning from the rear of
the cook kitchen, where it takes a left over meal from the surp lus.
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A six day period of leave gran ted each man about Christmas time, when men whose records are good may visit
London, just two hours ride from the camp, or other parts of the island where relatives and friends live.
t t t t ¥±±t #±t t ¢±t t t ¢±t t t ¢¢#t t t ###¢t t t z ¢±t #¢t ##t ¢#t %#¥t t t t ±¢±t #±t t t t t ¢#t t #¢%t ¥¥¥¢¢

Saturday,January22, 1916

DIFFERENT TRAININ G
SYSTEM IN ENGLAND
The following letter has been received from Bramshott Camp from Pte. Aubrey Shanks who is a member of the 54
Battalion:
"Should have writt en you before, but getting settled and moving once or twice kind ofkeeps one upset. Well we
have started on a new year. Maybe it will be a little more in our favor; we trust so anyway. I am getting along nicely
outside of a persistent cold that I can't seem to keep clear of Everyone in the battalion has had their share, so I am
not the only unfor4tunate one. I like the army life well although its quite a charge from civil life. I have been
cooking in the officers' mess since coming to England and have a very nice job. I see Dr. Hamilton every day. He's
the busiest little man in camp just at present. Most of our officers are away takin g courses at different school. They
sure train men over here. All the training our boys did in Vernon they might as well forget for all the good it is over
here. It seems to be a different system here altogether."
t t t t t %#t ###$#t ##%#%##±##t t t t t t %t r%t %%t #¢#t ###$¥#t #¥±#t ±#%#t %$###%#%t #%#t t t %¢#%t %kt %

Saturday, February 5, 1916

FIFTY-FOURTH BATTALION
ARE COMFORTABLE
The following letter has been received from H. G. Garner of the 54" battalion:
To the Editor, Mail-Herald,
Revelstoke, B. C.
Sir.-Your readers would perhaps like to hear that the Revelstoke boys in the 54" are all feeling fairly well, with the
exception of a few cases of lagrippe which is very prevalent here, no doubt caused by so much rainy weather; it rains
here nearly every day. George Miller, Dave Lowe, Douglas Hedstrom and myself are at present working in the
kitchen, and the rest of the battalion are busy at the ranges everyday.
We have no idea when we are leaving , but we are all hoping it will be soon. We are well housed in huts and fairly
comfortable. Each hut holds about 40 men and we have mattresses and lots of blankets.
Wishing yourself and the citizens ofRevelstoke a prosperous new year. I am,
Sincerely yours,
H.G.GARNE R

No. 443987, D. Co., 54 Batt., C. E. F.
Bramshott camp, Hantz, Eng.
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Saturday, October 21, 1916

TWO POPULAR
SOLDIERS MISSING

A telegram from Ottawa reached Mr. Henry Hay on Saturday morning containing the sad announcement that his son
James Henry Hay was missing and believed to be dead since Sept. 27. While the message leaves a ray ofhope that
Jim may be a prisoner or in hospital, the deepest sympathy of the entire community goes out to Mr. And Mrs. Hay
and the family in these days ofsuspense.
James Hay born in Revelstoke March 2ne, 22 years ago, when the Hay family occupied the residence standing on the
site ofthe present Imperial Bank. His whole life was spent in this city until he joined the 54 in the spring of 1915,
and left with them for overseas on July 16. He entered the trenches on his birthday last March and had completed
nearly seven months ofceaseless duty going through many a hard fight without once being wounded, until the fatal
charge on September 27.
On Saturday last Rev. C. A. Proeunier received a telegram from Ottawa that his son, Sergt. C. A. Procunier was
missing and believed to be seriously wounded. It is hoped that Charlie is in hospital somewhere. We are loth to
believe that this bright young life has been sacrificed. Charlie was always one ofthe most popular and best liked
boys ofour city and a real Revelstoke boy, born in the Rectory the first week ofMarch, Twenty-two years ago. Jim.
Hay and Charlie Procunier were babies together and were school boys in the old Central only a few years ago. It is
one ofthe saddest tragedies ofwar that two such bright young lives may have been sacrificed to purchase our liberty.
t t #######t r#t ########%%##############t #########################qt ##############t ##t #ft ###t t zt #

Saturday, November 25, 1916

54"BATTALION
GET NEXT SHIPMENT
The regular meeting ofthe Red Cross was held in the Y.M. C. A., Tuesday. Mrs. W. H. Pratt was in the chair.
It was decided that the next shipment be sent to the 54" Battalion. We are anxious to have a good supply and ask for
more workers, so that we may be able to send the shipment soon. Shirts, socks and towels are most needed, and as
these things will go direct we feel sure every one will be anxious to have a share in making the men in the trenches
comfortable.
Everybody is welcome to our Tuesday meeting. Ifnot already a member, come and join.
The following work was handed in:
Mrs. Falls, 2 shirts.
Mrs. Jolliffe, 2 pair socks.
Mrs. Stanley Pearse (Monte Creek) and Mrs. Flockhart, I pair socks each.
Mrs. Tomlinson cut out 16 shirts and 13 suits ofpyjamas.
From Mrs. J.L. Smith a monthly donation of $2.00 was received.
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Mrs. Crick has joined as an active member and Mr. G. H Goodwin as an associate member.
A pair of rubbers were left in the hall the day of the Red Cross tea.
The owner may have same by applying to Mrs. W. H. Pratt.

MARYE. URQUHART,
Secretary.
%##%%%%%¢%%#%%%¢%%#%%%%%t %4%¢#¢#%t $#%###¢%%#%%#%%#%%%#%#t ¢#%4t ¥#t t ±¢#¢¢#¢t t #%######¢4¢±¥

NOTE:
There is no further Revelstoke Mail-Herald after this date in the Selkirk College Library.
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The following news items were taken from old newspapers
These papers are on micro fiche in the library at Selkirk
College in Castlegar, B. C.
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Tuesday, May 4, 1915

COLONEL DAVIS IS
EXPECTED SHORTLY

Feeling Prevalent That This City
Should be Centre of
Recruiting.

C. H. Sullivan, of Spokan e, has come to Rossland to enlist for service abroad with the next contingent. He is
employed with W. S. Doig until recruitin g starts. Sullivan has seen service previously, being a veteran of the Royal
Engineers. He was in Malta a number of years.
No word has been received locally as to the recruiting here, though nit is expected that Colonel Davis, who is to
comm and the4 new Kootenay regiment, will be here shortly to make arra ngements.
The feeling is strong held that Rossland should be chosen as a recruiting and trainin g centre, especially in view of the
fact that Rossland has the finest arm oury in the interior of British Columbia. Recruiting should be conducted here
for the whole surr ounding country , and it would mean a good deal to the city to have 75 to I 00 men in training for a
few weeks. The plans are said to be recruiting in various centres, with training for a time, before the volunteers are
taken to headquarters for further training. Rossland's proxim ity to Spokan e and the boarder, from which territ ory
several recruits have been secured, is another argum ent for the arrangement of training in the Rossland Armoury .
% % % % % % % % % ¢¢% # #¢t% % ¢#¢t% $% ¢$% $% % $tt% % % t% % % % % t
#±% % % % % % % ¥%% % % % % % % % % t$¢ t
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Saturday, May 8, 1915

RECRUITING CENTRE
TO BE ESTABLISHED
A splendid recrui ting meeting, considering the brief tim e allowed for reparation, was held in the arm oury last night.
Many citizens, men and women and children, attended to discuss military matters with Col. W. M. Davis, of
Victoria, who will have comm and of the Kootenay regim ent.
Four men answered Col. Davis' call for volunteers, Arthur Leighton, Ed Lee, Charles Sullivan and J. Humphreys. It
was decided to hold a patriotic meeting in the arm oury on Tuesday night, to further enroll men. A program of music
and addresses will be given by the city band.
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WANTS FIFTY RECRUITS
Col. Davis, addressed the meeting as to the object of his visit. He said he expected that not less than fifty would
enlist from here and ifthat number were offered he would send over an officer to drill the men here until such time as
they were required at the point ofconcentration.
He advocated a public meeting to be held on Tuesday, and a committee, consisting ofM. McKenzie, H. H
Johnstone, Dr. Gunning and G. W. Waistell were appointed to make the necessary arrangements.

QUESTIONS ASKED
Several questions were put to the Colonel by citizens, chiefly relating to pay and separation allowances. These were
answered in a satisfactory manner, and further official information will be in the hands ofthe committee by Tuesday
night.

Tuesday, May 11, 1915

MAY SELECT CITY
AS RECRUITING BASE
There is a possibility that Rossland may be selected as a recruiting centre. L. A. Campbell, M. P. M. P., has been
communicated with at Grand Forks, and has, in turn , taken it up with Col Davis. If this can be arranged it will mean
a big thing for recruiting here, as well as be considerable in the business way. A regular officer would come in and
take charge.
A large crowd should attend the recruiting meeting tonight, in the armoury. There are said to be several additions to
the known list ofmen who will come out serve their country, and it will mean something to have a large number
enlist. An enthusiastic meeting is certain, as some good speakers will take part, besides the city band. Lieut.
McKenzie will have some announcements to make with regard to separation and pension allowances for wounded

to

men and their heirs.

Tuesday, May 13, 1915

ROSSLAND CHOSEN AS BASE
FOR RECRUITING SOLDIERS
Efforts ofL. A. Campbell, M. L. A., Successfully
Consummate Appointment of Officer to be
Stationed Here-Enlistment Means
Pay and Allowance Immediately
Word was received by Lome A. Cam pbell, last night, that efforts which he had put forth in endeavouring to secure
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the establishment of a recruiting base in Rossland, have been crowned with success, and a capable officer, will arrive
from Nelson tomorrow to undertake the work here of recruiting for the Kootenay battalion, being formed under the
command of Col. Davis.
When Mr. Campbell was in Grand Forks, last week, Dr. Gunning phoned him in this connection, and the member got
in touch with Col. Davis on Monday, the I0" inst., arranging to accompany him on the trip from Grand Forks on the
Nelson train the I1 inst.
Mr, Campbell was able to impress the Colonel with the importance of establishing a recruiting station here for Trail
and Rossland, and this Colonel Davis has agreed to do
The new arrangement means that those wishing to enlist will draw pay immediately on enrollment. Mrs. Campbell
has already taken up the matter with the interested parties at Trail, who have signified a willingness to co-operate
with the authorities here.
k¥±k#kkk$ kk3%¥%kk¥¥#kkkk#¥%%±¥¥#kkk¥##kk¥¥# ¥k¥k#%kk¥#¥¥¥%kk%¥kt ##¥¥¥#4%%#¥k%%kkkk##k#¥%#k#±#%

Wednesday, May 12, 1915

HONOUR ROLL SWELLS WITH MEN
k kk

kkk

Anxious To Battle for Britain
Twelve ofRossland's Best
Enlist At Last Night's
Meeting for Active Service
Against Germans.

REV. WM. ROBERTSON
MAKES STIRRING SPEECH

Patriotism and Loyalty Predominate
At a Gathering ofWell Over Two
Hundred.
The patriotism that appealed to the young men of Rossland in the armoury last night to come forward and take up
arms in the cause of liberty and righteousness, was worth a response that would have sent Rossland's name around
the world. If volunteering had been carried out with the faithfulness that marked the utterance of the loyal citizens
who spoke of duty and of the need of putting an end forever to militarism and its reign of terror, Rossland's company
or representatives in the next Canadian contingent would have been recruited up to full strength immediately.
Three men responded when the call was given. One more offered himself after the meeting dispersed. These, added

to the list which Lieut. MacKenzie has had for a few days, made a total of twelve rnen ready to serve their country.
With the exception of one, who asked that his name be omitted inthe published list, they are as follows:
Arthur J. Ellis
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William Bates
William Wyldes
Edward Lee
J. L. Humphreys
Arthur G. Lcighton
Charles H. Sullivan
E. Bloomfield
Thomas Hare
Emil Ntiderman
Wilmont T. Swan

Huge Attendance
The meeting was a splendid success. It was attended by several hundred men and women, testifying to the renewed
patriotic ardor that has spread over the empire since the tragic deeds ofthe past few days. The city band took a
prominent part and its patriotic airs were greatly appreciated.
R. W. Grigor made a forceful chairman. He opened with a reference to the need ofthe Empire for men, hoping that
the young men would hear the call. It was difficult to fully realize to the. full extent the great need ofmen to fight for
the Empire, home and liberty. He trusted that tbe patriotism in the hearts and minds ofthe eligible men was strong
enough to induce them to leave their homes to fight for their country, King and God. "The beast ofthe jungle" was
the chairman's descriptive phrase, referring to the brutal way offighting conducted by Britain's enemies, but hoped
the British Empire would never stoop to such measures, and that it would emerge with clean hands.
Mayor William Willson expressed pleasure at so large a gathering, in such a noble cause. He spoke ofthe duty of
the younger men to go to the front, saying that ifthey did not do their duty, the older men would step out. Mr.
Willson said the Empire had justice on her side and there was no chance ofanything but victory in the end. He
hoped for a big enlistment.

The Soldier's Pay
Murdock MacKenzie was called upon to make a statement as to the soldiers' pay and the provision made by the
government for the care ofwounded and dor their dependents, ifkilled. The figures were received with deserved
enthusiasm, liberally provided, as they do, most completely for all emergencies.
A patriotic address was given by George Waistell. He closed with an effective reply to a young mans' remarks
following a similar meeting, slurring the men who did all the taking for not going to the front. The only unmarried
speaker ofthat night had been Rev. Mr. Simpson said Mr. Waistell and the events has proved Mr. Simpson's
devotion to duty. (Applause).

George T. Moir made a spirited impromptu address. He said the old stiffs were not wanted, but the country needed
young men ofvitality. The older ones had fought their battles, perhaps, he said, but when the call came for them
they would be ready. Mr. Moir spoke ofhow Rossland had been favoured as a prosperous community and referred
to the number ofsocialists here whose teaching was in opposition to war. The Socialists ofGermany and France had
shouldered their guns, however, however, he continued because they realized that the spirit ofpatriotism was a
higher thing than socialism, though the latter was a great cause. There was nothing to do but fight in the present
cause, he concluded, fight for a peace that would be lasting. Mr. Moir closed his remarks with a stirring verse from
Service's ''Call ofthe Yukon."
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Stirring Orator
The address that goes down under people's skin was delivered by Rev. William Robertson. His patriotic ardor
awakened kindred feelings in all hearts, and he was frequently applauded. Mr. Robertson said he had spoken at
former times in behalf of the reduction of armament, bu this time he must use all the influence he could command to
encourage the destruction of the fiendish militarism propagated in Germany. He reviewed the commencement of the,
war, concluding , reading the diplomatic negotiations, that Britain could not honourably remain out of the conflict.
He prophesied the greatest war still facing Germany? when that is considerable elements of her population, which is
really opposed to such a war, will, on discovering how they have been deceived, demand an accounting. He recalled
that the Kaiser had been afraid to tell his people the truth about events, Speaking of the long preparation for a war of
conquest, he repeated General Sherman's famous definition of war as hell, "If war was hell, as conducted by
Americans in the Civil War," said Mr. Robertson, "where is the man with language to adequately describe the war as
it is conducted by our enemies today? No man has the vocabulary to do it. Ten thousand hells would not describe
the murderous warfare waged today."

Cause of Right
He believes the day was past for offensive warfare, but not so for defensive warfare, as long as women and children
were trampled upon and every principle of right violated.
"When the time will come for the old men, the young men, all of us, to go, will you follow me across the seas?" He
asked amid enthusiastic applause. There were men and women in this city, 'Said the speaker, who were glad the Lord
had given them a son to send out to battle for their country in the time of need. "Shall we be cowards in the day of
opportunity," he asked further, "when now is the day and now the call."
Mr. Robertson spoke of the inhuman method of warfare ofthe enemy, ofthe honour of fighting for homes, church
and all that was greatest and best in civilization. He was again applauded in speaking ofthe heroic work of the
Canadian troops in Flanders, recently. In the name of high heaven and the God of battle, he urged the young men to
volunteer.
The call for volunteers followed and the meeting closed with "God Save the King " rendered heartily by all, with
three cheers for the Empire and the volunteers.
#±¢##±¢¢¢¢¢¢¢¢####¢¥#¢¢¢%#¢%%%###%%#%#¢±#k#¢%¢%¢##¥#¥##¥¥¢¥¥pt #t ¥¥±¢¢¢#¢¢¢#¥¢¥

Thursday, May 13, 1915

ROSSLAND CHOSEN AS BASE
FOR RECRUITING SOLDIERS
Efforts of L. A. Cam pbell, M. L. A., Successfully Consummate
Appointment of Officer to be Stationed Here-Enlistment
Means Pay and Allowance Imm ediately
Word was received by Lorne A. Campbell, last night, that the effort which he has put forth in endeavouring to secure
the establishment of a recruiting base in Rossland, have been crowned with success, and a capable officer will arrive
from Nelson tomorrow to undertake the work here of recruiting for the Kootenay battalion, being formed under the
command of Col. Davis
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When Mr. Campbell was in Grand Forks, last week. Dr. Gunning phoned him in this connection, and the member got in touch
with Colonel Davis on Monday, the 10 inst, arranging to accompany him on the trip from Grand Forks on the Nelson train on
the 11" inst.
Mt. Campbell was able to impress the Colonel with the importance of establishing a recruiting station here for Trail and
Rossland, and the Colonel has agreed do.

to

The new arrangement mean that those wishing to enlist will draw pay immediately on enrollment. Mr Campbell bas already
taken up the matter with interested parties at Trail, who have signified their willingness to co-operate with the authorities here.

RECRUITING BASE IS
INAUGURATED TODAY
Comm encing immediately, Rossland, is a full fledged recrui ting station. Captain R. D. Davis arrived at noon from

Cranbrook to take charge and recruiting will be begun at once.
Recruits will be placed on pay immediately on having passed the physical examination necessary , before a local
doctor. The pay will be at the rate of$1.85 per day, of which sum 75 cents is the allowance for rations. Volunteers

will be enlisted for one year at least, or for the period of the war.
Capt. Davis will immediately open an office at the arm oury , which will be open ed from 9 o'clock a.m. until 10
o'clock p.m.
Nineteen recruits have been promised from Trail to arrive tomorrow. Rossland already has twenty men enlisted so
that the splendid number of forty men will begin drill tomorrow. The latest Rossland men to volunteer are: T. B.
Stanton, Arthur Evans, Adam Swan , John T. Proctor; Ern est E. Hunt and John Hogan . The last man came from Fort
Erie, Ont. Several more men are understood to be intending to enlist.
The men will be allowed board at their homes, if they have homes, but bedding is being brought in to accomm odate a
large number in the arm oury . The government allows 25 cents a meal for their board and any who desire to board
some of the men should speak ro Capt. Davis.
Volunteers will be under the orders ofCapt. Davis continually, but liberty will be granted. The drill will be five
hours daily. Men who have lost more than ten teeth will nor be accepted, but bridge work will be passed as good.
Plates may be allowed and the question is being taken up with Ottawa. So far 250 men are enlisted in the Kootenay
and 100 more wanted.
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Satur day, May 15, 1915

DRlLLING COMMEN CED
HERE THIS MORNIN G
Dr. Coffin Receives Appointment
As Examining Physician.
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Recruiting Began Today in
Dead Earnest- Trail
Rookies Expected.
Drilling began at the Armoury this morning and recruiting is now on the dead earnest. Two squads were formed of
six men each, and put through the drill by two veterans, Ed Lee and Charles Sullivan. Some of the men who have
volunteered were unable to be on hand but all will have their private affairs adjusted in a day or two so that the work
will then proceed systematically and thoroughly. Ample leave is being granted at the outset for private arrangements
to be made

The latest Rossland recruits are "Scotty" Mackenzie and George P. Hunter. The latter a South African veteran has
enlisted in the cavalry service but may probably consent to go with the local infantry company.
Capt. Davis recruiting officer and Dr. J. W. Coffin, examining physician motored to Trail this morning to exami ne
the men enlisted there. The following men, described by Capt. Davis as splendid recruits were accepted: Arthur A.
Ryder, A. J. Chapman, R. Watson Scott, Henry R. East, C.H. Clay, Jack Fisher, F. C. Campbell, E. H. Harkn ess,
Tom Crann age, Daniel Daniels, M. A. Orford, Patrick Hanna.

Arthur Wheeler, jr., was appointed to assist Capt. Davis in Trail, and he came up to Rossland with a party at noon..
Mr. Wheeler is experienced in the work. He states that a patriotic concert may be held in Trail in the interest of
recruiting.
AU Trail men will come to Rossland as soon as enlisted there and will remain here in training. They will be
examined here unless a large number enlist requiring Dr. Coffin to go down.

MONTENEGRINS JOINS
KOOTENAY REGIMENT
FOR ACTIVE SERVICE
Brother ofZaro Nikitovich
Killed at Front
Enrolls Today
Thirty-Four Recruits

From Here and Trail
Blankets and Equipment Arrived

Today and Boys Take Up
Quarters in Armoury.
Recruiting is proceeding in Rossland and Trail in a mann er which gives considerable satisfaction to Capt. R. G.
Davis, officer in charge. Capt. Davis remarks, also that he is highly pleased with the assistance given by people of
all classes in the two cities to help the patriotic work along.
Several new men have enlisted in Rossland and Trail.

By noon today the roll showed seventeen names enlisted and
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passed by the doctor from each city, with from ten to fifteen more men in sight. In addition, there will be many more
coming in, and Capt. Davis looks for a steady stream of recruits until a company of which the Kootenay may be
proud to fonn.

Seventeen Men
Enlist From Here
The men who have enlisted and passed the doctor are as follows:
Rossland-William V. Wyldes, E. J. Lee, Charles H. Sullivan, C. Ernest Hunt, James B. Paul, Thomas Costello,
Thomas D. Scanlon, William J. Bates, Arthur Evans, Arthur G. Leighton, Donald Mackenzie, J. L. Humphreys,
Albert Swann, J. T. Proctor, Thomas Hannah, Louis Nikitovich, Nick Janni.
Trail-Arthur A. Rude, A. J. Chapman. R. Watson, Henry R. East, C. H. Clay, Jack Fisher, F. C. Campbell, E.
Harkness, Tom Crannage, Daniel Daniels, M. A. Orford, J. C. Howe, R. Hesketh, John J. Hogan, A. W. McLeod,

Patrick Hannah, R. W. James.
This morning's recruits include Lo is Nikitovich and Mike Janni, both Montengrins, the former a cousin of Zaro
Nikitovich, killed at the front. More of their race are expected to enlist.

Physique of Recruits
Commented Upon
Five Trail men failed to pass, both Capt. Davis other veteran soldiers, at the armoury, remark on the superior
intelligence and physique of the men enlisting from both Rossland and Trail. The new recruits are men ofvery
superior quality and type. Two Trail men have passed the doctor provisionally on slight operations being preformed
. RW. Scott, principal of the Trail school has enlisted, to go as soon as released by the expiration of his school
term.
Capt. Davis expects to receive weekly orders today which will be published tomorrow. Drilling is conducted at the
armoury at 9 and 2 o'clock, until further orders. An early morning gymnastic parade will be held, making five hours
daily.
Blankets and other equipment arrived today and the recruits will commence sleeping in the armoury tonight. Those
who have homes may stay there on arrangements with the officer. The men in the armoury will be fed at several of
the local hotels.
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Tuesday, May 18, 1915

SEVEN MORE ENLIST
"Big Joe" Mellicz, Latest
Recruit Extends Seven
Feet Up.
Recruiting is proceeding at the armour on a continual satisfactory basis. The recruits enlisted since yesterday's paper
number seven, four from Trail and three from Rossland as follows:
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Ross landHerbert H. Gill, Joseph Mellicz, Reginald Bowcott.
TrailH. A. Richards, F.

A.

Weir, F. W. Truswell,

Erne st Ro ger s.

High Standards
It will be observed that the high standard is being well maintained in the latest volunteering and it is increasing
apparent that a fine body of men will go to Rossland with the next contingent. Several other men are about to enlist,
also of the best type, there being eight or ten in sight.

Captain R. G. Davis, recruiting officer has appointed C. H. Sullivanacting orderly Sergeant for the week. Squad
drill is held at 9 a.m. and general training 2 p.m.

at

Medical Examination
The Medical Examin er, Dr. I. W. Coffin, receives volunteers at l1:30 a.m. and S p.m. Lectures are scheduled by
Capt. Davis at 8 o'clock Tuesday and Thursday.

Several of the recruits took up residence in the armoury yesterday and they slept there comfortably fast night.

Is Some Joe
"Big Joe" Mellicz, whose name is given today as enlisting, is one of the best known Montengrins in the city. He
enlisted with several other of his race when the first contingent was raised but was not included because of not being
a British subject. It is understood that this is no longer a bar especially in the case ofthe subjects of Britain's allied
states who have demonstrated their courage worth so valiantly as have the Montengrins.

Wedne sday, May 19, 1915

FIFTY-FOURTH BATTALION
WILL BE ESSENTIALLY A
KOOTENAY ORGANIZATION
The men who are now enlisting at Rossland from this city, Trail and district, will, it is hoped, be included in the 54 th
Battalion as an individual company. This is if a sufficient number comes forward, which now seems will be the case.
A full company number 250 men. If 150 enlist, however, no doubt this will be sufficient to form the nucleus of a
company which will be brought to strength by addition from outside.
At the present rate ofrecruiting, with the prosects that the distr ict seems to afford, Captain Davis, recruiting officer,
fully expects that a company will be formed here. If so, well be proud, for in addition to the respectable number of
men thereby made available for the service of the Empire, the quality will mark them as second to none. Captain
Davis states that the men recruited so far are unbeatable and that any officer will have reason to be proud of his
connection with the men of the Golden and Smelter Cities.
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The Corps Itself
The company will be commanded by a major or a captain, with a second in command and four lieutenants, each
lieutenant having charge of a platoon of approximately fifty men. Additional men, making up the full numb er, will

not appear on parade.
The non-commis sioned officers will include Company Sergeant-Major and four platoon Sergeants, Company
Quartermast er-Sergeants and Corporals in addition to make the numb er.
From all indications at present, it will be possible ro obtain these men from among those being enlisted, with one or
two exceptions.
The matter of company organization

may be a difficult.

Although companies might be organized at local points, the authorities are inclined to favour deferring the
organiza tion until they assemble in brigade camp at Vernon. At present it is uncertain which course will be
followed. If organized locally, the recruits will appear in uniform and full equipment at various centres, otherwise,
this outfitting will take place at Vernon.

Officers of 54%
The matter of officers for the 54"" battalion is most important, of course. The battalion will be commanded by
Lieutenant-Col. W. Mahlon Davis, who was recently in this locality. Colonel Davis was one of the first graduates of
the Royal Military College, King ston, Ontario, and has commanded Earl Grey's Horse in Ingersoll, Ontario, district.
His home is in Vancouver, where he practised civil engineering for the past four years. He has splendid organization
and commanding abilities and a strong personality.
The choice of the rest of the officers of the battalion is not yet complete. Of the required thirty officers, only six
have been definitely allotted to the battalion, though there is a very large surplus of officers to choose from. It has
been distinctly laid down by the authorities at Ottawa that all qualified officers of the Kootenay and Boundry must
have the preference. The following officers' names have been mentioned by Col. Davis.

Is Distinguished Man
Major C. Hungerford Pollen, of Cranbrook, now president of the Kootenay Central Railway. He comes of a very
distinguished English military family and thoroughly understood army work. His brother is Aide de Camp to King
George and is now on Sir Ian Hamilton's staff in the Dardanelles. Major Pollen is immensely popular, is a cousin of
Lord Londonderry, and, besides, is an experienced big game hunter all over the world.
Captain R. G. Davis, now recruiting officer here, has resided recently at Cranbrook and Victoria. His rank in the 54
battalion is not yet fixed, though he will probably command one of the four companies. Captain Davis served with
the Imperial Army for eight years in the 2" battalion Devon Regiment, and next in the Royal Horse Guards, known
as the "Blues." He was in Natal with General Buller's army, taking part in the battles of Spion Kop, Colenso and
with the relief force at Ladysmith. He has since served in Morocco.

Other Officers
Captain Gilbert Anderson, of Nelson, who may be a company commander, saw active service with Strathcona's
Horse in South Africa.
Captain Neilson, of Fruitvale, will be Adjutant, with the rank of Captain. He has had several years territorial
experience in Great Britain.

284

The Quartermaster will be Lt. Garland Foster, of Nelson. Lt. Foster and Capt. Neilson are now taking a course of
instruction with the 47% battalion at the coast.
Capt . Moffatt, ofFerie, has also been selected as one ofthe regimental officers. He has experience in the 102%
Regiment, R. M. R.
Lieut. Smith and Lieut. Bourne, both ofthe Imperi al Bank staffat Cranbrook, and Lieut. H. B. Hicks, district:
engineer for Water Rights Department at Cranbrook, recently qualified as lieutenant under a severe course, which
was partly based on notes taken by experts at the front in the present war, indicating how closely training si kept up
to date. The balance of the regimental officers are to be chosen from the coast and other parts of the interior where
qualified are available. Every care will be taken that the Canad ian troops are sent to the front well officered. To this
they are entitled regardless of local pride, political influence, social status, etc. Good leadership is half the battle and
all fear and favour will be sunk to permit the Canadian troops the best possible chance of fighting victoriously, for
the glory of the Empire and with the best chance of surviving the conflict.

Wednesday, May 19, 1915

TRAIL SETS A PACE
FOR ROSSLAND BOYS
The Recrui ts From Smelter Town
Outnumber The Locally
Enlisted Men.
Seven more recruits have at the armoury since publication, yesterday . One of these is from Rosslan
d and the others
from Trail, as follows:
'
'
Rossland E. Walker, next ofkin, Mrs. A. Walker, Southgate , Kirby-in-Furness, Lancaster.
TrailL eslie B. Harkne ss, next-of kin, Mrs. J. A. Harkne ss, Trail; Hugh Gwilyn Lewis, next ofkin, W. Lewis,
Meriosshire, North Wales; George Stewart Woodland, next of kin, J. J. Woodl and, Edmonton; D. Ferguson, next of
kin, A Ferguso n, Earltow , Nova Scotia; John Archibald Meldrum, Trail; John Baker.
Mr. Meldrum is the only one of these men with military experience, having been five years in the London Scottish.
Bert Gil1, who enlisted yesterday in Rossland, was eight years in the Canadian Militia with the Rocky Mountain
Rangers, having a sergeant's certificate. "Big Joe" Mellicz, of Rossland is the third man so far enlisting in the
Rossland-Trail with active service experience, the popular Montenegrin having spent three years in the army of his
native land, in the strenuous times of recent years.
The above recruits being the number so fur enrolled in Rossland up to the splendid total of 48 men, of whom 20 are
from Rossland and 28 from Trail. While one or two men are, it is understood, to be dropped, there are several
already in sight which will shortly boost the number over fifty, with the steady stream of recruiting will continue.
Arthur Wheeler is sending men daily up from Trail and the eligible men of Rossland will need to step lively to keep
even in loyalty with enthusiastic Smelter city.
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Thursday, May 20, 1915

MORE ENLISTING IN
SERVICE OF EMPIRE
Trail Sends Three More Men
Italian Veteran Enlist

From Here.
Four recrui ts of three different races have been accepted at the Armoury since publication yesterday. From
Rossland, Frank Tarasati, an Italian who has four years experience to his credit in the Beragi an Alpine Corps,
enrolled as a recruit. From Trail came three men, William Parle and A. Bennet, Britisher, and P. Ludordo, a
Montenegrin. Parle has six years in the Canadian Militia at Kingston, Ontari o, where he has a sister.
The Rossland-Trail recruits are to be entertained twice in the next few days. Tomorrow night a smoker will be held
in their honour at the Armoury . An informal comm ittee, with the sanction of Captain Davis, Recruiting Officer, has
undertak en to provide entertainm ent and a good program has been lined up. E. S. H. Winn, Murdock Mackenzie, R.
E. Plewman and others have been managing the affair in a parliamentary way and bes ide having a good tim e and
showing the recruits that they are appreciated, the meeting should provide an impetus to the work and help Rossland
to uphold its end in the scheme of fighting. The smoker will likely be held weekly while the recrui ting is in progress.
The public are asked to bring their own pipes and tobacco.
The second event of the kind will be held in Trail Tuesday night in the Star Theatre. Captain Davis was in Trail last
night in the interest ofrecruiting, atte nding while there was a meeting of the Trail Rifle Association, at which a
committee was appointed to assist in the work of swelling the ranks of the 54" Battalion. While there an invitation
was extended to Captain Davis and the whole company of recrui ts to go to Trail Tuesday night where they will be
the guests ofhonour at a Patriotic meeting held under the auspice ofthe Trail Rifle Association. They will be
entertained musically and refreshm ents will be served. The men will march down the hill and the Association will
provide tran sport for their return by rail.
The comm ittee appointed in Trail has the power to add to its numbers. The idea ofhaving some organiza tion to
supplement the work ofrecrui ting, has been ofgreat service in other places and, it is felt it can be more useful in
Trail-Rossland. A committee ofrepresentatives men and women has been found an advantageous body of such an
idea put into effect locaUy would undoubtedly help to keep Rossland where its loyalty and present position entitle it
to be a city doing its share in the conflict.

Satur day, May 22, 1915

"REMEMBER THE LUSITANIA,P IS MESSAGE
GIVEN TO THE RECRUITS FROM ROSSLAND
AT PATRIOTIC SMOKER HELD LAST NIGHT
"Remember the Lusitania," was the slogan that Chairman E. S. H. Winn gave the recrui ts of the 54" Battalion and
the citizen of Rossland at the smoker held in the Armoury last night. The event was the firs t in a series of
entertainm ent for the recruits at the hands of the citizens, and it was a brilliant success. The Armoury was crowded
with men and all were treated to a program that was carried out with excellent spirit and with individual ability.

286

The nucleus of the Rossland-Trail company in the 54" Battali on, a fine body of men in every particular , were seated
in a semi-circle behind the platform on which was seated their comm anding officer, Captain R. G. Davis, Lorne A.
Campbell, M. P. P., Ma yor W. D. Willson, and Chairman Winn. The platform was hung with Union Jacks and
patriotism was apparent all through the program of brief speeches, songs and instrum ental selections. The City Band
were on han d in force, and contributed some splendid music, while Edward W. Hall capably presided at the piano
and added the inspiration of lively airs. Everyone bad a good time.

High Ideals for
Recruits of Empire.
The Chairman opened with a few well-chosen remar ks. He said every citizen of Rossland and Trail was intensely in
earnest and his support to the Empire, and was anx ious, besides to impress on the men volunteering for the service
that a deep interest is taken in them, in their enjoyment of their stay in Rossland, and in their noble mission to Europe
on behalf of liberty. Mr. Winn spoke a word of appreciation of Mr. Campbell's success in having Rossland chosen
as a recruiting station. He said it had been brought home to us that the fight was against barbarians, and he read to
the audience the horrible experience of the murdered Captain Allen, of British Columbia, who was taken prisoner
and shot through the stomac h by the Germans who were in too big a hurry to bother with prisoners. He also read the
brutal slaughter of other Canadian soldiers. It was the duty and privilege of every able-bodied man, who is not tied
down by the necessity of supporting those dependent on him, to go to the front and avenge those murdered. He
declared, unhesitatingly that Rosslanders would do all in their power to make the recruit of Trail and Rossland
enjoyed their stay here, and promise d that there would be other entertainm ent for their benefit.

Capt. Davis
Made Stirring Address.
Later in the program Captain Davis, recruiting officer, was called upon, making a ringing speech that was given a
hearty applause. He said these were days of inspiration, for it was a stirring time for the Empire. It was great
consolation to think that Canada was taking her part in the fighting and he paid great tnbute to the gallantry and
achievement of the men who have already done their duty at the front. Capt. Davis pointed out that most of these
men had never before done any soldiering , and the world wondered as they went forth to battle what they could
accomplish against fully trai ned soldier. But the ans wer had been given. There was no longer any doubt of the work
they could do. (Applause). After the battle ofLandemar ck the whole and especially German, was aware of the
valour of the Canadians. He regretted the heavy losses more recently, and state d that this would probably not hap pen
again, as the Canad ians ha been unfortunate in having the late st specimen of German "kultur" in their form of
poisonous gases, tried first on them. Yet they had met it most courageously and had proven that they were capable
of taking their place beside the best soldiers in the world and do their part.
Captain Davis then referred to the work of organiz ing the 54" Battalion, and spoke ofthe value of having the identity
of cities and districts preserved by being represented at the front by companies such as Rossland and Trail being
honoured by a company named after them taking its place in the fighting ranks. He sincerely hoped that this would
be so, and of applause of the audience indicated that they agree.

Men Constitute
Splendid Company

two

"If we can take as a sample those already enlisting," said Captain Davis, "these
cities will be represented by one
of the finest companies at the front. I have being pretty close touch with these me, closer than they knew, perhaps,
for a soldier who has seen fighting and been in action can size me up pretty well." He can tell which men will make
good under fire, and I have absolutely no fear of the men who have enlisted here." (Applause)
Captain Davis spoke with certainty of the outcome of the war. He had personally several times sworn. during
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conflict, that ifhe got through he would never get into it again. But old feelings were aroused with the declaration of
war, and he had to go and wanted nothing better than to go. He then spoke of the need of recruits, hoping that the
young men who were free to consider enlisting would do so very seriously. He complimented Rossland and Trail on
the qua lity of the men who had gone to the battlefield, and the men who had enlisted to go, on the splendid work of
the ladies of the Red Cross Society, and he expressed his great appreciation of the assistan ce given him on all sides
in the two cities, especially mentioning the comm ittee who arranged the smoker of the evening. He did not like
making comparisons, he said, but Rossland-Trail had nothing to feel ashamed of in loyal work they are doing.

Big Advantage of
Recruiting in Rossland.
Lome A. Campbell spoke of the advantage of having a full-fledged recruiting station for the district, and hearti ly
thank ed Lieut.-Col. Davis comm anding officer of the 54" Battalion, for his consideration and assistance. Mr.
Campbell also expressed to the city of Trail for co-operating with Rossland and enabling a recruiting station to be
established here. A word of warm appreciation of the qualities of Captain Davis, as recruiting officer was spoken by
Mr. Campbell and warmly applauded. It was up to all of us to send a full company from Rossland and Trail.
(Applause)
"We all know what the first contingent had done," said Mr. Campbell, "and we know that the ones going will do as
well." He pointed out that British Columbia has sent more men to the front, according to its population, than any
other province and that the Dominion has sent 60,000men to Europe, with 40,000 ready to go. If wanted, Canada
would raise 200,00, he declared He had no doubt that Trail and Rossland would raise a full company, as the splendid
number of 54 recruits had been enlisted only since Friday last. All the citizens should unite, he urged, in getting as
many recruits as possible.
Mayor W. D. Willson said he appreciated the interest shown by the citizens in honouring the men of the 54%
Battalion, and he hoped there would be more of such events, so that the men would remember us when at the front.
"We all have our battles to fight," said the Mayor,"and it makes it easier when someone has confidence in us. Wh en
we see these boys here we cann ot help but feeling confident in them, for we know that they will do their duty well."
He promised them a warm welcome on their return home.

Entertainment Gave
Boys Splendid Evening
Interspersed with the speeches were entertainm ent recitation, solos, and instrum entals, all of enjoyable character,
Beside two boxing bouts which took particularly with the audience. In the first mill, Le Roi Stewart and "Curley"
Johnson fought three rounds to a draw, giving a good exhibition of boxing. In the second bout, two of the Trail
recruits locked horns for three rounds and the milling was both brisk and gory. Jack Fisher had the uppercut and
"Slim" Howe had the beef and hair. They mixed it up to the delight of the fans and accompanied by the strenuous
attention of the Fire Chi ef Raymer as referee. The Chief was engaged in dragging the pugilists apart when
Timekeeper Dan Thomas blew the gong.
The program follows: Concertina selections, Sam Forteath; recitation, H. A. Stewart; Solo, A. M. Betts; Solo, T. S.
Gilmour; Quarte t, "O Canada" and "Tipperary," W. F. McNeill; J. Cox, L. M. Roberts, Dr. Gunning; Recitation,
Eddie Hall; Solo, T. Cadwell; Club swinging exhibition, Tom Blythe; City Band selection; Solo J. Cox; Clarinet
solo, Leo McCandlish.
The program was imp ressively brought to a close by Captain Davis forming up the company of recruits in a line at
attention, while the audience heartily sang the National Anthem.
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Tuesday, May 25, 1915

GUNS ARE SECURED
TO DRILL RECRUITS
Boys Will Go To Mobilization
Point, at Vernon

June

4.

Progress that is described by Capt. Davis as satisfactory is being made with the drilling of the Rossland-Trail 54
Battalion recruits at the Annoury. Rifles were secured from the Rossland Rifle Association, and two of the residents
have loaned Lee Enfield's so that yesterday anew featur e of drilling was begun. One squad was put at rifle exercise
and one at aiming drill with spotted targets.
Drilling is continuing satisfactorily in the other branches and the men are shaping up well.

Leave Here June Fifth
Originally the 54" Battalion was expected to arrive at Vernon on May 27, but a matter now stands this will be
practically impossible. It will take a week or two after that date to get things into the desired shape.
Two men in the detachment hold the rank as acting Sergeants, E. J. Lee and C. H. Sullivan, these men having had
several years experience in the Imperial Anny. Sullivan was acting Orderly Sergeant last week, and Lee assumed
these duties this week. Both men are in charge of squads as well as Privates Gi11 and Oxford.

Promotions
The following men have been recommended for promotion: Private H. H. Gill. Rossland and Private Oxford, Trail to
be acting corporals; Private Howe, Trail and Private T. Scanlon to be acting Janee corporals and Private Humphreys
as Orderly Room Clerk.
On Monday and Wednesday of each week at 8 o'clock Capt. Davis will lectur e on vital military subjects at the
Annoury. All interested citizens may attend these lectures.
Tonight the recruits of 54 will be entertained at Trail by the Trail Rifle Association. They will parade at 6 o'clock
sharp, marching to Trail. The Trail City Band and Rifle Association will meet them part way and with mud and dust
----2---- and refreshment will be served.

Wednesday, May 26, 1915

FULLY TWELVE HUNDRED ATTEND
BIG RECRUITING MEETING AT TRAIL
Nearly fifty recruits of the 54 Battalion, with their commanding officer, Captain R. G. Davis were captured last
night by the City of Trail. The Rossland-Trail company has gone out to reconnoitre, advancing down the Trail road,
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under Acting Sergeants Lee and Sullivan. Capt. Davis had no sooner taken command at the head of the Trail Gulch,

than the company was attacked, overwhelmed by a corps numbering many hundreds, and lead by the Trail City Band
and the Italian Band. The capture was directed by a corps from the Trial Rifle Association and was executed with
such success that the soldiers of His Majesty, King George the fifth, fell, to a man. There were literally swept
through the city and into the large and imposing Trail Rink, there to remain prisoners of war until conducted to the
C. P. R. Station, under strong guard, the train backing down from the Smelter to pick them up. The company
remained captives of Trail men and women until safely released in the Rossland Armoury . And they will remain
captivated by the committee·cordiality and open-hearted hospitality ofTrail as long as memories live.
Never has Trail so surrounded guests with kindness and generosity, and never has any similar function so grasped
and held the hearts ofhonoured guests as the event tendered to the 54" Battalion Recruits, under the auspices of the
men of the Trail Rifle Association. The affair could not have been improved upon in any detail. From the time the
soldiers of the King were taken in charge by the charge by the bands and a procession of citizens a quarter of a mile
in length, the whole city and its people simply radiated patriotic number. Un a notable entertainment for the cause
provided the recruits that the boys have not yet ceased to talk about with gusto, the enthusiasm for the cause
represented in the company of recruits reached a high plane. Musical selections and addresses were particularly well
adapt to achieve this, and were all given with the ability and the patriotic fevor that thrilled every heart in the way
that comes but seldom. It was a rare night. That it accomplished its purpose in entertaining the recruits was apparent
in all they said and did after it was over, and that it will have a definite influence in inspiring a deeper, more effectual
and sincere patriotism that will show itself in increased interest in recruiting in this district, is certain.
At the invitation of the Trail Rifle Association, the trip was made, the company parading from the Rossland Armoury
at 4:15 o'clock, accompanied by their little
mascot "Jerry." Practically the whole city turned out to meet the boys at the head of the Gulch. Immense enthusiasm
was aroused by the appearance of the Trail Italian Band. Representing Britain's newest ally in the war. The Trail
Boy Scouts were also in the van of the procession. The committee of the Rifle Association handling the event were
F. G. Morin, Captain James Buchanan, G. F. Weir, Mr. Rutherford, G. C. Gage, G. C. Brown, J. A. Wadsworth.
The rink was gloriously decorated with flags, an immense Union Jack forming on the back of the platform. Across
the rink extended a long table laid with great taste and groaning with all the good things that the housewives of Trail
could produce. This was luxurious, and the boys fell to, capturing the first trench without difficulty. These wholesale
delicacies were furnished by the Women's Auxiliary of the Patriotic Association, the committee being: Mrs. R. H.
Stewart, president, Miss Weir, secretary, Mrs. William Reese, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs. Hazelwood, the Misses Marlatt, ·
Mrs. Moneypenny, Mrs. Wilmes, Mrs. Blaylock, Miss Macaloney, Mrs. Morin. The crowd that gathered was
estimated at 1200, and estimated by the chairman, Captain Morin, as largest ever assembled in Trail in his life there
of eigh.teen years.
The platform was taken by Chairman Morin, Capt. Davis. J. H. Schofield, M. P. P., Rev. William Robertson, of
Rossland and Mayor Butler. Captain Morin appropriately opens the meeting by reviewing the excellent work done
in Trail by the ladies. Who were largely responsible for the holding of the event. He mentioned that at the outset of
the war the ladies had raised over $1000 in four hours for patriotic purposes and they hoped to raises $2000 a month
from now to the end of the conflict. He described the event as Trail' s farewell to the boys before leaving for the
concentration camp at Vernon. He then introduced a program that was bristling with fin e addresses and good music.
The solos were all exceptionally well rendered. Robert Richards sang "Heroes and Gentlemen," and "Gallant Old
Bugle." Arthur Wheeler jr. gave two songs, the second being "Rule Britannia." H. G. Fuller sang "O Canada" and
"The Veteran Song" Rev. E. A. St. Smyth sang an excellent recruiting song. Accompanists were Arthur Wheeler, C.
G. Brown, Miss Marlatt and Mrs. Smyth.
The music that aroused wild enthusiasm, however, was that of the Trail Italian Band. These men received a
wonderful ovation as allies in the war, this being the most notable feature of a notable occasion. They were
applauded vigorously and responded to encore, covering by the folds of the Italian ensign on the head of the staff of
which was the Union Jack Their reception left no doubt as to the esteem in which the Italian Colonies of both Trail
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and Rossland are held and the brotherly spirit that mutual sympathies has generated . The members ofthe bans were;
Gio Vanni Fabbris, Sam Fillppis, Americo Mazzocchi, Davide Leschiutto, Lorenzo Albiani and "Nick"with the
standard in charge of F. Ceccanti and S. Morocca.
Although excellent in every way, and throbbing with patriotism, only brief references to the adders can be made
here. J. H. Schofield brought home the fact of the war of humanity and civilization that was the cause of strife,
tumult and murder. He told of the heroism of the first and second contingents, and declare the third would continue
the work that has made the name of Canada resound from one end of the world to the other. He was enthusiastically
applauded in reference to our Italian allies, to our admiration for Kitchener of Kharto um in the face of the present
criticism, and to the hope ofwelcoming all the boys back again after a heroic page ofhistory.
Captain Davis made a strong recruiting address, stating modestly his own eagerness to reach the front, though not
sure of ever coming back, and paying in a very high compliment to the quality of the men in t6he 54". He felt proud
of the possibility that he would lead them in battle. He was ringingly applauded in the denunciation of Germany and
in his statement that the enemy had forgotten that the British Lion never sleeps. He showed the advantage of having
a Kootenay -Boundry battalion and a Rossland-Trail company. He impressed upon the young men, eligible for
enlistment, the duty before them and complimented the Rifle Association, Mr. Schofield and Mr. Wheeler on their
effort in the cause. He sugg ested the inclusion of an Italian section in the company and praised the fighting qualities
of the Italian people. Captain Davis also very courteously and expressively tendered the thanks ofthe company to
the ladies for the entertainment, the Rifle Association for its splendid efforts and gifts, and the citizens of Trail
generally for their hospitality.
William Reese made a most effective speech on the whole war situation and brought home to the young men of Trail
and Rossland not yet seeing their duty before them, the responsibility of going to uphold the traditions ofthe Empire
against an infamous foe. He spoke of the Canadian heroism at Langemarch and said that since then every Canadian
could hold their heads a little higher. He appealed for the recruits on behalf of the men already fallen, many of them
schoolmate s and comrades. He spoke of the thoughts associated with Victoria Day just celebrated, of the Lusitania
horror, of the noble examples set by former contingent, and appealed not to withhold their sons. In closing he
pointed out the splendid soldier who would lead them to victory and Berlin. During the address of Rev. W.
Robertson, the audience repeatedly broke out in prolonged and enthusiastic applaud. He spoke of the liberation
coming to Germany, in the defeat of her terrible militarism, and that the cannibals of the past were gentlemen in
comparison to the exponents of the "Kultur" oftoday, and said that the title held by the Prince of Darkness as
"Father of Lies" had now descended upon the head of the Kaiser who had gone one better than the devil. Mr.
Robertson called for a full company of recruits to strike, for liberty and "lay the proud usurpe r low," and fight for
God, home, country and liberty. He pictured the praise that would make these mountains ring when their cable came
over from Berlin, and the rejoicing on the safe return of the victorious Kootenay army.

Mr. Robertson announced a send-off to the company to be given prior to its leaving the city, to which he invited the
citizens of Trail. Captain. Davis invited all to call at the armoury to witness the drilling. The meeting closed with the
troops singing a verse of "Tipperary," after which, they formed up at the salute while the large audience heartily sang
the Nation Anthem. Refreshments were serv ed in the rink before the train left.
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Thursday, May 27,1915

FIFTY-FOURTH "SOJERS"
PARADE NEXT SUNDAY
With consent of Captain Davies, recruiting officer, Rev. William Robertson has arranged for a military church
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parade for the Rossland-Trail company, 54" Battalion on Sunday next. The company will parade to St. Andrew's
church where the sermon and special music will be appropriate to the occasion.

Friday, May 28, 1915

SOLDIER BOYS TO GET BIG SEND-OFF
IN SKATING RINK BEFORE DEPARTURE
Nothing Will Be Undone
To Make Occasion Worthy
of Gallarit Recruits
Those Not Helping
Will Be Interned
Representative Meeting Held
At Which Finance Committee
Gets Busy Collecting $153.00
That the recruits of the 54" Battalion will be given a fitting send-off when they depart from Rossland for Vernon
concentration camp, and later, the front, was demonstrated in the excellent meeting of citizens held last night in the
City Hall. A most representative company of the local business men attended and all showed their keen interest in
the welfare of the soldiers.
Mayor W. D. Willson was called upon to assume the chair. In calling the meeting to order, he said the object in view
was to fitting entertain the boys who are going to the front to fight our battles. While having only admiration for the
splendid way in which the city of Trail had entertained them, he hoped Rossland would even surpass their efforts so
that the boys would hold the event and the people ofRossland in lasting remembrance. As time goes on, continued
the Mayor, we might want to draw another force and the emphasized the importance of entertaining the recruits well,
apart from their own just rights. Mr. Willson spoke of the enlisting of the boys ofRossland, whom the older
residents remember as little codgers playing along the street, watching them grow up here. This engendered warmer
feelings than on other occasions. He hoped all would assist in the good cause.
Grahame Cruickshanks stated that the ladies of the Red Cross Society were anxious to supply food for the supper for
the recruits, and he suggested holding the affair in the skating rink
the Armoury would not be large enough. He
made a motion along this line, appointing the Red Cross Society a committee, with the power to add to their number.

as

'

.

In seconding it, Rev. W. Robertson spoke similarly of the willingness of the ladies to undertake the work and also
expressed certainly the rink would be required for the farewell.
Speaking as a director of the rink company, G. A. Lafferty stated that he felt the management would be glad to take
charge of the planning. Organization was then proceeded with.
Mayor Willson suggested that a permanent chairman be appointed to act as controller of the whole even. Ernest
Levy mentioned J. S. Deschamps for the post but the latter declined iv view of being out of town a great deal in the
next week or two. Graham Cruickshanks moved and A. M. Betts seconded that Rev. Mr. Robertson be chosen, the
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nominati on being received with applause. Mr. Robertson accepted. Committees were then selected as follows:
Finance: G. A. Lafferty, chairman; W. H. Groodeve, H. M Atkinson, F. S. Peters, J. D. McDonald, E. G.
Montgomery, Dan Thomas .
Decorating: G. W. Waistell, chairman, Jack Cocking, H. H. Johnstone, with power to add.

Entertainment: A. M. Betts, chairman; C. J, Miles, W. F. McNeill, W. N. Gunning, E.W. Hall, Charlie Taylor.
Arrangements: R. W. Gigor, chairman ; H. S. Langford, Graham Cruickshanks , H. L. Batten, C. F. R. Pincott,
Murdock Mackenzie.
A committee comprised of Messrs. Cruickshanks and Lafferty were appointed to interview the ladies of the Red
Cross Society's part in the event.
That the intention to go right ahead and make things hum is sincere indication in the motion made by Re. Mr.
Robertson and seconded by Murdock Mackenzie, that all refusing to act on committees or assist when asked, be
interned. This carried unanimously. Mr. Robertson also spoke of having interviewed Captain Davies, recruiting
officer, on the subject, the latter not being able to definitely state when the boys should leave for Vernon. They will
probably go the latter part of next week and the farewell will be held as late as possible prior to that.
R. W. Grigor reported that W. J. Prest, proprietor of the Rex Theatre has offered to give the proceeds of a nigh's
entertainment at the Theatre, on which films of war scenes will be shown, to the expense fund collected for the event.
Applause greeted the announcement and following a motion by Dan Thomas the thanks of the meeting will be
extended to Mr. Prest in writing. Mr. Thomas made the suggestion that the city would well afford to make a
donation in support of worthy fund, W. H. Goodeve expressing similar views. A motion instructed the Finance
Committee to wait on the city, Mayor Willson intimated the city would support the fund and was heartily
applauded.
During the meeting a subscription list was circulated by the finance committee, resulting in the securing of promises
for $153 part of which was paid on the spot The various committees are calling meeting immediately. Those
prosects at the meeting were: Mayor Willson, E. C. Miller, Hector Mackenzie, AM. Betts, G. W. Waistell, Joe
Crowe, J.C. Robson, Murdock Mackenzie, D. Thomas, H. W. Atkinson, R. W. Grigor, C. J. Miles, W. N. Gunning,
Fred S. Peters, Ald. J. Henderson, G. A. Lafferty, Graham Cruickshanks, J. D. McDonald, C. B. Smith, H. H.
Johnstone, E. G. Montgomery, J. S. Deschamp s, C.F.R. Pinott, G. C. Chubb, Ernest Levy, Rev. W. Robertson, Ald.
J. T. Armstrong, W. H. Goodeve, Jesse Kemp, H. R. Crowe.

Saturday, May 29, 1915

EIGHT-FOUR RECRUITS READY TO
SERVE IN KOOTENAY REGIMENT
Four Serbs Enlist, Anxious
To Strike Blow for Freedom from

Hated Yoke of Austrian Rule.
The number of men signing up as members ofthe Rossland-Trail Company, 54 Battalion, is on the increase. The
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supply is not too great for a lot of men are needed, but the total is now in sight at the Ross land Armoury is 84.
A few of the 84 are not yet sworn in. While some may fail to take the final step, there are others seriously
considering the duty before them and may heed the call of country.
Names of recruits not previous appearing in print with church preference and next of kin are as follows:
K. T. Head, R. C. T. Head, Rossland, J. Gunning, R. C., Capt. J. R. Jones, Mint., Tenn.

J. M. McLean, Pres., P. G. McLean, Rossland.
Charles W. Clark, Ang., Mrs. W. G. Clark, Victoria.
Carl W. Berg, Ang., Mrs. A. McLean, Trail.
Andrew Prior, R. C., T. J. Prior, St. Mary's, Kansas.
Of the above "Chuck" Clark has one year's training in the 103" regiment.

In addition, four Serbians have enlisted from Trail, L. Radakowsck, John Lakich, Mike Milarovich, R. Roderick.
These men are native of part of Austria which is predominated by Serbian blood instincts and sympathies, but
dominated by Austria. They are therefore alien enemies and are being specially dealt with in regards to
naturalization to permit them to go and strike a blow for freedom. Several others "Big Joe" and his pals, from
Britain's brave little ally, Montenegro, are taking the oath as well, pledging themselves to battle for King George.
The Armoury is a scene of activity with squad and musketry drill going on and the crack of rifles coming -----?----target practice.
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May 1915

SOLDIER ENJOY
SABBATH SERVICE
HELD IN RINK
City Band Escorts Company
From the Armoury to
St. Andrews
Church Patriotically
Decorated For Event

Sermon Was Strong Indictment
Against Enemy and Inspiration
For Noble Purpose
One of the most successful church parades ever held in Rossland, and one of the few services of a military character
was that of last night in St. Andrew's Presbyterian church, at which Rossland-Trail company recruits in the 54%
Battalion, attended in a body. The company was escorted from the annoury to the church by the city band, playing
martial airs, taking their place in the body of the church. About fifty recruits paraded, headed by Captain R. G.
Davies.
294

The edifice had been profusely decorated with flags of different British people, the pulpit being wrapped round with
the Union Jack, large ensigns draped across the front and strings of smaller flags stretched across the building.
Long before the hour of service people streamed into the church which, with the exception of the seats reserved for
the recruits, was completely filled before 7:30. As much extra seating accommodation as could be placed in the
building was taken up, while many found seats on the edge of the platform. In spite of this the ushers were unable to
find seats for all, many standing at the rear and many turned away. At least 450 people were in the building.
The sermon of the pastor, Rev. W Robertson, was a strong indictment of the cause of Britain's enemy, as well as of
their unparalleled atrocities, and a stirring call to arms with blow on blow on behalf of Britain and her allies. The
preacher dwelt on the beauty among the nations, but insisted with all his force on the continuation of the present war
until Germany militarism shall have been crushed to earth, never to again raise its head.
The sermon closed with some wholesome words of advice to the recruits, the preacher telling them they were going
forth in the cause of righteousness, liberty and civilization, and urging them to go in their strong, virile manhood, to
add luster to the name of Britain and repeat the heroic deeds of the brave men who have gone before.
The choir sang "The Radiant Mor," and a solo, "My Task," was exceedingly well given by Mrs. F. E. Armstrong.
"Onward Christian Soldiers," was the closing hymn and"God Save the King" was sung by the large congregation
with great heartiness.

Wednesday, June 2, 1915

SOLDIERS FAREWELL
ON FRIDAY NIGHT
AT SKATING RINK
Committee Decides to Hold Event,
Although 0. C. Has Not Received
·Final Orders
Arrangements Made For
Splendid Evening.
Red Cross Ladies Will Take

Charge of Refreshment
Program for Evening.
The "Soldier's Farewell," will be held Friday night in the Rossland skating rink.
This bas been definitely decided upon by the committee in charge. No final orders have been received by Captain
Davies, recruiting officer, as to when the Rossland-Trail company must report at Vernon concentration camp but
they are expected any time. Captain Davies thinks that the order will call for prompt action when they do come and
that little time will be allowed for farewell's once the orders are received.
For these reason and for the added reason that neither Saturday or Sunday nights are suitable for the holding of the
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lCent to form two platoons so that whether the Event, the committee has picked on Friday. A meeting of the various
committee heads was held last night at the home of the chairman of the Farewell, Rev. W. Robertson, and the
situation as outlined there certainly looks bright.

All committees were able to report splendid progress. They went straight to work following the organization and
already have the event well planned. The Program Committee has a most attractive series of numbers arranged,
including artist and speakers from both Trail and Rossland. The arrangement committee has done a great deal of
work on the rink building a fine platform and adequate seating accommodation. The decorating committee has been
hard at work and the large building will look most attractively patriotic as a result of their efforts. The Red Cross
meeting of last night, when the women ofthe city took hold ofthe refreshment part of the event with admirable spirit,
completed the work of organizat ion and no matter how soon the event takes place, Rossland will be ready for it.
So many Trail people wish to attend the farewell that a special train may be run to accommodate them. Interest is
remarkable keen in Rossland and the way things size up now, the Rossland skating rink will be taxed to overflowing
with the biggest and most enthusiastic crowd that has ever gotten into it.

Thursday, June 3, 1915

INTEREST INFAREWELL TO SOLDIERS
MANIFEST BY PREPARATIONS MADE
With the interest in the Soldiers' Farewell tomorrow night in the skating rink running high the publication of the
excellent program below wil1 convince the skeptics of what a gran d occasion it is to be. The following splendid list
of numbers were handed The Miner today by A. M. Betts, chairman of the entertainment committee:
1-Selection by the City Band.
2Chairman's opening remarks. (Rev. Robertson)
3-Solo "Your King and Country Needs You". Miss Lois Gambel.
4- Solo Arthur Wheeler. (Trail)
5Address: Mayor Willson.
6-Solo: Captain Davies.
7-Selection: Hall and Padberg's Orchestra.
8-Solo: Mr. Richards. (Trail)
9-Address: Mr. Reese. (Trail) 10-Solo: Miss May Prest.
11-Rossland Choral Society.
12-Trail: Italian Band
13-Golden City Quarte tte.
14-Address: L. A. Campbell, M. P. P.
15-Solo: Mrs. F. E. Armstrong.
16-Banjo Solo: Mr. Tom Cranna ge, (54% Battalion).
17-Address: Captain Davies.
18-Scholl Children: Patriotic Songs.
19-Address: E. S. H. Winn.
20-Solo: Mr. Fuller (Trail).
GOD SA VE THE KING
by the
MASS BANDS
Prior to the program, supper will be served to the recruits at 6:15 in the rink. The company will then march down
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town to the Band Stand where the City Band will play some patriotic airs. The citizens of Rossland as well as the
school children who will parade in force, will join in here and the whole assembly will march to the depot to take in
the Trail contingent of visitors, should a special train be run, then to the rink.

Thursday, June 5,

1915

LOYALTY ANDPATRIOTISMWEREKEYNOTE
TO FAREWELL BANQUET AND CONCERT TO
RECRUITS
Fully Twenty-five Hundred People Attend
Large and Most Representative Public
Demonstration ofAny Description
Ever Held Here.
Trail-Rossland Recruits Honoured
By Presentations From Citizens

Speeches by Rev. Wm. Robertson, Mayor Willson,

L. A. Campbell, M. P. P., Capt. Davis, Wm. Reese
And Many Others, Featured The Evening

Wh at Rossland can do, when stirred by a deep and consuming patriotism, is beyond even the hopes of the most
ardently patriotic of her citizens. Such vast applause as that which shook the structure of the rink. last night, will live
in the history of the city and the memory of her residents and her residents' children. The gran deur, the glory of such
a tribute to national patriotism and sentiment will live for long.
Never has such an event of such magnitude been held in Rossland. Some events are too deep for words. Feelings
were engendered last night that the true patriots do not flaunt. The roots of loyalty were laid bare and an enormous
gathering of people found themselves gazing upon their own sacred allegiance to a flag, to a principle, the existence
of which have been endangered by the challenge of powerful foe, as they did not deem possible. In the same way
that no Briton can describe the all-possessing, soul-consuming devotion to his King and Country, so words fail to
describe a meeting, the significance ofwhich lay in those things which are deep as love of life.

Shortly to Leave for Concentration Camp
The occasion was the extending of a suitable farewell to the Rossland and Trail recruits of the 54" Battalion, who
will shortly go to Vernon concentration camp, and later to the battlefields of Europe. With such a cause to work fro,
it is needless to say that the true Rossland spirit, so well known where ever Rossland is known was truly aroused.
Never gas this spirit so possessed Rossland as it did for this event. Efforts that were almost superhuman were put
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forth by the women of the city, who were given the support and co-operation of the men, with the result that the
grandest event held in Rossland for many years was a perfect success. It was conceived on a large scale, and carried
out on a larger one, with the admirable spirit of devotion patriotism runnin g through it all. Women and men seemed
animated and inspired by the one motive of honouring the brave men who carry the British bravery and British
freedom into the fight that tyra nny may be overpowered.

Great Credit Due the
Committee in charge.
The whole company of workers who made ready the farewell were evidently inspired, for the appointment should not
have been better planned nor more perfectly carried out to the minute detail. A thoroughness of organization marked
the occasion, which had been but briefly prepared for, yet which was not marred by the slightest discord or
unharm ony. The greatest credit is reflected upon the effiencently and energetic comm ittee which had the event in
charge.
The skating rink was dressed for the occasion. The dress, moreover, was most fashionable and becoming. Countless
flags hung everyw here, and especially around the platform, sent their appeal into every heart. For there were flags of
all nations who have joined together to suppress military -mad Germany. There were flags of England, Ireland,
Scotland, the Empire, Canada, France, Belgium, Russia, Montenego, Servia, Italy and there were representatives of
most of these nationalities there to proudly look upon them.

Striking Arrangement
For the Decorations
Nothing had been left undone by any committee. A striking arrangement of platform and seats, with a profusion of
flags, coloured lights and bunting made the rink on vast artistic beauty. No previous event in Rossland has been so
carefully planned. With such preparation, and with such an object, it is not surp rising that an enormous crowd
gathered in the large building. The whole ofRossland and part of Trail were there. The entire arena, most of which
was filled with seats, was a mass of humanity. The galleries and sides were crowded. The number oflittle children,
who packed in closely. Was great, with that a crowd estimated at 2500 people gathered to honour the men of the 54"
Battalion. The thong was augmented by at least 200 loyal citizen of Trail, 150 of which came up by special train,
and 50 of whom motored or drove. It was a vast gathering, in which the two cities were equal participants, for the
program was largely by Trail talent
It Was the ladies ofRossland, however, who made the event a crowning success. The first part of the farewell took
of form of a banquet for the recruits, served by the ladies who had organized at a meeting held under the auspices of
the Red Cross Society. A more beautiful table can scarcely be imagined than that which was laid for the soldiers'
supper at 6: 15 o'clock.
Never did men sit down to a more adequate repast than that which the 54" recruits were ordered to attack. They had
the fat of the land ofKootenay, to the right and left of them, the comrades who will shoulder muskets beside them
the finest of the fair sex of any land behind them. The richly laden tables were assaulted with vengeance yet all the
efforts of the valiant and brave failed to make more than a faint impression on the store of dainties that the ladies of
Rossland provided. A company of angles could not have more artistically dressed the tables with good thin gs with
electric lights, flowers, flags, etc., nor could they have better attended to the wants of the hundred fortunate men.
The banquet was begun with grace said by Rev. J. J. Nixon. At one side was Captain Davies, Major Archie
MacKenzie, L.A. Campbell, M. P. P., Lieut. Murdock Mackenzie. At the other side was Rev. W. Robertson,
chairman of the Farewell, Mayor W. D. Willson and Rev. Father MacIntyre.
The banquet was made additionally memorable for the recruits by finding a handsome engraved tobacco pouch and
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pipe gift from the citizens of Rossland, to the recruits of both cities. As they dined each one was also handed a neat
parcel of coloured handkerchiefs the gift of the ladies of the Maccabees. Later in the program, took place a
presentation to every Trail recruit, of a handsome wrist watch. Mrs. H. E. Wade the presentation after being
introduced by Nobel Binns. Captain Davis received his gift with the men, also receiving a wrist watch from the
citizens of Ross land.
After the banquet, the company paraded down town where a procession was formed. It was led by the Rossland City
Band, followed by sixty school girls in charge of Principal J.C. Robson; then came the recruits, 4 abreast, then some
of the dignitaries of the occasion, then the Fire Department Wagon, well decorated with flags ---------?---------(used
?)then the general public. They paraded to the C. P.R. Depot to escort the Trail visitors to the rink. The jam
at the rink entrance was very severe, but Dan Thomas who was in charge of the seating problem aided by Graham
Cruickshank, Jack Henderson, Jack Cocking, C. Corbett, and A. Williams was able to win out and place the crowd
systematically and orderly.
The crowd continued to pour in for an hour during which time the program began.
The same good management which characterize the preparation, marked the program. The chairman of the evening,
Rev. William Robertson, who was the chairman of the committees in charge of Farewell, was most felicitous in his
remarks and the master of the situation. Seats on the platform were occupied by Captain Davis, Rev. W. Robertson,
William Reese, Major A. B. Mackenzie, Captain Morgan, L.A. Campbell, M. P. P., J. H. Schofield, M. P. P., Ernest
Levy, M. E. Purcell, Fred S. Peters, H. E. Wade, G. T. Moir, Rev. Father MacIntyre, Rev. J. J. Nixon, Mayor W. D.
Willson, Aid. R. Stephens, J.C. Robson, G. A. Lafferty, F. Weir, Murdock Mackenzie, Arthur Wheeler, D. B.
Stevens. W. H. Goodeve, Nobel Binns. The program was carried out admirably by every participant, vocal,
instrumental, and oratorical. A note of loyalty ran through it all and the audience found abundant opportunity for
applause greeted this remark.
The chairman opened with an inspiring declaration that the mountain City and the Valley were meeting unitedly on a
very occasion. Many were going to take a trip to Europe, he said, which is considered a rare treat, there to join the
others who had gone on the trip before, and together a11 would visit the great city of Berlin. Enthusiastic applause
greeted this remark.
Berlin has been in the eye a great deal and would be much more prominent in the future than in the past. The war
would result in a long peace. (Applause) When the British flag is in danger, and the call goes out "Your King and
Country need you," these men on the right and left would go to accomplish a great work for civilization.
He spoke of the gathering together in the decorations of flags of all the Allies, adding that these would be merged
together into one by the united capture of the German capital. He felt like going himself and declared that he would
probably meet the boys there before the war was over.
In making the presentation to the Trail recruits Nobel Binns spoke warmly of the esteem and affection of the people
of Trail for their soldier. Wrist watches had been selected for them he said so that they could cable the exact hour
and minute on which they took charge of the city of Berlin. Mr. Binns escorted Mrs. Wade to the platform
introducing her with kind words and the Trail recruits were called upon individually to receive their handsome gifts.
William Reese was introduced by the chairman with references to the wounding ofhis son, Private Claude Reese. Mr.
Reese expressed the admiration of the citizens of Trail for the provision made for them. He spoke of the scene of the
event as a historic pot and mentioned that several of the heroes of the ice arena had come forward to do their duty. He
spoke earnestly of the duty devolved upon eligible young men to go to the front for their country. He traced the main
event of the war, emphasizing of the Canadian troops in the face of the German policy of frightfulness, and the great
things they had accomplished against trained soldiers. He called for all the men to fill up the ranks of the RosslandTrail company, as a great opportunity has come to avenge the memory of fallen comrades and friends. Mr. Reese
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paid a tribute to the wonderful silent work ofthe British Navy. Addressing the recruits, he laid on them the
responsibility and honour of going to battle and of coming out gloriously victorious. The City Band came in with
"Tipperary" as Mr. Reese closed his address and the audience sang heartily.
Lome Campbell, M. P. P., recalled the erection of the rink sixteen tears ago never thinking that it would be used for
recruiting. He spoke of the 60,000 Canadians at the front with 100,000 nearly ready to go, this being doner by the
Dominion with practically no organizati on. Rossland and Trail have already raised 84 men for their country. He
traced the main than any other in Canada according to population. What are we fighting for, asked Mr. Campbell if
not for the little children with their hands cut off, and in short, for our national existence? These recruits would be
heard from as heroically as had been the first. He felt sure that 150 recruits would enlist here before the boys left.
Mr. Campbell read a message from R. F. Green, M. P., received last night, stating that he had not been able to find out
definitely whether Italian reservists could be taken with the company or not and wishing the cause here every success.
He spoke of the great work being done in Canada in the turning out of 40,000 shells a day for the Allies, supplying
copper, the metal the men to manufacture and the men to use them. The war, he said was having an effect of making
Canada independent of other countries and she should have her own refineries to do the work. Mr. Campbell paid
tribute to Captain Davis and declared the parents should consider themselves fortunate to send their sons to battle led
by so gallant an officer.
Captain Davis was given an ovation on coming forward to speak and the whole assembly sang "For He's a Jolly Good
Fellow," standing, followed it with three hearty cheers and a tiger. The Captain spoke appreciatively ofthe fighting
speeches of Mr. Campbell and Mr. Reese and thanked both towns for their hearty co-operation in the work of
recruiting. He congratulated the people on their fine contnbution so far to the Empire and spoke hopefully of the
enlisting of enough men drawn from Rossland and Trail to make up the complete company. Captain Davis declared
that this was the biggest war in history, and while it was not very encourag ing at first he knew now that the Allies were
holding their own and a little better. (Applause) He quoted a Jetter from a brother who had recently fallen, he was
proud to say, at the front who said before he fell, that Britain was winnin g. The Captain called earnestly for men to
come forward in all humanity, not in spite of revenge, but to do their share of fighting. He closed by congratulating
the committee on one of the best organize d gatherings he ever attended and by expressing his great honour in having
had the privilege of becoming aquatinted with the people of Rolland and Trail.
The program was as follows:
Solo, "Your King and Country Need You," Miss Lois Gamble; Solo, "Sons of the Sea," Arthur Wheeler jr.; Solo,
"The Boys of the Old Brigade," and "The Deathless Army," Captain Davis; Selection, Rossland City Band; Solo,
"When the Boys Come Marc hing Home," and "Abadaba," Miss May Prest; Chorus, Rossland Choral Society; Solo,
part taken by Mrs. Bonner and Ernest Meachem; Selection, Trail Italian Band; Solo, Frank Arms trong, Rossland;
Banjo selection, Private Tom Cranage; Chorus, "The Red, White and Blue," and "O Canada," Rossland School Girls,
led by Miss Frances Brown; Solo, "There's a Land," and "The Veteran Song," Mr. Fuller; "Auld Lang Syne," was
sung by the entire assembly, followed by the National Anthem after the Captain had formed his men up before the
audience. Accompanists for the evening were Miss Marett, Miss Lois Gamble, E. H. Gamble, E. H. Leu, E. W. Hall.
Hearty cheers for the Rossland and Trail recruits at the call of Capt. Davis while cheers were given by the audience
for Captain Davis and the recruits. Hundreds ofthe guests enjoyed the hospitality of the ladies following the program
and helped to ease the heavy load on the commodious table.
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Thursday, June 5, 1915

Boys Of THE 54"" Ready To Go Away
The Rossland-Trail company of the 54" Battalion are being held ready for instant call to Vernon concentration camp.
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Leave expired at midnight last night, and no more will be granted, The recruits were given considerable liberty by
Captain Davis, and most of them visited relatives and friends in Trail and Rossland. The church parade to St.
Andrews' church, arranged for Sunday evening, was called off oh account of the brief time remaining for social
pleasures.
The number of recruits increased gradually and is up to 85. More men are expected to join, and in a few days
remaining before leaving Rossland, the number may reach 100. This will be sufficient to form two platoons so that
whether the two cities of Rossland and Trail have a full company or not, the boys will, remain together.
The new recruits to sign up are S. J. Bussel, of Rossland, who has several years experience the in the English
Territorials; Bere and Donohue, of Trail, and two Italians from Trail. The Captain has wired Col. Davies permission
to take the Italians.
Drilling is progressing satisfactorily.
messages, etc.

This morning one platoon was on outpost work and the other scouting, passing
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Saturday, June 7,1915
The recruits of the 54 Battalion secured from Rossland and Trail would be glad of the gift of baseball paraphernalia
not in use by enthusiasts of the city. The boys are leaving on Thursday or Friday for Vernon and the baseball mitts
etc., for which others may have no further use, will give them a great deal of pleasure which while in concentration
camp.
%k#¥######k##x#kt ###xx###t ut## kt ##±#t ##%%%kt #####%t #t ut##t at#t t #not#t t ##$#%##k#####t o

Tuesday, June 10, 1915
The 54 th Battalion recruits and a picked team from the Football Club played a game last night.
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Tuesday, June 10, 1915
If the recruits do not leave until Friday, a dance will be held will be held for them in the Armoury tomorrow night.

Wednesday, June 11, 1915
The last night the 54 th recruits will spend in Rossland for some time was a dance for a large of them and songs for
some others. . The dance in the Armoury was well attended and the company tripped joyously over the hardwood to
melodious strains supplied by Hall and Padberg's orchestra The Armoury was decorated for the occasion by
artistically inclined recruits flags and streamers featured the ball room. All enjoyed themselves.

Saturday, June 19, 1915
lt is stated that one or two of the recruits of the Third Company, 54" Battalion who went to Vernon, have been
rejected by the Medical Officer.
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Thursday, June 12, 1915

ROSSLAND BIDS "GOOD BYE"
TO HER SOLDIERS VOLUNTEERS

Leave Takings at C. P. R. Depot, Last Evening
Fraught with Tragedy for Those Who Bid
Gods Speed to Loved Ones.

"JERRY" THE MASCOT GOES
AWAY WITH THE COMPANY
Trail Citizens and Rosslanders, Have Every Reason to be
Proud of Men Forming Third Company of
The Fifty-Fourth Battalion.

Rossland keenly misses its soldier boys. The greater portion ofthem were from Trail. Several came in from
elsewhere, but Rossland supplied many and as the whole company made Rossland their home for some time. There is
a large vacancy since the C. P. R. Carried them away yesterday afternoon.
The whole city turned out to wish them Godspeed and good luck. The company paraded over from the Armoury,
while Captain R. G. Davis had conducted a recruiting and drilling station for several weeks. The crowd gathered
rapidly and long before the train thought ofpulling out the entire platform and station grounds were one mass of
humanity. As a tribute to the departing soldiers, all places ofbusiness closed for an hour or two, enabling all to
journey to the depot for a last farewell.
Alongside the platform the company formed up on two lines. Friends surged around, and, for nearly halfan hour a
continuous operation ofhandshaking, slapping on the back, cheery words and other forms offarewell were the order.
Many an eyes was wet in that crowd, for there were loved ones there, starting out on a serious mission. Most ofthe
mothers, wives, sisters and sweethearts had their real leave-taking earlier in the afternoon. But they were repeated at
the station. A touching scene resulted and many were deeply affected who were not relatives or intimate friends. For
all realized that the trip to Berlin would be attended by trying and dangerous experiences. The memory ofthe part
taken in the conflict by Rossland's first contingent did much to give the occasion something ofa serious tum , but
there was no spirit ofshirking a duty that falls upon this part ofthe Empire as it falls elsewhere. Rossland was proud
yesterday to see her sons going to fight the nation's battles. She was sorrowful that such times must be, but British
pride and Canadian loyalty were the deep-down emotions in the hearts ofRosslanders as the train pulled out. The
City Band played marital airs at the depot and as the train moved off. Cheers were given. Hats and handkerchiefs
were waved and the boys had gone.
The boys went away in good spirits. Many ofthose fellow anxious to get to the front. Some ofthem actually afraid
the war may end without them having struck a blow fro freedom and liberty. No finer body ofmen has left any
Canadian town. Rossland and Trail have reason to be proud.
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With the boys who will don the khaki went little "Jerry" the mascot of the company. "Jerry"" is a little brown dog, a
sedate, independent, dignified little fat doggie. He can tell a soldier from anybody else, and made it his business from
the start to look after the interests of the boys of the 54" Battali on. Residing at the Hoffm an with his master Phil
Donohue, "Jerry" had every chance to do his duty and be handy to his meals. The attachment eventually springing up
betw een dog and the soldiers made it impossible for "Jerry" to be left behind. He was bedecked with patriotic colours
with his companions on their to the front.
The Armoury is in darkness and in a state of stately, passive in maintain now, for a change. It seems rare sights in the
past few weeks. It has seen men waving their arms systematically to convey messages to comrades. It has heard
comm ands. once again, sharply spoken. It has heard the tread of many feet, in unison. It has felt the smell of
gunpowder and smoke and heard the crack of the rifle. AU this seemed like old times to the old stamping grounds of
the 102" Regiment, The Rocky Mountain Rangers, though this time a more serious note, the sense of war, was
apparent in the proceedings.
Off to Vernon went the Rossland-Trail company of the 54" Battalion. Wh ether the two towns succeed in having a
company of their own is uncertain, for, disappointing· as it may seem, the required number of men have not heard the
call to duty to form such a company. The men who went yesterday, however, will, it is practically certain, fight
through the war side by side. Just as Rossland boys in the first contingent, who have helped to make the world
resound with the echoes of their gallantry, while shoulder to shoulder and back to back, so these men who are
comrades now, will be comra des on the battlefield, in the face of German shot and shell.
Some of the men who went out on that train to Vernon concentration camp, have a good chan ce of seeing the front
very quickly. Before he left, Captain Davis said to The Miner that the drafty of two thousand men would be taken
from the Vernon camp to send them immediately to the firing line as reinforcements. Among these two hundred, no
doubt, will be included a few Rossland-Trail men, especially those who have seen active service and will not require a
period of trainin g. Ted Lee is such a man, eligible and anxious to go, and there are others.
It may be, also, that some wiJJ find the Medical Examiner at Vernon so rigid that they will not be included in the
battalion. Should this be so, it should be remembered by all that enlisting is a sacrifice for which a man deserves the
highest honour and praise. He has offered himse lf to his country. Ifnot included, it is because there are enough men
of strong physique to make it necessary for all to go, just yet. As was remarked in Rossland yesterday, after this war
men will be driven into two classes, those who have served the Empire on the firing line, and those who have not .
Some will serve well in continuing in their occupations of keeping the wheels of industry in motion. Others, will
shoulder their muskets and will face the foe. It will be well for a man to have a good reason for not going to the front,
for this will be, perhaps, a new standard of usefulness and patriotism.

Monday, June 19, 1915

ROSSLAND-TRAIL MEN
SHOOT STRAIGHTEST
According to advise received from Vernon, C Company formed of the men from Rossland-Trail are the crack shots of
the 54 Battalion and in consequence of this fact have been assigned to the important duty of Main Guard. D
Company mentioned by Sergt. Lee in his letter to The Miner, which appears elsewhere in this issue has already left for
the front, although not generally reported. The sailing of this company will also be kept a secret in a similar way to
the policy pressure by Military Authority, when previous detachments were sent overseas.
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Saturday, June 19, 1915

MEN TURNED DOWN
BY MEDICAL EXAMINE R
Twenty-SIX men from the 54 Battalion have been rejected as medically unfit for active servi ce.
The list below names being of those who failed to pass the Medical Examining Officer. Six ofthem enlisted in
Nelson: R. Smith, J. Nicholson, H. Lapointe, 0. Lan dereville, S. Dodd, W. Miskovich, A. Cromwell, K. H. Hallett, I.
A. Quinn, H.F. I. Biddem, T. Shann on, L. F. Fisher, D. I. Cody, W. Nelson, W. H. Henderson, C. Bridge, H. Leway,
I. Fisher, J. Carey, R. Hesketh, L. Blackman, I. Mulligan, S. Almstrom, J. Lulvere, L. Leschieh and G. Braki st.

Thursday, June 19, 1915

CAPT. DAVIS WRITES
OF CAMP AT VERNON
a letter received this morning by G. A. Lafferty from Captain R. G. Davis, states that the Rossland-Trail company of
th
the 54 Battalion, reached Vernon concentration camp in the pouring rain. Evidently, from Capt. Davis' letter, the
boys are experiencing Salisbury plain mud and moisture.
The Capta in's next statement is that the men from here were complimented on their good appearance. Captain Davis
states that he had been appointed Junior Major of the battalion, a position all his friends will be delighted to know he
has been picked to fill. He will have comm and of the left half of the 54 , including No. 3 Company, from here, which
is gratifying because of the attachment springing up between the Rossland-Trail men and the new Major, as well as
the confidence felt by him by relatives and friends of the recruits here. Captain Lucas, of Prince Rupert, has been
given comm and ofthe Rossland-Trail company.
The non-comm issioned officers have all been appointed. A Grand Forks man has the post of Company Sergeant
Major, while Private M.A. Orford, of Trail becomes C Company Quartermaster. The sergeants and corporals are
evenly divided, Major Davis states, according to the portion of men.
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Satur day, June 26, 1915

C" COMPANY OF
THE FIFTY-FORTH
MAY GO TO FRONT

Advices Received From
Vernon Indicates Rossland and
Trail Men May Go to Flanders
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Vernon Conditions are Very Pleasant
Major Davis Continues to be
Very Popular With Men-

Penticton Band is Secured.

According to advices just received from Vernon, it is possible that C Company , 54" Battalion, will go to reinforce the
badly shattered ranks of the Canadians. The time has not yet been definitely set for leaving.
The battalion, 918 strong, arrived at Vernon at 4:30 p.m. on Sunday June 13 and were met by the bands of the 47
and the C. M. And marched into camp, one mile from Vernon, in a very heavy rain storm. Next morning "C"
Company was all present. And to date has an absolutely clean record so far as crime is concerned.
On the 17 , Major Davis went to Penticton to swear on the Penticton Band, which had volunteered en masse, and will
be the band of the 54. Major Davis thinks it quite possible that "C" Company will go to England for reinforcements;
this company made up as follows; No. 9 platoon, Grand Forks; No. 10 an 11, rail and Rossland, and No. 12, Grand
Forks; but who will go in command is not yet known. Reveille is at 5:30, physical drill from 4:45 to 6:30; squad drill
8:30 to 11: 15 and again from 1:45 to 4:30.
For the first two days it was rather uncomfortable, but now everything is in good shape and there is absolutely no
complaints. J. A. Meldrum has been transferred to one of the Grand Forks companies.
Quartermaster Sergeant Orford was complimented on parade on the manner he handled the baggage during the trip to
Vernon and the company leads in every way, and are being held to the rest of the battalion as models of propriety and
good progress. Most of this is unquestionably due to Major Davis who has taken and is raking the keenest interest in
the men, and has done all he can to advance those worthy.

Monday,July 12, 1915

Subscriptions for the Purchase
of Machine Gun for C Company
54 th Battalion are Requested
With the assistance of the patriotic and public spirited of Ross!and, The Daily Miner with this issue, announced its
campaign for the purchase of a machine gun for the Rossland-Trail Company of the 54" Battalion.
One of the modern weapons, which has proven to be of such importance to the successful movements of troops during
the present war, will cost $1000, and it is this amount, which The Daily Miner, wishes to raise by popular subscription
in the interest of the corps of fine manly men who went from this district to fight the battles of the Empire.
Contributions, no matter how large or small, made payable to H. S. Langford, manager of the Bank of British North
America will be received and acknowledged by The Daily Miner in its column each day. As soon as the amount
named is received, Mr. Langford, custodian of the Machine Gun Club, will forward same to the proper military
authorities and make all the transactions public through the medium of this newspaper. It is found that subscriptions
come in so rapidly as to over-subscribe the fund, it may be decided to purchase two guns.
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Similar movements are a foot in other parts of the Province and Canada, and in view of added effectiveness such a
weapon gives ant Corps, to say nothing of the increase protection, the cause is a very worthy one, and should be
supported by all.

Thursday, July 15, 1915

MINER GUN FUND
Following are initial contributions to the Fund started by the Rossland Miner for the purchase of a Machine Gun for C
Company, 54" Battalion. H. S. Langford, Manager of the British North America Bank is the custodian of the fund.
Send in your subsc ription today:
Edward Job
James Anser
T. H. Armstrong
A friend
F. Wonnocoff
W.J. Evans

$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00

Monday, July 19, 1915

Conditions of Camp Life at Vernon
Very Agreeable Writes Sergt. Lee
Who Says "Miner" is Eagerly Read
The following letter from Sergt. Lee, of Ross land, now in training with C Company, 54 Battalion at Vernon. In it he
gives an idea of how much the boys appreciate the kindness of the people back home. This should prove an incentive
for subscription to the Gun Fund.
Editor, Rossland Miner:
Dear sir:I along with the rest of the Rossland boys wish to thank you for sending your paper to us. Bert Gill brings
them around to us and his trouble is to see that there is a copy in each tent as every one wants to read the paper at once
and the first tent he goes to every man in it wants a copy for himself. We also wish to thank the Rossland people for
their kindness to us all, and I want to thank them myself in particular, for their kindness to my wife. I wish to say on
behalf of the rest of the married men from Ross land that we are going ahead with our soldiering knowing that we have
left our families in good friends whilst we are away. Now, Mr. Editor if you think it is worth while to let the town's
people know how we find things here I'll tell it to you just as it appears to me. It sure was an eye opener too when I
got in camp to see all the arrangements made here for bathing, washing, cooking of meals and tables to sit at. There
are shower baths at each end of each line of tents and two wash bowls at each end of the line of tents, there are 2
coo king stoves and a series of tables to each company for the men to sit at to have their meals, and all the tents were
pitched for us. Now contrast that with the first camp I was in (Bulford Camp Salisbury Plain) we had 6 ½ miles to the
camp and then to draw tents, blankets and ground sheets, 6 men being told off each tent, the ground was marked out
and a peg placed where each tent pole should rest, and on the sound of the bugle all tents would go up together,
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there was 12 men to each which didn't leave much spare room seeing that they had their kit, rifles and old buff
equipment which had to be kept spotlessly clean, in the tents with them. There was only one water tap to get water
from for a 1000 men, the cooks had to make their own field kitchens to cook a roast or bake, and to boil water for tea.
They arranged two rows of "ditches" making a fire in between the rows and covering the fire by placing another row
of ditches resting on the other two, and the sanitary arrangements were the crudest, and we had to walk 2 miles to
reach a small pool if we wanted to have a swim, whereas, here there is a fine lake just a mile away with a good beach.
The men are sleeping on the bare ground and they have one ground sheet and two blankets, and so it was in my first
camp, with this difference, that we are camped on gumbo that forms very fine dust when it is dry and is being tramped
upon and it only takes a small amount of rain to make the camp very muddy and one can only take 6 paces without
collecting quite a lot of mud on their shoes, fortunately we get very little rain, where at Bulford Camp we got plenty of
rain but the ground was gritty and did not make conditions underfoot so bad. As far as food at Bulford it was
unusually badly cooked and the rations were small even when we got our full rations, whereas, here the food is well
cooked and there seems to be plenty for each man. The boys here have yet to learn a few tricks that help to make the
tent life agreeable, such as two men making their beds together so that their four blankets will give them 3 under and
three over them forming a kind of sleeping bag that they can roll about in without fear of being uncovered through the
night, or three men making their bed to have 4 blankets under and 4 over them, also to fold their clothes up so that
they can pack all their kit into a bag 2 ft. by lO in., and arrange their blankets and their kit in the tent to give them the
maximum of cleared space, the boys have not got all their equipment yet, but that's not stopping them from going
ahead with their training, for they are all anxious to get over to France. We have one company (D) leaving us on the
16" inst. for overseas and as all the Battalion wants to go and think they are fully qualified as D Coy., it has caused a
lot of grousing.
Now Mr. Editor I'll bring your attention to the enclosed clipping, they refer to my old regiment, the 2" Battalion who
went to France with the first expeditionary force and you can see by the magazine article when the I st Batt. Went over
there, the reason that l have enclosed those articles is that we hear very little of what particular line Regt. has done
over in France, and when they were calling for volunteers for this Batt. in Rossland, a certain young man without any
ties whatever passed the remark that they were saving the Regulars and letting the overseas troops and the Territorials
face the worst of it in France, of course, that is absurd but I think be was voicing another man's thoughts as well as his
own and doing a grave injustice to the Regts. and the men that are in them who are the least deserving of any such
remarks and if you would make this public you are doing a favour to very many others as well.
Sergt. E. J. Lee

Friday, July 23, 1915

MACHINE GUNS
ARE VITAL NEED
(Special to The Miner)

We are short of machine guns. The superiority of the German in materials are marked in heavy guns, in their high
explosive shells, in their rifles and perhaps most of all in their machine guns.
The Germans were fully prepared to batter down the deepest trenches of the enemy with heavy guns and high
explosives and to defend their own trenches with machine guns.
What the next move of the Germans will be it is not easy to forecast, but if it should be to concentrate upon our
people, it is vital in order to retain their position that every available machine guns which can be produced should be
turned out without the least delay.
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Our problem now is to organize victory, not to take, it for granted-Right Hon. David Lloyd George in the House of
Comm ons on June 23.

Friday, July 23, 1915

MINER GUN FUND
A total of seventy dollar s has already been contributed and the fun d for the purchas e of the mac hine gun which is to
be a personal gift ofRosslanders to their own home boys, has just been inaugura ted a few days. Don't hesitate about
sending in your subscription and mention the fun d to your friends. Your action will influence others.
Edward Job
James Ansen
T. H. Arms trong
A friend
F. Wonnocott
W.J. Evans
F. D. Lemeaux
Memory of late Judge Nelson
Memory oflate John Martin
R. Roberts
Rev. T. G. Barlow
W.S. Doig

$5.00

$5.00
$5.00

$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00

$5.00
$5.00
$10.00
$5.00
$10.00

Saturday, July 24, 1915

MINER GUN FUND
The importan ce of the Gun Fund recently organize d by the Min er, is just being realized according to the contributions
received yesterday. When the Miner first decided to inaugurate the fun d, it is actua ted by the necessity of providing
adequate armament for the company of brave boys who went from here, and, in this regard came to the conclusion
that the gift should be representative ofRossland. Representative, in that the gift would come from every man,
women and child in the city, who were willing to subscribe even the smallest amount towards the gun.
Any amount is welcome; we have made that statement through these columns before. We realize that everyone cann ot
make a large donation, and we do not ask large donations, we just want everyone to do his or her share, Trail which
starte d a fun d the other day, has already over three hundred dollars subscribed and Nelson has nearly enough money
for two guns . As loyal citizens ofthis city, we should, aside from the reason of patriotism to the cause ofthe Empire,
at least not to be behind hand in this manner.
Edward Job
James Ansen
T. H. Armstrong
A friend
F. Wonnocott
W. J. Evans

$5.00
$5.00

$5.00
$5.00
$5.00

$5.00
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F. D. Lemeaux
Memory oflate Judge Nelson
Memory of late John Martin
R. Roberts
Rev. T. G. Barlow
W. S. Doig
E. S. H. Winn
Hugh Henderson

$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$10.00
$5.00
$10.00
$25.00
$20.00

Saturday, July 24, 1915

HEDLEY CONTRIBUTES
TWO MACHINE GUNS
(Special to The Miner)

VERNON, B. B., July 24 Major Megraw, of this city, Inspector of Indian Agency, received a telegram on Tuesday,
from his old home town of Hedley, placing at his disposal the prise of two machine guns, contributed by the citizens
of that place to the 54 Battalion. Half of this amount was raised by the employees of the Hedley Gold Mining Co.,
and the remainder by the citizens of the town.
Hedley has a population of less than a thousand, but its inhabitants have shown their intense patriotism in many ways
since the war started, having sent a large number to join the colours, and being extremely generous in the
contributions to various funds.
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Tuesday, July 27, 1915

MINER GUN FUND
Over three thousand dollars towards the purchase of machine guns for the 54" battalion has been subscribed in Hedley
in addition to all that places has done for other charities contingent upon the war. There is still plenty of opportuni ty
for giving in the fund recently inaugurated by this newspaper. Send in your contribution to H. S. Langford, Manager
of the Bank of British North America.
Edward Job
James Ansen
T. H. Armstrong
A friend
F. Wonnocott
W. J. Evans
F. D. Lameaux
Memory of late Judge Nelson
Memory oflate John Martin

R. Roberts
Rev. T. G. Barlow

$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$10.00

$5.00
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W. S. Doig
E. S. H. Winn
Hugh Henderson
A friend

$5.00
$25.00
$20.00
$5.00

Wednesday, July 28, 1915

MINER GUN FUND
Rewarded for an afternoons energetic work on behalf of The Miner's Gun Fund, Messrs. E. S. H. Winn and
Magistrate R. E. Plewman, yesterday secured $28.00, for the patriotic movement.
The response to the request for fun ds was practically generous and the speedy completion of the fun d is now assured
as a much greater degree of interest is being manifested with the growing realization of its importan ce.
The following amounts pledged by various firms, speak for themselves. Send in your subscription today.
Hunter Bro. Staff
Smith and Belton
R. E. Plewman
A. M. Betts
E. F. Morris
P. Burns & Co.
Geo. H. Green
Sam Patterson
G. W. Waistell
H. Hafliger
Ross land Clothing Co.
A. M. Johnson
R. W. Timms
J. H. Feeney
James Plester
George Ow ens
J. H. Lee
John Mc'Swain
Hunt Bros.
John Petroni
McDonnell & Costello
W. Wadds
C.H. Wallace
W. F. McNeill
Jesse Kemp
C. W. Taylor
J. H. McDonald
Miss Ward
H. Graham

$100.00
$25.00
$5.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$10.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$2.00
$2.00
$2.00
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Previously Subscribed
Edward Job
James Ansen
T. H. Armstrong
A friend
F. Wonnocott
W. J. Evans
F. D. Lemeaux
Memory oflate Judge Nelson
Memory of late John Martin
R. Roberts
Rev. T. G. Barlow
W.S. Doig
E. S. H. Winn
Hugh Henderson
A friend

$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$5.00
$10.00
$25.00
$20.00
$5.00

Thursday, July 29, 1915

MINER GUN FUND
Readers of The Miner have just about reached halfway point in subscribing the money necessary for providing a
Machine Gun for C Company of the 54" Battalion. Remember the smallest amount will be welcomed. Just give what
you think you can afford and when some of our boys return they will thank you personaHy. Send in your bit to H. S.
Langford, manager of the Bank ofNorth America. He is the custodian of the fun d.
Following is the amount already paid and pledged;
$401.00

Previously acknowledged

Friday, July 30, 1915

MINER GUN FUND
With the amount necessary for the purchase of a Machine Gun for the Rossland-Trail Company, 54" Battalion,
already nearly half subscribed, the prospects of an early and successful conclusion to the fund is brighter than ever. A
number of residents have expressed their intention ofmaking donations and these are urged to send money to H. S.
Langford, manager of the Bank of British North America as soon as possible in order that there will be the latest
possible delay in ordering the gun.
Following is the list already subscribed:
Previously acknowledged
Frank Rayner

$413.00
$5.00
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•F
. Feeney
Miss Tasker
Ruth Fry

$5.00
$2.00
$.50

Monday, August 2, 1915

MINER GUN FUND
The Gun Fund on Saturday received the first contribution from a child. The amount was not large but it illustrated

that one at least of the juvenile population had recognized the worthiness of the cause.
If each boy and girl in Rossland would give 25 cents or 50 cents toward the fund, several hundred dollars would be
realized and the children could justly feel that it was through their efforts that a gun had been supplied to the company
from Rossland and trail men, who went with the 54 Battalion
Remember any amount is acceptable only send it in today. Now is the time.
Previously acknowledged

$425.00

**************************************************************************************************
Monday, August 2, 1915

REGIMENTAL FUND
FOR FIFTY-FOURTH

DIRE NECESSITY
WITH SUCH FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE
PROVIDED, THE MEN WOULD
BE INCALCULABLE BENEFITED
CAMPBELL CONSIDERS
ACTION ADVISABLE
Money Could be Raised From Every
Section ofKootenay From Which
Recruit Were Drawn
That the 54 Battalion as a whole, and the company that went from Rossland and Trail in particular, are being
whipped into shape and now forms a creditable corps, was the information which L. A. Campbell brought back with
him from Vernon open Saturday.
Mr. Campbell saw all the Rossland boys and reported them to be in the best of health, and enjoying camp life. The
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food is good and every comfort possible being provided for the men. In the inspection, recently conducted at the
camp by General Lessard, of Ottawa, the 54" were pronounced as a well-trained and well-officered battalion, and
quite on a par with the 47, which is considered the crack regiment of the camp.

Regimental Life
There was one thing which Mr. Campbell considered essential to the welfare of the Kootenay boys, and that was the
inauguration of the regimental fund. At the present time most of the other corps had this kind ofa fund, and, as a
result, were able to procure many comforts and necessities that they would otherwise be deprived of. Such a fund
could be raised throughout the Kootenay and from every district from which the men enlisted. It could, at the start,
consist of say $2000, and be augmented at a rate of $500 a month, the treasurer being the Colonel of the Corps or
some other party. The men would then be better looked after in every way.

Other Have It
That the other battalions enjoy similar funds, were enjoying the things provided by it, made a lot of the 54" harder by
comparison, was the statement of Mr. Campbell, who pointed out that the government had provided all necessary
equipment and good rations, that there was still many good uses to which such money could be put .
Mr. Campbell refers to the fruit growers of the Okanagan as "hard up" and states that Rossland has
thankful for in the conditions prevailing here.

as much to be

Wednesday, August 4, 1915

ROSSLAND-TRAIL MEN LEAYING
IMMEDIATELY FOR THE FRONT
C COMPANY AND OVERSEAS DRAFT OF 850 MEN, WILL DEPART
FOR OVERSEAS SERVICE WITHIN FEW WEEKS--ENTIRE
BATTALION WILL GO
That C Company of the 54 Battalion now stationed at Veron will leave shortly for overseas, is the information
brought to the city by soldiers enjoying a furlough here.
It is stated by these men that the Ross land- Trail men will leave within the course of a few weeks as a draft to reinforce
certain regiments now at the front, which have suffered heavy casualties in the recent fighting. C Company will be
followed almost immediately by the balance of the battalion, which is considered to be in the best shape for overseas
service of any at the Vernon concentration camp.

Tooker Commands
C Company is now under the command of Lieut. Tooker and Lieutenants Woodward, Audy and Rapnael, of
Vancouver, and Lieut. A. D. McQuarrie, of Nelson, will accompany the draft which includes all the recent enlisted
men from Rossland And Trail.
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Everybody wants to go on the next overseas draft and only 850 men are called for.

Are Inoculated
The 54" Battalion officers and men are being inoculated for typhoid and vaccinated for small pox. Their teeth are
being attended to by the Dental Corps. It is expected that this battalion will go forward as a unit and will not be called
upon to send any further drafts. The 47 Battalion is also expe cted to be sent as a whole to its training base in
England.

Appointments Made
Lieut.-Col. W. M. Davis, officer commanding the 54 has approved the following appointments effective July 29:
To be Lance-Corporal Private S. G. H. Steel; to be Lance-Corporal, Signalling Section Pte. J. DeLauter.
The following provisional appointments have been approved by the officer comm anding 45" Batta lion:
To be Sergeant-Major C Company, Pte. L. S. Funson, vice C. S. M., W. T. Schmehl, reverted to rank of Sergeant; to
be Lan ce-Sergeant, Corp. W.R. Webster. B Company, vice Lance-Sergeant F. H. Wilkins on; to be Corpo ral, LanceCorpo ral A. Black, vice Corp. W.R. Webster promoted to be Corporal in D Company; Ptes. C. Clark, R. W. Scott, F.
Hannell.
Sergt. D. H. Wilkinson of B Company, S4" Batta lion has been gran ted his discharg e so that he may join the Imperi al
service.

Thursday, August 5, 1915

NOT ALL SMOOTH
SAILING AT CAMP
OF FIFTY-FOURTH
E.S.H. DECLARES THAT
THERE ARE A NUMBER
OFLITTLEMATTER TIIAT
WANT RECTIFYING
MEN ARE REQUIRED TO

BUY THEIR UNIFORMS.
Men Eat in Blazing Sun Without any
Protection, with Thermometer
116 in the Shade.
Retuning from an automobile trip to Vernon, where they were attending court proceedings. E. S. H. Winn, Magistrate
Plewman, H. R. Townsend, Government Agent, and William lrvine, Police Magistrate ofNelson, reached Rossland
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yesterday afternoon after a very enjoyable trip, during which they visited the big concentration camp at Vernon and
saw all the Rossland and Trail with C Company of the 54" Battalion, which is to leave shortly for the front. The trip
was made in Mr. Winn's automobile, the 270 miles separating Rossland and Nelson being covered without mishaps
and being thoroughly enjoyed by the various members of the party .

Conditions at Camp
Speaking to The Min er of conditions prevailing at the Vernon concentration camp, Mr. Winn declared this morning,
that everything was not quite as satisfactory as people had been led to believe. The pay of the men had not been
regular and there was strong evidence of inefficiency in connection with the paymaster's department. The men ate in
the open and last Sunday with the thermometer 116 in the shade, the hot meal was served under a blazing sun, there
being no marque mess tent to protect the soldiers from the terrible heat.

Sanitary Conditions
The sanitary conditions at the camp were parti cularly good, according to Mr. Winn and the cleanly and careful
manner in which all waste was disposed of, ensure the men against epidemic. Owing to the dry climate and the sandy
nature of the soil, the fly was practically unkn own.
Although only part of the Battalion has been supplied with uniform, the men had been supplied were docked $10.00
in their pay. No underclothing or socks had been served, although the men had been several months in camp. There
was no recreation tent as in the other battalions, and the shoes served out were oiled tanned, which, owing to the sun,
blistered the feet dreadfully for the first weeks of wear until the oil had been dried out. The equipment of rifles had
just been completed.

Deductions of Pay
There were many complaints made by the men that deductions for laundry, haircuts and other small things had been
made. Married men were complaining that separation allowances were not coming through promptly, and that they
never knew when they could get their money.

Mr. Winn suggested that a party ofRossland and Trail men interested in the men should make an automobile trip to
the camp and investigated ast first hand the conditions prevailing and make a report of the matter to Ottawa, with a
view of abrogating conditions or any cause for complaint.

Major Davis Popular
Major Davis was the most popular officer with the men according to Mr. Winn, and this official was continually
looking out for the comforts of his men. Other matters in connection with the Battalion were perfectly satisfactory
and the causes for complaint were quite evidently due to imperfect organization which could be remedied by proper
systemisation of the work in han d.

Mr. Winn referred to the splendid condition of the corps in the country through which he travelled, and stated that
unbounded optimism existed among the growers that their venture would ultimately succeed as soon as market
conditions picked up.
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Monday, August 9, 1915

MINER GUN FUND
Penticton, a Southern Okanagan town of about 2000 population, had given five hundred men since the
commencement of the war. Though Okanagan growers are powerably hard up, the money for 3 machine guns will be
available before very long. A subscription was started the other day and one hour later nearly ?- was available.
One man gave a magnificent stallion worth over a thousand dollars to be raffled for a machine gun. The animal will
bring over 1200 dollars by this means. This illustrates what the people can do when patriotically inclined.
Already subscribed
Agnew and Co.

$483.75
$5.00

Tuesday, August 10, 1915

MINER GUN FUND
Already Subscribed

$488.75

Wednesday, August 11, 1915

MINER GUN FUND
Already Subscribed

A. B. MacKenzie
Maurice Wilson

$488.75
$10.00
$2.00

Thursday, August 12, 1915

MINER GUN FUND
Already Acknowledged

$500.00

The Daily Miner's Machine Gun Fund has now passed the $500 mark. AU the subscriptions so far have been
voluntary on the part of the Daily Miner's readers.
Rossland should by all means send one gun. If you have not already subscribed, sent your subscription now to Mr. H.
S. Langford, Manager of the Bank of British North America. Who is custodian of the Fund and will receive any
amounts.
Recently two little, Ruth Fry and Belle George gave 50 cents and 25 cents respectively. lf every child in Rossland
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would give something the fund would soon be complete. The Miner would like to see the little tots get busy and
complete the fund and will gladly acknowledge receipt of any amount. Send in your subscriptions immediately. Do it
now.

Thursday, August 12, 1915

MINER GUN FUND
Already acknowledged
Centre Star and War Eagle
Mine Committee
Le Rbi Mines
Little Miss Gwendolyn Wilkes

$500.75

$275.00
$125.00
$1.00

The Miner Gun Fund has now reached the grand total in cash and subscriptions pledged of $901.75.

In this distribution ofthe monies raised among the miners, who are so generously donating each month to various
funds, $275.00 was on yesterdays allotted to The Dail Miner Gun Fund by the committee from the Centre Star and
War Eagle mines, having the matter of distribution of the funds in charge.
The amount necessary for purchasing one of these much desired weapons by the men at the front fighting our battles,
is now assured.

Get busy. Send in your donations now. The Daily Miner, when the fund is complete, will publish in full the names of
every donor.
The fund should be completed by the end of the month.
H. S. Langford, Manager ofthe4 Bank of British North America, who has been designated by The Daily Miner as
custodian of the fund, will receive subscriptions for any amount.
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Monday, August 16, 1915

THE FIRST ROSSLAND MACHINE-GUN
The sum of$1000, subscribed as stated below, bas been forwarded through the Bank ofMontreal to the Minister of
Militia and Defence at Ottawa.
Archibald Munro
Baker, William
Bank of Montreal Staff
Browne, D.J.
Burnett, Ail
Campbell, L. A.
Chandler, Dr., A. B.
Clegg, H. G.

$25.00

Coffin, Dr., J. W.

$25.00

$25.00
$25.00
$25.00

$25.00
$25.00

$25.00
$25.00
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Dechamps, J. S.
Embleton, Mr. & Mrs. Thomas
SIing, W.K.
Gilmore, T. S.
Goodeve, W. H.
Gunning, Dr. W. N.
Jordan, J. M.
Lafferty, G. A.
Langford
Le Rbi No. 2, Ltd.
Levy, Ernest
MacMillian, Alfred
MacDonald, D.J.
Miles and Staff, C. J.
Montgomery, E./ G.
Pincott, C. F. R.
Racey, Mr. and Mrs. P. W.
Teman, W.G.
Thomas, Dan
Winn, E. S. H.
Total

$25.00

$100.00
$25.00
$25.00
$25.00
$25.00
$25.00

$25.00
$25.00
$100.00

$150.00
$25.00

$25.00
$25.00
$25.00
$25.00

$25.00
$25.00

$25.00
$25.00
$1000.00

For the benefit of future donors of machine guns , we print the following copy of a letter from the Militia and Defence
Department of Canada:
Minis ter's Office, Ottawa
5 August 1915
Dear Sirs: I beg to acknowledge the receipt ofyou inquiry of the

30 untimo, as to machine guns .

We are suggesting to donors of machine guns that they forward the money subscribed to this Department, who will
arrange the purchase of the guns and credit the donor with the gift. The only gun obtainable is the Lewis Machine
Gun, costing $1000 each. A large order to provide the many gifts the public are making has already been placed, and
delivery is expected in November.
As to the assigning of the gun which you propose to donate, should the battalion be oversea, it would be quite feasible
to assign the gun to such a battalion, but if on this side, there is much probability oftheir identity being preserved
overseas, inasmuch as they will be reinforcing units for furnishing drafts that will be forwarded from time to time.
With this consideration in view, and the Militia necessity which may arise from time to time, we shall be very glad to
carry out the wishes of the donors with regard to the assigning of the guns.
Thank you for your endeavours in this direction.
Believe me, yours faithfully
(Signed)
James A. Lougheed
Acting Minister
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Thursday, August 19, 1915

REX THEATRE WILL
AID THE GUN FUND
Popular Amusement Place Wiil Give
Benefit Performance For The
Daily Miner Gun Fund
Program of Local Talent.
Manager Prest, ofthe Rex Theatre, has arranged a most delightful program for tonight's performance, the proceeds of
which go towards the closing ofThe Daily Miner's Machine Gun Fund, which is almost completed, the amount
pledged and paid now amounting to over $900.00.
Besides the usual very interesting program ofpictures, several ofRossland's local talent have kindly donated their
services in aid ofthe movement, the program being as follows:
Mixed Quartette-Mrs. Bert Hamilton, Mrs. W. Trembath and Messrs. Couch and Harvey.
Concertina-Sam Forteath
Vocal solo-W. H. Balentine
Recitation- Mrs. Ashby
Vocal sol-Cecilia and May Prest

Vocal solo-Misses Alice Isaacson and Lucille Johnson
Mandolin- Mr. Lawson
The price will be 10 and 15 cents and it is anticipated a crowded house will greet those who have loaned their services
for such a worthy cause.

Friday, August 25, 1915

REX ENTERTAINMENT
AID THE GUN FUND
A Representative Turnout of Loyal
Citizens to the Benefit Performance
In Aid of Daily Miner Machine
Gun Fund-Local Artists
Enthusiastically
Received
The audience enjoyed the very delightful program at the Rex Theatre last evening by Manager Prest, in aid ofthe
Daily Miner's Gun Fund.
The program consisted ofvocal and instrumental by local talent, and taking the affair an through it was one ofthe
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most enjoyable evenings spent by Rosslanders for some time.
Every artist was warmly greeted and all were compelled to respond to encores.
R. W. Grigor, in his usual pleasing manner, acted as chairman for the evening, and in a few chosen remarks
appropriated to the occasion, welcoming the audience, and paid tribute to the objects for which the meeting was held,
making reference to the film "The Sign ofthe Cross" a story ofthe days when the Romans' ruled with an iron hand
and which was quite appropriate to the occasion, many parts ofthe film depicting the terrible suffering ofthe
Christians under such rule. The chairman's reference to the picture in making comparison ofthe fight we are now
waging for religious and civil liberty over Germany's idea ofthe future, was received with such applause.
The entertainment netted The Daily Miner's Gun Fund $25.00 leaving only a small amount to be realized to complete
the fund.
The following took place in the evening's entertainment:
Mixed Quartette-Mrs. Bert Hamilton, Mrs. W. Trembath, Messrs. Couch and Harvey
Concertina-Sam Forteath
Vocal soloW. H. Ballentine
RecitationCecilia and May Prest
Vocal soloMiss Alice Isaacson
Accompanists-Miss H. Trembath and Edward Han
At the conclusion ofthe performance the audience arose and joined in singing "God Save the King."
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Tuesday, August 31, 1915

NOW DEFINITELY SETTLED
THAT THE 54 WILL LEAVE FOR
THE FRONT WITH OTHERS
Ottawa, Aug. 31--The important announcement was made today by Senator Lougheed, acting Minister ofMilitia, that
twelve complete battalions were about to be sent over to England.
Among the battalions definitely selected to go is the 54 Kootenay Battalion, now in training at Vernon, B. C.
The 54" was formerly commanded by Col. Davis, who is now raising a pioneer regiment. In the Kootenay country
most ofthe able bodied men are engaged in the production ofmaterials for the manufacturing of ammunitions.
In view ofthis condition, it is not likely that the Kootenay district will be called upon to furnish many additional drafts
for the front. The official announcement stated that "with a view to providing an interrupted supply of
reinforcements, it has been decided to increase by twelve the number ofbattalions now serving in infantry depots."
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Tuesday, August 31, 1915

CAMP CONDITIONS
AT TENT CITY
GREATLY IMPROVED
Vernon, Aug 31-Camp conditions under the new Battalion Commander, Major A. H. G. Kemball, are shaping
themselves towards a much satisfactory state. The dissatisfaction of a few weeks ago is gradually given way to a
feeling of confidence among rank and file, and the daily routine of' the 54 Battalion is slipping along happily as the
proverbial marriage bell
The blazing sun which formerly shone down with unrelenting rays upon the mess tables of the men, is now screened
off, and the open air dining room of the 54% is protected with a roof of white canvas, in the shade of which a man
may eat without the discomfort which usually accompanies his meals.
There is another little matter which the new Battalion Commander has insisted upon, and that is the prompt payment
of the men on the fifteenth and last of each month. This has been a mighty popular decision with the men.
It seems that a recent article in The Miner rather stirred up the authorities. At first there was some little indignation
among the powers that be. The men, however, who had experienced difficulties in securing their pay, and who were
still waiting for separation allowances to be forwarded to their wives, sure appreciated that bit of prose, for it
awakened the dormant machinery of the fin ancial end in such a way that the separation allowance for the delinquent
periods will be promptly paid at the end of each month, and the prospects of delays in the future is greatly lessened.
It may be explained in this connection that the application for separation allowance is made through the Pay Office
of the battalion at the same time a man makes his pay assignment. In this way, if the matter is promptly attended to,
there should be no delay in the receipt of the money by the dependents of the soldier, as the payment should occur
automatically. Just where this delay has occurred, whether in the paymaster's office or further along, does not
appear quite clearly.
In the matter of the Patriotic Fund there has been considerable misunderstanding, but practically all the difficulty
appears to have been caused through improper application, and in places where the work of the branch is looked
after by a competent man, there has almost invariably been little difficulty.
The departure of the Trail and Rossland men, forming part of the "overs draft" of the former C Company, is still a
matter of speculation and may take place at any time. The officers express the opinion that the winter campaign will
be just such another colourless affair as last year, and that it will be the policy to keep a few men as possible in
France, the real drive, for which Kitchener has been trained and made ready a magnificent army, to take place in
Mayor June.
The training at Vernon Camp upon the recruits is very apparent. Pale, narrow-chested men who barely squeezed by
the medical, have in a few weeks developed into thick-necked, sunburned, muscular men, fit to do a days work of the
toughest kind without difficulty. The recruiting is going on very rapidly, the 54"apparently drawing more men than
all the other battalions combined. In spite of the two drafts from the Kootenay Boundary, there is every indication
that each company will be recruited right up to strength in a few days. Young men wearing red, white and blue
rosettes in the left buttonhole are coming in every day by the tens and twenties. Lieut. Ned Bently came in last night
from the Cariboo Country where he recruited a bunch of hardy prospectors, who populate that portion of the
province and the recruiting work of Major Davis and others has produced similarly results. Dr. Borden of Nelson is
perhaps the most prolific recruiting medium of all, and the men that he picks up come in almost daily.
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Thursday, September 2, 1915

ROSSLAND-TRAIL
MEN HOME FROM
VERNON ON LEAVE
Ten ofRossland's recruits who left here with the last contingent, arrived home last night on a short leave, and each
and everyone of the boys looked spick and span in his new uniform, and all speak in high terms of the conditions
now prevailing in the camp at Vernon,
In an interview with a representative of The Daily Miner of the party said: "better conditions could mot prevail that
any military camp than those experienced by the soldiers at Vernon. We have been supplied with everything that
make for comfort, and the food is in good quantities and prepare in an appetizing manner."
The appearance of the men would verify every claim of the speaker, for they present a good, healthy appearance and
bear all the evidence of having been taken care of.
Another soldier remarked, "the clothing and everything supplied and that was in sufficient quantities and the very
best made every man comfortable and well satisfied."
Of course the "boys" are anxious to get to the front and do what they can in aid of the fighting for liberty that is now
being waged by the Allied forces, and if appearances count for anything the 54 will make their mark when the time

comes.
Those in the party , aside from several Trail men, are E. T. Cooper, F. E. Hunt,T. Scanion, T. Hanna , E. W. Wyles,
Teddy and Jack Lee, Arthur Leighton, J. Humphreys and W. Bates all ofRossland.
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Saturday, September 4, 1915

FAREWELL
TONIGHT IN
ARMOURY
Public Reception To Be Given
The Soldiers Here On Leave
-Address By Several
Speakers, Together With
Music, Song and Dancing
Will Constitute Program
Be on hand at 8 o'clock sharp.
Tonight, at the Armoury , a public reception, to which everyone is invited, will be given the recruits who have arrived
in Rossland from the Vernon Camp, and who are scheduled to return to the camp Monday afternoon, making it
impossible for them to be in Rossland and participate in the exercise of the evening arranged for Labour Day.
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Rev, W, Robertson has been named as chairman of the meeting and speakers will address the gathering. Several
soloists will render selections and a musical program will be among the forms of entertainment provided for the
"boys."
After the excursuses dancing will be indulged in, and it is hoped that the affair, which will be the last entertainment
that can be offered the men before they leave, will be well attended.

An effort is being made by some of the friends of the soldiers who are in the city from Vernon, to have their leave
extended until Tuesday evening, in that they can participate in the exercises of Labour Day, which program will
extend into the evening of Monday. It is to be hoped they will be successful in their efforts.
The following program has been arranged:
Prof. Leu will act as accompanist to Miss Lois Gamble, and Messrs. Bett, Roberts and Pte Wilders, who will sing.
Sergeant Lee will also address the gathering, and the Eagle Band will discourse music during the evening.
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Monday, October 4, 1915

MINER MACHINE GUN
SUBSCRIBERS TO MEET
The Daily Miner's machine gun subscribers, who aided in raising $1900 recently for the purchase of a machine gun
are requesting to meet in the City Hall next Thursday evening at 8 o'clock, since the money must be disposed ofin
some other manner that for which it was originally subscribed, the officials in Ottawa declining all such
contributions at this time, having supplied all these weapons necessary.
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Friday, October 8, 1915

"MINERS GUN FUND"
WILL BE GIVEN TO
THE PATRIOTIC FUND
At a meeting of the "Miner Machine Gun Fund" subscribers held in the City Hall last night to decide what should be
done with the amount subscribed to the fund since the government could not accept money for the purpose for which
they were so generously given. It was decided that the amount would be turned over to the Canadian Patriotic Fund
with the exception of $100.00, which will be retained and used from time to time in caring for the imprisoned
soldiers in Germany.
Rev. Robertson acted as chairman of the meeting and William Elletson was made secretary. Together with the
chairman and the secretary, Mr. H. S. Langford was made a member of the committee of three to investigate the best
method of getting to the prisoners such financial assistance or articles as they may be in need of.
It was the sense of the meeting that such an action would meet with hearty approval of the subscribers inasmuch as
the demands upon the4 Patriotic Fund are very great and will be on the increase and the work of the officials is along
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the lines most generally approved ofby everyone in that the soldiers and their dependents are obtaining the relief
which every patriotic citizen desires they should have.

Tuesday, October 19, 1915

RAZORS SENT FROM HERE
WILL GO TO MEN AT FRONT
Capt. Murdock Mackenzie is in receipt ofthe following letter from Thomas B. Lee, ofToronto to whom a number of
razors were sent some time ago to be put in shape and sent to the men at the front.
Capt. Mackenzie was successful in obtaining quite a number and they were sent to Mr. Lee immediately, he having
agreed to put all razors in shape that were sent to him and would forward them to the soldiers.
Dear Sir: I thank you very much for your package ofrazors and the interest you have taken in collecting them.
That your efforts will be appre3ciated and go much towards the health and comfort ofthe troops goes without saying
although after all no matter how much we may do here it is very little in comparison with what they are doing to us.
You no doubt will be pleased to know already I have received over 10,000 and with the continued intgerest that is
being taken in the matter, I have great hopes ofincreasing the number to 25,000.
Again thanking you.
Yours truly
Thomas B. Lee
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Saturday, November 6, 1915

RED CROSS TO SEND
CHRISTMAS GIFTS TO
BOYS AT THE FRONT
Soldiers From Rossland District Will
Be Remembered-Promptness
In Response to Call
Is Urged.
The Rossland Red Cross Society decided to send parcels ofChristmas gifts to all men from the Rossland district who
are at the front, or in England or prisoners in Germany. Contribution ofsuch articles as the following will be very
welcome and may be left at the Red Cross rooms: socks, strong wool or lined gloves, chewing gum, chewing tobacco
and cigarettes, soap (shaving and toilet), tooth brushes, coloured handkerchiefs, lead pencils, writing pads and
envelopes, figs, dates, raisins, small fruit cakes, and plum pudding , oxo cubes, chocolate bars, etc.. Any having
relations or friends from the district at the front are asked to leave names and addresses ofthese at the rooms. To get
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good results action must be taken promptly and it is expected that the shipment can be sent off by Wednesday or
Thursday next.

Thursday, November 18, 1915

SOLDIERS OF THE

54"" HAVE GONE
TO THE FRONT
VERNON, b. c., Nov. I8Ann ouncement has at last been made that the 54" Battalion has gone overseas and are
now on their way to the front to join in the battling.

When the troops departed they were accorded a great ovation.
It is not definitely known who will command, the following officers being in charge:

Battalion Officers
Officer commanding, Lieut-Col. A. H. G. Kemball, C. B., Kaslo; Senior Major, Major R. D. Davis, Cranbrook;
Junior Major, Major Hungerford, Cranbrook; Adjutant, Capt. William Neilson, Fruitvale; Quartermaster, Capt. W.
G. Foster, Nelson; Assistant Adjutant, Lieut. J. E, D'Arcy Rowe, Vancouver; Machine Gun Officer, Lieut. C. E.
Bentley, Penticton; Signal Officer, Lieut. G. A. Ridgeway-Wilson, Victoria; Medical Officer, Capt. J. H. Hamilton,
Revelstock; Chaplin, Rev. James H. White, Eburne; Paymaster, Capt. R. H. Green, Victoria.

Company Officers
"A" Company-Officer Commanding, Major Gilbert Anderson, Nelson; Second-in-command, Capt. Capt Holmes A
Court; Platoon Commanders: Lieut. F. D. Smith, Cranbrook; Lieut. H. C. Green, Kaslo; Lieut. O. H. Hepworth, New
Westminister, Lieut. G. P. Farr, Vancouver.
"B" Company Officer Commanding, Major L. Mullock-Webster, Prince Rupert; Second-in-command Capt. G. G.

Moffatt, Ferie; Platoon Commanders: Lieut. H. B. Hicks and Lieut. H. H. Bourne, Cranbrook; Lieut J.
Michel; Lieut J. Forbes, New Westminister, formerly with the Bank ofMontreal, New Denver.

S. Gladwin,

"C" Company- Officer Commanding, Major F. Traivis Lucas, Prince Rupert; Second-in command, Capt. E. C.

Davis, Crawford Bay; Platoon Commanders: lieut. Graham Cruickshank, Rossland, Lieut. A. G. Foster, Prince
Rupert; Lieut. F. Bullock-Webster; Lieut.LR. Andrew, Vernon.
"D" Company-Officer Commanding, Major Turner Lee, Bonnington Falls; Second-in-command, Capt. R. B. M.
Cameron, Armstrong; Platoon Commanders: Lieut. M. P. Lane, Revelstoke; Lieut. Renouf, Vancouver; Lieut. F.J.
Dawson, Kamloops; Lieut. T. E. L. Taylor, Revelstoke.
There are three officers yet to be appointed-the Second-in-command of"" Company, one platoon commander of
"B Company and the commander ofthe base company.

Senior Non-Corns.
The Battalion Sergeant-Major is J. W. Pierce, who came to the 54 from the 48" Battalion, C. F. E., Victoria, with a
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record of long experience in the imperial Army. The Battalion Quart ermaster-Sergeant is J. C. Carruthers, who has
been in business for many years in the Kootenay, and who is well known from one end of the country to the other as
"Cap" Carruthers. The Senior Non-Coms ofthe various companies are: "A" Company, Sergeant-Major A.
Coombes, Kaslo; Quartermaster-Sergeant, George Craft, Nakusp; "B" Company Sergeant-Major, P.H. Loveridge,
Golden, Quartermaster-Sergeant, W. C. Hanson, Femie; "C" Company Sergeant-Major, Harry Edwards, Kaslo;
Quartermaster-Sergeant, R. D. McTavish, Nelson; "D" Company Sergeant-Major, W. F. Schmehl, Cranbrook;
Quartermaster-Sergeant, J. M. Dronsfield, Kitto's Landing.
The Staff-Sergeants included: Orderly Room Sergeant, W. Holmes, Nelson; Paymas ter-Sergeant, D. B. Darley,
Nelson; Armourer's-Sergeant, E. H. Steel, Nelson; Master-Tailor-Sergeant, Alex Smith, Nelson; Sergeant-ShoeMaker, W. H. May, Vancouver; Pioneer-Sergeant, W. Pasco, Nelson; Transport-Sergeant, A. A. Taylor, Castle;
Bandmaster, AC. Spencer, Penticton; Sergeant Drummer, A. E. Reynolds, Vancouver; Sergeant Cool, H. V.
Morgan, Revelstoke; Sergeant attached to Quartermaster Department, J. L. Curveon, Revelstoke.

The officers of the first and second overseas

draft were as follows:

First overseas draft-O fficer Commanding , Capt. Anthony Turner, Victoria, formerly of Nelson; Lieutenants: E. A
Rand, New Westminister; A. A Archer, Kamloops; C. G. McLean and W. Clegg smith, Vancouver.
Second overseas draft-O fficer Commanding, Lieut. N. L. Tooker, Duncan; Lieutenants: P. J. Audy, Veron; W. A.
Woodward, Vancouver; D. A. McQuarr ie, Nelson; F. M. Raphael, Vancouver.

Saturday, June 10, 1016

CORPORAL LEE, OF
ROSSLAND, WRITES
OF EXPERIENCES
SOLDIERS WHO LEFT LAST
FALL IN THE THICK OF
FIGHTING.
HAS COME ACROSS LT. G.
CRUICKSHANK AND OTHERS
Says Fritz Wastes Much Energy and
Ammunition and Accomplishes
Little In Fighting Canucks.
From "somewhere in France" Corporal E. J. Lee, who enlisted in Rossland and went overseas last fall, and is with
the forces "somewhere in France," Mr. H. S. Longford, manger of the Bank of British North America and secretary
of the local branch of the Canadian Patriotic Fund, and received a lengthy communication telling of Corporal Lee's
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experiences in fighting the Hun.
The letter is most interesting and follow.
I received your letter dated May 6 while I was in the trenches and was very pleased to learn that the people of
Rossland has so kindly remembered myself and family. The experience a man goes through here every day makes
him appreciate fully any kindness done to those who are dependent on him, for it makes the carrying out of his duty a
whole lot lighter to him. There is many a thing happening here day after day that upsets old theories. As an instant.
It was thought that the shrapnel shells fired from field gun and bursting 50 feet overhead and the front of a party of
neb would completely wipe out that party. But I have seen three 6 inch shells weighing about 90 lbs. Burst that high
over men and not one of them gets touched by the shrapnel. But the concussion seems to shrivel one up. Two
machine guns playing on the road along which a large party of men were marching would spend hundreds of rounds
of ammunition and yet not hit a man.
Another common occurrence is for the shell to burst in a dugout and only kill less than a fourth and wound half the
others. One would think that when a 5. 9 goes off so close as that it would lay out everyone around it. These shells
are usually called "6-inch," but when they burst close to a man is already to swear it was as big as a house. Even
Fritz's bombs have a vicious sound till one gets acquainted with them, as they contain two pounds of high explosive.
One can get an idea of what it sounds like, by standing within ten feet of three sticks of gelignite when they are set
off, but in the surface. The bomb would be a little dangerous, as it is enclosed in a tin fastened to one end of the
stick; but in both cases it is chiefly noise, and I guess it looks impossible top Rosslanders for men to be fixing wire,
shovelling and placing sandbags and otherwise improving their position when the enemy is a great deal less than one
hundred yards away from them and keep sending up flares that gives out a light that is equal to the city's big electric
lights; yet that is done right along and you can prove it for yourself by getting two parties to take up positions that are
not on dead level ground or on the sky line. You will be able to hear the men working all right; but when a flare is
sent up it is very difficult to see for sure that you are aiming at a man, if he stands still with his head bent and when
you aim in the dark you will fined you lose the foresight of your rifle as you bring the sight to bear on the dark
background and it is no use shooting close to a man, for you only stop him from working by hitting him. He gets
used to the other effects. After doing a certain number of trips into the trenches, they take away from us a months
rest. Just when that will be I will be much obligated to you would have to put in The Daily Miner, as I am able to
write to all my friends in Rossland. I am citing my first experiences in the trenches and as the incidents therein are
common in this part of the world I had joined the regiment while they were enjoying a well-earned rest, and two days
after we received orders to move further up the line to do another in the trenches. The general who gave us a hint
that things were likely to be more interest in our new position, but that he was confident we could handle the
"Germhuns" goods in that part of the line as well as we had done in the others. We then moved to what we called the
rest camp, though it is well within range of shell fire, where we would rest about eight days out of 24, the remainder
of the time being passed in the trenches. We then moved up to the reserve dugout, and that was a trip we can
remember without entering it in a diary. It was the latter part of winter and the ground was fairly sodden with rain,
and being all clay did not improve the going at alt We started late in the evening, and soon it got so dark that we
could hardly see where we were placing our feet We kept clear of certain roads that were shelled regularly, but at
the end of the 7-mile we were ready to swear we had done more than 12 miles through shell holes and ditches. But
as soon as we reached the dugout we forgot most of our troubles and took----?----notice of the wet mud on us, for this
is a country where a man does not seem to be properly dressed unless he has mud on his clothes. A guard was
mounted whose chief duty is to warn the men in time in case of a gas attack and in the daytime look out for
aeroplanes. We were there for four days, doing nothing in the daytime, but going on working parties at the night
time, carrying material up to the support or the front line for making the trenches; or we would be told to make or
improve other trenches. It was raining most of the time, and it was raining when we started out for our turn in the
front line. We had hip-high rubbers (waders) and were needed, as the trenches were very wet, there being two feet of
water in lots of places. The trench mats had been broken or displaced in places and one could not see where he was
stepping. He would pass back the valuable information he accumulated thus wise; step down, keep right, step up,
wire under foot, hole on left, wire overhead, broken boards, hole keep low, and so on as each man came to where the
caution was given he would repeat it and every so fur we would meet another party coming out, which would mean
327

one of the parties halting and hugging the side of the trench till the others got by, as the trenches are not big enough
for two men to pass easily. Now we begin to hear more snipers and machine guns and they shoot for luck at a part of
the trench or road that they had marked out in the daylight as a likely place to get someone, having fixed the gun firm
so that it won't move when they reloaded it, for it is almost impossible to resight in the dark. Soon we came to a
road that we must go along or take chances of drowning in the trench, so the order is passed down to keep six paces
apart and stop for all flares for Fritz is sending his flares up on three sides ofus, and he keeps them going all the
night through, and they give out a light as strong as a big electric light in the city for about 20 seconds; so every few
seconds we all stop without any order on the instant. We see a flare up noting the ground in front of us, so that as
soon as we get the chance we can hurry over that patch. As the flare gives out the snipers and machine guns take a
shot at what they think are humans.
At one part of the road we all drop down flat as soon as we hear the machine gun bark, for the shots are only a few
feet above the ground and there is no one wanting to get hurt, but it does us more harm than our compliments to do
to him. Now we drop down in a trench from what was once a main road and a hundred yards more than we are in the
front line trenches. Each platoon is taken to the part it has to hold.
Our officer and sergeant knows where we have to go, as they were in the day before, and there is a guide to meet us
about that particular post, along with such information as they have gathered-where the parapets are low, where it is
safe to walk and to stand upright; where our's and Fritz'z listening posts are; where he has had working parties, what
part of our trenches he likes to play on and what with, where his machine guns and snipers are firing from and where
they usually hit, how the wire is in front of us, what has been in the trenches on the right and left of us, and what to
do to get Fritz's goat in that particular part of the line. We learn from them that our post is 40 or 50 yards from the
Huns and that each has a listening post on the left that runs nearly half the way out from the trenches; and that is a
sniper on the left, but he has not been causing any trouble to our post; that Fritz has not been doing much shelling.
We also learned what part of the trench he has been bombing from, and so, with good night wishes from us, they file
out and we make arrangements as how we will work things for the next 48 hours. What we are to do in the front
lines is decided on. We then settle down as best we can. It has stopped raining, but there is a very cold wind
blowing, no dugout to crawl into and only two sheets of corrugated iron that have been badly cut up by shrapnel to
shelter us from rain, and five of us had quite a time trying to get shelter under those.
When morning broke we luckily found out more about the sniper before he could do us any harm. The information
that he was on the left was wrong, for he was on our flank and as the parapet was low in places he had the post
enfiladed in what is known as the bird cage.
The weather turned worse, for it snowed for about five hours, but in the afternoon it cleared up, still, being very cold.
The day passed quietly with occasional rifle and artillery on both sides shelling far behind the lines, and we fellows
doing our best to keep warm. As soon as it was dark we fixed the parapet so that it blocked sniper's game. Fritz
kept on sending up his usual ver generous supply of flares, he used so many that they served for our side as well. But
the trench in front of us had been quiet too long to suit our officer, so a few hand grenades were sent over as feelers,
but they were quite ready for us and sent over a number ofhand bomb that made it look as if they were just going to
start something themselves or had been expecting an attack from us. Well, inside of a few minutes there was such a
shower of hand grenades shipped over him by our fellows that it shut off their bomb throwing and caused them to
sound for stretchers and rest ofthe night passed very quiet.
The next day was a little warmer and very quiet, by Fritz must have got sore for what they did to him the night
before, two dozen whiz-bangs and sausages and then about 70 or 80 bomb. He must6 have thought that the noise
had scared us out of the trenches, but he found out his mistake when he tried to come over to us and follow it up, for
he was met by more than 200 grenades as well as rifle fire, and the show was over in half an hour. Some of the men
say they saw a "Germhun" staff officer leading the attack, but I don't know how they could tell him, as the flashes
from the bombs were over too quick to see anything with certainty. They freely thought we had been driven out of
the front trench and was surprised to see the small amount of damage done to us. Our grenades were dangerous as
thy burst like shrapnel. The fellows that relieved us, came in for an artillery bombardment the next day. We moved
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back to the support trenches for 48 hours and then to the reserve for four days. We then had another turn in the front
line and support.
The weather is improving all the time. We received the usual "strafing" by the artillery while we were in the support
and reserve lines,. And were glad when we went out to the rest camp for a week, if it was only to get rid of them
waders, which we had been wearing for 12 days and nights. After our week's rest we started for another round in the
trenches. But, oh, what a difference! We took another part of the line, doing eight days in reserve, then moving into
the front line for four days.
It had been raining for the past week and raining the first 24 hours we were in the front line, so that we had quite a
little extra work to do in the trenches. They were well built, however, and a man could move about in most places
without being sniped at. There was good water close to us, and we had a dugout and shelter from the rain, and after
the first day in the front line the weather was gran d, so that we felt we could easily put up with any other trouble that
came along. Just where we were, the trenches were over 200 yards apart, and Fritz did not trouble us much, but the
company on our left was not so lucky. It may have been because our fellows were objecting to him using their "bird
cage" he had there.
We moved into the support for four days and while there we came in for quite a lot of artillery fire, especially one
day, when two of the Huns' mines were set off. The regiment holding that part of the line knew the mines were
going up, so withdrew from the front line, but before the dirt had done falling, they raced over to the craters which
were in no man's land, They reached the craters first and gave Fritz the surprise of his life, for he never expected
that stunt to be pulled off. When the mines ere let off Fritz dosed us with shrapnel for two hours, keeping the place
fairly alive with it. He was afraid we would try to reinforce the regiment on our right, but had no need to worry, for
they had enough men at the back of them to do without us stepping in, and we were not running any extra risk, either.
Everyone of us kept to what we thought was the best cover under the circumstances.
Artillery fire loses half its frightfulness when one knows the direction the shells are coming from and what they are
aiming at, though having good weather and good trenches. The trip into the trenches was like going on a picnic
compared with the others.
Lieut. Cruickshank, is in B Company of this battalion and I saw Col. Kemball of the 54" about 10 days ago. I have
also seen most of the Rossland and Trail men that enlisted twelve months ago, including Bowcott, Swan, Costello,
Proctor, Wyldes, Clark, Oliver, Chapman, Ryde, Truswell and Watson. Also A. McLean, Billy Turner and Holmes.
Everyone of the boys is in good condition and look it and is making light of this game, which is the only way to play
it. Our only regret was that we were not kept together as a company.
I must shut offthe air now with warmest regards to all,
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Tuesday, June 13, 1916

E. V. BLOMFIELD WRITES
DUNCAN McDONALD FROM
SOMEWHERE IN FRANCE
Pte. E. V. Blomfield, who is with the Canadian forces, "somewhere in Flanders," writes to "Dunk " McDonald and
his letter says that he is quite well. He was originally with the 54, but like many connected with many divisions,
having been transferred.
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The soldier has been in Flanders for four months when his letter was written and he stated that while at Plymouth,
Eng.,m a good time was enjoyed by all the Canadians being billeted in private homes and having good beds and the
best treatment
Blomfield makes a great average in the practice shooting, making 136 points, only two others nmaking a better
average in 149 and I50.
He says all the Rossland boys are quite well, but it was reported when his letter was written that Sam Hanna had been
killed and that Heatherington of Trail had been wounded in the neck by a Hun sniper, but at the time of the writing
was doing nicely and had been sent to England.
Pte. Blom:field says the men are well looked after as regards of clothes and the grub is good. He met Al Keating's
brother some days before writing and reports him as looking fine and well, seeing Phil Donahue soon afterward, who
with Albert Swain is with the engineers.
Jack and Teddy Lee were also encountered in his rounds and Sam Chapman of Trail as well, running across
Mackenzie, who was at the Hoffman and who is in the machine gun section. The soldiers report the weather as being
fine and in many parts of his letter, tell of the operations at the front, in which the "boys" are almost daily indulging
and which makes a most interesting letter.
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Tuesday, September 5, 1916

FIVE BRlTISH
COLUMBIANS ON
CASUALTY LIST
Ottawa, Sep. 5-The following British Columbians are reported on the latest casualty list:
F. E. Freeman, Armstrong, wounded.
J. G. Hiscock, Victoria, wounded.
N. Kay, Victoria, died.
J. Carney, Kaslo, wounded.
Pioneer, J. T. Lambert, Victoria, wounded.
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Monday, September 18, 1915

NINETEEN BR1TISH
COLUMBIANS ON
CASUALTY LISTS
OTTAWA, Sep. 18 Casualty lists issued last night give 19 with kin in British Columbia, as follows:

C. E. McDonough, Vancouver, wounded.
E. D. Chappell, Sardis, wounded.
Pioneer, G. Firth, Sooke, wounded
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AB. Spain, Vancouver, wounded.
R. B. Brown, Nanaimo, wounded.
W. Fletcher, Quesnel, wounded.
R. Knight, Vancouver, wounded
AW. Smith, Victoria, wounded.
J. H. Beers, Hope, killed in action.
H. Wuddington, Esquimalt, seriously ill.
W. H. Gray, Revelstoke, wounded.
W. M. Brown, Vancouver, wounded.
A. Fowler, Vancouver, wounded.
J. E. Vogel, Comox-Atlin, dangerously ill.
E. Rogers, Vancouver, wounded.
J. Bell, Revelstoke, wounded.
F. Lowther, Wanadana, wounded.

.F. McLaughlin, Trail, wounded,
A Allen, Sardin, wounded.
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Tuesday, September 19, 1916

REPORTS 21 B.C.
MEN ARE ON THE
CASUALTY LISTS
OTT AWA, Sept. 19--In last night's casualty list 21 men 2ith kin in British Columbia are given. Five are reported
killed in action, one died from wounds, l 4 wounded and one previous reported wounded, is again on duty:

E. P. Jessup, Solsqua, killed in action.
L. S. Childs, Victoria, died of wounds.
Maj. M. S. Taylor, Vancouver, killed in action.
T. A. Brewis, Vancouver, wounded.
A. D. Legge, Revelstoke, wounded
J. Oliver, Vancouver, wounded.
Maj. J. S. Tait, Vancouver, wounded.
C, W. Walker, Vancouver, wounded.
Acting Corp. C. W. Parler, Qualicum Beach, killed in action.
Lieut. T. L. Tracy, Vancouver, killed in action.
Lieut. H. T. Monchin, Vancouver, previously reported wounded, now returned to duty.
D. E. Pullen, wounded.
A. J. Piggot, Cranbrook, killed in action.
R. H. Campbell, Trail, wounded.
H. A. Ford, Duncan, wounded.
R. H. Parnell, Flagstone, wounded.
Sergt. J. J. Scott, Natal, wounded.
P. Evans, Burton, wounded.
S. A. Alexander, Erington, Vancouver Island, wounded.
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Tuesday, September 21, 1916

THIRTY-ONE BRITISH
COLUMBIANS ON
CASUALTY LISTS
Ottawa, Sept. 2I-Thirty-one men with kin in British Columbia are given in the latest casualty lists. Of this number
28 are reported wounded, one died of wounded and two killed in action. A number from the Kootenay-Boundary
district are given:
J. Achorn, Vancouver, wounded.
L. Appleton, Castlegar, wounded.
Sergt W. J. Gowanlock, Salmon Arm, wounded.
T. W. Bullock, Vancouver, wounded.
C. A. Carlson, Fernie, wounded.
R. S. Fraser, Vancouver, wounded.
R. G. McDonald, West Vancouver, wounded.
Lieut. C. J. Keller, North Vancouver, wounded.
Lieut. T. Plackinlay, Vancouver, wounded.
S, F. Titmas, Vancouver, wounded.
G.R. Vincent, Vancouver, wounded.
D. Watson, Trail, wounded.
Capt. R. Asser, Victoria, wounded.
C. H. Todd, Prince Rupert, wounded.
Serg. H. G. Blazer, Vancouver, wounded.
Gunner D. Pattison, Vancouver, wounded.
Sergt. J. A. White, killed in action.
Acting Sergt. W. Robertson, Cranbrook, killed in action.
Capt. A Watrous-Agnew, Victoria, died of wounds.
T. Larmen, Victoria, wounded.
E. Jackson, Fernie, wounded.
W. A. Johnson, Vancouver, wounded.
A Pennick, Victoria, wounded.
F. J. Tompkin, Vancouver, wounded.
I. Urseth, Bellacoola, wounded.
H. S. Davison, Prince George, wounded.
H. Ferrist, Vancouver, wounded,
C. B. McPhee, Vancouver, wounded.
Pioneer R. Woods, Naas River, wounded.
R. W. Prowse, Nanaimo, wounded.
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Tuesday, March 27, 1917

SEVEN BRITISH COLUMBIANS
ON LATE CASUALTY LIST
OTTAWA, March 27-Seven British Columbia soldiers are reported killed in action in the casualty lists issued last
night, while three are given wounded, two as dangerously ill and one is suffering from gas poisoning.
Killed in Action:-J. F. Blair, High Point; J. M. Linn, New Westminister; E. M. Turner, New Westminister:
Donald McVicar, Nelson (whose death was reported in yesterday's casualties); CG. Whitaker, Kelowna;
Hugh McMillian, Victoria; and Corp. John Windrum, Fraser Mills.
Wounded:-G. Draper, Central Park, Vancouver; W. B. Drader, Vemon; and Lieut. J. Davidson, New
Westminister.
Dangerously ill:-R. R. Abbott, Mission City; and Norman Carson, Nanaimo.
Suffering from gas poisoning:--M. Bell, Vancouver.

Wednesday, March 28, 1 917

ONE BRITISH COLUMBIA SOLDIER WOUNDED
OTTAWA, March 28In the latest casualty lists issued here the name ofj. E. Bruce, Revelstoke is among those
reported dangerously wounded.
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Monday, April 9, 1917

TWELVE BRITISH COLUMBIANS
ON LATE CASUALTY LIST
OTTAWA, , April 9-F
our British Columbia soldiers are reported killed in action in the latest casualty lists issued
here, while seven are listed as wounded and one as seriously ill. The men are:
Killed in action-J. W. Taylor, Chilliwack; Corp. D. C. Slack, Hatzic; J. Cowes, Victoria; G. M. McRae,
Vancouver.
WoundedW. B. Malley, East, Vancouver; F. Harris, Gilley; Driver E. McRae, Ebume Station; F. Frickett, New
Denver; F. F. Frost, North Londsdale Post Office; T. Hood, South Vancouver; W. B. Dakin, St. James Island.
Seriously IIIF. Hart, Port Hammond.
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Monday, April 16, 1917

FIVE BRITISH COLUMBIANS
REPORTED KILLED IN ACTION
OTT AW A, April 16-Many B. C. Soldiers are on the latest casualty lists issued here. Five are reported killed in
action, four died of wounds, fifteen wounded, one seriously ill, one missing and four are prisoners. The men are:
Killed in action L. J. Domoney, East, Vancouver; Capt. V. G. Tupper, Vancouver; R. G. Newbauer, Grand Forks;
W. Tweedle, Rosedale, B. C.; Lieyt. A. P. Norman, Blenhiem Court, Vancouver.
Died of wounds H. A. Cruickshank, South Vancouver; Lieut. J. W. Dowler, Victoria B. C.; Lieut. A. Lineham,
Victoria.
Wounded-W. A. Wilson, Fort Langley, B. C.; G. Gourlay, Dewdney, B. C.; Lieut. E. O. Crichell, 821 Burdett
Avenue, Victoria; Lieut. S. John, 122 Comox Street, Vancouver; Corp. W. Donaldson, 4329 Rupert Street,
Vancouver; A. K. Turner, 926 Howe Street, Vancouver; Lieut. R. H. Finlayson, Victoria; Major A. Dowson,
Vernon; L. Gilmour, Lull Island, B. C;G. A. Pollard, Vancouver; J. H. Ferguson, Kelowna, B. C.; J. Jones, South
Vancouver; B. A. Cassidy, North Vancouver; C. W. Anderson, Vancouver; Corp. D. Robertson, South Vancouver;
Sergt. W. Brett, Lumby, B. C.
Missing-Lieut. A. H. K. McCallum, Victoria.
Prisoner of War--H. B. Jacques, Revelstoke; P. F. Massey, Mara, B. C; G. Wilson, Port Moody, B. C,.; G. V. Amiel,
1017 McLean Drive, Vancouver, B. C.
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Wednesday, April 18, 19 l 7

THREE BRJTISH COLUMBIANS
REPORTED KILLED IN ACTION
OTTAWA, April 18-In the list of casualties issued here three British Columbia soldiers are reported killed in
action, while one is listed as died of wounds, five as wounded and seriously ill and three wounded. The men are:
Died ofwounds J. J. McArthur, Nanaimo.
Wounded and seriously ill.---I. Berwick, Victoria; Lieut. H. T. M. Love, Vancouver; L. B. Nicholson, Collingwood;
Corp. AG. Heaven, Grand Forks; J. Aston, Vancouver.
Wounded- F. L. Auriel, Metakatla; C. F. Wirmer, Victoria; Lieut. J. Ross, Vancouver.

Thursday, April 19, 1917

SON-IN-LAW OF FORMER
ROSSLAND IS WOUNDED
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VANCOUVER, B. C., April 19-Lieut. EIner Jones, a son-in-law ofthe late Hon. C. H. Mackintosh, has been
wounded in France.

Lieut Jones married Isabella Mackintosh, who will be remembered as having lived here with her father in the early
days of the Rossland camp. Together with her little daughter, Valerie, who has resided since her husband enlisted, in
the east.
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Thursday, April 19, 1917

FIVE BRITISH COLUMBIANS

ON LATE CASUALTY LISTS
OTTAWA, April 19 Five British Columbia soldiers are mentioned in the latest casualty list issued here, one
having died of wounds, three as being wounded and one dangerously ill and wounded. The men are:

as

Died of wounds H. A. Willis, Vancouver.

Thursday, October 26, 1917

TWENTY-NINE B. C.

SOLDIERS ON THE
CASUALTY LISTS
OTTAWA, Oct. 26 Twenty-nine with kin in British Columbia are given in last night's casualty lists. Two were
reported killed in action; six died of wounds; sixteen are wounded; four are missing; and one is seriously ill, as
follows:
F.C. Day, Crawford Bay, died of wounds.
T. C. Laughton, Vancouver, died of wounds.
E. M. Gillot, Vancouver, wounded.
P. G. Bidder, Cranbrook, wounded.
A. E. Clarke, Victoria, wounded.
A. Hutchinson, Vancouver, wounded.
H. J. AHhers, Saanich, missing,
E. L. Carter, Salt Spring Island, missing.
W.Litherland, Victoria, missing.
W. H. Goodwin, Nelson, killed in action.
A W. Hambrook, Pravillion, killed in action.
Sergt. J. D. McPhee, Vancouver.
F. Norman, Vancouver, wounded.
J. H. Potts, Victoria, wounded.
Lieut. D. S. Rashleigh, New Westminister, wounded.
P. Sabiston, Victoria, missing.
L. E. Fairbairn, Mount Tolmie, Victoria, wounded.
E. Groearu, Fraser Mills, wounded.
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Lieut, A. G. Macdonald, Vancouver, wounded.
P. C. French, Victoria, wounded.
R. S. Kinnear, Victoria, wounded.
A. Martindale, Vancouver, wounded.
W. Walker, Burnaby, wounded.
J. P. P. Worth, Esquimalt, wounded.
Driver F. A. Macfarlane, Cobble Hill, wounded.
Sergt. G. Moore, Sidar, wounded.
H. Speight, Kamloops, wounded.
Sapper W. Hawson, Vancouver, wounded.
Capt. HI. R. Mustard, Victoria, seriously ill.
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Monday, October 30, 1918

THIRTY BRITISH
COLUMBIANS ON
CASUALTY LISTS
OTTAW A, Oct. 30 Eight een with kin in British Columbia are given on last night's casualty lists. Of these six are
reported killed in action, one died of wounds, one missing and ten wounded, as follows:
Major G. R. Fothini, Kamloops, missing
N. J. Armstrong, Vancouver, wounded.
H.J. Augustine, South Vancouver, wounded.
AG. Bolton, Victoria, wounded.
Thomas B. Dempster, Victoria, wounded.
J. W. Wilson, New Westminister, wounded.
J. R. Argue, Cranbrook, wounded.
Nelson Jackson, Nelson, wounded.
Earl Jackson, Nelson, killed in action.
Lieut. Thomas MacK inley, 877 Broughton Street, Vancouver, died of wounds.
Acting Lance Corp. A. Mulholland, Victoria Drive, Vancouver, killed in action.
Herbert Nankivell, Dominion Road, Victoria, killed in action.
A. Pigott, Cranbrook, killed in action.
J. G. Steel, Colquitz, killed in action.
J. McRae, 807 Hamilton Street, Vancouver, killed in action.
J. King, Vanderhoof, wounded.
W. J. Stevens, Vancouver, wounded.
Sergt. H. Graves, Vancouver, wounded.

Monday, April 16, 1919

FIVE BRITISH COLUMBIANS
REPORTED KILLED IN ACTION
OTTAWA, April 19-Five British Columbian soldiers are mentioned in the latest casualty list issued here, one as
having died of wounds, three as being wounded and one dangerously ill and wounded. The Men are:
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Died ofwounds-H. A. Willis, Vancouver.
Wounded-Lieut. A. V. Mackin, Victoria; P. F. James, Victoria; J. H. Carson, Phoenix.
Dangerously ill and wounded--J. T. Carrigan, Nanaimo.
#
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Tuesday, April 10, 19I7

SEVEN BRITISH COLUMBIANS
ON LATE CASUALTY LISTS
OTTAWA, April 10-Four British Columbia soldiers are reported killed in action in the casualty lists issued here,
While one is presumed dead, one seriously ill and one wounded. The men are:
Killed in action-W. Telford, Ardley Post Office, Burn aby; R. F. Irvine, Waneta; W. Steeves, Stevenson; R. E.
Graoves, Maria.
Presumed to have died-R. S. Bunn, Vancouver.
Seriously ill-G. H. Parnaby, Cranbrook.
Wounded-F. C. Cederburg, Westham Island.
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Thursday, April 19, 1917

FIVE BRITISH COLUMBIANS
ON LATE CASUALTY LISTS
OTTAWA, April 19 Five British Columbia soldiers are mentioned in the latest casualty list issued here, one as
having died of wounds, three as being wounded and one dangerously ill and wounded. The men are:
Died of wounds H. A. Willis, Vancouver.
Wounded-Lieut. A. V. Mackin, Victoria; P. F. James, Victoria; J. H. Carson, Phoenix.
Dangerously ill and wounded-J. T. Carrigan, Nanaimo.
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Saturday, April 21, 1917
OTTAWA, April 21T he latest casualty list issued here contains the following names of the B. C. soldiers:
Killed in action F, Wilkinson, Phoenix, and Lieut. R. A. Henderson, Chilliwack.
Died of wounds-Leon B. Nicholson, Collingwood.
Wounded-L. C. Seymour, Salt Spring Island; Lieut. R. H. Finlayson, Victoria; W. McLellan, Vancouver; F.
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Thompson, Jubilee; T. E. Corbett, Deroche; H. A. Heyward, Vancouver; D. L. Spice, Vancouver; W.
Crowe, Rossland; J. Hammond, Vancouver; J. W. Leyst, Chase; A. MacDonald, Vancouver; C. T. Smith,
Port Hammond; Be. E. Braugh, Bradner; Lieut. G. W. Dowies, Victoria; Lieut. W. 0. Norris, Kamloops; A.
Laviolette, Vancouver; A. Yalmer, Rogers Pass; D. Kennedy, South Burnaby; A. Batersly, Vancouver; H.
Mattishaw, Nanaimo; J. Hansell, Vancouver; R. G. Bald, Vancouver; R. Barber, Victoria; M. N. Cooper,
Wanet; H. Wilson, Vancouver ;Sergt. W. Massle, Vernon; Corp. H. S. Hale, Glenwood; H. A. Burn,
Vancouver; D. Munro, Victoria; F. Phipps, Penticton; O. C. Peterson, Bella Coola; J. Kennedy, Vancouver;
I. W. McLarty, Ft. George; A. McNeil, Kelowna; H. J. Eckston, Castledale; W. J. Ince, Nanaimo; W. G.
Riley, Victoria; V. Mortimer, Quatsino; A. Rue, Victoria; J. Noll, Vancouver; W. F. Carmstrong, Sydney; J.
Gavin, Powell River; S. G. James, Royal Pass; J. L. Palmer, Wallace; E. Stollery, and W. Burke, Victoria;
C. Quinn, Vancouver.
Dangerously ill and wounded- R. Grenard, Alberni.
Seriously ill-T. W. Fair, Golden; H. J. Williams, Kelowna.
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Friday, April 27, 1917

ROSSLANDER
REPORTED IN
CASUALTIES
OTTAWA, April 27-A Canadian casualty list of 855 names issued last night brings the total Canadian casualties
since April 8 to 8733 ofall ranks. In the list appears the names ofmany soldiers from British Columbia.
J, Hanna, Rossland, is reported among the wounded.
WoundedR. J. Costello, Victoria; R. D. Falconer, North Vancouver; H. Allison, Princeton; T. J. Clark,
Vancouver; G. H. Ringrose, Vancouver; F. Humphrey, South Vancouver; J. Davidson, Coal Creek, Fernie; G.
Anthony, South Vancouver; C. Summers, Vancouver; D. Campbell, Vancouver; W. Walker, Vancouver; W. D.
Nairne, South Vancouver; E.G. Eaton, Grand Forks; W. Walker, Victoria; T. J. Brownlee, Port Mann; J. Hanna of
Rossland, B. C.; C. Webb, New Westminister; W. G. Hall, Victoria; E. J. Smith, Agassiz; C. H. Wood, Bella Coola:
G. H. Soles, Castledale; A. J. Angelo, New Westminister; E. C. Hoskins, Hazelmere; F. J. Humphrey, Vancouver; R.
M. Sanderson, Victoria; F. G. Smith, Windlaw; N.allke, Hosmer; E. Wyatt, Vancouver; E. Munro, Vancouver,
Vancouver; Driver J. McMurray, Burnaby; Corp. H. T.Lee, Vancouver; Corp. S. Thompson, Vancouver; Corp. E.
S. Plaxten, Langley; Corp. J. Edgerton, Vancouver; E. T. Davey, Port Alberni; L. M. Wedderberg, Kerrisdale; T.
Johnson, Vancouver; A Horman, Pt. Kells; V. T. Dehart, Kelowna; W. Anderson, New Westminister; A. F. Castle,
Yale; C. Smith, Vancouver; G. N. Howe, Port Hanley; D. A. Gunn, New Westminister; T. Dango, Vancouver; F.
Morris, North Kamloops; H. S. Chapman, Princeton Crossing; D. H. Butler, Howe Sound; W. Crook, Vancouver; B.
Bloor, Vancouver; A Swanson, Vancouver; P. Hodge, Nelson; G. H. Marsh, Crawford Bay.
Ill-B. A. Crowe, Vancouver.
Died ofwounds-Sapper H. Holmes, Vancouver Island.
Killed in actionW, Cowan, Vancouver; N. B. Scott, Salmon Arm; S. W. Western, Vancouver; E. C, Mawhinney,
Vancouver; J. Tucker, New Westminister; Sergt. W. O. Bellamy, Vancouver; R. Durham, Victoria.
Died ofwounds-J. Robinson, South Vancouver; A. Brown, Carrots Crossing.
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Monday, July 17, 1917

SERGEANT WEIR OF TRAIL
MENTIONED IN CASUALTY
LIST AS BEING WOUNDED
OTT AWA, July 16-=The casualty list just issued foliows:
Killed in Action
Sapper J. Beaton, 2300, Eighth Avenue, East, Vancouver.
W. Y. Hutton, Vancouver
W. Boutin, Vancouver.
C Marsden, Summit Lake.
A. E. Sayer, Vancouver.
Died of Wounds
W. Findon, Notch Hill.
Wounded
A. H. Ebden, Esquimalt.
J. Morrassky, Wilson road, East, Vancouver.
A. F. Hedy, Keremeos.
L. N. Cole, Trafalgar and Sixteenth Avenue, Vancouver.
Sergt. W. Weir, Trail

Saturday, July 21, 1917

TWO SOLDIERS FROM THIS
PROVINCE KILLED IN ACTION
AND SEVEN ARE WOUNDED
OTTAWA, July 21-In the list of casualties issued here last night two soldiers from British Columbia are reported
killed in action and seven wounded. One of the wounded is Corp. W. Macinnes of Nelson. The men are:
Killed in Action
C. A. Dodd, 1044 Twelfth Avenue, Vancouver.
C. Russell, Mission City.
Wounded
Lieut. D. O. Vicars, Kamloops.
C. W. Hemphill, Cloverdale.
Corp. W. Mcinnes, Nelson.
P. Canning, 8 15 Hamilton Street, Vancouver.
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J. Biggan, 853 North Park Street, Victoria.
E. D. Dowell, 316 Cook Street, Victoria.

J. F. Porter, Metropofe Hotel, Victoria.
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Wednesday, July 21, 1917

QUARTERMA STER
SERGEANT H. H. GILL
WRITES FROM FRONT
Former Rosslander Appreciates Work
of Red Cross Society in Letter to
Secretary, Mrs. A. M. Betts.
Somewhere in France, June 21 '17.
To the Secretary of the Rossland Red Cross Society:
Dear Madam-I am sending you by mail today a little souvenir of France which I hope reaches you safely. You can
probably raffle this off, as many like to get something from France. If you raffle it offl wish you would let me know
who wins it.
The small towns that we have the opportunity of visiting are mor or less ruins and it is already impossible to buy
anything that one would really call classy. I hope to get ten days in Paris shortly. The Canadians are getting leave to
either England or Paris. I think I will take the Paris leave now and take a chance of getting leave in England "Apres
La Guerre."
Recently I have seen George Wallace, Bruce Forteath, Chris Coughlin, Chas. Taylor and Billy Jewell. Saw young
Bowcott some time back. Heard Herb Bilton was here, but haven't seen him. Chris Coughlin, I believe, was
wounded, but cannot say how badly. You get the news there sometimes much sooner than we do. If a man is not in
your own battalion you do not hear anything about him until you meet someone probably two months later.
Our battalion is well up in sporting lines. We have cleaned them up in football, basebaU and horseback riding or
rather I should say wrestling on horseback. We also made good in the running and jumping. Our record for fighting
you already have.
You know, of course, that we lost our Colonel March 1. We all thought the world of him. He was a fine officer,
absolutely afraid of nothing. Major Davis, the officer that did the recruiting in Rossland and Trail has gone to
another battalion. He is colonel now.
The weather at present is lovely, the scenery beautiful; crops are growing on land that was used last winter for
ammunition and ration dumps, these having advanced miles up the line, "Berlin direction." We have advanced about
five miles on this front We have "taken over" hundreds of Fritzies' dugouts and they sure had some swell
ones-everything in them-h ot and cold water, leather chairs, pianos, white enamelled bedsteads like Jimmy Jordan
sells in Rossland-in fact, anything you want to mention. These articles were all taken from the French people when
Fritz made that crack about eating 1914 Christmas dinner in Paris, and the contemptible little army said he wouldn't.
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We are more than holding our own now. I am inclined to think Lord Kitchener had the affair sized up very nearly
right when he said the first year Germany will have the best of; the second year we will stand them off, and the third
we will crush them.
I can distinctly see from where I am wri ting two German observation balloons. We call them sausages. I was just
thinking how I wished Mrs. Blackman was here. She would say, Mr. Graham, why doesn't someone knock the
beastly things down? They are as far from here as the flagpole on Mount Roberts is from the Allen Hotel. Now
don't think we haven't any up. It is nothing to see many of ours up at once. Fritz takes a shot at them and then we
get real mad and go over and give him a couple of toots.
The summer being upon us, our ration list is supplemented by the addition of many luxuries. For instance, yesterday
we dined on roast rabbit. We often have lettuce, cabbage and radishes. Lime juice is being issued just now in lieu of
rum-much better for the system-hey? Wh at! Taking everything into consideration we are getting along "Ires Bon"
and have very little to kick about. The bands are all practising "Are You From Dixie?" "The Girl I Left Behind
Me," "Thr ee Cheers for the Red, Wh ite and Blue," etc.getting ready for Teddy I guess.
Wh en we get back to good old B. C. We are going to introduce a new kind ofresidence. In fact, we cann ot
understand why people ever did want houses. Dugouts are much easier built, far cheaper and much healthier. If the
dugout leaks all you have to do is to make another one.
Kindly extend to the members of the association my appreciation of the efforts they are making to keep us suppled
with comforts, which, needless to say, are always most welcome.
Sincerely yours

442988, H. H. Gill,

Q. M. S.,
France.
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Friday, July 17, 1917

VIMY RIDGE, WHICH JUST A FEW WEEKS
AGO EXPLODED AND BLAZED LIKE DAY
OF JUDGEMENT, NOW FLOWER COVERED
WITH THE BRITISH ARMIES AFIELD, July 10( by mail)
-Vimy Ridge is covered with flowers. A few weeks
ago I watched this hill explode and blaze like the Day of Judgement while the Canadians with their artillery and
mines turned it into a seething, boiling mound of fire. Today old Nature has completed her miracle. Vimy Ridge is
green. Poppies, cowslips, cornflower, purp le thistle-mops, daisies and belated speedwells dash the gory battlefield
with colour, while rank grass hides the smaller shell craters. But no explanation is possible for this change, for all
mann er of vegetation and seed were burn ed to ashes and buried many feet deep in the mud during the stormin g of
Vimy heights in April. Nature has worked some wonder as if ashamed of the ugly hill and wanted to cover it over
and hide it out of sight.
Vimy Ridge run s from just west of Lens due south towards Arras. Notre Dame de Lorette is a great ridge running
generall y east and west, the eastern slopes ending west of Lens where Vimy begins.
From the top of Notre Dame Lens can be plainly seen about four miles away. The whole flat plain north and
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northeast, is dominated by this great hill. It also dominates the south and west. Small wonder the two ridges were
ordered by the German high command to be held at all cost, for so long as they were held the British and French
were powerless from Arras to Ypres.
So the French stormed Notre Dame and won it. The whole ridge was drenched in blood, the ground was shattered,
and it seemed that this spot would ever be barred of the slightest growing things.
Today I found flowers everywhere. At times grass reached almost to my waist. I stumbled into abandoned trenches
and comparatively recent shell holes now hidden under vegetation. Now and then one tripped over concealed
entanglements of barbed wire, or kicked a skull accidentally with the toe of one's boot, or trod on some forgotten
soldier's pack, or rifle or bayonet. Under rank growth of daisies one comes across strips of German uniforms with
whitening bones lying about, and German boots with everything from the knee down still in them. Canteens,
battered and pierced iron ration tins, hand grenades, shrapnel cases, cartridge clips, unexploded shells, all manner of
equipment are still there-o nly they are now hidden under a tangle of wild flowers.
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Monday, August 6, 1917

SIXTEEN REPORTED ON
THE LATE CASUALTY LIST;
FOURTEEN ARE WOUNDED
OTT AWA, Aug. 6 In the weekend list of casualties issued from Ottawa one British Columbia soldier is reported to
be killed in action and one died of wounds, while 14 men from the province are listed as wounded. The men ate
Killed in Action
J. Giles, 634 Michigan Street, Victoria.
Died of Wounds
F. Stewart, Burnaby Lake.
Wounded
N. Lord, 1331 Pembroke Street, Victoria.
G. Jones, Chase River, Nanaimo.
N. Schfield. 210 Ninth Street, New Westminister.
J. W. Jones, Qualicum Beach.
Sergt. E. A. McGirr, 707 Georgia Street, Victoria.
D. Newell, 1099 Robson Street, Vancouver.
H. L. Jones, 905 Hanley Street, New Westminister.
W. Offerd, Revelstoke.
C. Glen, Nanaimo.
Corp. H. G. Richdale, Victoria.
0. J.E. Wilkie, 629 Eighth Street, New Westminister.
I. Gardley, Prince Rupert.
H.J. Dent, Otter Valley.
R. W. Cook, Vancouver.
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Wednesday, August 22, 1917

WENT OVER VIMY

RlDGEAND STAYED
Tom Brown, a Former Rosslander,
Tells of His Experiences in
Great Battle.
Tom Brown, who is well known to many Rosslanders, and who was at one time accountant at Hunter Bros., writing
to a friend in Spokane of the great battle ofVimy Ridge, in his letter published in the Sunday Spokesman-Review,
says:
"Dear Old Mac,-Your letter just to hand, but parcel has not come yet. It will, but they are always delayed. I am
sorry your other letter and parcel were lost, but no good crying over spilt milk. Thanks a lot, old fellow, for
remembering me.

"I am glad you like the picture of the fighting 40. Mosat of them are in glory now. It was taken just before the Vimy
Ridge show. I had no 40 after that.
"It was some show. Things started at 5:30 a.m. and we simply walked up the hill behind a curtain of shells coming
down like Niagara Falls, bayoneting what few Bosches did not throw their hands up quickly. You don't have to coax
them.
"Since the end of April I have been out of the trenches. I would like to tell you where I have been and what I have
done, but cannot, so will reserve that for a letter later. My nerves are all gone, so you will have to excuse my
writing.
"I am glad to see the United States adopting conscription. It is the right and only democratic thing to do, and we
should have it at first. In that way you get good with the bad. I expect conscription will come to Canada, too.
"You want my advise as to what branch of the service to enter. Well, I saw the army service corps or supply branch.
Failing that, any administrative branch, such as pay office or record office. Failing that, and if you have to go to the
combatant ranks, try for the heavy artillery. Tell Art Nelson this, too.
"Have you got your gazump yet? I sure wish I was in little old Spokane and could take a fishing trip to Hauser lake.
Do you remember our last?
"I have seen some detachments of United State troop already and they look good to me. Their kit seems to be well
adapted for present day warfare, especially the short rifle. They had a great reception here by the French. We used
to get the same thing, but they are used to us now. It was laughable to see the Bosches prisoners who were working
on the docks open their eyes and start their infernal jabbering when the United States troops started to disembark.
"Well, old top, I must close. I will eagerly await another letter from you. Give my regards to the old guard at the
batik and say hello to J. And J. W. And others if you see them.
Yours to a cinder,
Tom"

343

Thursday, August 23, 1917

KOOTENAY LAND
FOR TIIE SOLDIERS
Creston Board of trade Wants Many
Acres Reclaimed by Government
For Our Fighters.
CRESTON, B. C., Aug 23-The Board of Trade here today is taking up with the National Service Board of Canada
a project to reclaim 25,000 acres ofland in the Kootenay River Valley at a cost 0f2,000,000 for returned soldiers.
Surveys and engineers' reports are completed.
Under present plans the land will be made suitable and offered to the veterans of Europan battlefields at a modest
cost. Returned soldiers will do the actual reclamation work, if the Board of Trades' proposals are adopted.
The tract is exceptionally fertile. It consists for the most part of a great inland delta formed at the southern end of
Kootenay Lake by the Kootenay River. For centuries the river has flooded the tract each spring and covered it with a
rich coat of silt. A hundred bushels of oats, 65 bushels of wheat, 15 tons of potatoes to the acre and similar yields
are common where cultivation is carried on now.
The plan of reclaiming the tract was discussed before the war, but was dropped when the conflict began.
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Tuesday, August 27, 1917

CASUALTY LISTS
ARE MUCH LARGER
Recent Activity Brings More British
Columbians' Names on the Lists.
OTTAWA, Aug. 27, 1917 Ten British Columbia men are reported killed and 19 wounded in long lists of Canadian
casualties issued here last. J. Y. Gaskell, of Coal Creek, J.C. Knowles, ofFernie and F. Benton, ofNakusp are
Kootenay-Boundry men on the list of wounded. The list follows:
Killed in Action
A. J. Butcher, New Westminister.
C. Colliard, Duncan.
R. A. Gowland, Nanaimo.
A. P. Black, Nanaimo.
E. Hunt, Victoria.
J. Edwards, Vancouver.
A. J. Williams, Vancouver.
C. W. Paul, Vancouver.
C. S. Phipps, New Westminister.
R. B. Hope, Vancouver.

344

Wounded

J. Y. Gaskell, Coal Creek.
J. Little, Ladysmith.

A. Roberts, Vancouver
F. Benton, Nakusp.

A. Morgan, Vancouver.
W.L. Mackenzie, Hazleton.

Lieut. T. C. Jenkinu, Parkville.
H. Steele, Victoria.

E. Graham, South Vancouver.
O. F. Graham, Victoria.
W.T. Stiles, Vancouver.
Lieut. A Grimmett, Grimmett.
Lieut. G. B. Sutherland, New Westminister
J.C. Knowles, Ferie.
Capt. D. Price, Kamloops.
H. C. Penway, Vancouver
Capt. J.B. Rose, Vancouver
W.E. Spear, Vancouver.
N. B. Elyeck, Quesnel.
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Thursday, August 30, 1917

QUITE A NUMBER OF
B. C. SOLDIERS ARE ON
LATEST CASUALTY LIST
OTTAWA, Aug. 30A. G. Wells of Nelson and P. J. Casselman ofBoundry Falls are among the 23 wounded
British Columbians included in last night's list of 200 casualties sent out.
Wounded
E. Simpson, South Vancouver.

W.R. Bucknall, Vancouver.
A. G. Welts, Nelson.
W. Brooke, Vancouver.
F, Topp, Vancouver.
Sergt. T. Gracey, New Westminister.

Sergt. B. H. Fielder, Victoria.
Lieut. S. Colgate, Victoria.
J. S. Switzer, Victoria.
R. S. Robinson, Chemainus.
R. Keerfoot, Nanaimo.
Corp, W. Watson, Vancouver.
J. Foster, Vancouver.
J. Scott, Vancouver.
C. W. Whittingham, Vancouver.
A. A. Melville, Vancouver.
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E. E. Coulette, McKay.
C. F. Cheshire, Vancouver.
J. S. Howard, Powell River.
N. Okawa, Vernon.
S. Brousseau, Savona.
M. McGhee, Vancouver.
P. J. Casselman, Boundry Falls.
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Tuesday, September 18, 1917

CASUALTY LIST IS
CONTINUING LARGE
Quite a Few Soldiers from British Columbia
Mentioned in Latest Reports.
OTTAWA, Sept. 18-Quite a number ofsoldiers from British Columbia are mentioned on the latest casualty list
reported, the list oflast night's being as follows:
Killed in Action--- R. F. Dickson, Vancouver.
Died ofWounds-F. W. Bowden, Sapperton; T. A. Brewis, Vancouver; S. A. Spell, Vancouver; Marvin Anderson,
Vancouver; J. R. Cork, Vancouver; W.D. Hoskyn, Victoria; E. Lovell, Vancouver; J. Mulvaney, Vancouver; John
Watson, Nanaimo.
Gassed-James Long, Ericson.
Returned to Duty--T. Van Vaerenberg, Kamloops.
Wounded-W. Calman, Vancouver; Charles Hodginson, Fernie; William G. Campbell, Salmon Arm; Ernest Wiles,
Grand Forks; Charles S. Subrook, Cranbrook.
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Thursday, August 20, 1917

WILL JOHNSON MAKES
SUPREME SACRIFICE
Rossland Soldier Reported Among
Those Killed in Action With
Armies in France.
OTTAWA, Sept. 20-Will C. Johnson, Rossland, is among the British Columbia soldiers who have made the
supreme sacrifice at the front, having being killed in action.
Quite a long list ofsoldiers from the Province are named in the latest report, as follows:
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Killed in Action
Will C, Johnson, Rossland.
John P. Smith, Vancouver Corp. E. Edwards, Victoria.
Chas. S. Stebbin, Golden.
F. Smith, Caribou.
James Hamm ond, Vancouver.
Presumed to Have Died
J. W. Withers, Vancouver.
Acting Corp. W. A. Acerman, Vancouver.
W. Woolner, Vancouver.
P. Fulkerson, Penticton.
James E. Young, Victoria.
Missing
John Glen, Nanaimo.
Percy Miles, Vancouver.
Seriously Ill

Lieut. James D. Ponton, Victoria.
Gassed
John Phillips, Nelson.

Wounded
A. N. Cross, Vancouver.
A. W. Galipau, Grand Forks
W. J. Bridgeman, Vancouver.
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Tuesday, October 9, 1917

SEVEN BRITISH COLUMBIA
SOLDIERS ON THE LATEST
LIST OF CASUAL TIES
OTTAWA, Oct. 9--Seven British Columbia soldiers are on the latest list of casualties reported as follows:
Seriously Ill
Thomas Carson, Vancouver.
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Wounded

J. S. Moore, Soda Creek.
A. R. Dinsmore, Vancouver.
G. E. Hildebrand, Victoria.
S. R. Crobb, Wellington.
Theodore Beliski, Trail.
Killed in Action
Lieut. A. B. McAllister, New Westminister.

Monday, October 15, 1917

GRAHAM CRUIKSHANK MADE
CAPTAIN; WAS PURCHASING
AGENT FOR CONSOLIDATED
Graham Cruikshank, who was at one time the purchasing agent for the Consolidated Mining and Smelting Company
here, and who enlisted for overseas service over a year ago, has been promoted to the rank of captain, according to
letters received by friends here and in Trail. Lieut. J. W. Blackman, brother of 0. T. Blackman an, of the Trail lead
refinery, in a letter to his brother, says he met "Cruik" at Purfleet, England, and that he , "Cruik" wanted to be
remembered to all his old friends here. After going overseas with the from Rossland it was not a great while until the
Rossland soldier was awarded the Military Medal for gallantry.

IN FLANDERS FIELDS
In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place, and in the sky
The larks, still bravely sing and fly,
Scarce heard amid the guns below.

We are the dead; short days ago
We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow,
Loved and were loved, on now we lie
In Flanders field.

Take up our quarrel with the foe
To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high!
Ifye break faith with us who die
We shall not sleep, though poppies grow
In Flanders field.

Friday, November 9, 1917

CASUALTY LIST IS VERY
LARGE AS COMPARED WITH
LIST PUBLISHED LATELY
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OTTAWA, Nov. 9--The casualty lists just issued contain the names ofquite a number ofBritish Columbia soldiers,
as follows:
Killed in ActionH. T. Cadwallader, Trail.

Died of WoundsC. T. Wales, Victoria; G. Jack, Vancouver.
Seriously Ill and Wounded-F. A. Dayton, Kamloops; E.G. Fletcher, Nelson.
Missing, BeHeved Killed-E. Lovell, Vancouver; F. Stanton, New Westminister; L. H. Atchison,
Tynehead; Corp. C. A. Taylor, Kamloops; W. L. Wood, Salmon Ann; Sergt. E. Tucker, Victoria; A. J.
Miller, Clayburn; J. Hunt, Vancouver; Sergt. F. Hume, Victoria; R. H. Smithers, New Westminister; J. H.
Gray, Vancouver; H. Wiffen, Vancouver; H. McIntosh, Vancouver; J. Gill, Kamloops; J. Clasoff,
Princeton; Corp. C. A. Duncan, Vancouver; R.H. Radford, New Westminister; D. H. Sherman, Duncan; R.
Roe, Okanagan; J. T. Webster, Vancouver; H. Ewen, Chilliwack; J. W. Mckay, Trail.
Gassed-H. C. Creame, New Westminister; A. Menzies, Vancouver; H. M. Patterson, Victoria; W
Murdock, Flagstone; H. P. Jolliffe, Vancouver; G. Stevenson, Victoria

Saturday, November 10, 1917

SEVEN BRITISH COLUMBIA
SOLDIERS ON LATE LISTS
OTTAWA, Nov. 10--Seven British Columbia soldier are on the latest list of casualties reported, as follows:
WoundedLieut. G. Murray, Nelson; Lieut. W. J. Johnstone, Victoria; Lieut. A. E. Chowne, Vancouver;
Lieut. L. M. Englis, Vancouver.
GassedMajor W. Bapty, Victoria; Hon. Capt Chaplain G. C. D. Easum, New Westminister; Lieut. H.
Robinson, Victoria.
The men reported "missing believed killed" in yesterday's report are all now known to have been wounded.

Friday, November 23, 1917

TRAIL SOLDIER AMONG
THE MEN REPORTED FROM
B. C. IN CASUALTIES
OTTAWA, Nov. 23-Tuesday night's casualty list giving manes ofquite a few men from British Columbia, Corp. J.
B. Stainton, Trail being among the wounded. The list follows:
Died of WoundsP. Playford, Vancouver.
Missing-Corp. H. E. James, Hazelton.
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Seriously II1G. Reber, Elko; D. C. Russell, Victoria.
Wounded-H. H. Faulkner, Victoria; D. Holiday, Slugget; Corp. R. J. McLeod, Vancouver; G. F. Habba,
Revelstoke; P. Barr, Vancouver; E. C. Valpy, Port Essington; H. Cowan, Vancouver; J.C. Wicks, White
Rock; H. Thomsett, Victoria; W. J. Rafferty, Vancouver; Corp. J. B. Stainton, Trail; J. M. Cowley,
Vancouver; E. Beckham, Whinnock; J. W. Leighton, Metlakatla; G. P. Becker, Vancouver; H. E. Taylor,
Grand Forks; E. Edwards, Vancouver.
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Wednesday, November 28, 1917

ELEVEN MEN FROM THE
PROVINCE ARE ON THE
LATEST CASUALTY LISTS
OTTAWA, Nov. 28-Eleven men from British Columbia are on the latest casualty lists, issued by the war records
officer, as follows:
Killed in ActionS. W. Giles, Vancouver.
Gassed----G. W. Tysoo, Kerrisdale P. 0.
Wounded-Lance- Corp. W. G. Lovelock, Victoria; H. Roberts, Vancouver; R. Bowctt, Rossland; A. G.
Kenny, Prince Rupert; M Halcho, Michel; W. A. Malpass, Vancouver; A. Barker, Vancouver.
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Friday, November 20, I 917

BRITISH COLUMBIA MEN
MENTIONED IN CASUAL TIES
REPORTED FROM OTTAWA
OTTAWA, Nov. 20
Quite a few men from British Columbia are mentioned in the latest casualty lists as follows:
KB1ed in action-D. H. Hodges, Lytton; W. J. McVicar, Nelson.
Wounded and MissingD. Thwaites, Victoria.
Wounded--G. Trodes, Grand Forks; Lieut. R. McPherson, Vancouver; J. F. Smyth, Jualicurn; W.E.
Monkmon, Eburne; S. Dearden, Vancouver.
Returned to DutyC.C. Spring, Victoria; P. W. White, New Westminister.
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Saturday, December I, 1917

CASUAL TY LISTS MENTION
A NUMBER OF SOLDIER
FROM PROVINCE OF B. C.
OTTAWA, Dec. I-The last casualty lists mention many men from British Columbia, as follows:
Killed in ActionC . E. Green, Victoria; Corp. L. J. Pacey, Greenwood; J. Stevenson, Vancouver; W.
Mitchell, Vancouver; Corp. A. H. Clouston, Summerland; Corp W.W. Watson, Vancouver; Corp. G. H.
Winter, Armstromg; P. G. Bidder, Cranbrook; Sergt. J. W. Johnson, Chilliwack; C. Hardy, Parksville.
Missing---R. C. Lumley, Salt Spring Island; R. Lumley, South Spring Island; R. Biggs, Revelstoke.
Cancel report missing-H. W. Wade, Victoria.
Wounded-V. Pedder, Vancouver; Corp. A. B. Williams, Victoria; L. E. Elyis, Victoria; W. Shilcock,
Victoria.
Returned to Duty-Lance-Corp. G.G. V. Godson, New Westminister.

Tuesday,February, 1918

SIX BRITISH COLUMBIA MEN
ON LATE CASUALTY LISTS
OTTAWA, Feb. 5Six men from British Columbia are on the latest casualty list, as follows:
Killed in ActionC. E. Struck, Victoria; H. Odlum, Vancouver.
Wounded-R. M. McIntyre, Grand Forks; Corp. J. F. Mitchell, Femie.
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Wednesday, February 27, 1918

ROSSLANDER MENTIONED IN
THE LIST OF CASUALTIES
PUBLISHED AT OTTAWA
OTTAWA, Feb.-Twelve soldiers from British Columbia are mentioned in the late casualty list as follows:
Wounded Lieut. W. J. Black, Victoria.

Died ofWounds--W. Christian, Victoria; W. A. Malpas, Vancouver.
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Killed in Action-J. Mitchell, Vancouver; Lieut. H. S. Davey, Port Haney.
Missing-Lieut. D. W. Ros, Vancouver.
Died of Wounds F. W. Herdman, Vancouver; Charles E. Hyslop, Victoria.
Wounded S. G. McCance, Vancouver; L. Willard, Grand Prairie; W. Crowe, Rossland; J. F. Watson,
Victoria.

Wednesday, March 13, 1918

QUITE A NUMB ER OF B. C.
MEN REPORTED ON LATEST
CASUALTY LIST PUBLISHED
OTTAWA, March 13Following are the soldiers from British Columbia named in the latest list of casualties
published:
DiedA. F, Seaton, Peachland.
Killed in ActionR. Leece, Vancouver; G. E. Brison, Victoria.

Wounded-C. Shumarck, Revelstoke; W. C. Douglas, Chilliwack.
Seriously Ill-A. F. Seaton, Peachland.
Presumed to Have DiedM. Bir4d, Nelson.

Killed Accidentally-Lieut. L. Caffey, Vancouver.
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Wednesday, March 20, 1918

MORE BRITISH COLUMBIA
SOLDIERS ARE REPORTED ON
THE LATEST CASUAL TY LISTS
OTTAWA, March 20The following soldiers from British Columbia are reported on the late list ofcasualties
issued:
DiedCorp. G. W. Pollard, Ferie.
Wounded-AN. Dunsmore, Nanaimo; W. A. Woods, Nelson; Corp. J. McLaughlin, Mission City.
Gassed-W. R. Bro0ks, New Westminister; A. Wilkes, Cloverdale.
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Tuesday, March 28, 1918

GRAHAM CRUICKSHANK AMONG
LAIB RETURNED SOLDIERS
EXPECTED HOME TODAY
Lieut. Graham Cruikshank, well known here, who has been serving with the armies in France, who is home on
furlough having arrived recently in charge of a number of returned men in Calgary, is coming home this afternoon
on the C. P.R. For a short visit.
"Cruick?'s" many friends will be delighted to see him again. He was wounded in one of the big battles some time
ago, and was in the hospital for several months, but has so far recovered as to be able to reenter the service in the
fight for King and Country against Prussianism.
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Tuesday, March 28, 1918

RETURNED WOUNDED MAN
GETS MORE EXCITED NOW
THAN WHEN AT FRONT
Tommy Costello, one ofthe brave Rossland lads who was badly wounded at the front and is at his home here, having
been struck by a Hun shell at Pozieres, in the fighting for that place in 1916, and near where the Teutons are
attacking now, says that he really became more excited over the present battling than when he was called into action
at the front. He called the Daily Miner's attention to the fact that the enemy has not yet bent back the line at
Chaulnes, where if one is familiar with the battle line they will see that the line from Chaulnes to Bray remained
extended for some distance into the territory for which the Huns have been fighting.
Tommy, while it is pretty hard for him to get about, said he could not help but secure some articles and go through
the call to action movements and going to the kitchen in his home secured a butcher-knife and broom-stick and fix
bayonets and found that he has not yet forgotten the training he had had before he was struck down by the enemy.
Tommy's eyes flashed with enthusiasm when he pointed out the various points on the map where the fighting is
taking place, and says all the people have to do is wait until the reserves, with the Canadians and Americans, moved
forward in action against the foe. He predicts there will be a different story told. "Wait until the Canadians come
up," he said.
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Tuesday, April 2, 1918

TWELVE BRITISH COLUMBIA
SOLDIERS ON LAIB LIST
OTTAWA, Apr 2 The late casualty list mentions the names of twelve soldiers from British Columbia as follows:
Presumed to have died- H. McDougall, Victoria; R. H. Clark, Vancouver; T. Hamilton, Chilliwack;
Thomas McGeichis, Vancouver.
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Wounded-James Belfry, Rossland; M. G. Norton, Sydney; Ernest Waugh, Vancouver.
GassedR. D. Paul, New Westminister.
Artillery: Gassed-A. B. Carr, Nelson.
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Tuesday, April 9, 1918

TEN BRITISH COLUMBIA
SOLDIERS ARE MENTIONED
ON LATE CASUALTY LISTS
OTTAWA, Apr 9-Ten soldiers from British Columbia are mentioned in the late casualty lists issued as follows:
Infuntry: Wounded-A. S. Plummer, Vancouver; L. C. Walker, Vancouver; G. C. Simpson, Ashcroft;
Lance Corp. A Penning, Vernon.

GassedM. Bracewell, South Vancouver.
Wounded-N. T. Fryer, Vernon; Corp. J. F. Hind, Nelson.
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Saturday, April 13, 1918

CANADIAN TROOPS
AT VIMY RIDGE
May Be in Centre of Terrific Struggle
Which Von Hindenburg Will
Make at Any Time.
OTTAWA, April 13 The Military Department is expecting hourly word that the Germans have launched an attack
on the front held by the Canadians. Vimy Ridge and the line on the outskirts of Lens, which is held by the soldiers
from the Dominion, has been heavily bombarded during the past few days, and there is every indication that the
Germans are preparing to break through the Canadian front. The Germans have been gradually broadening to the
north in their great offensive and the line held by the Canadians is apparently now to be the subject of attack.
The Canadian Army is at full strength, backed by reserves and well supported by the most efficient artillery in
France, under the direction of Gen. E. W. B. Morrison. The Canadian headquarters here are confident that the
Canadians will be ab1e to retain Vimy Ridge and that the anniversary of the day when the Canadians swept over
those blood drenched heights will be marked by another decisive victory. These Canadians are particularly anxious
to emphasize to the world they have as efficient and as courageous an army as three years ago, when they saved
Calais at the second battle of Ypres. If the Germans take Vimy Ridge it will only be at a terrible price and as a result
of overwhelming numbers.
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Saturday, April 4, 1918

J. C. HANNA, ROSSLAND
SOLDIER, WOUNDED AT VIMY
RIDGE, ON HIS WAY HOME
J. C, Hanna of this city, one of the "originals" from Rossland, who was wounded in the battle of Vimy Ridge last
year, is on his way home with a large number of other returned men from this province, the party having left the 0.
C. Clearing depot at Halifax several days ago. "Jim's" many friends will be glad to see him again, although it is not
known whether he will come here direct or will have to go to the military headquarters at the coast before coming
home. He is a son of Ench Hanna.
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Saturday, April 13, 1918

EIGHT SOLDIERS FROM
BRITISH COLUMB IA ARE
LISTED IN CASUALTIES
OTTAWA, April 13-Eight soldiers from British Columbia are mentioned in the late casualty lists as follows:
Presumed to Have Died-H. W. Hoskyn.
Dangerously IllCorp. R. J. Mills, New Westminister.
Wounded-E. E. Woodley, Victoria; T. Warner, Armstrong; Capt. D. A. McQuarrie, Nelson.
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Monday, April 15, 1918

LECKIE PRESENTS
MEDAL SATURDAY
Grand Forks Man Given Military
Medal Won by His Son Who
Succumbed to Wounds.
GRAND FORKS, B. C., April 15-----0n arrival of the train from the east at 5:25 p. m. on Saturday, Major-General
Leckie, G. O. C., presented to Claude C Heaven the Military Medal won by his son, Sergt. Alfred Heaven who
afterward died from wounds. A large number of citizens were present .

ast weck Mayor Acres wired General Leckie asking him to stop off at Grand Forks for a day and make the
presentation at a proposed public meeting. Gen. Leckie wired on Monday reply was received acquiescing in that he
was going to Nelson on Saturday and would make the presentation to Mr. Heaven at Nelson at Nelson on Saturday.
Mr Heaven received similar advice and at once wired asking that the presentation be made at the railway depot here
while the General was passing through and on Wednesday reply was received acquiescing in that respect.
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All the passengers aboard the train attended the presentation which was made at the depot from a platform decoration
for the occasion.

Monday, April 15, 1918
8

JAMES HANN A EXPECTED
Pte. James Hanna, who was wounded in fighting at Vimy Ridge, and who has arrived at the coast at the clearance
station there, has advised his parents that he will arrive here tomorrow, Tuesday night on the late train.
"Jim's" friends will be on hand to welcome him and be glad to see the brave soldier once more.

Wednesday, April 17, 1918

HANNA ARRIVES
FROM OVERSEAS
Rossland Soldier Wounded at Vimy
Ridge Greeted by a Large Crowd
At Depot Last Night.
Notwithstanding the late arrival of the C. P. R. Train last night, about one hundred Rossland citizens gathered at the
depot to give Pte. James Hanna, One ofRossland's soldiers who has "done his bit," a warm welcome come upon his
arrival here last night from the coast, where he had gone to the clearance station with other returned soldiers.
"Jim" was met at Castlegar by his father, Enos Hanna; his uncle, Ald. Robt. Hanna, and R. D. Mitchell of t he
Patriotic Fund, and upon his arrival was given a hearty welcome by those who were glad to honour him for the
gallantry he had displayed in enlisting in the early stages of the war5 and going through the thickest of the battling.
After being wounded at Vimy the Rossland soldier's life was despaired of and at one time he was informed that he
had but a few days to live, but he fought a game fight with his characteristic gameness and as a result is home among
his friends once, again.
To say that "Jim" is welcome is putting it mildly. The late hour at which the train arrived and the inclement weather
no doubt prevented many others being present, but it is likely some form of reception will be given at an early date at
which time all wil1 be given an opportunity of greeting him.
The returned soldier looks none the worse for the wounds he received, but is feeling the effects of them just the
same. His friends will hope for his speedy recovery and that he will henceforth enjoy good health.
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Thursday, April 18, 1918

ANOTHER CASUALTY LIST
OF CONSIDERAB LE SIZE IS
MAD E PUBLIC IN OTTAWA
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The following soldiers from British Columbia are mentioned in the latest casualty list:
Killed in ActionL ieut. F, J. Lawier, Newcastle; F. Ward, Victoria; G. H. Needham, Peachland,
Died of Wounds-Pte. George Church, Vernon; S. W. Alyes, Victoria.
Died-J. 0. Thomson, Ashcroft.
Wounded D. Davidson, Vancouver; G. H. Ellis, Kamloops; T. B. York, Steveston; Sergt. Wm. McKenzie,
Vancouver; J. Young, Victoria; Corp. L. Archibald, Vancouver; Pte. J. Harris, Vernon; W. J. Greer,
Vancouver; Pte. Herman Stevens, Nelson; G. H. Roberts on, Vancouver; Pte. Malcolm Macdonald, Trail;
W. T. Etiles, Vancouver; R. Boyle, Hedley; E. N. Stromberg, Chase.
Ill and Wounded-Corp. T.L. Lang, Wolson Bay.

Saturday, April 20, 1918

EIGHT SOLDIERS FROM
BRITISH COLUMBIA ARE
ON LATE CASUAL TY LIST
OTTA WA, April 20- Eight soldiers from British Columbia are mentioned in the latest casualty

list as follows:

Infantry: Killed in Action-R. Bristol, Vancouver; C. H. Hann a, Vancouver.
Died ofWounds-E. R. Wilton, Kootenay.
Gassed- J. Brandson, Victoria.
Wounded F. H. Colwell, Vancouver; J. Warner, Vancouver.
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Tuesday, April 23, 1918

ROSSLAND MAN IS
ON CASUALTY LIST
R. Ravovich of This City Mentioned
With Other Men From

British Columbia.
OTTAW A, April 23 R. Ravovich, Rossland, together with a considerably larger number of men than usual from
British Columbia is mentioned in the late casualty lists, the names of the other soldiers and their homes being as
follows:;
Infantry: Killed in ActionO. B. Smalley, Cranbrook; M. L. Chevrier, Vancouver.
Died ofWounds-D. Davidson, Vancouver; H. Albertson, Bella Coola.
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Presumed to have Died R. Ravovich, Rossland.
Gassed M. N. Cooper, Wanet; K. L. Hunter, Armstrong.
Wounded--S. Edgar, Grinrod: Lieut. L. E. MCree, Vancouver; E. Bundel, Phoenix, N. Nyland, Vancouver;
Corp. T. H. Carney, Kaslo; R. A. Ceale, Port Coquitlam; J. W. Smith, Port Hammond; C. Lyons,
Vancouver; G. Crawshaw, Baynes Lake; A. E. White, North Vancouver; C. E. Finney, Sardia; A. A. Bacon,
Vancouver; E. W. Bush, Vancouver; G. A. McDougall, Vancouver; J. N. Leighton, Metlakatala; J. A.
Wright, Tappen; J. A. Pappas, Spuzzum; F. G. Wilson, Vancouver; Lance-Corp. R. M. Dick, Vancouver.
Ill--A. Smith, Vancouver.
Artillery: Wounded-G
unner J. E. Bruce, Revelstoke.
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Tuesday, Apri l 25, 1918

ROSSLAND SOLDIER
WINS DECORATION
Company Quartermaster Sergt. H. H.
Gill Decorated For Work in Battle
at Passchendaele.
The Vancouver Province contains the photo of a Rossland soldier, H. H. Gill, who enlisted with the 54" battalion
from this city. Referring to the brave Rossland soldier's work in France, the coast paper says:
Co. Q. M. S., H. H. Gill, who enlisted at Rossland and went overseas with the 54 battalion, has been awarded the
military medal for notable work performed at Passchendael. C. M. S. Gill had been in France for nineteen months at
the time of the engagement After which he had been reported as killed. The following complimentary letter was
written to the N. C. O., by Brigadier V. W. Odium shortly after the award was made: "I am very pleased to note that
you have been awarded the military medal for your actions near Passchendaele on Nov. 15, 1917. On that occasion
when you attended the wounded and reorganized the ration pack trains which had been broken up by shell fire, the
bravery and devotion you displayed was of a very high order. I consider that this showed great devotion in the
execution of your duty, to see that the troops in the front lines were fed-a duty not so conspicuous, but frequently as
arduous as that of the fighting men. Please accept my heartiest congratulations on your well earned." Mrs. Gill is
now living at 107 5 Barclay Street in this city.
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Tuesday, April 24, 1918

TEN SOLDIERS FROM THIS
PROVINCE ON LATE LIST
OTTAWA, April 24-Ten soldiers from British Columbia are mentioned in the late casualty lists as follows:
Infantry Wounded-Acting Major E. R. Purvis, Vancouver; W. Hammerstey, Vancouver; H. G. Gunn, New
Denver; C, R. McCroy, New Westminister; Sergt. H. C. Bishop, Victoria; H. Viger, Victoria; L. T.
Bellhouse, Gelanio Island.
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Friday, April 26, 1918

FORMER ROSSLAND
PATROLMAN IS BACK
Pte. D. D. McDonald, Well Known
Here, arrived in Nelson and is
Going to the Coast.
The Nelson News of Thursday says of the arrival ofa former well known Rossland policeman, who has seen service
overseas and was wounded:
"Pte. D. D. McDonald, who went overseas with the 54" battalion, is in the city, having been invalided to Canada.
Pte. McDonald was wounded at Viny Ridge on April on April 9, 1917 and has been in hospitals at Brighton and
Epsom, until leaving England. He stated last night that the boat he came across on made a record trip. The journ ey
was made in less than five days and after waiting one day in the Atlantic port the party reached Revelstoke six days
later. He speaks well of the treatment received throughout the trip and especially after the party were in the hands of
the Canadian Pacific railway. Tourists sleeper were provided and excellent meals were served on the train. The
people at the divisional stops supplied the soldiers with good things to eat and addresses of welcome were received
from several of the cities enroute.
"Pte. McDonald is well known in the district, having at one time served on the Rossland police force under Chief
Long. He expects to leave for the coast in a day or two where he will be attached to No. 1 Casualty unit until
discharged."

Tuesday, June 4, 1918

NINE BRITISH COLUMB IA
SOLDIERS ON LATE LIST
OTTAWA, June 4 The following British Columbia soldiers are mentioned on the casualty lists as follows:

Infantry: Resumed to have died-Robert Cra wford, Vancouver; W. C. Pearce, Vancouver; J. Troson,
Sunnywell.
Wounded-A. E. Winges Trail; Major H. Chase, M. C., Quebec.
Mounted Rifles: Presumed to have Died-- J. A. Ion, Naku sp; F. Jackson, Vancouver.
Seriously Ill- Peter McIntyre, Nanaimo.

Gassed- John Cross, Victoria.
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Monday, October 7, 1918

TWO NELSON MEN ARE
REPORTED IN CASUALTIES
Word has been received in Nelson that Donald McQuarrie has been killed at the front, making the supreme sacrifice
September 3"" and that former Manager og the Nelson News W. Garland Foster, has been wounded.
Donald McQuarri e

will be remembered by many Rosslanders, having been born here.

Tuesday, June 18, 1918

CASUAL TY LIST IS
SOMEWHAT LARGER
Number of British Columbia Reported
In Late List Shows Increase.
Over Recent Reports
OTTAWA, June 19-The late casualty list issued by the war office shows a larger number of soldiers from British
Columbia than for some time, as follows;
INFANTRY
Killed in Action
Robert Campbell, Vernon; T. F. Davies, Victoria; M. McLean, Vancouver; Herny Hall, Victoria; Thomas
Wellington, Victoria.

DIED
Thomas McDonald, Victoria.

GASSED
Ernest Treherne, Vernon.

MISSING BELIEVED KILLED
A. K. McLeod, Vancouver.

PRESUMED TO HA VE DIED
A. C. Walker, Vancouver.
WOUNDED
A. S. Colwell, Vancouver; R. G. Dupleix, Vancouver; A. Robertson, Vancouver; Archibald Sinclair,
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Vancouver; Robert Crosbie, Vancouver; Frederick Lee, Vancouver; Walter Briant, Vancouver; Charles Pourie,
Victoria Harbor; Edward Foster, Vernon; Vincent Smith, Vernon; George Tompers, Vancouver; Lieut. George
Blizard, Salt Spring; John Phillips, Nelson; William Cook, Vancouver.
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Saturday, July 20, 1918

RETURNED SOLDIER'S
RECEPTION AT TRAIL
Sergt. Wesley Weir and Pte. Bilson
Merry to be Honoured by Rossland
and Trail at Public Reception.
At Trail this evening there will be tendered a joint reception to Sergt. Wesley Weir and Pte. Bilson Merry, both of
whom have returned from active service overseas.
The reception will be preceded by a parade ofautos headed by the Trail band to the Fair Building, where speeches
will be made and music discoursed.
As Pte. Bilson Merry enlisted in Rossland, it is asked by the Rossland returned soldiers committee that as many
residents ofRossland as possible should be present.
Arrangements have been made for all available autos and those using cars are asked to have some decoration by way
of bunting and flags.

Thursday, August 22, 1918

THREE B. C. INFANTRYMEN
ON LATE CASUALTY LIST
OTTAWA, Aug. 22Three British Columbia infantrymen are reported among the soldiers wounded by the war
department, as follows:
C.H. Higgins, Summerland.
A. Bartholomew, Nelson.
Corp. R. O. Weston, Golden

Tuesday, August 27, 1918

LATE CASUALTY LIST SHOWS
A CONSIDERABLE INCREASE
TRAIL MAN DIES OF WOUNDS
OTTAWA, Aug 27A late casualty list contains the names ofthe following soldiers from British Columbia.
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Infantry: K. W. Peter, Victoria; T. Bint, Vancouver; E. V. McCamey, East Kootenay; RH. Knox, Stration;
J. McCall, North Vancouver; C. L. McPhail, North Vancouver.
Died of Wounds D. J. Shields, Trail.
Infantry, Wounded---W. R. Dicson, Kelowna; C. F. Gullott, Michel; D. Macpherson, Trout Lake; Sergt. J.

J. Davis, Kelowna; E. R. Rule, Vancouver; S. B. Trellhard, Victoria; J. D. Smith, Port Coquitlam; LanceCorp. J. Howe, Robin Range, P. O. Ducks; H. B. Almond, Douglas Lake: H. P. Stevens, Vancouver; A.
Grimshire, Nicola; H. W.Launcebery, Chemainus: Sergt. W. T. Ellis, Tillcoum, P. O., Victoria.
RepatriatedCorp. W. H. Shaw, Nelson.
#kk#kkutrt kk#k¥#¢4k¥ # kk## #¢kt ¢ kkt kk # #k k k ke# s 4kt kk¢¥kkk¥$ k¥.kk kirk¢k#¥¢kok st: #kg uk ¥e ks t #kk¢ k kg k#kk kl4 9g,

Wednesday, August 28, 1918

ROSSLAND MAN ON
CASUALTY LIST
A. J. Cleeton, Of This City Mentioned

As Being Repatriated-Other
B. C. Men On Late List.
OTT AWA, Aug. 28--A late casualty list mentions A. J. Cleeton, of Ross land, as being among the soldiers
repatriated. The list follows:
Infantry: Wounded-Sergt. J. Carmichael, Nelson.
Repatriated-A. J. Cleeton, Rosslaud.
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Tuesday, October 8, 1918

FEW B. C. MEN MENTIONED
ON LATEST CASUALTY LIST
OTTAWA, Oct. 8-Few men from British Columbia are mentioned in the latest long list of casualties reported, the
men from B. C. being as follows;

.L.

Infantry: Gassed-W. J. Sloan, Victoria; cancel report missing-

Silva, South Gabriola.

Wounded Lieut. R. G. Spear, Vancouver; Capt. M. Okell, Victoria; Lieut. G. M. Martin, Vancouver;
Lieut. D. Rochfort, Victoria; Lieut. H. E. Bond, New Westminister; J. W. Plaskett, South Wellington; Lieut.
W.A. Gerrard, Victoria; Capt. W. C. Ross, Victoria; L. Lipett, Penticton; G. G. Anderson, Vancouver;
Capt. E. Pearson, Salmon Arm; Lieut. C miller, Vancouver; Lieut. E.T. Millard, Abbotsford; M. J.
Featherstonehaugh, Vancouver; J. G. Simpson, Victoria; C. F. Anderson, West Vancouver; Lieut. A. A.
Clarke, Vancouver; Lieut. H. C. R. Clarke, Vancouver; R. D. Black, Vancouver; R. A. Armishaw, South
Wellington; C. Groth, Vancouver; A. Arms trong, Vancouver; V. A. Daniels, Seymour Arm; A. H.
Robertson, Vancouver; G. Clarke, Revelstoke; W. Boyd, Vancouver; G. H. Rockett, Vancouver; B/
Robinson, Vancouver; R. C. Campbell, Vancouver.
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Tuesday, October 8, 1918

TWO TAIL MEN MENTIONED
IN LATEST CASUALTIES
Two Trail. men are mentioned in the latest casualties reported from the front, Pte. William Hurley, son of J. P. Hurley
having died from wounds, and James P. Scofield, son of James H. Schofield, M. P. P., has been wounded in the

thigh, no bones being broken, however.
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Thursday, October 10, 1918

PTE. WARREN CROWE
ARRIVED LAST NIGHT
Rossland Soldier, Who Has Been Invalided
Home, Greeted by Large
Number of Patriotic Citizens.
Pte Warren Crowe arrived home last night from the fighting front in France on the C, P. R. Train, and it must have
been gratifying to the Rossland lad who had been in the thick of the battling to receive as he did the warm welcome
from many patriotic citizens who, notwithstanding the heavy rain falling and the lateness of the hour, were on hand to
give a hip, hip, hip, harrah-when the returned veteran stepped from the train.
Also, it must have been hard for him to believe his eyes when he arrived in Rossland once more and was greeted by
home folk after what he has undergone on the battle fields of France.
Pte. Crowe was badly wounded and there are outward evidences of his having been in the thick of the fighting "over
there," but, like all our "boys" he bore evidence of having received excellent treatment in the hospital and was cheery
notwithstanding his severe wounds which still give him considerable pain.
His mother and father Mr. And Mrs. George Crowe, and his grandfather Mr. Henry Morrell, met him at West
Robson, accompanying him on the remainder of his trip home.
Mayor Plester and members ofthe Returned Soldiers' committee were at the depot, and after Pte. Crowe had run the
gauntlet in shaking hands with those present he was ushered into an automobile by the committee and taken to his
home.
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Friday, October 18, 1918

BRITISH COLUMBIA MEN
MENTIONED IN CASUALTIES
OTTAWA, Oct. 18-A late casualty list mentions the following men from British Columbia:
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INFANTRY
Wounded--R. Bell, Nelson.
Gassed--Lance-Corp. C. Webb, New Westminister; W. Fleet, New Westminister.

*************************************************************************************************
Saturday, November 23, 1918
Corporal Charles Lawrence Amas, a brother of George Amas, of B, C. Telephine company staff of this city, was
killed in action in France on Sept. 30. Deceased was the son of Mr. And Mrs. H. Amas, ofNelson, and was a
member of the 54 battalion, having enlisted in May, 1915, being wounded in Nov. 1916. He was 23 years of age,
being born at Vernon. He is survived by his father and mother, a sister, Miss Beatrice, and two brothers, Percy, of
Nelson and George, of this city.

*************************************************************************************************
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TI-IE TRAIL NEWS
1915 TO 1919
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The following news items were taken from "The Trail News." These items are on
micro fiche in the Library of Selkirk College, in Castlegar, British Columbia.

******************************************************************************
Friday, May 14, 1915

A CALL FOR RECRUITS
A very well attended meeting resulted on Tuesday evening in response to the Trail Rifle Association request. The
meeting was called at the suggestion ofCoL Davis, commanding the Kootenay Regiment, to find out the number of
men willing for that regiment from this town.
Several speakers were in evidence and the meeting from that stand point was a success, but from the more important
point of view could only be termed a failure as not a single man volunteered either during or after the meeting.
Captain G. F. Morin occupied the chair and the following spoke in the order named, Nobel Binns, Rev. A. E. St. G.
Smyth, A. Wheeler, J. A. MacKinn on, G. F. Weir, and Wm Reese. There were quite a few ladies present.

The following men have handed in their names as willing to join the new Kootenay regiment, providing they can
pass the necessary physical examinationWilliam F. W. Truswell
Jack Fisher

Charles Clay
Albert J. Whitehorn
Edwin Harkness
Frank C. Campbell
George S. Woodland
Henry R. East
Patrick Hannah
Richard W. James
Malcolm A. Orford

John Roberts
Daniel Daniels
Robert Scott
Also two others who do not wish their names made public yet.
Robert S, Scott, the High School teacher, joined on condition that he can finish up his school contract, and Malcolm
A. Orford ls awaiting his wife's consent, which is absolutely necessary before he can accept.

There seems to be reasonable hope that the Trail and Rossland quota will be trained, at least for a few weeks at
Rossland, where the Militia Department has an armoury. Lome A. Campbell, M. P. P. For Rossland, phoned G. F.
Morin and so informed him on Wednesday evening.
J. H. Schofield, M. P. P. Has unfortunately, been absent from town to keep business appointment contracted long
before the public meeting was thought of, or discussed. When Colonel Davis was here on Saturday last , every
endeavour was made to get the recruits trained here, but Col. Davis said he had not sufficient officers to go round
unless at least 100 men were forthcoming.
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Mr. Schofield travelled to Grand Forks with Cot Davis on Monday morning, Mr. Campbell arriving there on
Tuesday to see the Colonel, and travelled back with him. Between them, they reached the concession outlined
above.

After the list of those who had volunteered from here was received, Richard Hesketh handed in his name to the
provisional enlisted authorities.
One hundred men have joined the Kootenay regiment at Nelson, All honour to the men who have joined here, but
there are a lot who could go and won't. Remember the Lusitania.
If you are too old to yourself, see that men who do go are easy in their minds about those they leave behind
dependent on them. If you can only give $1 per month to the Patriotic Fund, give that. If every man gave $l per
month out of their pay it would be a great help.
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Friday, May 14,1915
Recruits for the Kootenay Regiment will entrain for Rossland per l 1.1 l am train Saturday, to be examined and
sworn in. Pay will start from the date of enlistment. By request of Captain Davis, Arthur Wheeler Jr., will
accompany the men from Trail.
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Friday, May 21, 1915

RECRUITING COMMITTEE FORMED

Last night in City Hall the Civilian Rifle Association held a special meeting to make further arrangements to
stimulate recruiting in the city. Capt. Davis, recruiting officer, motored down from Rossland specially to attend the
meeting, and gave the members of a most lucid address. Most gratifying was the statement he made that the men
from Trail were a superior bunch of boys and up to present time 29 had been accepted. It is the intention of the
authorities, if sufficient men enlist from Trail and Rossland to form a company, to be known as the Trail-Rossland
Company in the Kootenay and Boundary Battalion.
The following also addressed the meeting Mayor Butler, G. Weir, W. Reese, A. Donaldson, J. Buchanan, and others.
Many good suggestions were offered, it being finally resolved that the Association Executive to be the recruiting
committee for the Trail district.
It was also decided to hold in the Star Theatre on Tuesday evening next at 8 p.m. A public meeting, to which ladies
are cordially invited. Refreshments will be served, and musical items rendered. Speakers have been obtained for the
evening.
The recruits th.at are already stationed at Rossland in command of Capt. Davis, will march down to Trail and attend
the meeting, They will be met by the city band. AU citizen who desire to participate are especially invited to fall in.
Quite a number have already signified willingness to do so.

367

The recruits will leave the same evening by late train.
Now to those who are eligible to join the colors, just analyse the cause association is working for, and made up the
numbers to fill our portion of the company, 46 men are still required, we have the material right in the city, it has
never been said Trail was backward and the authorities feel certain they will obtain the number from the city. All
prospective recruits are requested to hand in their names to either of the following officers-J. Buchanan, E.
Hazelwood, F. G/ Morin.

*************************************************************************************************
Friday, May 28, 1915

RECORD CROWD AT
RECRUITING MEETING
Enthusiastic Gathering in Fruit Fair Building
The splendid success of the reception of the Rossland recruits at the Fruit Fair Building, last Tuesday evening, is
best described by the representative of the Rossland Miner, who attended the exercise. He say: Never has Trail so
surrounded guests with the kindness. and generosity, and never has any similar function so grasped and held the
hearts of honoured guests as the events tendered to the 54th Battalion recruits, under the auspices of the men of the
Trail Rifle Association. The affair could not have been improved upon in any detail. From the time the soldiers of
the King were taken in charge by two bands and procession of the citizens a quarter of a mile in length, the whole
city and its people simply radiated patriotic kindness. In the notable entertainment, following a supper provided the
recruits that the boys have not yet ceased to talk about with gusto, the enthusiasm for the cause represented in the
company of recruits reached a high plane. Musical selections and addressed were particularly well adapted to
achieve this, and were all given with ability and the patriotic fervour that thrilled every heart in the way that comes
but seldom. It was a rare night. That it accomplished its purpose in entertaining the recruits was apparent in all they
said and did after it was over; and that it will have a definite influence in inspiring a deeper more effectual and
sincere patriotism that will show itself in increased interest min recruiting in this district, is concerned.
At the invitation of the Trail Rifle Association, the trip was made, the company parading from Rossland Armoury at
4:15 o°clock, accompanied by their little mascot, "Jerry." Practically the whole city turned out to meet the boys at
the head of the Gulch. Immense enthusiasm was aroused by the appearance of the Trail Italian Band, representing
Britain's newest ally in the war. The Trail Boy Scouts were also in the van of the procession. The committee of the
Rifle Association handling the event were F. G. Morin, captain, James Buchanan, G. F. Weir, Mr. Rutherford, G. C.
Gage, G. C. Brown, J. A Wadsworth.
The rink was gorgeously decorated with flags, an immense Union Jack forming the back of the platform. Across the
rink extended a long table laid with great taste And groaning with all things that the housewives of Trail could
produce. This was luxurious, and the boys fell to, capturing the first trench without difficulty. The wholesome
delicacies were furnished by the Women's Auxiliary of the Patriotic Association, the committee being: Mrs. R.H.
Stewart, president, Miss Weir, secretary, Mrs. William Reese, Mrs. Fraser, Mrs. Hazelwood, the misses Marlatt,
Mrs. Moneypenny, Mrs. Wilmes, Mrs. Blaylock, Miss Macaloney, Mrs. Morin.

The crowd that gathered was estimated at 1200, and estimated
assembled in Trail in his life there of eighteen years.

by the chairman, Captain Morin, as the largest ever
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The platform was taken by chairman Morin, Capt. Davis, J. H. Schofield excellent work done in Trail by the ladies
,who were largely responsible for the holding of the event. He mentioned that at the outset of the war the ladies had
raised over$I000 in four hours for patriotic purpose and that they hoped to raise $2000 a month from now until the
end of the conflict. He described the event as Trail's farewell to the boys before leaving for the concentration camp
at Vernon. He then introduced a program that was bristling with the fin e addresses and good music. The solos were
all exceptionally well rendered. Robert Richardson sang "Heroes and Gentlemen," and "Gallant Old Bugler."
Arthur Wheeler Jr. Gave two songs, the second being "Rule Britannia," H. G. Fuller sang "O Canada," and "The
Veteran Song," Rev. E. H. St. G. Smyth sang an excellent recruiting song. Accompanists were Arthur Wheeler, G.
C. Brown, Miss Marlatt and Mrs. Smyth.
The music that aroused wild enthusiasm, however, was the Trail Italian Band. Those men received a wonderful
ovation as allies in the war, but this being the most notable feature of a notable occasion. They were applauded
vigorously and responded to encore, covered by the folds of the Italian ensign on the head of the staff of which was
the Union Jack. Their reception left no doubt as to the esteem in which the Italian colonies of both Trail and
Rossland are held and the brotherly spirit that mutual sympathies has engendered. The members of the band were:
Gio Vanni Fabbris, Sam Fillppis, Americo Mazzocchi, Polo Muzzin, Davide Leschiutto, Leonzo Albiani and "Nick"
with the standard in charge of F. Ceccanti and Murocca.
Although excellent in every way, and throbbing with patriotism, only brief references to the address can be made
here. J. H. Schofield brought home the fact that the war of humanity and civilization against militarism that was the
cause of strife, tumult and murder. He told of the heroism of the first and second contingent, and declared the third
would continue to work that has made the name of Canada resound from one end of the world to the other. He was
enthusiastically applauded in referring to our Italian allies, to our admiration for Kitchener of Khartoum in the face
of the present criticism, and to the hope of welcoming all the boys back again after a heroic pages of history.
Captain Davis made a strong recruiting address, stating modestly his own eagerness to reach the front, though not
sure of ever coming back, and paying a very high compliment to the quality of the men so far enlisting in the 54%.
He felt proud of the possibility that he would lead them into battle. He was ringingly applauded in his denunciation
of Germany and in his statement that the enemy had forgotten that the British Lion never sleeps. He showed the
advantage of having a Kootenay-Boundry battalion and a Rossland-Trail company. He impressed on the young men,
eligible for enlistment, the duty before them and complimented the rifle Association, Mr. Schofield and Mr. Wheeler
on their efforts in the cause. He suggested the inclusion of an Italian section in the company and praised the fighting
quality of the Italian people. Captain Davis also very courteously and expressively tendered the thanks of the
company to the ladies for their entertainment the Rifle Association for its splendid efforts and gifts, and the citizens
of Trail generally for their hospitality.
William Reese made a most effective speech on the whole war situation and brought home to the young men of Trail
and Rossland not yet seeing their duty before them, the responsibility and the privilege of going to uphold the
traditions of the Empire against an infamous foe. He spoke of the Canadian heroism at Langemarek and said that
since then every Canadian felt that he could hold his head a little higher. He appealed for the recruits on behalf of
the men already fallen, many of them schoolmates and comrades. He spoke of the thoughts associated with Victoria
Day just celebrated, of the Lusitania horror, of the noble examples set by former contingents, and appealed to parents
not to withhold their sons. In closing he pointed out the splendid soldiers who would lead them to victory and to
Berlin.
During the address of Rev. W. Robertson, the audience repeatedly broke out in prolong and enthusiastic applause.
He spoke of the liberation coming to Germany, in the defeat of her terrible militarism, asserted that the cannibals of
the past were gentlemen in comparison to the exponents of the "Kultur" of today, and said that the title held by the
Prince of Darkness as "Father of lies" had now descended upon the head of the Kaiser who had gone one better than
the devil. Mr. Robertson called for a full company of recruits to strike for liberty and "lay the proud usurper low"
and fight for God, home, country and liberty. He pictured the praise that would make these mountains ring when
their cable came over from Berlin and the rejoicing on the safe return of the victorious Kootenay army. Mr.
Robertson announced a send-offto the company to be given prior to its leaving the city, to which he invited the
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citizens of Trail. Captain Davis invited all to call at the armoury to witness the drill. The meeting closed with the
troops singing a verse of "Tipperary" after which they formed up to salute while the large audience heartily sang the
National Anthem. Refreshments were served in the rink before the train left.

Friday, May 28, 1915
The possibility of an Italian enlistment for foreign service with the Canadian contingent being recruited, is not as
certain at present as their patriotic ardour and eagerness for the fray would indicate. They are running over with
anxiety to get to the Austrian front, but will not enlist here until they are sure their own country will not recall them.
This is the view given the News by Dominic Priore, of Trail, Grand President of the Italian Society of that city
"We are anxious to help Canada," said Mr. Priore, "but we must wait to see ifitaly does not call us home. If not, a
large number will immediately enlist here."

BIG MEETING
After meeting and conducting the 54" battalion recruits to the rink in Trail, on Tuesday, the Italian Band marched
back to the Italian Hall, where a large and enthusiastic meeting was held. Patriotic addresses were given by Grand
President Priore, F. Ceccanti, C. Lauriente and others. They counselled their people to by all means keep the peace
with enemy aliens and to give demonstration that might result in trouble.
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Friday, June 4,1915

MUST ENLIST UNDER THEIR
OWN FLAG
As we go to press we learn that D. Priori has been informed by the Italian Council at Montreal that the Italians in
Trail must await the call to the colours of their own government, and must not under any circumstances enlist in the
forces of other nations.

A meeting was held in the Union Hall on Tuesday evening, at which the guest of the evening was Carl Berg, who is
one of the latest recruits for the new Kootenay regiment. He was presented with a signet ring and a safety razor. E.
Scott Neilson spoke of Mr. Berg in glowing terms as to his abilities and wished him gods speed and a safe return.
The remainder of the evening was spent in song.
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Friday, June 11, 1915

ROYAL SEND-OFF
TO LOCAL MEN
Rossland and Trail Recruits
Entertained to Banquet

And Concert
Rossland's send-off to the Ross!and and Trail recruits ofthe 54 battalion took the form ofa banquet and concert
furn ish by the citizens by the Rossland at the skating rink on Friday evening last. Elaborate preparation and had
been made and everything provided which would testify to the appreciation which Rossland felt for those going to
the front. Tables were set for 100 in one of the curling rinks, loaded with all the bounties that the season furn ished.
Flowers in profusion, flags of the different allied nations and gorgeous electric effects in red, white and blue made
the scene one of the brightest Rossland had ever witness. The banquet and decoration were taken over by the women
of the Red Cross and the various comm ittee vied with each other making the event a great success. Each recruit from
Rossland was presented by the Red Cross with a parcel of extra clothing and cigarettes and with a tobacco pouch
with a sterling silver mounting engraved "Rossland, B. C., 1915," by the citizen. A presentation was made to Capt.
Davis of a wri stlet watch. The Trail men received cigarettes.
The rink was decorated with bunting and the seating accomm odation for some hundred was provided. At the
entrance to the speakers platform was erected a handsome arch covered with bunting, flags and red, white and blue
electric lights. Afte r the banquet a procession was forme d at the arm oury of the recruits, the Ross land city band and
the Italian ban of Trail, school children and the citizens, and paraded through the streets to the skating rink.
Returning to the rink a chorus of60children took their places in the gallery back of the speakers' platform and
rendered patriotic songs. Great credit was given to the various committees and parti cularly to the women, on whom
the lion's share of the work fell.
Some 130 made the trip from Trail by special train.

The following is a full list of the men who have joined the Trail- Rossland Company of the 54" battalion- W. F. W.
Truswell, J. Fisher, C. H. Clay, E. B. Harkn ess, F. C. Campbell, G. S. Woodland, R.H. East, P. Hannah, R. W.
James, M.A. Orford, R. W. Scott, L. V. Harkness, A. E. Ryder, D. Daniels, R. Hesketh, A. C. Chapman, T.
Crann age, A. Etheringt on, E. Roger, J. C. Howe, F. Weir, A McLeod, H. G. Lewis, J. A. Milanovich, C. Berg, H.
Lewery, H. E. S. McLeod, E. Walker, F. Tavasall, M. Roserick, D. B. Gillespie, P. Handley, T. Hanna, J. Donahe, S.
Giovich, G. Braki ch, R. H. Campbell.
Mobilization orders were received on Tuesday by Capt. Davis. According to these, Grand Forks, Ross land and Trail
will make a company, No. 3 Company. This will be about 80 men short ofa full company so it is very likely that
recruiting will go on particularly in view ofthe fact that 250 men will be sent to Shorrncliffe from the 54 battalion
for reinforcements. This means that present shortages and the possible number of men who will be turned down at
Vernon as physically unfit that another half battalion of men will be required to make the 54" up to strength. Capt
Davis will br in comm and and of No. 3 company for the time being, a matter for profound satisfaction to the TrailRossland platoon. The Capt. ls deservingly popular with the men of both for his unfailing courtesy and kindness and
also on account of his knowledge which he freely imp arts both on parade and at nightly lectures.
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Friday, June 18, 1915

SOLDIER BOYS
LEAVE FOR VERNON
Trail's detachment for the Kootenay-Boundry (54th) Battalion in company with their Rossland comrades, departed
from that city on Friday evening last for the concentration camp at Vernon. At the station the enthusiasm was
intense. Hundreds of citizens gathered to bid good-bye, and Gods-speed to our boys and the fact that many of our
gallant boys of the Kootenay and Boundry who had gone before had either given up their lives, been wounded, or
were prisoners of war, was apparent in the minds of those who paid tribute. To the members of the contingent.
No body of finer men has le.ft any Canadian town.
AB a mascot of the company, they are taking with them a little brown dog "Jerry."
The men were met at Robson by another contingent from the Boundry where the "Bonnington" was in waiting to
convey them to Arrowhead, proceeding from thence by special train to Vernon.
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Friday, June 25, 1915

NEWS OF THE 54
KOOTENAYBATTALION
From various letters received this week from Major Davis, Quartermaster Sergt. M. A. Orford, Pte. R. W. James,
Corp. J. A. Meldrum and Corp. W. Truswell, the following account of the doings of the Trail platoon "C" Company
of the 54 Battalion now training at Vernon has been gathered.
The battalion, 9 18 strong, arrived at Vernon at 4:30 P.M. on Sunday, June 13 and were met by the band of the 47%
and the C, M. R.,and marched into camp, one mile from Vernon in a very heavy rainstorm. Next morning "C"
Company was all present, and to date has an absolutely clean record so far as crime is concerned.
The medical examination was held on Friday, June 18, and as no man have returned, was apparently satisfactory to
all the men.
On the 17 Major Davis went to Penticton to swear on the Penticton band, which volunteered en mass, and will be
the band of the 54, Major Davis thinks it quite possible that "C" company would go at once to England for
reinforcements; this company is made up as follows-No. 9 platoon, Grand forks; No. I0 and 11, Trail and Rossland,
and No. 12 Grand Forks, but who will go in command is not yet known. Reveille is at 5:30, physical drill from 5:45
to 6:30; squad drill 8:30 to HL:1$ and again from 1:45 to 4:30.
For the first two days it was rather uncomfortable, but now everything is in good shape and there was absolutely no
complaint. J. A. Meldrum has been transferred to one of the Grand Forks platoons, and has corporal stripes.
Handley and Howe are sergeants and Truswell and Crannage corporals. M. A. Orford is company quartermaster
Sergeant. Sergt.-Major is O. Matthews of Grand Forks, one of Major Davis' old battalion the "Devons," T. Lea
(Rossland football chili) is next and Sullivan third in rank Dick James has been transferred to the signalling section.
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Quartermaster Sergt. Orford was complimented on the manner he handled baggage during the trip to Vernon and the
company leads in every way, and are being held up to the rest of the battalion as models of propriety and good
progress. Most of this is unquestionably due to Major Davie who had taken, and is taking the keenest interest in the
men, and has done all he can to advance those worthy.
Altogether the news is of the most interesting description and a regular diary of the dings of the battalion will appear
in these columns, arrangements to that end having been perfected before the Trail and Ross land platoon entrained.

Friday, July 9, 1915

SOLDIER LIFE
AT VERNON
G.R. Thompson Furnishes An
Interest Accounts ofHis
Visit to the Camp
G. R. Thompson has returned from a trip to the coast, in connection with the C. P. R. Medical board and on his way
back stopped over at the camp at Vernon. He saw and spoke to nearly all of the boys in C company, and they were
all looking well and quite content with their surroundings. They are working hard almost continuously from 5:30 in
the morning until 4:30 in the afternoon.
Bugle sounds for turnout at 5:30. Shower bath, physical drill and inspection take up the time until 7:45. Then they
go into the hills for various kinds of drilling until 11:45 and return to camp for dinner, leaving camp again at 12:45
for drill. On alternate days they make a ten mile march, returning to camp at 4:30. On days they take the march,
they are accompanied by a field canteen, to provide them with water and refreshments. After supper the time is their
own until 9:30, but they must be in their tents for roll call at that hour; lights out at 10:15.
Each man on arriving at Vernon, was supplied with the following kit: one rubber sheet; one rubber bag for clothes;
one razor; shaving brush and soap; one clothes brush; shoe brush and polish; and billy can, knife, fork and spoon.
They have no beds, but spread their rubber sheet on the hard clay, using their dunnage sack for a pillow, and the
blanket for covering. There are eight men to a tent.

It is interesting to see the strict discipline and for a new camp, the almost system of organization. For the short time
in training it is remarkable to note the way the men have adapted themselves to the rules laid down for their
guidance. Bulletin Boards are posted each evening, posting certain members of the company for various positions
on the following day, such as assistant cooks, assistants in the canteen, etc. Once a week, each battalion is marched
to a lake close to camp, to bath. Besides this .they have their shower each morning and a personal inspection ever
day.
The boys had not received their dress uniforms when Mr. Thompson left, but are expecting them daily. They have,
however, been supplies with fatigue uniforms consisting of khaki shirts and trousers. The camp has been provided
with a perfect sewerage and drainage system, while all refuse from the kitchen goes to the incinerator. Another
striking feature to Mr. Thompson was the shower bath system. A pipe about seven feet from the ground, extending
the full width of the camp, perforated at intervals with a spray nozzle, is boxed in where four tp six men can take a
shower at one time, under the inspection ofan officer. This is a daily performance, which is rigidly adhered to.
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The kitchen appointments are very interesting, each company being supplied with a kitchen for the men and one for
the officers. The men are lined up and approach the kitchen in twos, with their billycan open and receive their
portion of meats, vegetable, bread and butter and tea, turn ing to the right and left, as the next two men approach.
The canteen supplied with soft drink s, ice cream and fruits as well as other necessaries. Each man on application
received a ticket similar to a meal ticket, marked on the margin with a figur e S, and whatever they buy from the
canteen, is punched to cover the amount purchased. This is deducted from their pay at the end of the month. There
is a small profit made from the canteen, at the request of the men, is to be donated to a fund for the erection ofa
home for crippled soldiers. The location of this home is not yet decided upon.
Any person visiting the camp desirous leave for relative or friends, should apply to the captain or other officers of
the company who will provide a pass entitling the soldier to a reasonable leave of absence.
It is very interesting to note the friendly jealousy which exists between the different companies. In conversation with
the men of the various companies in the camp, each one boosts his own. For the first draft for England, the D
company has been chosen. This company is made up of the men from Kamloops, Revelstoke and main line points.
Their choice was not from any particular efficiency over other companies, but for reasons that D company first came
under the medical examination in camp, and were vaccinated and inoculated and prepared in other ways to leave
camp before the other companies.
In an interview with Major Davis, who will be remembered as having been in charge of the charge of the recruiting
camp in Rossland. Major Davis spoke most highly of C company, which is made up of Rossland and Trail boys, and
assured Mr. Thompson that he was never before so proud to be identified with a body of men and had never before
commanded a more creditable body of men in all respects. The boys fully reciprocate this sentim ent and look upon
Major Davis as a personal friend, going to him for advice, and freely accepting his decision.
In the matter of sending parcels to the boys while at Vernon, Mr. Thompson made a particular inquiry as to the
nature of remembrance which would be the most useful and necessary, and the wish expressed to him was that any
presents should consist of preserves, cakes, or other delicacies as the men receiving the regimental pay, which is
sufficient to provide them with socks, or other clothing, tobacco and the likes. The officer also expressed the same
view.
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Friday, July 16, 1915

HOME FROM THE

CAMP
News About the Trail Boys at
Vernon-Some Good Stories
Private Richard W. James, Signal Corps, 54 Battalion, in training at Vernon, B. C., visited Trail this week, the guest
of Arthur Wh eeler, Jr. And J. H. Burrows. He was inoculated against typhoid fever and managed to get his sick
leave lengthened from the usual four days to seven.
While here he told many excellent yams of the more interment doing of the Trail boys, many of them well worth
repeating.
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The wits ofthe Trail company are George Woodland and Alex McLeod, the former particularly being the life and
soul of the company. He was given a straw hat by the company quarter-master whom he has named Sergt. Akward.
The said hat was in rather a damaged condition. In fact, it was in two pieces, the top and the brim. Woodland is
nothing ifno up-to-date and he proceeded to put on his hat on parade, by numbers. No. 1 place on the brim; No. 2
add the crown; and No. 3 come to attention. Of course, his antics are killingly funny and his new military movement
day reporting that he had no boots (their equipment has not yet been handed out was promptly relieved from the
route march and given a job a hundred times more arduous.
Andy Prior has been a essence of good behaviour since his arrival. One night his tent mates raised cain generally.
Andy slept through it all and next day was arrested with the rest for creating a disturbance. Poor Andy looked dazed
but took it in good part.
Everything possible is done to make the camp life exhilarating and not monotonous. There are plenty of games,
cricket, baseball and football. The Penticton band joined as a unit and the men are given enough of their pay to get a
bugle ban d of 16 in add ition.
Private James, himself, looked the picture of good health, and if the balance of the Trail draft looks as wen as he
does, the change has proven beneficial to them all. The biggest changes are in Cannage and Ryder, the former has
got much stouter and the latter much thinner. Billy Truswell is making good and will make a good non-com.
Although the story was of a most interesting nature and Private James left for his duties on Tuesday evening. The
balance of the Trail boys will be granted leave in their turn.
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Friday, September 3, 1915

MILITARY NEWS
Reported Death of "Red''
Sexsmith
News from Vernon bas been very meagre recently. and the fact that the censor absolutely prohibited any news being.
published has also had its effects; this prohibited has now been rescinded and the following items will, doubtless, be
of general interest.

J. A. Meldrum of Trail has been offered and has accepted a commission in the 62 under Col. Hulme; this battalion
is, it is understood, in training in Vancouver."Mickey" Mercer and "Red" Sexsmith, the well known hockey player,
left Barkerville to join the 54", From the news already received it has been learned that the latter was killed in an
automobile accident on the way out. There are no details available.
Instructions were received from Ottawa late Saturday night "that all recruiting be suspended until further notice."
This reached Trail on Tuesday morning, no men will, therefore, be accepted until the order is amended.
The commanding officer was telegraphed too on Wednesday evening by the recruiting officer here for leave for
Private Carl Berg to attend the funeral of his step-father, the late Albert Martin McLean. He should arrive at Trail
to-night on the 10:30 train.

375

Friday, September l 7, 1915
Earl "Red Sexsmith was killed recently in the Devils Canyon, between Stanley and Barkerville, the car in which he
was riding went over the embankm ent when changing gears.
k%¥kkkk%%¥%kk#; %kkk¥&kk%¥j kkk%¥¥k%k%¥¥kkk¥¥kk ¥kk%kk¥k¥¥ $kky #kkk; kkkkkk¥¥kkkkkk$¥% k¥ %¥k%¥k¥

Friday, November 19, 1915
Vernon, B. C. Nov. 18-Announcement has at last been made that the 54" Battalion has gone overseas and are now
on their way to the front to join in the battling.
When the troops departed they were accorded a great ovation.

Battalion Officers
Officer Commanding, Lieut-Col A. H. G. Kemball, C, D., Kaslo; Senior Major, Major R. D. Davies, Cranbrook;
Junior major, Major Hungerford Pollen, Cranbrook; Adjutant, Capt. William Neilson, Fruitvale; Quartermaster,
Capt. W. G. Foster, Nelson; Assistant Adjutant Lieut. J. E. D' Arey Rowe, Vancouver; Machine Gun Officer, Lieut.
C. E. Bentley,, Penticton; Signal Officer, Lieut. J. A. Ridgway-Wilson, Victoria; Medical Officer, Capt. J. H.
Hamilton, Revelstoke; Chaplin, Rev. James H. White, Ebume; Paymaster, Capt. R. H. Green, Victoria.

Company Officers
"A" Company-O fficer Commanding, Major Gilbert Anderson, Nelson; Second in Command, Capt. Holmes A Court;
Platoon Commanders Lieut. F. D. Smith, Cranbrook; H. C. Green, Kaslo; Lieut. O. H. Hepworth, New Westminister;
Lieut. P. G. Farr, Vancouver.
"BCompany-Officer Commanding, Major L. Mu!lock-Webster, Prince Rupert; Second in Command, Capt. G. G.
Moffat, Fernie; Platoon Commanders, Lieut. H., B. Hicks and Lieut. H. H. Bourne, Cranbrook; Lieut. J. S. Gladwin,
Michel; Lieut. J. Forbes, New Westminister, formerly with the Bank of Montreal, New Denver.
"C" Company-Commanding Officer, Major F. Traivis Lucas, Prince Rupert; Second in Command, Capt. R. B.M.
Cameron, Armstrong; Platoon Commanders, Lieut. M. P. Lane, Revelstoke; Lieut. Renouf, Vancouver; Lieut. F. J.
Dawson, Kamloops; Lieut. T. E. L. Taylor, Revelstoke.
There are three officers yet to be appointed-second in command of"A" Company, one platoon commander of"B"
Company and the commander of base company.

Senior Non-Corns
The battalion sergeant-major is J. W. Pierce, who came to the 54 from the 48 battalion, C. E. F., Victoria, with a
record of long experience in the Imperial Army. The battalion quartermaster sergeant is J. C. Carruthers, who has
been in business for many years in the Kootenay, and who is well known from one end of the country to the other as
"Cap" Carruthers. The senior non-com of the various companies are: "A"Company, sergeant-major A. Coombes,
Kaslo; quartermaster sergeant, George Craft, Nakusp; "B" Company sergeant-major P.H. Loveridge, Golden;
quartermaster Sergeant C. W. Hason, Fernie; "C" Company sergeant-major Harry Edwards, Kaslo; quartermaster
sergeant R. D. Mc'Tavish, Nelson; "D Company sergeant-major W. F. Schmehl, Cranbrook; quartermaster sergeant
J. M. Dronsfield, Kitto's Landing.
The staff sergeants include: Orderly room sergeant W. Holmes, Nelson; paymaster sergeant D. B. Darley, Nelson;
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armourer's sergeant E. W. Steel, Nelson; master tailor sergeant Alex Smith, Nelson, sergeant shoe maker, W. H.
May, Vancouver; pioneer sergeant, W. Pasco, Nelson; transport sergeant A. A. Taylor, Kaslo; bandmaster A. C.
Spencer, Penticton; sergeant drummer A. F. Reynolds, Vancouver; sergeant cook H. V. Morgan, Revelstoke;
sergeant attached to quartermasters department J. L. Curveon, Revelstoke.
The officer ofthe first and second overseas drafts are as follows;
First overseas draft-officer commanding, Capt. Anthony Turner, Victoria, formerly ofNelson; lieutenants E. A.
Rand, New Westminister; A. A. Archer, Kamloops; C. G. McLean and W. Clegg Smith, Vancouver.
Second overseas draft-officer commanding, Lieut. N. L. Tooker, Duncan; lieutenant P, J. Audy, Vernon; W. A.
Woodward, Vancouver; D. A. McQuarrie, Wells; F. M. Raphael, Vancouver.
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Friday, 14, January 14, 1916

LETTERS FROM TRAIL
RECRUITS AT FRONT
Wm. Dunbar, M. A. Orford,
Ray Jones, P. Janni.
Letters containing details regarding camp life are constantly received by relatives and friends from Trail recruits who
are now in firing tine in France or elsewhere, or who are in camp in Canada or England awaiting orders to proceed to
the front. From time to time, it recipients will bring the letter or extracts from them to the News, they will be of
interest to our readers.

Battle Souvenirs
Mrs. Annie Dunbar, whose son William Dunbar, went from Trail in the first contingent, has written to his mother and
forwarded some souvenirs ofthe Battle ofYpres and Loos, where so many brave Canadian boys laid down their
lives for the Empire. Mrs. Dunbar's father and husband were also soldiers ofthe King.
The souvenirs which have been received by Mrs. Dunbar, are certainly telling mementos ofthe terrible battles her
son was in. They include rings made from a German shell, a German Grenade, which did not explode, German
bullets and shrapnel bullets, bands for Teuton shells, etc.

Orford at Shorncliffe
Malcolm A. Orford, who went with the third contingent from Trail last fall, has written to Arthur Wheeler, he being
now in No. 3 company, second 54" draft, 39 Reserve Battalion, at Shorcliffe. He states they had a pleasant
crossing and sighted no submarines till they arrived at Devonport-and they were British.. Orford still holds the rank
of quartermaster sergeant which was confirmed before he left Vernon training camp, but has now entered the
machine gun school, to qualify as an instructor in machine gunnery, which he says is very interesting. After passing
the test, ifnot kept as an instructor, he may go to France.
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Orford speaks of one tragedy that took him, which was that he had but thirty minutes with his wife in Quebec before
the transport sailed-and that she was dreadfully?- up. He stated that all the boys are well, and enclosed a copy of
Nugget, the weekly publication issued aboard the transport California.

3 15 Millimetre Shells
Pete Ianni, one of the Italian reservists, who was formerly employed in the Trail lead refinery, writes to friends here
from Genoa fortress, where he is in the garrison artillery and wishes to be remembered to the boys in Trail.
Janni went out with Italian contingent from Trail last fall and tells something about the routine of his work in the
Italian city. He is handling the 315 millimetre shells, little fellow that, in plain English, have a diameter of about 14
1/4 inches. Evidently, that are the kind the King Emmanuel's troops are now hurling at the Austrians.

Praise For Hospital
Postmaster Brown has received a letter from Ray Jones, who went from Trail with on of the early contingents, that is
brim full of interest. He was wounded, hit in the knee, and though himself lucky even though, he was in the hospital
five months and under two operations.
Jones cannot say enough for the hospital-he wrote from the central military hospital, Cambridge-stating that it was
like paradise to him to get between clean sheets after months in the trenches and all that such a life means. The
nurses, he stated, could not do enough for him and other wounded comrades. His brother Bill, who also came from
Trail with him, was hit once and was out of the war game for three weeks, but is hard at it again. He also has two
brothers, one only 16 years of age, in the British artillery making four in the family at the front.
Jones was glad ro see a copy of the Trail News, as it reminded him of home. He stated that they surely had some fun
since leaving Trail, like when playing hockey here. He asks particularly to be remembered to inquiring friends,
writing just before the holidays and wishing them a Merry Christmas. His address is 23492, F, Company, 9" Reserve
Company, East Battalion, East Bandling Camp, Shomncliffe.
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Friday, June 2, 1916
Mrs. E. W. Hazelwood has received a letter from Edwin Harkness, who went from Trail with the 54" Battalion a
years ago, from a hospital "somewhere in France," being No. 3 Canadian General Hospital. He was wounded in the
shoulder, but is doing nicely. He saw Art Chapman at division headquarters and sys he looks fine.
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Friday, June 9, 1916
Mrs. L. V. Weir had a letter from her brother, Wes Weir, from Belgium this week saying Edwin Harkness was lucky
in having only a shrapnel wound in his shoulder, and is getting along nicely. He said he saw Reg Campbell coming
out of the trenches and he looked well.
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Friday, June 23, 1916

Trail Suffers at the Front
Last Saturday a wire was received from Ottawa by D. H. Chapman that his son D. H. Chapman has been killed
somewhere in France, fighting for the Empire. He was 29 years of age, and left in the 54" battalion, last year, later
becoming a member of the machine gun unit. Chapman was at one time on the staff of the Trail News, and when he
enlisted was a machinist with the Consolidated here, being also an accomplished musician.
Carl Berg, who left with Chapman and joined the Canadian Mounted Rifles, was badly crushed, but not seriously,
according to word received this week by his mother, Mrs. Albert McLean.
Mrs. H. E. McLeod has received word that Mr. McLeod was wounded and is in the 4" Canadian Field Hospital in
France.
H.B. Fuller, assistant purchasing agent of the Consolidated has received information that his brother, Lieut. Howard
H. Fuller, was killed in action in France. Lieut. Fuller left with the 29 Battalion from Vancouver, and went through
all the heavy fighting, having just been promoted to a captaincy in the 48" Highlanders of Toronto.
Walter Truswell, of Trail, was recently thrown by an outlaw horse in France and trampled on, being sent to hospital
but now being out again.
Paddy McDonough has received word that Leonard Moore, who played lacrosse with him in Alberta was killed in
Action In France, his name appeared recently in casualty lists.
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Friday, October 13, 1916

Trail Boys in Khaki
This week word was receive in Trail that several of our boys had been wounded in action in France. Mrs. Truswell
was advised by wire from Ottawa that one of her sons, now defending the Empire, William T. Truswell, had been
wounded in the foot. Mrs. Dunbar, whose son also enlisted from Trail and now in the trenches, was telegraphed to
that he has been wounded in the leg.
John Carter received word from his son in France that he has been wounded in the right arm again, but is getting
along nicely.
Douglas Seaton Thompson, son of Mrs. V. M/ Campbell and brother of Mrs. W. E. B. Moneypenny, city clerk of
Trail, has been wounded somewhere in France now being in the military hospital in Boulogne. He received a
gunshot wound in the face and bis back was injured.
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Friday, November 10, 191 6

Trail Boys in Khaki
G. H. Malatt has heard from his wounded son, Sinclair, who was operated on in hospital at Stoke-on-Trent, England,
379

when a six inch piece ofshrapnel was extracted.
Conductor Joe Bradshaw, had a cable this week that his son, Chas. H. Bradshaw, is in No. 6 Red Cross hospital,
Etaples, France, with a wound to the chest
A. E. Campbell, whose son, Reggie was last week reported missing , had word from Ottawa this week that he is now
on the wounded list.

J. H. Schfield, M. L. A., had a letter from his son, James, from Quebec, that further word from him and other Trail
boys would not be forthcoming till their battalion, the 196 reached the other side ofthe water.
D. W. MacLeod, son of J. A. MacLeod, writes his father that he is now at the front in France and is well.
C. S. Kincade, who went out from Trail, and is in the Canadian Pioneers, writes F. N. Noyer from somewhere in
France that he is well and on the active fighting line.

Mrs. A. J. Martin has received the sad news that Russell Merchant, son ofher brother, died ofwounds on October
13 in France, while fighting for his country, in the Ontario Rifles.
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Friday, December 15, 1916
Memorial services were held in Knox Presbyterian Church last Sunday morning for Corp. H. S. Marlett, son of G. H.
Marlatt, who recently died in hospital in England from wounds received serving his King and Country in France. A
special program was arranged and an address given by Rev. A. M, O'Donnell suitable to the occasion.
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Friday, December 22, 1916

Trail Boys in Khaki
Carl berg, who is writing his mother, Mrs. M. McLean has received word from Victoria extending his leave of
absence, until Christmas. Mr. Berg was recently invalided home from the front, where, he was severely wounded.
He is gradually recovering his health.
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Friday, January 5, 1917

Trail Boys in Khaki
Sgt. W. Atwood, who spent the holidays here, returned Wednesday to camp with his new battalion at New
Westminster.
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Friday, February 9, 1917

Trail Boys in Khaki
This week Mrs. Nobel Binns received a letter from her brother, Wm. Clark, formerly ofYmir, who went out to the
front in the 54 Battalion, having transferred to a tunnelling company. He stated he had met a Corpl. Of the 54",
who informed him that Sergt. A- W. Jack had been recommended for a commission for conspicuous gallantry. His
company was making an attack to capture a German position. All the officers were killed and he took command and
carried the men through to victory with a loss ofJess men than any company that took part in the engagement. Jack
was a Trail resident being on the staff of the Bank ofB. N. A. Here. Having transferred to Headley, he enlisted at
that point, but is well known in Trail.

*************************************************************************************************
Friday, February 9, 1917

Trail Boys in Khaki
Lance Corporal Reggie Campbell, of Trail, son of Collector Archie Campbell, who had been wounded twice, is now
back in France once more, still doing his best.

Chuck Clark, invalided back to Canada, has been spending the week in Rossland and is still interested in hockey,
having been referee of several ofthe carnival games.

Friday, March 30, 1917

Won Military Medal
Trail Man Gets Word of Son's
Brave Deed.
G. R. Foulston, in the assay office ofthe Consolidated Company in Trail, received word this week that his son,
Corporal George Foulston, who enlisted from Columbia Gardens, has been awarded the Military Medal for
conspicuous bravery on the battlefields in France.
The special deed for which Corporal Foulston was remembered by the Military Medal was the bringing in of
wounded under heavy fire. He is now in England, taking his commission of lieutenant.

Friday, April 27, 1917

HEAVY CASUALTY LIST
CONTAINS SEVERAL TRAIL NAMES
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Some Houses in District in Mourning
And Many Local Boys Have Been Wounded.
The casualty list now being published daily, following the heavy but effective fighting in France, in which the
Canadians so splendidly distinguished themselves, is bring sorrow to a number of homes in Trail and vicinity. Most
of them are wounded, but here and there the grim reaper has done his work.
F. W. Vipond of Nakusp, was reported killed in action in Thursday casualty list He had pervious been wounded,
being attached to the artillery. He was a brother of Miss Vipond, former instructor at the Annebell School.

Word was received by Mrs. A. McLean from Erik Harkness, who is at the Brockville camp with the Forestry
Battalion, that his son, Edwin B. Harkness, had been wounded in the forearm. Edwin enlisted in the 54" Battalion a
year and a half ago, being now but 17 years old, but large for his age. He was wounded once in the shoulder,
recovered and went back to the trenches.
Herbert and Fred Morrison, brothers, enlisted from Columbia Gardens. Herbert laid down his life some weeks ago
and the dispatch now states that Fred also made the supreme sacrifice, the mother still lives at the Garden. Last
Friday another brother, James Morrison, who had been wounded at the front, arrived home to visit his mother while
absent on furlough for three months to receive news of his brother having been killed,
Mr. Richard Trnswell received a cable from the secretary of war from London yesterday that her son Walter D.
Truswell had been admitted to the army hospital at Etaples, France on April 22 , from a slight gunshot wound in the
thigh.
Word has been received that M. L. Cooper, who enlisted from Waneta, has been wounded in the recent fighting in
France.
Robert F. Irving, of Waneta, is reported as having been killed in action in France in one of the recent battles. He was
formerly a Fire Warden in his district.
James P. Schofield, son of J. H. Schofield, M. L.. A., who was reported wounded last week, somewhere in France, is
in hospital at Boulog e.
R. C. Crowe received word Wednesday, that his brother B. A. Crowe had been wounded in the groin and is in
serious condition in France. Private Crowe, age 24, enlisted with the 47 Battalion in Vancouver in the summer of
1915, but has been ill for 15 months with typhoid and pneumonia, only having been at the front a month. Two more
brothers are in the trenches.
William Buterac, son of Matt Buterac, of Trail, is reported wounded in the arm being in a French hospital. Young
William was but 15 years old when he enlisted in training at Calgary, before leaving for the front He had formerly
lived with his father in Trail
k.
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Friday, May 4, 1917
Fred E. Campbell wounded-Mrs. Campbell has received word from Ottawa, that her husband, Frank E. Campbell
received a gunshot wound in the left arm and jaw on April II" and is at No. 22 stationary hospital in France. He
went out with the 54" and was transferred to the 29" Battalion, C. E. F.
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Mrs. E. A. Campbell, mother of Mrs. W. E. B. Moneypenn y, received a wire from Ottawa yesterday that her son
Douglas Seaton Moneypenny had been wounded in the wrist April 10 in France in one of the battles ofVimy Ridge.

Friday, May 17, 1917
According to a letter received by his fath er, Thomas Jackson, Private Matt Jackson better known in Trail as
"General" is suffering from "dacryocystitis," an inflamm ation of the tear sac of the eye. He is at auxiliary military
hospital at Mount Pleasant, Lan cashire, England.

R. C. Crowe received sad information Saturday that his brother, Private Bertrand Crowe, who was wounded by a
gunshot to the groin on April 22, has passed away in the hospital in France, leaving a wife in Vancouver, where he
enlisted. Previously he spent some 15 months in hospital suffering from pneumonia and fever.

Lieutenant Don McQuarrie of Nelson, son of M. H. McQuarrie, who had his jaw shot away by a sniper at the battle
of Courcellette, France and had been visiting his parents in Nelson, was in Trail today with his father. Lieutenant
McQuarrie is recovering nicely and expects shortly to return to the front in France.

Friday, May 25, 1917

Sergt. Wesley Weir
Seriously Wounded
This morning Mrs. G. F. Weir received a cablegram to the effect that her son, Sergt. Wesley Weir, has been seriously
wounded in the thigh and had been received in General Hospital No. 25 at Etaples, France on the 14 of June. No
further parti culars were given in the message.
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Friday, September 28, 191 7

Jim Schofield
Helped to Capture
A Machine Gun
James P. Schofield, son of J. H. Schofield, M. L. A, wrote to his mother after being slightly wounded recently, the
following interesting letter from somewhere in France, which was received this week.

France, Aug.

28, 1917

Dear Mother--Well old Fritz had another shot at me last Thursday evening; and as you will probably know by the
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time this reaches you, got me in the right arm and face with a little shrapnel, just the same as before. Nothing serious
and just enough to get me out of the line. I am being discharged from the hospital tonight to go to a convalescent
camp, so you see I didn't get hurt much.
We were in a pretty hot spot in a certain French town-you can guess where-and I was congratulating myself because
we were to come out the next night and I had escaped being hurt. Besides, our platoon, number 4, had done good
work, capturing 12 prisoners and salvaging (finding) two good German machine guns with about 4000 rounds of
ammunition, one of which we used against the Boches next night We also found 300 gold-tipped cigarettes, a bottle
of wine, cigars and various other things in a cement gun emplacement. Our major was tickled to death when we
came running from No Man's Land with the gun over our shoulders. That night we took possession of the
emplacement and it was a fin e place; evidently it had been used by officers, as there was a dandy big spring couch
and about a half a dozen mattresses-quite a treat for the boys who took charge of it.
Well, as I said, I was considering myself lucky and was just finishing my supper when along came a 5 .9 shell and
lights a few yards away. It got four of us out of seven, but none was hurt badly. We got over the block in the trench
where our post was and beat it to the cement emplacement, where we were dressed and waited until dark to go out.
Believe me, we weren't long in getting out, either.
The first night we stayed in a field ambulance hut and from there we motored to a C. C. S. (Casualty clearing
station), where we were put to bed for a day and a night. Next morning we took the hospital train and came here to
the 20" General Hospital?. We were put to bed again, between sheets this time, and the Sisters dressed our
wounds. I stayed there all night and the next day, and only got up this morning. Hated to leave the sheets.
29-8-11 Am leaving for a convalescent camp this afternoon and from there will go to the base again and then on up
the line. Ever your affectionate son, JIM.
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Friday, October 12, 1917

"Just Received
Six Pair of
Dandy Socks"
When the ladies of Trail got up their "Sock Day" campaign, with Mrs. F. D. Forlin as chairman and Miss L. V. Weir
as Secretary, which resulted in over 1000 pairs being made and forwarded to the front for the boys in khaki, an effort
was made to have the men from Trail especially remembered. Recently a letter of appreciation from Robert Walker
showing heartfelt thanks, and herewith we give one from A. W. Jack, who prior to his enlistment was teller in the
local branch of the Bank ofB. N. A:
France, 16 September, 1917
Dear Miss Weir-I've just received a parcel containing six pair of dandy socks and as the slip inside tells me that they
are from good old Trail and that you are the secretary-treasurer of the Sock Committee, I must write to thank you
very much.
I am a awfully poor correspondent and I've no doubt all my old friends in Trail must think that I've totally forgotten
them-however, that is far from the case.
From time to time I get little gifts such as the present one and you've no idea what a pleasant feeling it is to be
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remembered by the old friends across "the pond." The boys here get little enough pleasure in the routine of their
daily life, so that the arrival of a parcel from Canada gives quite a little "fillup," to the days proceeding and it is
appreciated, believe me.
I don't see many of the Trail boys around now. Tom Crannage, the barber, is still with the battalion, of course, he
and I are something in the nature oflandmarks in the 54 now, although my work is scarcely so sedentary as his.

I came across Jim Schofield once in a while, also young Cave, who was in the Bank of Montreal, Rossland.
haven't seen Jimmy McKay or young Guernsey of late, I guess they are still 0. K.
Please remember me to all old friends in Trail and with kindest regards and many thanks to the Sock Committee.
Your sincerely
A. W. Jack
Lieut. A Co. 54 Batt. Can. Inf.
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Friday, May 3, 1918

News and Notes of

TRAIL BOYS IN KHAKI
Under Union Jack and Old Glory
Lieut. Orford, who left Trail with the 54 Battalion, is convalescing with relatives in New Brunswick, suffering from
shell shock and injuries to his hand.

Jack Schofield, son of J. H. Schofield, M. L. A., who spent some time in England after being wounded, is now again
in France after being in Belgium.

Corpl. Reggie Campbell, who left Trail in 1915 with the 54" battalion, writes to his father, Archie Campbell, that all
is going well (March 25) and although tired he is feeling good.
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Friday, May 9, 1918
Trail boy in hospital-word come that H. G. Lewis, who went from Trail with the 54 Battalion, is in the Woodcote
Hospital, Epsom, surrey, England, recovering from a severe attack from gas. For two weeks he was blind, but is
gradually recovering.
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Friday, June 4, 1918

News and Notes of

TRAIL BOYS IN KHAK I
Under Union Jack and Old Glory
James Peverley Schofield , son of Jas. H. Schofield, M. L. A. Is still with a machine gun company in France, writes
he is being splendidly fed and occasionally enjoys a ball game behind the lines where he is now located.

Friday, September 13, 1918

TRAIL BOYS IN KHAK I
Capt. A. W. Jack writes Miss Weir from a hot spot in France acknowledging socks from Trail and they came in
particularly handy.

J. H. Schofield, M. L.A., this week received a photograph from his son J. P. Schofield, who is with a machine gun
unit in France, plainly showing the trenches and Jimmy himself and others of his company.

JIMMY SCHOFIELD
WOUNDED
After his father, mother and brother had started this morning for Creston, word came from France that James P.
Schofield had ben wounded in the thigh in action. The information was forwarded to them at Castlegar. He was
admitted to hospital September 4".
This is the third time he has been wounded.
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Friday, October 4, 1918
In England hospital-James P. Schofield, son of Mr. And Mrs. James H. Schofield, writes his parents from No. 16
General Canadian Hospital, Kent, England, that the wound he received in action in France on September 3", while
serving with his machine gun company, was hit in the thigh and that no bones were broken. He expects to be out on
crutches in a few days and gave a graphic description of the events in the great drive in France.
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Friday, October 25, 1918

IN AND AROUND TRAIL
Many friends in Trail will sympathize with Mayor and Mrs. H. M. McQuarrie, ofNelson, in the loss oftheir son,
Capt Don McQuarrie, recently killed in France.

Jas. P. Schofield, who was wounded a few weeks ago in the great drive in France, writes his father, J. H. Schofield,
M. L. A., that he is receiving the best treatment in the Canadian hospital, Kent, England, and would be our shortly,
though not able to return to France for several months. The piece ofshrapnel in the leg was taken out in Boulogne,
just before he crossed to England.

Friday, October 25, 1918

"LIFE SAVERS" SENT TO
TRAIL BOYS AT FRONT
ACKNOWLEDGED
Senior Girl's Club of This
City Hear How Welcome
They Are.
One Writes "Like a Gift From Above
Another Could Use a Sweater-

Appreciated.
Miss DeGagne, secretary ofthe Senior Girts' Club ofthis city, has received a number ofacknowledgment of
packages of cigarettes which were sent to Trail men in khaki who are in the service oftheir country overseas. One
and all they showed that the thoughtfulness ofthe Senior Girls ofTrail is appreciated to the full. Here are some of
the extracts:
Private S. K. Watkin writes from France under the date of September 15", and tells ofsome ofhis experiences, how
two ofhis mates were blown to pieces at his side by a German shell etc. He asked ifany one can send him a pullover sweater, as it would come extremely useful to him and that he is will gladly pay for the same ifone is available.
He says the cigarettes are indeed welcome, more so than almost anything else that could be offered.
Sergt. George Gray writes from France dated 15" , saying the boys are giving Fritz all he wants and more. He
appreciated the cigarettes and wished to know how much a large box would cost. They are scarce in his unit,
apparently. He sends regards from all the Trail bunch and asks that the cigarettes be sent as soon as possible John A.
Warren, ofthe 54 battalion, writes that his cigarettes, sent through the Overseas Club by the Senior Girls ofTrail
were like a gift from above, so welcome they were. He had just smoked his last cigarette when the parcel arrived
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The 14" platoon sends a composite note oft hanks, the writer saying that no one can realize how much the cigarettes
are appreciated by the boys in the trenches, reminding them that they are not forgotten by those left behind in
Canada.
Pte John Godfrey writes that smokes were exceedingly scarce when the Trail packages arrived and they were
doubted welcome and appreciated accordingly.
Jack M. Raymond, September 1 states that they were delightfully surprised to receive cigarettes and that they were
more than welcome.
Pte. James Grimley, a Canadian soldier, wrote that the cigarettes were a lifesaver, and it was good to get a good
smoke once in a while.
W. Allen, on September 12" writes from France, greatly appreciating the kindness ofthe club in sending the
packages.
George H. E. Degg writes appreciatively ofthe receipt ofthe cigarettes and also the socks which he had received
from Trail ladies. He states that is the way all the boys in the 54" battalion about it. He was wounded on September
2" and writes from Blighty, stating that he is sure all the boys in the battalion just love all the women who are so
thoughtful ofthem in sending the things they needed most.
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Friday, January IO, 1919
James P. Schofield, son ofJames H. Schofield, M. L. A., arrived from overseas last Monday, his father meeting him
in Creston. The young man was attached to a machine gun company and was wounded three times in active service,
having spent several months in hospital, in England. He was met at the station by the trumpet band ofthe G. W. V.
A.
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Friday, January 14, 1919

BELGIUM MAYOR MAKES
ADDRESS TO 54
BATTALION
Kootenay Soldiers Warmly
Welcomed by Oppressed
People.
Chief Executive of La Bouverie Gave
Address at Public Reception at
The Town Hall.
The following address delivered by the Mayor ofLa Bouverie, Belgium, at a public reception, in the Town Hall of
that city in honour ofthe 45" (Kootenay) Canadian Battalion, November 18, 1919,
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To Col. A. B. Carey, D. S. O., officers and soldiers of Canada, Ladies and Gentlemen: -Detained by military duties, the commanding officer of the 45" Battalion, to his great regret was unable to take part
in the impromptu demonstrations planned by our people yesterday and in which his gallant regiment part, in honour
ofthe brave Canadian troops quartered in our district for a few days.
Today the Colonel is not only able, but glad to be present at this function, which will serve to establish in a tangible
way in our community the bonds of common sympathy, nay, more, of a mutual friendship which cannot fail to grow
from more to more between the Belgian and Canadian peoples,
May I be permitted to say once more how great is our admiration for and how deep our gratitude to those who served
our dear country.

Endure Four Years
For four years and three mon ths we endured the brutality and injustice of a militarism, which knew no restraint. We
experienced every kind of extortion, every evil of rule of force cruelly and shameless administered. But at last, on
the 9" of November, it was possible once more to breath the pure air of liberty. The Canadian Army coming to our
district for the first time brought us the deliverance so long and so eagerly expected.
We have tong been downcast and depressed, but now our heart are fult ofjoy and gladness.
Col. Carey, the inha bitants of La Bouverie have welcomed with great joy to the Canadian troops. It is our aim to
make their stay in our town as pleasant and agreeable as possible.
We hope that your soldiers may find in our country and by our firesides a little of the joy they have given up to their
land and in their homes over yonder for the sacred task of defending right and justice.
Honour to the brave Canadian troops. Honour to the officers who have led them to victory. All honour to the heroes
who have saved our nation and have restored to us independence.
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WOULD NOT HAVE MISSED
HIS EXPERIENCES
FOR THE WORLD
But Trail Soldier Does Not
Care to Go Through It
Again.
Several Return From Overseas Service
John Pike was War Prisoner
In Germany.
Several of Trait's soldiers return :from overseas service this week----some direct and some having stopped on the way
to see friends. Among them were Eric Harkness, Reggie Campbell, H. C. Kinrade and R. D. Salmon all arriving
Monday, John Pike reaching here the same evening.
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Eric Harkness, who for years was road foreman in Trail went over with the Forest Battalion. Kinrade was a painter
and also employed at the Crown Point Hotel. Salmon was on the staff of the Bank ofB. N. A. Campbell is the son
of Collector of Customs A. C. Campbell, while Pike's parents live here also.
Trooper Salmon, who was with the Strathcona's Horse in France, was wounded, sent to England to hospital and had
mumps and a few other things. He said he would not have missed it for the world, but would not care to go through
it again. He returned on the Northland.
Corp. Campbell went over with the Sixteenth Canadian Scottish in a draft from 54" battalion in 191 5, and served 20
months in France, being invalided back twice. He was in the Somm e, at the third battle of Ypres, at Hill 70, and in
the fighting around Lens, Arras and Vimy Ridge. He was also on the Northland of unsavoury reputation among
soldiers, and his comm anding officer was Lieut.-Col. Cy Peck, m. L. A., V. C., D. S. 0., with bar.

John Pike went over with the 54 th in 1915 and was taken prisoner in April 19 I 6, being held by the Germans for two
years and eight months till the Armistice was signed. He was in the famous Glessen prison camp, and thinks
conditions might have been worse, and were worse in some of the other camps. At one time he was working in a
foundry and when the arm istice was signed was employed on a farm . In June, 191 7 he attempted to escape, but was
recaptured and put in a stone quarry .
Pike had a brother, Roland, with the American in France, and another brother, Frank, who was recently discharged
from the R. C. A. F. Ar Toronto.
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Friday, February 28, 1919

WAS NEARLY STARVED
IN GERMAN PRISON
CAMP
System Efforts ofHun
Captor to Break Spirit of
Canadians.
Pte. John Pike of 54 Kootenay Battalion
Escaped But Was Recaptured.
Private John Pike, whose parents live in Trail, and who is now at the coast securing his discharge from the overseas
forces, spent nearly three years as a prisoner in Germany and had some pretty hard experiences. Toe following is
from the Northport News, of which his brother Frank Pike (formerly of the Royal Air Force) is one of the publishers,
another brother, Orlando, still being with the American forces over there.
Private Pike enlisted from Nelson with the 54 " Kootenay Battalion and crossed the ocean October, 1915, in an
earlier draft from that battalion transferring to the 29" of Vancouver, which was in need of reinforcements at the tim e
of arrival overseas.
J. Wood, of Ymir, was with John, having enlisted himself with him and accompanied him until they were captured;
Wood being wounded and taken to a German hospital, where he died.
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After being captured they were taken back to a village in Belgium. Where they were put in a cell for a couple of
days, and then sent to the German prison camp in Giessen. Here were prisoners ofwas of different
nationalities-French, Italian, English and Canadian.

Nearly Starved
The first work they had to comply with was in an iron foundry, being there for three months, and at times were on the
verge of starvation, and but for the parcels received from people at home and from the Canadian Red Cross would
have starved. Several minor fights occurred at the foundry which terminated in the prisoners ofwar being put to
work at rock quarries, etc. for punishment.
Occasionally serious accidents would occur at the iron foundries. One Irishman had both legs severed by a
locomotive and John also received a slight injury having smashed his toes and was sent back to Giessen for a year.
At this camp One loafofblack bread, a little soup and some raw fish had to be one day's ration for ten men.
He was sent to another foundry, one ofthe worst foundries in Germany for treatment. He worked there only three
shifts, escaping with another Canadian Prisoner of War and by the help ofa compass, obtained from a friendly
German civilian they got to within 40 miles of the Holland border, where they were recaptured by a German Game
Warden who was walking around with his rifle, and saw the two Canadian prisoners taking a quiet little lunch
composed ofa couple ofbiscuits. The German took them to a little village and kept them in a cell for three days,
giving them a small quantity offood twice. Both were near the verge ofstarvation at the time ofbeing recaptured.

Punished for Escaping
A sentry was sent from Giessen for the prisoners and took them back to camp, thence to a punishment camp, or as
called by the Germans, a "straffe kommando." Here john had his middle finger smashed and had to walk seven
miles to a civilian doctor to have it bound up and because oflack oftreatment remained crooked.
After recuperating he was sent to an iron mine, narrowly escaping death from falling down a shaft having caught
himselfwith one hand, thus saving his life. He was working here for three and a halfmonths being sent from there to
Giessen camp, again sick.
The most brutal treatment ofall was when some ofthe prisoners ofwar were put in a steam room and steamed.
After recovering he was sent back to a village farm; about ten prisoners ofwar were at various farms in this village
and were well treated fairly well. John was kept there until the signing ofthe Armistice. A short time after he was
on his way to Camp Giessen, but about halfway back three ofthem escaped the sentry and thus reached England a
week or so earlier than they would have otherwise done.
On the way back they passed through Metz, France and were at a base camp for several weeks before leaving for
Canada.

Friday, February 28, 1919

MET WITH TRUMPET BAND
Monday evening the G, W.V.A. Trumpet Band was on hand when the train fromNelson came in late, having on
board two of Trail's returning soldiers, who had been serving the Empire in France and Flanders.
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Private Walter Robinson, who went out with the Forestry Corps and had been serving in France was one of them and
Private Phillip Donohue was the other. Donohue enlisted with the 54" Kootenay Battalion and went overseas in
October, I 915, being transferred to an Engineer Unit. He saw over three years of service. At the time enlisting he
was employed at the smelter in Trail, having previously lived in Rossland, and being well known in this sector.
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Friday, April 4, 1919

RECORD OF TRAIL BANK
MAN IN GREAT WAR
SERVICE FOR CONSPICUOUS
GALLANTRY RECOGNIZED
BY DEPARTMENT
Howard Owen Returns From France
After Three Years-Tells of Other
B. N. A. Men Over There.

Pt. George Howard Owen, son of Mr. And Mrs. George Owen of the Palace Hotel, Trail came in last Friday from
Vancouver, receiving his discharge from the C. E. F. Two days before in that city-and having been three and a half
years in the service of the Empire, of which three years were spent in France or England,
Mr. Owen was well known in Trail and Rossland, having been in the employ of the Bank ofB. N. A. In both places
and being located in Vancouver at the time of his enlistment in September 1915. When he joined he was taken on
strength of the 72 Battalion, the Scottish Highlanderso ne of the kiltie regiments that became known to the Hun as
"the ladies from hell" because of their fighting proclivities. Reaching France in April of 1916, Mr. Owen was in the
second battle of Ypres, on the Somme and at Vimy Ridgestruggles in which Canadians earned undying fame.
Being incapacitated and invalided to England on account of spinal meningitis, Mr, Owen was eleven months in
hospital or under the care of doctors, during of which he scarcely knew his name. However, he had fully recovered
and his friends here remark on how well he looks after three years and more over there.

Saw Other Bank Men
While overseas, Mr. Owen met several men who had also been on the staff of the Bank ofB. N. A. Capt. A. W.
Jack, who was a teller in the bank in Trail, wanted to enlist here, but could not be spared by the bank and was sent to
the Hedley branch . The call was too insistent there and he joined the 54 Kootenay Battalion and went overseas.
He was wounded and received the Military Cross. He is now married, his wife being an English girl. Mr. Owens
met him in England in February, 1919.
Major B. C. Gardner, who was manager of the bank in Rossland, was in the Ypres and Somme scraps and received
two wounds, also being awarded the Military Cross. He fin ally was second in command of the Cameron Highlanders
of Winnipeg. He is now back on this side of the water.
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Major Ketherson, of Bank of Montreal, served at the front, but was sent back to England and was in charge of a large
convalescent camp. He was finally invalided back to Canada a year or two ago.

Nichol Paid the Price
Lieut. Charles D. Nichol, another Bank of B. N. A. Man from Trail was seen by Mr. Owen only two weeks before he
was killed. While he was a corporal he won the Distinguished Conduct Medal for conspicuous gallantry during an
engagement in July in Lens, and latter received the Military Medal. He enlisted while with the bank at North
Vancouver, having been transferred to Trail. Owen says he made a fine soldier, and went though nearly all the big
battles up to the time of his death.
If reports are true, his death was a peculiarly sad one. According to the story told, he was of a party searching a
bunch of Hun prisoners back of the lines at Courtray, near Cambria, when one of the prisoners, noticed his back was
turned, drew a pistol and shot Nichol, killing him instantly. It would be exceedingly interesting to know just what
happened. Nichol was also in the famous Seaforth Highlanders, his parents living in Dingwall, Scotland. Mr. Owen
says he started trying to get back home on the 11 th of last November-the day the armistice was signed-but the
military authorities seemed to want tp keep anyone with clerical abilities, and it took two months before he received
much encouragement. He was at Kimmel Park, where the riots took place among the Canadian soldiers in which
several were killed
b ut he was not mixed up in the scrimmage. He left Liverpool finally on the {0" of March on the
transport Celic, arriving ay Halifax on March 18 . In half an hour after landing the train was on the way to British
Columbia, showing an improvement in the system of handling returning troops.
Reaching Vancouver direct, without incident, Mr. OWen again comp liments the military Authorities for promp tness
in demobilizing and discharging the soldiers. After but a day or two there he went into one door at Hasting Park,
delivered his dunnage, had his discharge handed to him at one window and his railway ticket at another and was once
more back in civil life. This is somewhat different from the weeks that some of our soldiers have had to spend in
Vancouver in the past to secure their discharge papers.
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Friday, April 11, 1919

PTE. FRED WEIR RETURNS
After Nearly Four Years of Service
Over There.
Private Fred A. Weir, son of Mr. And Mrs. George F. Weir, of Trail, returned Monday night after being in the
service of the Empire for nearly four years. His father, mother, sister and brother met him at Castlegar and
accompanied him to Trait The night train, which was late, was met by the trumpet band ofthe veteran and probably
a hundred others to welcome another of Trail's home-coming soldiers, who had gone through the entire war, and
while wounded, was able to return to his people.
Fred Weir was in the employ of the Trail smelter in May, 1915, when he enlisted in the 54 Kootenay Battalion,
went into training and in due ti.me reached France, and saw some of the severest fighting of the war. Although spent
35 months in active service in France, and he had the satisfaction of being with the Second Canadian Division of
occupation, before he returned, which marched into Bonn, Germany. When Weir went across, it was on a cattle
ship, the California, which was afterwards, torpedoed by the German but his returned was under more pleasant
circumstances, it being the liner Empress of Britain.
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54 KOOTENAY BATTALION
(The following is from Pierre Burton's book "Vimy.")

THE CANADIAN BATTALIONS AT VIMY
At the start of the Great War, Sam Hughes scrapped the traditional regimental designations and
substituted numbers for almost all battalions except the Canadian Mounted Rifles. The existing
militia battalions on active service continued to use both their original titles and their new
numbers, for example, the 72 Battalion (Seaforth Highlanders of Canada). Brand new battalions
were formed on a regional basis. Thus recruits from the Kootenay district of British Columbia
found themselves allocated to the 54" Battalion, while Calgarians were sent to the 50,a
circumstance that contributed to the esprit of the soldiers, who fought side by side with their
friends and neighbours.

1DIVISION
(Right of the Line): Arthur Currie, C. 0.
2" Brigade (Right)
Right: 5" Battalion (Saskatchewan)
Centre: 7Battalion (British Columbia)
Left: 10 Battalion (Calgary)
In reserve: 8" Battalion ("The Little Black Devils," Winnipeg)
3 Brigade (Left)
Right: 15" Battalion (48" Highlanders)
Centre: 14 th Battalion (Royal Montreal Regiment)
Left: 16 Battalion (Canadian Scottish, British Columbia)
In reserve: 13Battalion (5" Royal Highlanders)
l st Brigade (In reserve)
Right: 1 Battalion (Western Ontario)
Centre: 3" Battalion (Royal Regiment of Canada, Toronto)
Left:. 4 Battalion (Western Ontario)
In reserve: 2nd Battalion (East Ontario)

2"DIVISION
2 Division: Henry Burstall, C. O.
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4" Brigade (Right)
Right: 18" Battalion (London, Ontario)
Left: 19" Battalion (Central Ontario)
In reserve:
Right: 20Battalion (Central Ontario)
Left:. 21Battalion (Eastern Ontario)

5" Brigade (Left)
Right; 24 th Battalion (Victoria Rifles, Montreal)
Left: 26 th Battalion (New Brunswick)
In Reserve:
Right:. 22 B attalion (Canadein Francais, "The Van Doos)
Left: 25 Battalion (Nova Scotia Rifles)

6Brigade (In reserve)
Right: 31" Battalion (Alberta)
Centre: 28th Battalion (North West)
Left: 29"Battalion ("Tobins's Tigers," Vancouver)
In reserve: 27 Battalion (City of Winnipeg)

3"DIVISION
3Division: Louis Lipsett, C. 0.

8 Brigade (Right)
Right: 1st Canadian Mounted Rifles
Centre: 2" Canadian Mounted Rifles
Left: 4 Canadian Mounted Rifles
In reserve: 5" Canadian Mounted Rifles

7 Brigade (Left)
Right: Royal Canadian Regiment (Toronto)
Centre: Princess Patricia's Canadian Light Infantry
Left: 42 nd Battalion (Royal Highlanders, "The Black Watch," Montreal
In reserve: 49" Battalion (Edmonton)
9 Brigade (In Reserve-not committed to the battle)
43" Battalion (Winnipeg)
52B attalion (Port Arthur)

58 Battalion (Brantford)
116 th Battalion (Ontario)
395

4 DIVISION
4" Division: David Watson, C. O.
1 I th Brigade (Right)
Right: 102" Battalion ("Warden's Warrior's," Northern B. C.
Left: 87 Battalion (Grenadier Guards, Montreal
In reserve:
Right: 54 Battalion (Kootenays)
Left: 75 Battalion ("The Jolly 75," Mississauga
Attached and in reserve: 85Battalion )Nova Scotia Highlanders)
12" Brigade (Centre)
Right: 38" Battalion (Ottawa)
Centre: 72" Battalion (Seaforth Highlanders, Vancouver)
In reserve: 78 Battalion (Winnipeg Grenadier)
10Brigade (Left)

44 Battalion (Winnipeg)
50 Battalion (Calgary)

In reserve:
47 Battalion (British Columbia)

46Battalion (Regina and Moose Jaw)
******************************************************************************

JULIAN BYNG
Byng's inspections, unlike so many others, were starkly thorough, never perfunctory. He never
kept the troops waiting but arrived promptly to the second. Once, it was said, he turned up seven
minutes early and hid behind a hedge with his staff until the exact moment. Shiny buttons did
not impress him; well scrubbed mess tins did. He was an expert on the equipment of the
ordinary soldier, from rifles to small packs. Nor did he indulge in the pleasantries that so often
accompanied these rituals. As one officer in the 44" (Winnipeg) Battalion put it,"afterwards
officers go around wringing their hands while hard-boiled sergeants burst into tears." MajorGeneral David Watson's diary entry for December 15, 1916, at Vimy, speaks for itself. The 4
Division's commander wrote a little ruefully that Byng had inspected the 54 Battalion from the
Kootenay district of British Columbia and found it "in a most unsatisfactory state, dirty and
unorganized, and told Colonel Kemball so very plainly."

******************************************************************************
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THE BATTLE (4 Division)
At battalion headquart ers, the commanding officer of the Black Watch, Major S. C. Norsworthy,
felt a growing sense of frustration. The 54 (Kootenay) Battalion of the 4Division was
supposed to be on his immediate left. Where were they? When Breckenridge handed him the
field telephone he could hear the C. O. Shouting over the line to the Brigade Major of the
impressing upon him the seriousness of the position.

7,

"Can you get the unit on the left to do something?" Norsworthy shouted. "If they can't clean out
the machine gun nest I'll take a dozen men and clean it out myself."
But it would take more than a dozen me. During the past hour the Black Watch had lost fifty
dead and wounded from the sniping on Hill 145. Something would have to be done, Norsworthy
kept saying, but nothing could be done until the hill was taken. The Kootenay battalion seemed
to be in disarray. A few members of the unit made contact with the Black Watch, but the main
body was nowhere to be seen.
In the other mini-battle on the right, the remaining two battalions of Odium's brigade, faced by
the unexpectedly strong opposition from Hill 145 and the flank fire from the German salient,
quickly lost their momentum. The 102" battalion from Northern British Columbia, dubbed
"Warrens Warriors"" after their popular c. o., managed to gain its objective half-way up the
slope, but only at terrible cost. With every officer knocked out, a company sergeant-major took
over until; he, too was put out of action by wounds to his hands and stomach.
The Kootenay battalion was supposed to leap-frog through and seize Hill 145, but that proved
impossible. Caught in the crossfire between the German machine guns on their undefended left
and the nests hidden on the hill above, the Kootenay troops were pinned down. A few straggled
towards their objective; none returned. The rest were thrown back into the arms of Warren's
Warriors, causing further confusion.
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L Col Alfred Carey

1881-1922

L Col Carey graduated in civil engineering from the university of Wisconsin in the US. In 1893
he joined t
he 2 Wisconsin Volunteer Infantry Regiment and went with that unit to Puerto Rica

during the Spanish American War. In 1899 he found himself in South Africa, as a trooper, in
Remington's Guides, a British led cavalry reconnaissance unit numbering about 200. In 1913 he
completed the Jordan River Hydro Dam, north of Victoria, B. C., Canada. In 1914 he enlisted as
a sapper in the 67 Pioneers Battalion-the engineer unit of the

11 Canadian Infantry Brigade, of

which the 54 Battalion was a part He action at Passendale and the Somme and then transferr ed
to the Infantry Battalion, where he became Battalion Commander ofth.e 102 nd (North British
Columbians) Infantry Battalion, leading it through the Vimy Ridge battle. In May 1917 he took
over the 54" Battalion. He met his wife in Belgium and married at the end of the war, settling in
Vancouver in 1919. There he became Deputy Port Customs Collector and was an energetic and
popular manager when he wasn't chasing rum runners, operating out of U S ports. He died
unexpectedly of complications from war injuries on March 29, 1922. His wife later returned to
Belgium.
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