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From Newspaper article published at the time of Change-of-Command 

 

This Saturday, October 2, marks the end of a three-year term of 

command for Major FM (Greg) Fowler. He has been 

Commanding Officer of the 44 Field Engineer Squadron Royal 

Canadian Engineers (Militia) in Trail since October, 1973 

 

Major Fowler’s retirement follows Canadian Armed Forces 

policy of providing command opportunities for more officers. 

“In the militia, it’s three years but it’s only two years in the 

regular forces”,  he explained in the regular forces, however, in 

militia units in larger centres, ex Commanders are assigned 

different staff duties. In smaller units such as Trail, it means 

retirement into the rolls of the inactive reserves. “I don't really 

mind”, Major Fowler said. “I’ve put a great deal of time into 

the Militia over the years, and now I can spend more time with 

my family”. 

 

On Saturday the formal change of command parade at Trail 

armoury will be presided over by Brigadier General HE Hamm 

of Vancouver, Commander of the Pacific Militia Area. The 

command of 44 Field Squadron will be transferred to the 

second-in-command, Captain Terry Halliwell who's promotion 

takes place that day. After the parade ceremony at 2:00 PM there will be a reception and 

squadron parade to mark the occasion.  

 

Major Fowler lives in Montrose with his wife Betty and family, and his “civvy street” occupation 

is supervisor of payrolls for West Kootenay Power in Trail. His militia career goes back 18 years 

although he donned his first uniform as an army cadet back in 1953. 

 

That was in Vancouver, and during the next four years he rose to the rank of cadet RSM , the 

highest non-commissioned rank in the army. He then entered the militia in Vancouver, 

qualifying as an infantry lieutenant. He left the militia in 1959 then came to trail in 1961. At that 

time the senior militia unit in Trail was the artillery regiment, and considering that the 44 

Engineer Squadron requires an establishment of professional engineers among its officers, it was 

the artillery unit which attracted Greg Fowler. But the CO, Colonel Tommy Fell, told him there 

were no vacancies, so asked him to handle second-in-command duties of the army cadet corps 

under Major Bob Allen. This he did, later succeeding Major Allen, and commanded the cadets 

until returning to the militia in 1969, as a lieutenant . 

 

Major fowler's military experience outweighed the engineer preference for Professional 

Engineers and he rose to become CO. succeeding Major Sharman Thomas, 3 years ago. 

 



He looks back on these three years to find several highlights, the proudest being in command of 

21 Trail militiaman to take part in the famous Nijmegen March in Europe this summer, the first 

time any Canadian servicemen, regular or militia, have participated from a location in Canada. 

Major Fowler is also pleased that the Trail unit has regained its operation of heavy equipment 

after some 20 years, giving it a much greater capability of community service in an emergency 

disaster, or community needs situation. The squadron has six-wheel drive vehicles to cross the 

roughest surfaces, the capacity to throw up a 60 foot Bailey bridge, field kitchens and medical 

treatment facilities, and the ability to provide minimum drinking water for the city should the 

need arise. Major Fowler also said that the capabilities of the Trail militia unit are well known to 

provincial emergency program, So that civilian and military functions can be brought into 

effective action in case of emergency or disaster. The coordinator for PEP is Major Fowler's 

former CO, Colonel Bob Allen. 


