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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Our President, Bill Wenman is on a leave of absence, so I am pleased to step in for this report. 
 
It would appear apropos that as we are about to commemorate a hard-fought landing on the 
beaches of Normandy now some 82 years later, that the sappers of 39 CER were involved in 
support of an amphibious assault exercise, albeit on friendly soil. 
 
I would encourage all to participate in the Annual General Meeting which has been deliberately 
scheduled to occur at the 6 Engineer Squadron Armoury, immediately prior to the D-Day Dinner 
that same day.  
 
Also, thankfully due to the improving situation with respect to COVID 19 and after a gap of two 
years we are fortunate to be able get together again and commemorate the 6 Field contribution 
towards the liberation of Europe. 
 
Chimo 
 
Bill White 
Acting President  
 
  



HONOURS AND AWARDS 
 
CD1 Presentations 
 
On Saturday 14 May 2022, in the presence of the Honorary Colonel Sharon Gaetz and 54 ES, 
and HQ members, at the mess in Chilliwack, the CO presented the 1st clasp to the CD to Major 
Vicki Ferg and Sergeant Angela van Erp. 
 

 
 
 
DM/CDS Defence Team Impact Award 
 
https://www.canada.ca/en/department-national-defence/maple-leaf/defence/2022/04/2021-
celebrating-excellence-awards.html 
 
Recognizes those who distinguish themselves by making a substantial contribution to the 
Defence Team in areas such as Reconciliation Advancement, Workplace Well-Being, 
Digitalization and Modernization, and Anti-Racism and Inclusion.  This year the award for 
Reconciliation Advancement is awarded to the 39 Canadian Brigade Group (CBG) Team: 
 
Maj Nils N. French – OC 44 ES 
Capt Andrew Jarvis – Former 39 CER Adjt  
Capt Henry Helmer-Smith – 44 ES Tp Cmdr 
WO Michael Hill - 44 ES Ops WO 
MWO Marty Gratrix, - Former 6 ES Ops WO  
WO Laurent Boisclair - 54 ES Ops WO 
Angela Manweiler – Det Chilliwack Environment Officer 
 



Citation:  Commended for creating lasting partnerships with Indigenous communities through 
valuable service, and for working toward reconciliation through dialogue, outreach, and active 
local engagement. 
 
This relates to the Creston Wetlands Restoration Cratering 44 ES did on Lower Kootenay Band 
lands during EX FROZEN SAPPER 19-22 February 2021 and reported in our 39 CER 
Association Newsletter # 2021-3. 
 
Virtual “Shout-Out” from the Nominator:  Congratulations to 39 CBG for winning a 2021 
Celebrating Excellence Award in recognition of their exceptional work in Reconciliation 
Advancement.  Through their efforts in restoring land located on Band territory, they have 
strengthened community ties with their land, and enriched the landscape through improved 
access for all residents who live there.  You have shown that Indigenous voices matter, enriching 
the lives of all Canadians. Well done! 
 
 
EXERCISES 
 
Ex SPRING SAPPER 
 
54 Engineer Squadron conducted Exercise SPRING SAPPER on April 23rd in Chilliwack, BC.  
The exercise focused on combat engineer skills of searching for threats in an urban environment 
placed by an adversarial force.  It provided an opportunity for sappers to work in small groups to 
brainstorm and devise ways to neutralise these hidden threats around the everyday environment 
of halls, entryways, furniture, etc. using their ingenuity, training, and tools of the trade.  With the 
ultimate goal of clearing safe areas for friendly forces. 
 

 
 
 



 
 
 
EX COUGAR GAUNTLET 6-13 May 2022 
Ex Director, LCol Jim Julien CO 39 CER 
 
Named after Operation Gauntlet – a WW2 raid conducted by Canadian, British and Free 
Norwegian Forces. 25 Aug to 3 Sept 1941.  Landed on the Norwegian Island of Spitsbergen in 
the Svalbard Archipelago.  The raid was successful with infrastructure supporting coal, mining 
and shipping either removed or destroyed, civilians evacuated, and one German warship sunk 
with no casualties among the raiders. 
 
Soldiers from 39 Canadian Brigade Group conducted an amphibious landing on Air Force Beach 
with assault boats launched from Canadian Navy ships HMCS Vancouver and HMCS Brandon 
as part of Exercise Cougar Gauntlet.  After disembarking the assault boats and establishing a 
beachhead, Soldiers from 39 Canadian Brigade Group conducted simultaneous raids on two 
objectives located on the airfield of CFB Comox on Vancouver Island.  After securing their 
objective, troops were counter-attacked by a simulated enemy force and took part in a simulated 
casualty extraction involving a Cyclone helicopter.  At the same time as the assault on 
Hurricane-2, Soldiers from 39 Canadian Brigade Group conducted a raid on a simulated enemy 
missile site known as Hurricane-1.  Upon the Platoon securing its objective, a small detachment 
of combat engineers set to work prepping the mock missiles for demolition.  After pulling back 
to a safe distance and setting up a perimeter, the mock missiles were detonated and both platoons 
began making their way back to the beach for extraction. 
 
D-Day -3 
Soldiers from 39 Canadian Brigade Group and 2 sections from 41 Canadian Brigade Group 
participated in section attack rehearsals and detainee/PW training at CFB Comox on Vancouver 
Island.  Troops began practice at the section level, eventually moving on to platoon level attacks, 
in order to prepare for upcoming beach assaults at Airforce Beach.  



 

 
 
D-Day -2. 
Soldiers from 39 Canadian Brigade Group continued rehearsals for an upcoming amphibious raid 
on Airforce Beach as a part of Ex. COUGAR GAUNTLET.  Troops were put through several 
relays of beach assaults in order to practice establishing a beachhead as a Platoon sized element.  
This was one of several training sessions that took place today at HMCS quadra on Vancouver 
Island.  
 

 



 
Other sessions included disembarking a frigate, fence and razor wire breaching and 
familiarization with WES (Weapon Effects Simulation) equipment. 
 

 
 

 
 



D-Day -1. 
Port inspection divers from HMCS Discovery, Malahat, and across Canada conducted bottom 
profiling drills at Air Force beach.  Soldiers from 39 Brigade Group and two sections of soldiers 
from 41 Brigade Group began their day at HMCS Quadra before travelling to Nanoose Bay in 
the afternoon to rehearse their drills on HMCS Vancouver and receive orders in preparation for 
their amphibious landing the next day. 

 
 
D-Day. 
Soldiers from 39 Canadian Brigade Group conducted an amphibious landing on Air Force Beach 
today with assault boats launched from Canadian Navy ships HMCS Vancouver and HMCS 
Brandon as part of Exercise Cougar Gauntlet.  They followed this landing with a raid on a 
simulated enemy objective on the Comox airfield. 
 

 



 
Beach Landing – Twelve Combat Engineer assault boats operated by members of 39 Combat 
Engineer Regiment and one section from the Pioneer Platoon, Seaforth Highlanders of Canada, 
transferred 96 total pers from the Vancouver and Brandon to Airforce Beach on 11 May. Two 
additional assault boats provided safety escort, and 3 NAVRES Rigid Hull Inflatable Boats 
(RHIBs) provided escort duty. 
 

 
 
Not Your Average Recce. 
During Ex COUGAR GAUNTLET, a small recce detachment from 39 Canadian Brigade Group 
was given the opportunity to conduct aerial reconnaissance of Airforce Beach as well as 
familiarization of embarking and disembarking a Cyclone Helicopter.  Prior to the raid taking 
place on the 11th of May, the detachment was inserted to help guide assault boats to their correct 
landing points and subsequently extracted once the assault began. 
 

 



 
 
39 CER ASSOCIATION ANNUAL GENRAL MEETING 
 
39 CER Association will be holding its Annual General Meeting on Saturday 11 June at 1700 
hours at the LCol J.P. Fell Armoury North Vancouver.  For those that can not make it there will 
be an opportunity to join in via zoom.  All those that are interested in attending should contact 
the secretary (secretary@39cer.ca) for an invite. 
 
 
D-DAY DINNER 
 
39 CER will be hosting the annual D-Day dinner on 11 June 2022 at the Lt Col J.P. Fell 
Armoury North Vancouver.  Invitations will be sent out by the Regiment. 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
For those wishing to become members of 39 CER Association, a membership form can be 
acquired from:  membership@39cer.ca 
 
 
39 CER Association Contacts 
 
President:  Bill Wenman LCol (Ret’d)   wenman_39@telus.net 
Vice-President – Bill White Col (Ret’d)   president@39cer.ca 
Treasurer – Roli Krueger Capt (Ret’d)   roland_krueger@telus.net 
Secretary – Grant Acheson Maj (Ret’d)   secretary@39cer.ca 
Newsletter Editor – Achim von Wiedner Maj (Ret’d) avonwiedner@shaw.ca 
 
Board Members 
Bill Diamond 
Cameron McLean (LCol) 
John MacPherson 
 
 
The 39 CER website can be accessed at:  http://www.39cer-museum.net/ 
For more Engineer news please visit the Canadian Military Engineer Association website at:  
https://cmea-agmc.ca 


