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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Hi all, it has been a busy month for the Regiment as you can in the writeups below.  The best 
news overall, is that we are coming out of this COVID19 lockdowns.  I am please to see that 6 
Engr Sqn will be hosting their D Day dinner on Saturday 11 June in North Vancouver.  More 
details on that for sure.  Enjoy the articles and I hope to see many of you at the dinner. 
 
Chimo 
 
Bill Wenman 
President  
 
  



 
PROMOTIONS 
 
6 ES Promotions 
 
On 21 April LCol J. Julien, CO with his RSM CWO C. Rochlow conducted a number of 
promotions: 
 
Spr to Cpl Lokay 
 

 
 
 
Sgt Tp WO Park 
 

 
 



 
2Lt to Lt Sidhu 
 

 
 
 
Lt to Capt Anderson 
 

 
 
  



 
54 ES Promotions 
 
On 7 April 22, 54 ES was able to promote Spr Dias to the rank of Cpl. 
 

 
 
Cpl Dias flanked by OC 54, Maj V Ferg and SSM 54 MWO C. Mader 
 
 
EXERCISES - Ex NAUTICAL SAPPER 
 
Ex NAUTICAL SAPPER 
 
44 ES completed its annual assault boat training exercise, Ex NAUTICAL SAPPER, on 23-24 
April.  The training was again conducted in the Pend D'Oreille Reservoir 20 minutes south of 
Trail.  This year the training involved personnel from both Trail and Cranbrook, as well as a 
section of infantry from the Rocky Mountain Rangers for beach assaults.  The PSP Rep for 
Interior BC, Tiffany Morgan, also attended to learn more about what reserve soldiers do and to 
provide advice on proper lifting techniques.  The weather made for two great days out on the 



water with clear, sunny skies and temperatures approaching 20 celsius.  A total of 25 personnel 
participated in the training, all of which were class A soldiers. 
 

 
 
Last year's Ex NAUTICAL SAPPER marked the first time that 44 ES had conducted such 
training in the area in several years.  This year's exercise leveraged the work that had been done 
last year and the relationships that had been established - and will serve to maintain this 
knowledge so that this area can be used for years to come.  The squadron now has an established 
process for use of the reservoir. 
 

 
 
This year's training was conducted before the reservoir and campground were opened to the 
general public, and 44's boats were the only boats on the water.  This also allowed for the use of 
the boat launch and access route at the BC Hydro Buckley Campground, which sped up the 
inflation and launch process compared to the more austere site of the previous year.  This, in 
turn, allowed a greater focus on boat operation. 
 



 
 
The training involved four boats with 6-7 personnel per boat and included inflating, launching, 
starting motors, movement in various formations, paddling, rafting, and deflating and packing of 
boats.  Most notably, the group conducted repeated assault landings and extractions each day and 
managed to hone their skills to the point that the process was fast and smooth and could be 
cycled through in minutes.  The soft, silty beach shores available on the Pend D'Oreille made for 
ideal beaching conditions.  A half dozen DP1-qualified members rotated through as boat 
operators, all practicing several landings and pick-ups and gaining hours of practice on the boats.  
The group also travelled approximately 15km on the reservoir, to within a few km of the US-
Canada border.  This brought the operators into some faster-moving water and provided the 
opportunity to experience these more challenging conditions. 
 

 
 
Both the OC, Major French, and SSM, MWO Batch, were present over the course of the 
weekend and spent the entire time on the water with the soldiers.  A satellite phone and a set of 
satellite radios, which are now permanently held at the squadron, allowed this in place of the 
fixed command post on shore that was used for C2 last year. 
 



 
 
During the ex, the section from the Rocky Mountain Rangers took the opportunity to visit the 
Rossland Armoury, which was originally built to house a company of the RMR.  The Rangers 
posed for a photo based on the same photo taken in the same spot by their forebears a century 
before. 
 

 
 



 
 
Last year's Ex NAUTICAL SAPPER was seen as a crawl phase and this year progressed to a 
walk phase, with the fast cycling of landings and extractions as well as operating on faster water.  
The squadron plans for further progression next year, perhaps moving into faster water below the 
dam and the use of more austere launch points.  Night operation in calm water with MNVG and 
other aids may also be an option. 
 
 
TRAINING - SKID STEER COURSE 
 
Between April 2 and April 10, 2022 39 CER was able to qualify four members on the Skid Steer, 
two from 54 ES and two from 6 ES.  This is an important piece of equipment to the regiment as 
it can be used for both mobility and counter mobility tasks as well as a forklift in terrain were a 
standard forklift would not function.  This course was run with two serials, to maximize the 
possible participants as well as the equipment.  Members were offered a serial that ran over two 
weekends or a serial that ran over four days during the work week.  A number of obstacles 
almost forced a reschedule of the course, all of the beaver tails in the lower mainland are 
currently not serviceable (for a variety of reasons) and there was some challenges getting 
qualified instructors, but our Transport NCO MCpl Stephen, RQMS Sgt VanErp as well as SSM 
Mader work hard to make sure this course happened.  Congrats to our new operators: Cpl 
Couper, Cpl Tam, Cpl Hong and Pte Deseron. 
 



 
 
 
D-DAY DINNER 
 

 
 
**Please note as per CAF/DND policies, all persons must be fully vaccinated to enter J.P. Fell 
Armouries. Proof of Vaccination will be required to enter the building.** 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
For those wishing to become members of 39 CER Association, a membership form can be 
acquired from:  membership@39cer.ca 
 
 
39 CER Association Contacts 
 



President:  Bill Wenman LCol (Ret’d)   wenman_39@telus.net 
Vice-President – Bill White Col (Ret’d)   president@39cer.ca 
Treasurer – Roli Krueger Capt (Ret’d)   roland_krueger@telus.net 
Secretary – Grant Acheson Maj (Ret’d)   secretary@39cer.ca 
Newsletter Editor – Achim von Wiedner Maj (Ret’d) avonwiedner@shaw.ca 
 
Board Members 
Bill Diamond 
Cameron McLean (LCol) 
John MacPherson 
 
 
The 39 CER website can be accessed at:  http://www.39cer-museum.net/ 
 
For more Engineer news please visit the Canadian Military Engineer Association website at:  
https://cmea-agmc.ca 
 


