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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
Hi all, what a year 2021 was, fires, floods, below average freezing temperatures, tons of snow 
and COVID19.  Need I say more than we are all looking forward to 2022.  Regardless of 
adversity it was good to see members of 39 CER stepping and assisting the Province of BC.  We 
can all be proud of the Regiment. 
 
Chimo 
 
Bill Wenman 
President  
 
 
OPERATION LENTUS  
 
When the province of British Columbia put out the Request for Assistance, 39 Brigade stood up 
the Disaster Response Company (DRC) “F Coy” and a section + worth of Engineers.  Engineers 
reported to 1 CER, and the DRC reported to LdSH.  There was also a section + of Combat 
Service Support (CSS) deployed. 
 
39 CER had troops in all three.  Below is the break down of 39 CER participants: 
 
DRC 
 
Capt Helmer-Smith (44 ES) 



Sgt Hartmann (44 ES) 
Cpl Wylie (44 ES) 
Pte McCready (44 ES) 
Pte Redding (44 ES) 
 
Engineers 
 
Sgt Wenman (44 ES) 
Sgt Kenacan (6 ES) 
MCpl Grasby (54 ES) 
MCpl Pierre (6 ES) 
Cpl Au (6 ES) 
Cpl Behan (6 ES) 
Cpl Crestani (6 ES) 
Cpl Dewell (44 ES) 
Cpl French (44 ES) 
Cpl Giesbrecht (6 ES) 
Cpl Izawa (6 ES) 
Cpl Samborski (6 ES) 
Cpl Tam (6 ES) 
Cpl Wuensche (54 ES) 
Spr Burton (6 ES) 
Spr Dias (54 ES) 
Pte Chamberlin (6 ES) 
Pte Deseron (54 ES) 
 
CSS 
 
Cpl Sturm (54 ES) 
 

 
 
Members of 39 Combat Engineer Regiment and 1 Combat Engineer Regiment deployed to 
Chilliwack Lake Road to prevent further road degradation, outside Chilliwack 
 
 



 

 
 
Corporal Sean Dewell from 39 Combat Engineer Regiment, digs a ditch at Chilliwack Lake 
Road to prevent further road degradation, outside Chilliwack, British Columbia. 27 November 
2021 
 
 
HONOURS AND AWARDS 
 
During Exercise HAIDA SAPPER  the CO promoted MCpl Hartmann, 44 ES Chief Clerk, to Sgt 
on 25 September.  On 27 September LCol Julien made the following presentations: 
  
CD1 – WO Hill, MJ 
  
Promotions 
  
Lt Helmer-Smith – Capt 
Sgt Scoretz – WO 
MCpl Kenacan – Sgt 
Cpl Pierre – MCpl 
Pte Cook – Cpl 
Pte Giesbrecht – Cpl 
Pte Hudec - Cpl 
Pte Robinson – Cpl 
Pte Wuensche – Cpl 
Pte Burton – Spr 
Pte Dias - Spr 
 



 
CO’s Coin 
 
MCpl Stephen 
MCpl Goodwin (BCD) 
WO Boisclair 
MCpl Devenish (Seaforth of C) 
Avr Malhi (192 CEF Aldergrove) 
WO Hill 
Maj Ferg 
Cpl Lefevre (19 MSS) 
MCpl Grasby 
 
 
SOLDIER APPRECIATION DINNER 
 
This year the floods in BC had a profound affect on the activities of 39 CER.  Due to the various 
road closures as a result of flooding and/or landslides, mobility was severely hampered in the 
Fraser Valley.  A number of 39 CER members were called out under Op LENTUS. 
 
54 ES had to cancel it's year end activities due to Vokes Range closure and the Op LENTUS pers 
using the armouries.  54 ES plans to hold a "Soldier Appreciation/Welcome Back" BBQ in 
January. 
 
 
44 ES Soldiers’ Appreciation BBQ 
 
On Saturday 11 December 2021, members of 44 Engineer Squadron came together for a holiday 
meal so the leaders could thank the soldiers for their hard work over the year.  Major Gavin 
Robertson, the Brigade Padre, and a why it the tradition is so important.  The Sqn OC, Major 
Nils French, reviewed what was a busy year. 44 ES was involved in almost ten member of 44 ES 
for many years, provided a blessing for the meal – which would be his last such event as he will 
be retiring in the coming months.  The SSM, Sergeant-Major Shane Batch, expressed how happy 
he was to be able to get together and squadron or regimental exercises, conducted a driver 
wheeled and MILCOTs course, and supported domestic operations for both the BC wildfires and 
the recent flooding in the Lower Mainland.  The OC expressed how hard the members of the 
squadron, the Full-Time Staff in particular, had to work over the course of the year to make all 
these activities a success.  
 
For the day's activity, the soldiers built non-standard bridges and competed to see which team's 
bridge could support the most weight.  Soldiers were served a lunch of charcoal-grilled striploin 
steaks with all the fixings and a choice from an assortment of desserts. 
  



 
“Non-Standard” bridge design competition 
 
 

 
 

HLCol Weatherford and MCpl Hunt using remnants from last year’s winning bridge to try and 
repeat a win 

 
 

 
 
 
MCpl Coombs / Cpl Dewell / Cpl Matern discuss design options prior to beginning their build: 
 
 



 
 

 
Cpl Madrigga joins the team to lend his 25 years of experience.  The one member with more 

time at the unit than the SSM 
 

 

 
 

MCpl Wallace, Cpl Markin, and Pte Mullaly building their bridge 
 



   
 

Sgt Hartmann loads weight onto the bridge 
 

 
 

MCpl Hunt looks on as his bridge “strains” under the weight 
 



   
 
 
 

 
 

MCpl Coombs and Cpl Dewell set up their bridge to support weight 
 



 
 
 

 
 

MCpl Wallace and Cpl Markin loading their bridge and the point of failure: 
 



 
 

OC 44 Prepping the Grill for steaks – Charcoal grilled! 
 
 

 
 

“NOT” a mess dinner – tables spread out on the parade square 
 



 

 
 

2Lt Raju helping distribute the meals 
 

 

 
 

Oldest Corporal (Cpl Markin) – Changing slip-ons with the SSM 44 
 



 
 

“Youngest” Pte/Spr (Pte Mullaly) – Changing slip-ons with the OC 44 
 

 
REGIMENTAL CHAPLAIN 
 

 



 
Sang-Min Lydia Bae (Padre Bae) was born in Seoul, South Korea as the youngest of four 
daughters.  Her family immigrated to Richmond, B.C when she was 18 years old.  She studied at 
the Prairie Bible College in Three Hills, AB prior to going to university.  She studied Psychology 
at the University of British Columbia and graduated with a Bachelor of Arts. 
 
Right after graduation, she worked at Korean Airlines.  She studied for her Masters of Divinity 
(M.Div) at Knox College, U of T in Toronto, ON.  Upon graduation, she worked at Heart Lake 
Community Church in Brampton, Ontario as the Lead Minister.  Currently, Lydia is taking two 
Interim Director’s positions within her denomination, and works at Bradner Presbyterian Church 
in Abbotsford, BC. 
 
Her father is a Korean War veteran and her mother had to flee from the Communist invaders to 
southern Korea.  Growing up, she and her three older sisters heard countless heartbreaking war 
stories.  As a Korean-Canadian, she felt that she was in debt to the Canadian soldiers who fought 
sacrificially and bravely in Korea.  Even though she did not have any cadet or military 
experience, she wished to join the Canadian Armed Forces so that she could pay back the debt 
the Koreans owed with her God-given talents and skills.  She feels very honoured and proud to 
be a member of the Forces and is glad to make her father proud.  
 
Her family has been fortunate to live in many different places - Kona (Hawaii),  Kota Kinabalu 
(Malaysia), Vancouver, Calgary, Toronto, and now, Abbotsford.  They love travelling, and used 
to take summer road trips everywhere.  Their most memorable trip was the Pilgrimage Walk in 
Spain - the Camino de Santiago.  Her husband, Rev. Thomas Kim is the Lead Minister at Calvin 
Presbyterian Church, Abbotsford and they have three beautiful and charming daughters: Joy 
(22), Jane (21), and Jubilee (16).  Joy is an architecture student at Ryerson University, Toronto; 
Jane is in her final semester of the nursing program at McMaster University, and Jubilee is 
currently attending Yale Secondary School in Abbotsford. 
 
She looks forward to getting to know each member of the 39 CER.  She is a good listener! 
 
 
1725 ROYAL CANADIAN ENGINEER CADET CORP 
 
Chilliwack Army Cadet Corps Remembers the Fallen 
By Cadet WO Fu 
 
Recently, the local Army Cadet Corps 1725 Royal Canadian Engineers Army Cadet Corps have 
been participating in a series of events that remembers the fallen soldiers. 
 
The 1725 Engineers held a candlelight vigil in memory of the soldiers who had lost their lives 
for their country.  Due to COVID-19, the cadet corps must follow COVID protocols and 
therefore unable to participate as a unit on Remembrance Day along with the public.  The 
Candlelight Vigil is held so the corps could still have an opportunity to remember together as a 
unit.  It is important to remember that the freedom we have nowadays is based on the sacrifices 
of the past soldiers. 
 
 



 
 
Chilliwack, All Sappers Memorial Park - 
Cadet Cenotaph Guard Vigil 10th 2021.  
Photo taken by WO Fu 

 

 
 
Safeway Chilliwack, BC - Cadet Sapper 
Jones, standing in front of  Safeway selling 
poppies.  Photo taken by WO Fu 

 
It is also important to wear a poppy during Remembrance Day.  Wearing a poppy shows 
remembrance of the soldiers.  As a Cadet corps, it is something we do every year.  We go out to 
stores, Superstore, London Drugs, Save on Foods and many others. T his year we set up stands at 
Safeway, Canadian Tire, and Superstore.  Many who came by had poppies already.  However, 
the many who did not have a poppy, they kindly donated and were wearing a poppy while 
walking out the store. 
 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
For those wishing to become members of 39 CER Association, a membership form can be 
acquired from:  membership@39cer.ca 
 
 
39 CER Association Contacts 
 
President:  Bill Wenman LCol (Ret’d)   wenman_39@telus.net 
Vice-President – Bill White Col (Ret’d)   president@39cer.ca 
Treasurer – Roli Krueger Capt (Ret’d)   roland_krueger@telus.net 
Secretary – Grant Acheson Maj (Ret’d)   secretary@39cer.ca 
Newsletter Editor – Achim von Wiedner Maj (Ret’d) avonwiedner@shaw.ca 
  



 
Board Members 
 
Bill Diamond 
Cameron McLean (LCol) 
John MacPherson 
 
 
The 39 CER website can be accessed at:  http://www.39cer-museum.net/ 
 
For more Engineer news please visit the Canadian Military Engineer Association website at:  
https://cmea-agmc.ca 
 


