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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
Hi all, this newsletter is packed with information about our new HCol and HLCol for 39 CER as
well as few items about Remembrance Day ceremonies although downplayed due to COVID19,
it is amazing to see the area covered by 39 CER. Truly we are UBIQUE in BC. It is with great
sadness that I have for loss of Gord Titsworth. Trail Piper and long-time friend and associate of
44 Engr Sqn. He will be missed. I will end off by wishing everyone a Merry Christmas and
Happy New Year.
Chimo
Bill Wenman
President

HONOURARY COLONELS
On 30 October 2021, 39 Brigade welcomed a number of new Honourary Colonels and
Honourary Lieutenant Colonels to the fold. Welcomed by (L-R) Brigade Sargent Major Gerald
Colgan, and Brigade Commander, Col Scott Raisler are HLCol Rebecca Weatherford and HCol
Sharon Gaetz

Honorary Colonel Sharon Gaetz - 39 Combat Engineer Regiment

Honorary Colonel (HCol) Gaetz was born in
North Vancouver, BC. As a small child, she
and her family moved to Chilliwack where
she has invested her life. As a young
woman, Sharon learned the value of making
change through political processes and was

elected to the school board. She was
involved in many volunteer activities and
was appointed as the Director of Protocol
for the 1993 BC Summer Games. In spite of
living in Chilliwack all of her life, this was
her introduction to working with the
Commanding Officer of 39 Combat
Engineer Regiment and her respect for all
that the military accomplished in her city
and in our country grew. She was elected as
a councillor to Chilliwack City Council and
in 2008 was elected as the first female
mayor in Chilliwack's 100 year history.
Sharon's 22 years on council led her to many
leadership positions in the province of
British Columbia. Sharon is a strong
advocate for local government. She worked
on the executive of the Union of BC
municipalities and is sought out for her
years of wisdom and accumulated
knowledge. An experienced traveler,
Sharon has been a mentor to many on her
journey. She and her husband Jim continue
to make Chilliwack their home. They have
one son and two grandchildren.

Honorary Lieutenant Colonel Rebecca Weatherford - 39 Combat Engineer Regiment
\

Honorary Lieutenant Colonel (HLCol) Rebecca Weatherford was born in Trail, BC and grew up
in Fruitvale, BC. prior to attending university she spent a year in Tokyo, Japan as an exchange
student. She attended the University of Alberta from 1992-1994 and Ryerson University from
1994-1997 where she graduated with a Bachelor's of Commerce in Hospitality and Tourism.
Following her graduation she worked at the Westin Hotel in Calgary, AB and the Four Seasons
Hotel in Seattle, WA. Prior to returning to her roots in BC she was Director of Catering and
Conference Services at the Willows Lodge in Woodinville, WA. Upon returning to her
hometown in 2005, HLCol Weatherford purchased ATCO Wood Products Ltd. and in 2010
purchased the Nelson & Ft. Sheppard Railway Company. ATCO Wood Products specializes in
producing high-quality softwood veneer and other wood products, as well as sustainably
managing much of the region's forests. The Nelson & Ft Sheppard Railway Company operates a
local shortline railroad and freight transloading facility. Under her tenure as President, both
companies have continued a long history of success including being named the 2017 BC
Exporter of the Year and 2018 Canadian Family Business of the Year. HLCol Weatherford has
been an active volunteer in many roles with the Girl Guides of Canada over the last 12 years.
She is an active supporter of many other non-profit organizations and events in the community
including the Take A Hike foundation, Kootenay Regional Hospital Foundation and the Annual
Fruitvale Community Train Rides. HLCol Weatherford lives in Fruitvale, BC with her husband,
two children and three dogs.
Fruitvale Family-Run Business Donates $35,000 To Hospital Campaign
Sheri Regnier Trail Times Nov. 16, 2021
ATCO Wood Products has donated $35,000 to the KBRH Ambulatory Care Campaign.
This donation will support the patient and visitor waiting area in the
Ambulatory Care Unit. Scott Weatherford, CEO and Rebecca Weatherford, President
of ATCO Wood Products (right and centre) presented this generous donation to
Lisa Pasin, executive director, KBRH Health Foundation.

Scott Weatherford, CEO and Rebecca Weatherford, President of ATCO Wood Products (right
and centre) presented this generous donation to Lisa Pasin, executive director, KBRH Health
Foundation. Rebecca Weatherford is the HLCol for 39 CER
A family-run forestry-based business in Fruitvale has contributed a large bundle of funding
toward the Ambulatory Care Campaign now underway at Kootenay Boundary Regional Hospital
(KBRH).
ATCO Wood Products recently donated $35,000 toward the regional healthcare cause.
“Supporting KBRH has always been a high priority for our company, as it aligns with one of our
philanthropic desires to help support community health initiatives,” Scott Weatherford, ATCO
chief executive officer, told the Trail Times.
“The KBRH Health Foundation continues to be a tremendous steward of donations, and has
ensured that funds are always used effectively to create positive impacts to community health,”
he explained.
“We’ve supported many of the KBRH campaigns over the years, and are excited to support the
second phase of the Ambulatory Care Campaign as well. The ongoing growth and renovation of
the KBRH has been a wonderful benefit to our region. The current work to improve the facilities
in the Ambulatory Care Unit will have a wonderful impact on the efficiency and comfort of how
our community receives these crucial services.”
Working with the health foundation to optimally direct the $35,000 within the campaign,
Weatherford and his wife Rebecca Weatherford, ATCO’s president, decided their donation

would be best used to assist with the purchase of equipment for the Ambulatory Care Unit’s
patient and visitor waiting area.
“Any visit to the hospital, whether as a patient or visitor, naturally is accompanied by stress,
anxiety, and concern,” the Weatherfords reason. “A warm, comforting, waiting area and
knowing that patients are receiving high quality, efficient care using state of the art equipment,
goes a long way in reassuring patients and visitors during these stressful hospital visits. We’re
excited to play a role in helping create these reassuring visits to KBRH.”
The Weatherfords have historically been strong supporters for the hospital and causes put forth
by the KBRH Health Foundation.
“Our hospital is a tremendous asset for our community and our region,” Scott said. “The role
that KBRH plays in the health of our community members, the vibrancy of our region, and our
collective quality of life cannot be understated. As a local business, we feel a strong desire to
play our part to ensure that our regional hospital can be successful in its mission to provide high
quality health care.”
An important component of ATCO’s business philosophy is their philanthropic focus in
supporting causes that promote community health, community vitality, and education.
“A healthy community and the success of our business are tightly linked,” Scott said. “And
providing support to KBRH is a very worthwhile way to create tangible and positive impacts to
the health of our community and our neighbors.”
REMEMBRANCE DAY
Freedom is not free …
by Reverend (Major) Gavin Robertson
For the last 23 years it has been my honour to
serve in the Canadian Forces as a Reserve
Force Chaplain.
Over the years I have had the privilege to
speak with many veterans — those who fought
and came home forever changed and affected
by what they did, saw and experienced.
In those conversations, what often becomes
abundantly clear is the truth that “Freedom is
not Free.”
It wasn’t then and it isn’t now.
Our freedom was paid for in full by those who
took up the torch and took a stand against the
evil that was threatening the world.

It was paid for on the seas, and in the skies!
It was paid for on the battle fields of the Somme, Passchendaele, and Vimy Ridge; at Dieppe,
North Africa and Normandy; in Korea, Iraq and Afghanistan — in countless places where those
standing for freedom took a stand against those who would take it away.
It was paid for by individuals, men and women, who did and experienced horrendous things —
things that scarred the flesh, bruised the mind and damaged the soul!
It was paid for by families who lost loved ones or had them returned home forever damaged,
changed, or injured.
While this freedom we enjoy today may be something we tend to take for granted — it did not
come easy, it did not come free — it came at great expense … it cost a great deal.
Which is why I think it is appropriate (still) for we as a people and a country to take some time
and remember.
Remembering and giving thanks to God for those who took up the cause, and stood their ground,
and paid the price for this precious thing we call ‘freedom’.
In Scripture we find these words of Jesus: “If you hold to my teaching, you are really my
disciples.
Then you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free.” (John 8:31-32)
Jesus came to show us the way of freedom — freedom from sin, freedom from death — freedom
to love, give and serve; freedom to live in a way that blesses our neighbour and supports the
widow, the orphan, and those down-trodden by life.
Jesus also died on a cross so that through His death, we might have life!
This Remembrance day, I pray that we might all take the opportunity to stop, reflect and give
thanks for the freedoms we are able to enjoy in life; and as we do, to pledge ourselves to draw
closer to God and hold to Christ’s teachings, and to live in a way that is reflective of the freedom
he offers; because (as scripture tells us) “if [Jesus] sets [us] free, you will be free indeed.” (John
8:36)
Rev. (Major) Gavin Robertson
First Presbyterian Church

Chilliwack Cadets Honour Fallen Soldiers At Evening Candlelight Vigil
Jenna Hauck Chilliwack Progress Nov. 10, 2021

About 50 Chilliwack Army Cadets from 1725 Royal Canadian Engineer Cadet Corps gathered at
All Sappers’ Memorial Park in Vedder Crossing for the event on Wednesday, Nov. 10.
Since the traditional Remembrance Day ceremony at the south side cenotaph is limited to five
cadets this year due to COVID, the army cadets decided to have an evening candlelight vigil
instead so they could participate in an act of remembrance, commanding officer Capt. Rob Schell
said.
It was also a dress rehearsal for the handful of cadets who will be taking part in the Nov. 11
ceremony at All Sappers’ Memorial Park.
At the beginning of the candlelight event, four cenotaph guards with rifles marched into place as
part of the cenotaph vigil. Then the group of about 45 young cadets marched around the
cenotaph with LED candles forming a ring around the cenotaph. There were poem readings, a
prayer, singing and two minutes of silence.
At the end, cadet Chief Warrant Officer Nelson Gidney who was recently distinguished as a top
army cadet in B.C. laid a wreath on behalf of the Army Cadet League of Canada, B.C. Branch.

Due to COVID restrictions, Remembrance Day ceremonies were restricted in size. 39 CER still
was able to attend various ceremonies although not in large gatherings. Below are some of the
ceremonies 39 CER attended:
6 ES
North Vancouver
Due to COVID restrictions 6 ES was limited to 20 personnel who could attend the ceremonies at
the City of North Vancouver cenotaph. The squadron did send two individuals each to Lynn
Valley and the District of North Vancouver. The remainder participated in a small ceremony at
the armoury.

Members of 6ES in attendance at the North Vancouver civic ceremony on Remembrance Day

MCpl Boechler salutes and half of the cenotaph guard presents arms during the North Vancouver
civic ceremony. On the left is MCpl Wotherspoon. The other 6ES Cenotaph guard was Cpl
Giesbrecht

Maj Gower and WO Otteson as they go to lay a wreath in North Vacouver

54 ES
Chilliwack
On November 11, 54 ES gathered in Chilliwack to commemorate Remembrance Day. OC 54
Maj Ferg and SSM 54 MWO Mader, laid a wreath at the Sapper Memorial Cenotaph, while
Covid precautions kept the rest of the squadron at the Chilliwack Armouries. Ceremonies at the
armories began with the playing of O Canada and The Last Post, followed by two minutes of
silence. Padre Bae spoke of her both her own and her father’s experience in the military,
highlighting the profound sense of duty and honour of those who serve their country. The Act of
Remembrance and In Flanders Fields were read before the Padre led the squadron in prayer.
Although it was unfortunate to not be at the Cenotaph again this year, being able to gather
together and have the mess open for a beverage after was welcome.

44 ES
Grand Forks

(L-R) Pte. David Mark and Pte. Cody Thate salute the Grand Forks cenotaph. This photo also
ran on the front page of the Grand Forks Gazette. Photo Laurie Tritschler
Cranbrook

Photo courtesy of Corey Bullock Cranbrook Townsman

OBITUARY
Pipe Major J. Gordon Titsworth

Pipe Major Titsworth passed away on Tuesday 23 November 2021. Led by Pipe Major J.
Gordon Titsworth, a 20 year veteran of the band, the Trail Pipe Band has provided music for
numerous 44 ES parades and functions. Members of the band continued the tradition of teaching
students the skills of both pipes and drums most notably the Sea Cadets of Trail.
MEMBERSHIP
For those wishing to become members of 39 CER Association, a membership form can be
acquired from: membership@39cer.ca
39 CER Association Contacts
President: Bill Wenman LCol (Ret’d)
Vice-President – Bill White Col (Ret’d)
Treasurer – Roli Krueger Capt (Ret’d)
Secretary – Grant Acheson Maj (Ret’d)
Newsletter Editor – Achim von Wiedner Maj (Ret’d)

wenman_39@telus.net
president@39cer.ca
roland_krueger@telus.net
secretary@39cer.ca
avonwiedner@shaw.ca

Board Members
Bill Diamond
Cameron McLean (LCol)
John MacPherson
The 39 CER website can be accessed at: http://www.39cer-museum.net/
For more Engineer news please visit the Canadian Military Engineer Association website at:
https://cmea-agmc.ca

