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PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
Hello all, while progress is being made with the “roll out” of the vaccinations, unfortunately it 
looks like we will have to have another virtual commemoration instead of the D-Day Dinner.  So 
we will provide you with more details in an upcoming Newsletter. 
 
Also coming up we will be holding our Annual General Meeting which also will be a virtual 
event.  Once the date and time have been confirmed, notices will be sent out. 
 
In the meantime, standing by for the shot in the arm; 
 
Chimo 
 
Bill White 
President  
 
 
EX ALPINE SAPPER 29-31 JANUARY 2021 
The exercise was focused on section and troop dismounted patrolling in alpine winter conditions 
by day and night and covered a range of complementary skills.  The training will also refresh 
soldiers on additional tactical skills to include map reading, navigation, fieldcraft, 
communications and winter warfare to include defenses and improvised shelters.  The exercise 
had a tactical scenario but also had a real-world element in that it provided 44 ES an opportunity 
to check for traces of civilian activity within the range area.  Given the ongoing Covid-19 
pandemic the training was planned and conducted in a manner that reduce or eliminated the risk 
of transmission.  
 



 
2Lt David Lancry of Rossland (who is also a full-time Red Mountain Ski Patroller) 

 
There were 17 pers on the ex in total, 13 from Trail and 4 from Cranbrook.  A variety of 
pyrotechnics including paraflares, white and coloured smoke, thunderflashes, and trip flares were 
employed.  Many troops had no previous pyrotechnics training during BMQ (basic military 
qualification) and BMQ-Land have been quite high as fire indexes over the past few summers. 
 
Lt Henry Helmer-Smith from Cranbrook was the Tp Comd with 2Lt David Lancry from Trail 
shadowing him.  Sgt Wenman from Cranbrook was the Tp WO.  Military communications 
within the troop, using the 521 radio, were a strong point. 
 
The troops had an IMP (individual meal pack) lunch and had a hot meal delivered by 
snowmobile for supper and breakfast. 
 
The troop deployed from the armouries, conducted a troop patrol on snowshoes with rucksacks 
and toboggans, located a patrol base position, established improvised shelters, and conducted 
multiple day and night patrols from the location.  They came under enemy contact through the 
evening and into the night multiple times both at the patrol base and while out on patrols.  For 
End-Ex they came under heavy attack from enemy forces and executed a fighting withdrawal. 
 
Army reservists hold winter sapper exercise near Trail 
The exercise took place at Stoney Creek Demolition Range  
Sheri Regnier Trail Times (Republished with permission) 
 
Local soldiers from 44 Engineer Squadron took part in “Exercise Winter Sapper,” a winter 
training session held near Trail last weekend.  The exercise, which took place at the Stoney 
Creek Demolition Range, is designed to enhance the soldiers’ capabilities to operate in cold 
weather environments.  Blank ammunition and training pyrotechnics were used, but the training 
did not involve the use of explosives.  Skills they applied included constructing defences and 
shelters, patrolling in winter conditions, day and night navigation, and radio communications. 
 
Training exercises are essential to ensure Canadian soldiers are prepared when called upon to 
respond to a wide array of crises be they international or domestic. 
 



Due to the COVID-19 pandemic the army has had to make changes to the way it trains to adhere 
to the guidelines set out by the government health officials, including wearing masks, physical 
distancing and increased sanitation. 
 
“Protecting our force so we are able to respond to Canadians when they need us has been a top 
priority of leadership,” said Lieutenant Colonel James P. Julien, Commanding Officer 39 
Combat Engineer Regiment.  “As with any battle we need to adjust our tactics to ensure we still 
meet our objectives.” 
 
The 44 Engineer Squadron is based in Cranbrook and Trail.  It is part of 39 Combat Engineer 
Regiment, part of the Canadian Army Reserve in British Columbia.  For information about 
joining 44 Engineer Squadron or the Army Reserve call or text the unit’s recruiter at 
236.888.9117. 
 
Combat Engineers are the army’s experts in fortification, bridge and road construction and 
repair, boat operations, demolitions, and much more.  Reserve Force Combat Engineers have a 
particular focus on supporting domestic operations, such as response to natural disasters, where 
they may be asked to provide assistance to provincial and territorial authorities, which has 
occurred regularly for wildfires and floods in recent years.  Combat Engineers also play a 
significant role in international operations. 
 
EX FROZEN SAPPER 19-22 FEBRUARY 2021 
From 19-22 Feb 2021, 39 CER conducted a 4-day weekend exercise in Kootenays focused on 
demolitions.  The unit also conducted non-standard bridge reconnaissance and sawmill training 
as background activity.  The training was conducted in two locations: on reserve lands (Yakan 
Nukiy) of the Lower Kootenay Band IVO Creston and at the Stoney Creek Demolition Range 
IVO Trail.  This was a non-tactical exercise and no weapons were carried.  The training was kept 
simple to ensure that the Regiment was able to ensure Covid-19 protocols throughout.  Sections 
were kept together, also to minimize possible transmission, particularly between Lower 
Mainland and interior personnel.  Lower Mainland personnel were bed down at the Trail 
Armoury.  44 ES personnel were bedded down at the Cranbrook Armoury.  All qualified pers 
completed demolitions, sawmill, and bridge recce training. 
 

 
Demolition training at Stoney Creek 

 



 
 

 
Sawmill operation 

 

 
Range Brief 



 
LCol Julien and Chief Jason Louie assess effects of the first serial of cratering charges 

 

 
Bridge recce (gap profile) 



 
Demolition preparations 

 



Military exercises assist with restoration of Lower Kootenay Band wetlands 
Aaron Hemens (aaron.hemens@crestonvalleyadvance.ca) (Republished with permission) 
 
A total of nine craters were created through demolitions, where the goal is to have them serve as 
future habitats for ducks and geese. 
 

 
A soldier walks along the outside of a crater formed through a demolition. 

Photo: Aaron Hemens 
 
The Lower Kootenay Band (LKB) partnered with the Canadian Army Reserve to host military 
exercises on the Band’s wetlands on Feb. 20, an initiative designed to simultaneously help with 
the restoration process of the Band’s marsh landscape.  Soldiers from the 39 Combat Engineer 
Regiment — many of whom were from Trail and Cranbrook’s 44 Engineer Squadron — spent 
the day honing their bridge surveying and design skills, as well as milling lumber and detonating 
explosives. 
 
“The skills that we’re using — whether it’s demolitions, working the sawmill or doing that 
detailed bridge surveying — those are all core skills.  They’re technical skills,” said Major Nils 
French, the commander of the 44 Engineer Squadron.  “This exercise let us get out there, refresh 
on some of those things, refine them a little bit, practice them.  Essentially, we can’t be military 
engineers if we don’t keep those skills fresh.” 
 
A total of nine craters — which are each roughly four metres deep and 10 metres wide — were 
formed through the demolitions.  The hope is that Mother Nature will run its course and the 
craters will naturally fill with water over time, where they will serve as future habitats for ducks 
and geese. 
 



 
 
“Those craters are going to become a flow of water,” said Nasukin Jason Louie of the LKB.  
“We still have a population in our community that depends on the wetlands for sustenance.  This 
summer, they’ll be the nesting grounds for the ducks and geese.”  Although excavators could 
have dug the holes, Louie said that the demolitions were the more environmentally friendly 
alternative.  “The impacts environmentally are very minimal. We could’ve brought in our heavy 
equipment,” he said.  “However, there would’ve been more risk of fuel spills from the heavy 
equipment versus this, where it’s just a more clean blast and it actually gives it more of a natural 
look.” 



 
 
The lumber that was milled and the bridge surveying that was completed by the soldiers are 
preliminary steps that are part of a plan to build a bridge on the wetlands in the near future.  “It 
won’t be a full-sized bridge like the old one, but it will be big enough for an ATV to cross or on 
foot.  This is going to make it a lot easier,” said Louie.  “It discouraged a lot of our hunters if 
they didn’t have a little boat or a dinghy, so our people will be able to access those lands now 
with this foot-bridge that’s going to go across there.” 
 

 
 



According to French, the 39 Combat Engineer Regiment has a bridge-building project scheduled 
in Haida Gwaii for the fall, so the bridge surveying drill on the LKB’s wetlands allowed for the 
soldiers to prepare for that.  “We often think of these tasks, these skills, as having a set purpose.  
But the versatile range in which these skills can be applied is quite staggering,” said French.  
“It’s the same basics applied in all kinds of different ways: technical reconnaissance, taking 
measurements, doing plans and designs for structures or fortifications or bridges of all kinds.  
These are all very important.” 
 

 
 
Louie, a veteran who served with the 44 Engineer Squadron, said he hopes to bring LKB youth 
out to the wetlands once the craters are filled and the bridge is complete to strengthen their 
relationship with the land.  “I grew up on these lands. I loved summer because we would spend 
our entire summers out there.  We would have our BMXs, we’d be swimming, fishing,” he said.  
“There were no phones or social media.  We pretty much lived out there.  We can’t go back in 
time, but I’d love for these younger people to have experiences like that as well.” 
 
He added that he’s open to having more military exercises on LKB land in the future if the 
opportunity arises. 
 



 
 
“There’s a lot of misconceptions about Canada’s military here.  I’m well aware of the history of 
First Nations and the Canadian Forces.  The one thing that stands out is what happened in Oka 
many years ago,” he said.  “It’s a part of our history.  We can try to — and should — reconcile 
the past, but let’s create a future like initiatives that we’re doing today.” 
 
There are two video clips from a drone operated by the Lower Kootenay Band. 
Video footage of the first blast: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/44t9b26sewzyc0n/DJI_0351_First_Blast.mp4?dl=0 
 
Video footage of the second blast: 
https://www.dropbox.com/s/hya1mbi1w35nogk/DJI_0361_Second_Blast.MP4?dl=0 
 
 
HONOURS AND AWARDS 
 
Canadian Forces Liaison Council Presentation – Paladin Security 
On Friday, February 19th, a presentation was made by the Canadian Forces Liaison Council 
(CFLC) and 6 ES to Paladin Security, employer of MCpl Michael Kenacan. 
 
Two presentations were made.  The first was as recognition of Paladin Security’s support to 
MCpl Michael Kenacan.  The ability for Michael to be away from work and serve Canada is of 
immense value.  Michael is one of the leaders in 6 Engineer Squadron, and could only attain the 
rank of Master Corporal by completing career courses, that all require long periods of time away 
from work. 
 



The second was in recognition of Paladin Security’s support during Operation Laser – the 
Canadian Armed Forces response to the COVID-19 Pandemic.  Having the ability to be away 
from work to support this mission is critical. 
 

 
From left to right – Nick Toplass (Paladin Security), Richard Earthy (Director Canadian Forces 

Liaison Council), Master Corporal Michael Kenacan, Lieutenant Colonel Brent Purcell 
(Canadian Forces Liaison Council), Zoha Rashinejad (Paladin Security) 

 
6 ES 2020 Annual Awards 
Like much of the past year, the 6 Engineer Squadron 2020 Annual Awards were not presented in 
the usual fashion.  Due to the ongoing need to follow Force Health Protection Measures as a 
result of the COVID-19 Pandemic, no Sapper Appreciation Dinner was held prior to the 
Christmas break.  This is normally when annual awards are presented.  Further disruption was 
cause by the ongoing need to respond to the pandemic by supporting Operation Laser, which has 
resulted in many processes and procedures being delayed. 
 
As such, after some delay, the 6 Engineer Squadron 2020 Annual Awards were finally presented 
on Thursday, February 18th, 2021.  Here are the results: 
- Most Outstanding Field Troop Member – Cpl Crestani 
- Corporal of the Year – Cpl Laurin 
- Sergeants’ Mess Trophy – Junior NCO of the Year – MCpl Kim 
- Officer of the Year – 2Lt Sidhu 
- Senior NCO of the Year – WO Gratrix 
- Sapper of the Year – WO Macleod 
 



 
Cpl Crestani receiving his Most Outstanding Field Troop Member award from Lt Murseli 

 

 
MCpl Kim receiving his Junior NCO of the Year award from WO Izawa 

 



 
WO MacLeod presenting the Support Member of the Year award to MCpl Wotherspoon 

 

 
WO Macleod presents 2Lt Sidhu with the officer of the year award 



 

 
Maj Gower presenting Senior NCO of the Year award to WO Gratrix 

 

 
Maj Gower, OC 44 presenting WO MacLeod AAM 6 ES the Sapper of the Year trophy 

 



The Sapper of the Year award’s only criteria is that the member have their DP1 combat engineer 
training completed.  As such, based on the over 40 years of dedicated service, the members of 6 
ES decided it was only fitting the WO MacLeod be presented this trophy for his last year of 
service given how much he contributes to the success of the Squadron, and how often he 
demonstrates the depth of his engineer knowledge.  Of note, WO MacLeod has won this trophy 
before – the last time was in 1978! 
 
Presentations in Trail 
During Exercise Frozen Sapper, the CO took some quality time to make some well-deserved 
presentations. 
 

 
WO Gagnon receiving the RSM Trophy, presented on behalf of RSM was MWO Batch, and LCol Julien; 
 



 
Lt Helmer-Smith was presented with his Expeditionary medal for his most recent tour; 

 

 
MWO Batch, and Maj French receiving their CD1 Clasp; 

 



 
Cpl Buckley receiving his Sacrifice medal; 

 

 
Capt. Jarvis receiving the CO’s Cup; and 

 



 
HLCol Kruger, receiving the CO’s coin on behalf of Capt. Fyffe, and team for the great work that was 
done on CHIMO Cabin, the coin # was 44, and it is to be laminated and become a permanent fixture 

within the cabin itself. 
 
MEMBERSHIP 
 
For those wishing to become members of 39 CER Association, a membership form can be 
acquired from:  membership@39cer.ca 
 
39 CER Association Contacts 
 
President:  Bill White Col (Ret’d)    president@39cer.ca 
Vice-President – Roli Krueger HLCol 39 CER  roland_krueger@telus.net 
Treasurer – Roli Krueger HLCol 39 CER   roland_krueger@telus.net 
Secretary – Grant Acheson Maj (Ret’d)   secretary@39cer.ca 
Newsletter Editor – Achim von Wiedner Maj (Ret’d) avonwiedner@shaw.ca 
 
 
The 39 CER website can be accessed at:  http://www.39cer-museum.net/ 
 
For more Engineer news please visit the Canadian Military Engineer Association website at:  
https://cmea-agmc.ca 
 


