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PRESIDENT’S REPORT
During Exercise Ribbon Rafter, on 23rd November, Directors of the Association assisted in the
BBQ for the Sappers that night by cooking hot dogs and hamburgers. It was a good opportunity
for the Association to both support the Regiment and meet with members of the Regiment in a
social setting.
The Directors of the Association were pleased to make contributions for beverages at the
Soldiers’ Appreciation Dinners (Christmas Dinners) at 6 Engineer Sqn, North Vancouver, 44
Engineer Sqn, Trail and 54 Engineer Sqn plus Regimental Headquarters, Chilliwack. I was
invited to attend the dinner at 6 ES. It was an enjoyable event and a pleasure to be there since
my last one in December 1986.
This year the Association is going to be assisting the Regiment in putting on the annual D-Day
Dinner, on 06 June 2020. We have already had a planning meeting and activities are underway.
This year our priority is to increase the membership of the Association and it would be
appreciated if you could reach out to any former members of 6 Field and 44 Field or indeed other
Sappers and encourage them to join the Association.
On 20 January, Achim von Weidner, Ward Trythall, Terry Haley, and I of the Association
attended the memorial service for Master Warrant Officer Ed Ashley (retired) held at the Col
Roger St John Armoury Chilliwack. The service was conducted in the lecture room and it was
packed with standing room at the back of the room. It was encouraging to see that support for
the family from a number of retired sappers. The Legion, with Colour Party, conducted with the
Legion Tribute. Along with the family, Ed’s colleagues from the 11th draft of Sappers
Apprentices, Airborne Regiment, Combat Divers and the school board all spoke positively about
Ed’s character, service and sense of humour.
I first met him when he was posted to 6 Field Engineer Squadron as the Regular Force Warrant
Officer. He was a very professional and positive addition to the Squadron. He was a great man
and indeed with a great sense of humour.
I am pleased to announce that Major Leah Wilson, has joined the Editorial Board (along with
HLCol Roli Krueger and I) of this newsletter.
A Happy New Year and all the best to you and your families in 2020.

Bill White
President

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2019
On 9 Nov 19, OC 44 ES, Maj Nils French and SSM 44 ES MWO Shane Batch were asked
to conduct a ceremonial "Puck Drop" for the local hockey team, the Trail Smoke Eaters.
There was a short Remembrance ceremony before the game during which the OC and
SSM marched out to center ice with the Legion colour party.

2019 followed in the same fashion as past years here in the GTA (Greater Trail Area).
Members of the Sqn were selected as Cenotaph guards and represented the unit in Trail,
Rossland, and Fruitvale. The RCMP, Air and Sea cadets also held some of these
positions. 44 ES had personnel on parade in Trail, Cranbrook, and in Grandforks.

After the Remembrance Day ceremony,
the Trail based members of 44 ES,
mounted onto a bus generously donated
by Trail Transit. They proceeded to do
their rounds at the Trail and Rossland
legions, returning to the armoury to
finish up the night. Their thanks goes
out toWO (Retired) Shane Granger for \
volunteering to drive the bus..

44 ES marching through downtown Trail

Maj Leah Wilson and members of 44 ES on paraade in Cranbrook (to the left of the
RCMP)

Acting OC Capt Andrew Gower leading 6 ES on Lonsdale Avenue, North Vancouver while
doing an "eyes right" to the Saluting Officer [Lt Col John Brownlee Baker (retired)].

EXERCISE RIBBON RAFTER 22-24 NOVEMBER 2019

Cpl Gallos (center) , 6 ES receiving the
CO’s coin from LCol Jim Julien (left) and
RSM CWO Charles Rochlow (right) for his
outstanding efforts during Ex RIBBON
RAFTER.

Sgt Daigliesh (former Assistant Regimental
Quarter Master) receiving his Certificate of
Service for 27 years from LCol Jim Julien.

The aftermath of the Ex RIBBON RAFTER BBQ held at the Col St John Armoury mess hosted
by the 39 CER Association Directors on 23 Nov 2019.
SOLDIERS’ APPRECIATION DINNER
(FORMERLY KNOWN AS THE MEN’S CHRISTMAS DINNER)
This year all three Squadron’s held their Soldier Appreciation Dinners in their respective
locations on Saturday 7 Dec, 2019. This time of comradery also marks the occasion of the
presentation of the highly coveted year-end trophies and awards.

RHQ and Admin Sqn
Members of RHQ and Admin Sqn are geographically dispersed throughout the province.
Members parade in all three Squadron locations.
This year’s award for the individual who contributed the most to the Regiment went to the DCO,
Maj Ward Trythall.
The winner of the RSM’s trophy for best Senior NCO went to RSS WO for 6 ES, WO Marty
Gratrix.

6 Engineer Squadron

Capt Laura Cook’s (Royal Australian Engineers) departure gift to the Regiment which she
presented during the Soldier’s Appreciation Dinner. Capt Cook served four years with the 39
CER/6 ES on an exchange program while she undertook advanced medical training in
Vancouver.

SQMS of 6 ES, Cpl Wotherspoon (right) was promoted to MCpl by Acting OC Capt Andrew
Gower, (left).
Squadron trophies were also presented to:
Sapper of the year: Sp Cornelius
Cpl of the year: Cpl Crestani
Fd Tp Member: Cpl Kenancan
Jr NCO of the year: MCpl Beochler
Sr NCO of the year: Sgt Savage
Officer of the year: 2Lt Sidhu

44 Engineer Squadron
Squadron trophies were presented to:

Warrior of the year: Cpl Strzelec
Sapper of the year: Pte Mark
NCO of the year: MCpl Horney
Sqn Top Shot: MCpl Horney
Other Trades: Cpl Madrigga
OCs Cup: Cpl McTeer

Cpl Madrigga receiving his trophy from “Pte of the Day” Nils French. Cpl Madrigga’s skill and
abilities are at such a level, he is the only non-1 Engineer Equipment Troop (1EET) individual
authorized to drive the 1EET HLVW PLS variants (and we all know how possessive Stoney is
with his equipment).

54 Engineer Squadron
Squadron trophies were presented to:
Top Shot: Sgt Rachel Montgomery
Top MCpl / Snr NCO: MCpl Cranley
Dedication.: Cpl Grasby
Top Spr / Cpl: Cpl Carney

39 CBG COMMANDER’S COMMENDATION

On 12 December 39 Brigade Commander
Col Paul Ursich presented Cpl Hansra his
commendation for providing assistance to a
civilian at a motor vehicle accident on
Highway 1 outside of Abbotsford. He was
also lauded for managing the accident site
until EMT services arrived. Cpl Hansra has
now transferred to the Regular Force as of
15 Jan, 2020 as a member of 1 CER. We
wish him well in his military career.

Cpl Hansra being presented the 39 CBG
Comd’s Commendation by 39 CBG Comd
Col Ursich.

EX PALLADIN RESPONSE - 26-31 DECEMBER 2019
Once again Reserve engineers concentrated for intensive training during the Christmas – New Year
break. This exercise has been conducted for some 30 years at Chilliwack, Wainwright and Gagetown
and formerly has been known as exercise Quarrel Jump.

39 CER successfully completed the 21st Exercise Paladin Response. This year the EX was run
very much in line with the effective formula used in previous years, with some minor changes.
Overall numbers were slightly reduced from last year. 245 personnel participated in 2019, partly to
streamline the positions but also because the planning and recce portion called the Advanced
Training Troop was not included,. It was deemed this training could be conducted by contributing
units at their home locations with minimal resources.
A welcome addition to the EX this year was the Sling Bridge originating in 1911. It was used as a
medium to train rigging skills. The bridge design is taken from a model that 6 Field Sqn, among
other engineer units, used to cross trenches and other obstacles in WWI.

Over the course of the exercise sappers built and stripped a 9 bay double storey Medium Girder
Bridge (MGB), a 5 bay single storey MGB, a 3 bay single storey ACROW bridge, and a 2 interior
2 ramp medium raft. Sappers also conducted assault boat training. Other trades, including signals,
medical, administrative, and logistics personnel all made significant contributions to the exercise.
Participation was Canada wide, and sappers came from all 10 reserve CERs. The weather was
some of the best on record and the exercise ran very smoothly.

Assault boat training on Cultus Lake (DND Photo)

The Medium Raft being deployed on Cultus Lake (DND Photo)

HMCS Discovery provided Safety Boat service using their Rigid Hull Inflatable Boat (RHIB)
(DND Photo)

MGB construction on one of the dry gaps in the OPSEE training area (DND Photo)

A successful build of an ACROW bridge. Note the perfect weather conditions. (DND Photo)

Visitors to the training on 29 December included the Deputy Commander of 3 Div, the acting
Comd and the RSM of 41 CBG, the Comdt of CFSME, a former Col Comdt and Hon Cols of 39
CER and the Royal Westminster Regt.

Participation
31 CER (St Thomas) – 10 soldiers
32 CER (Toronto) – 10 soldiers
33 CER (Ottawa) - 12 soldiers
34 CER (Montreal) – 19 soldiers
35 CER (Quebec) – 15 soldiers
36 CER (Halifax) – 6 soldiers
37 CER (St John’s) – 14 soldiers
38 CER (Winnipeg) – 9 soldiers
39 CER (Chilliwack) - 60 soldiers
41 CER (Edmonton) – 31 soldiers
1EET – 4 military soldiers + 1 civilian
CFSME - 3 personnel
39 Sig Regt – 13 soldiers supporting the exercise utilizing combat net radio, tactical satellite
radios, Motorola 2-way radios, field phones, DWAN, land line, and mobile phones
39 Svc Bn – 15 soldiers providing drivers and maintenance crews
39 CBG HQ – 1 soldier
11/12 Fd Amb – 8 medics
SHof C – 1 soldier – driver/support staff
BCD – 3 soldiers – drivers/support staff
RWR – 2 soldiers – drivers/support staff
HMCS Discovery – 6 sailors including their RHIB used as safety boats
5 Div HQ – 1 officer
RCAF – 1 officer
Australian Army – 1 soldier
Totals
39 CBG – 95
2 Div - 34
4 Div – 32
3 Div – 140
5 Div – 21
Other - 17

Ex PALLADIN RESPONSE 2019 Patch
For the first time a patch had been authorized for participants to wear during the period of the
exercise. The patch had a positive effect on the esprit de corps and sold out within two days.
Plans are in the works to offer a similar patch for next year. The patch was designed by 39 CER
Transport NCO MCpl Phil Steven and has a Velcro back allowing it to be affixed to the uniform
sleeve.

MILITARY ENGINEERS GATHER TO BUILD BRIDGES IN CHILLIWACK
Exercise Paladin Response gives soldiers the skills to help fellow Canadians in natural
disasters
Jenna Hauck – Chilliwack Progress
More than 300 military engineers and personnel gathered in Chilliwack over the holiday season to
brush up on their bridge-building skills.
Exercise Paladin Response is an annual event for army reserve combat engineers where they
practise building various types of bridges over water and land gaps, plus refreshing other skills for
domestic response. They were training for five days, from Dec. 26 to 30.
“This is all about the skills we need to help Canadians in times of need. Typically that will be
natural disasters (such as) floods, fires, any kind of a seismic event,” says Major Nils French of 39
Combat Engineer Regiment.
Split into six troops of 30 engineers each, the groups were stationed at the Colonel Roger
Kenwood St. John Armoury (former CFB), Maple Bay in Cultus Lake, and the OPSEE Training
Area (just east of Cultus Lake).
They were assembling three different types of bridges. ACROW bridges are heavy-duty structures
put together using equipment. They are used to replace a bridge that has been destroyed, or used
to build bridge as temporary alternate route.
In 2017, during the flooding in Laval, Quebec there was a community that was cut off and it was
an ACROW bridge that was built to evacuate the victims. It was the first time the engineers
deployed as a troop since the Second World War, said one engineer.
The other two bridges include a medium girder bridge and a raft bridge.
Medium girder bridges are assembled mostly by hand where troops are lifting pieces weighing up
to 600 lbs each.
Raft bridges (medium floating bridge) are assembled section by section right on a body of water.
With a ramp on either end, the raft bridges can act like a ferry to move vehicles from one shore to
another and they are moved around by powerful boats attached to either side.
The engineers also updated their training on communications, assault boats (inflatable rubber boats
used to get supplies to locations, or evacuate people, similar to Search and Rescue), and rigging
(using poles, cables, and ropes to transport equipment or even personnel across an obstacle).
Exercise Paladin Response has been running for 20 years in Chilliwack. The city is the ideal
location for the exercise as all the necessary resources are here: a lake, a river, some form of gap to
bridge, plus a lot of the equipment needed for the training.
Our mild winters also play a role. With lakes that don’t freeze over and no need for snow removal
or ice maintenance, Chilliwack is a prime spot for Exercise Paladin Response.

It is one of the largest exercises that the military engineers do in Canada where the entire engineer
corps comes together to train. Every reserve combat engineer regiment in Canada was in town
from Vancouver to St. Johns, Newfoundland.
The combat engineers were joined by other military personnel including medics, Royal Canadian
Navy, Canadian Forces School of Military Engineering, people trained in vehicle maintenance,
engineer equipment, logistics, signals/communication, and even the Royal Canadian Air Force
who flew in about 100 troops on military aircraft.

Canadian Army reservists build bridges over the holidays in Chilliwack
Jenna Hauck – Chilliwack Progress
Army engineer reservists from across Canada swarmed Chilliwack on Boxing Day to build bridges
together as part of an annual bridging and rafting exercise.
More than 250 reserve soldiers converged at the Pacific Regional Training Centre for training
event Exercise Paladin Response from Dec. 26 to Dec. 31. Troops were in town to learn how to
assemble various types of bridges over water and land gaps.
The focus of Exercise Paladin Response is on building bridges that would be used to cross gaps
during domestic operations such as earthquakes, fires and floods, but the skills learned can be
applied abroad and in combat.
On Tuesday, following three full days of physical and mental training, the soldiers wrapped up
Exercise Paladin Response with a friendly bridge-building competition.
Three teams of nine put their brains and bulk to the test as they assembled a medium girder bridge
over an imaginary 10-metre gap as quickly as possible.
Everything for the medium girder bridge was assembled by hand. Each section of the bridge
weighed anywhere from 400 to 1,250 pounds and was manually carried into place by the troops.
From start to finish, the medium girder bridges were assembled in less than 15 minutes.
Throughout the six days they were here, soldiers were training at Col. Roger St. John Armoury (at
the former CFB), Cultus Lake, and the OPSEE training area east of Cultus Lake where they were
assembling three different types of bridges: raft bridges, medium girder bridges and ACROW
bridges.
ACROW bridges are heavy-duty structures put together using equipment. They are used to more
as a long-term “temporary” solution to replace civilian traffic bridges that have been destroyed, or
used to build a bridge as an alternate route.
Medium girder bridges are assembled more quickly and mostly by hand. They are not meant for
high-speed traffic and are more for short-term use.

Raft bridges (medium floating bridges) are assembled section by section right on a body of water.
With a ramp on either end, the raft bridges can act like a ferry to move vehicles from one shore to
another and they are moved around by powerful boats attached to either side.
Of the 250 soldiers, about two-thirds of them have taken part in Exercise Paladin Response before.
“They will walk away on New Year’s Eve with improved skills they would not have the
opportunity to gain elsewhere. The exercise provides sappers enhanced training to better enable
them to respond to requests for assistance in times of need within our nation, or if called upon
abroad,” said Lt.-Col. James P. Julien, commanding officer with 39 Combat Engineer Regiment.
The exercise was organized and lead by the Army Reserves of B.C., 39 Canadian Brigade Group,
primarily 39 Combat Engineer Regiment.
Aside from engineering units from across the country, the Royal Canadian Navy, 11 and 12 Field
Ambulance, 39 Signals Regiment, 39 Service Battalion and other support units from the 3rd
Canadian Division got to practice their skills during the exercise.

Soldiers move the last section of a bridge into place while taking part in a friendly bridge-building
competition during Exercise Paladin Response on Dec. 30, 2019. (Jenna Hauck/ The Progress)

Promotion

During the exercise CO LCol Jm Julien and RSM CWO Charles Rochlow promoted Cpl Carney
(54 ES) to A/MCpl on 28 Dec 2019

Enrolments
During the exercise LCol Julien enrolled two new members to 39 CER. Cpl Andrew Morgan
and Pte Ryan Bowie. Cpl Morgan is a former British Army Pathfinder assigned to 6 ES as a Cbt
Engr and Pte Bowie is a HRA Clerk assigned to 54 ES.

Cpl Morgan on his enrolment.

Pte Bowie being sworn in by CO LCol Jim Julien.

DINING-IN
On Saturday, the 18 Jan, 2020 the OC 44 Engineer Squadron – Maj Nils French, CD, and
Squadron Sergeant Major – MWO Shane Batch, CD cordially invited a number of individuals to
attend a Mixed Dining Event held at the LCol Kemball Armoury in Trail BC. The 60+ attendees
included the Mayor of Trail, Lisa Pisan; Trail City Counsellor, Paul Butler,; Detachment
Commander of Trail RCMP detachmen, Sgt Mike Wicentowich,; and, General Manager of
Teck's Trail operations,Thompson Hickie,.
The table toppers built by SSM Shane Batch and Sgt (rtd) Tracy Batch, were a huge hit. In
fact the Trail Mayor, the RCMP Detachment Commander and the GM of Teck's Trail
operations each selected and took one to display in their offices.

FUTURE REGIMENTAL EXERCISES
EX FROZEN SAPPER (Basic Winter Warfare) will take place in Trail from 20 – 24 Feb 2020

D-DAY DINNER
This year’s dinner will be held on Saturday 6 June 2020 in the J.P. Fell Armoury, North
Vancouver. The dinner will be a mixed dining in but will follow the mess dinner format and
protocols. Tickets are anticipated to be in the $85-90 range.
Dates / Timings:
15 May 2020 – RSVP cut-off

DEPARTURES
Farewell from Maj Trythall
Members of 39 CER, my colleagues, brothers and sisters in arms and, in many cases, lifelong
close friends and comrades,
The time has come for me to say farewell to the Regt as I embark upon a new career direction as
a CAF member within the Real Property Operations Group.
Effective 6 Jan 2020 I will have transferred out of the Regt to RPOPS Det Chwk as OC and will
no longer serve as DCO.
I have spent the last 35 years serving our country as a leader within 6 Engineer Squadron and
subsequently 39 CER.
With few exceptions, I count those years as the best of my life so far; and I must add that it has
been both a pleasure and an honour to have been permitted to soldier beside each and every one
of you during that time.
Together we have shed tears, shared laughter and endured hardships willingly, in furtherance of
the defence of our nation and the growth of our proud Regt, and I would change very little of it
as I look back.
I would like to wish each of you an abundance of success and happiness as you progress along
your own career and I look forward to our paths crossing in the future.
Chimo!
9A OUT
Major Ward Trythall, CD (RCE)
Deputy Commanding Officer

DEATHS
Edward Lawrence Ashley, CD
Master Warrant Officer Ret’d former RSS WO and SSM at 6 Fd Sqn
11 November 1945 -8 January 2020

With great sadness we announce the sudden passing of Edward Lawrence Ashley on January 8th,
2020 at his home in Chilliwack BC at the age of 74. He is survived by Marianna Ashley
(Wright), his wife of 55 years. Daughters, Kathryn Pite, Virginia Ashley (Glen), and sons,
Thomas Ashley, Robert Ashley (Tammy). Grandchildren, Henry, Catherine, Daniel, Jessica,
Alyssa, Riley, Kymmie, Kaeden, Chayce and Montana, and brothers, Jerry, Gary, and sisters,
Valerie, Arlene, Edith, Rosie.
Born November 11, 1945 Driftpile Indian Reserve on the South shore of the Lesser Slave Lake
300 km North West of Edmonton. The oldest of 11 children, attended Faust Elementary and
Kinuso High School. He was predeceased by his parents, John and Susan Sawan, sisters, Judy
and Rita and brothers Roland and Johnny.

At 16 years of age he joined the Canadian Army under the Apprentice Training Program and was
posted to Camp Chilliwack as a Sapper Apprentice or boy soldier/green monster. In this two
year program he was taught Basis Training, Group 1 Field Engineering, First Aid, Sports, Math,
English, Science, and Instructor/Leadership Training. During the second year in the Apprentices
at the age of 17 he met his future wife Marianna. Upon graduation in April 1964 he was posted
to 3 Fd Sqn Chilliwack as a Field Engineer Sapper.
During Ed's 32 years of service (27 Reg Force and 5 years Reserve) his posting were
ATS/RCSME, 3 Fd Sqn Chilliwack, 4 Fd Sqn Germany, 2 Fd Sqn Petawawa, 1 AB Fd Sqn
Edmonton, Cyprus 1974 with the Cdn AB Regt during the Turkish Invasion, CFSME as an
instructor (Demolitions, Min Warfare and Bridging), 5 EduG/5RGC Valcartier, 6 Fd Sqn North
Vancouver, 1 CER Chilliwack, 3 Fd Engr Regt Montreal and finally CFSME Demolition Mine
Warfare Supervisor. He retired from the Reg Force in November 1988 as a Master Warrant
Officer.
His Reserve service consisted of 2 years as Cadet Liaison Officer with Base Ops Chilliwack and
3 years as SSM 6 Fd Sqn North Vancouver.
Finding that 45 was too young for retirement he worked for SNC Lavalin in as an EOD (Bomb
Disposal) Supervisor clearing ranges in Chilliwack, Montreal and Valcartier. He was now away
from home more than ever and decided to do something different and stay close to home. He
saw an old buddy Larry Cheret driving a school bus and thought that's what he would like to do
and so after a bit of training and getting a Class 2 license he became a school bus driver for
School District # 33 Chilliwack. He remained in this position for 8 years and also became a
driving Instructor. In 2000 he was requested to apply for the position of Transportation
Supervisor and was successful in obtaining this position. In 2006 he was promoted to
Transportation Manager responsible for bussing 4,000 students to and from school safely on 40
school buses. He had a staff of 50 employees (45 bus drivers, 3 mechanics and 2 dispatchers).
Other duties included maintaining the white fleet (50 vehicles), purchasing buses and
trucks/equipment and training all School District Drivers. He retired in October 2013 after 20
years with the School District.
In his retirement he was kept busy golfing with his old army buddies, fishing, wood work,
grandchildren and family RVing.
A Celebration of Life was held for Ed Ashley in the Col St. John Armoury Chilliwack on
Monday 20 January 2020.

MEMBERSHIP
For those wishing to become members of 39 CER Association, a membership form is sent along
with this letter or can be acquired from: membership@39cer.ca

39 CER Association Contacts
President: Bill White Col (Ret’d)
Vice-President – Roli Krueger HLCol 39 CER
Treasurer – Bill Diamond HCol 39 CER
Secretary – Grant Acheson Maj (Ret’d)

president@39cer.ca
roland_krueger@telus.net
treasurer@39cer.ca
secretary@39cer.ca

For more Engineer news please visit the Canadian Military Engineer Association website at:
https://cmea-agmc.ca

