
Chapter 17  Home and Abroad 1966 to 1990 

 

Unification 

 In 1966 Bill C-243 "The Canadian Forces Reorganization Act", was introduced in the House se of 

Commons and passed in April 1967. It abolished the Royal Canadian Navy, the Canadian Army, and the 

Royal Canadian Air Force and created a single service called the Canadian Armed Forces.  

 With approval of the bill, the military reorganized its command and base structures, streamlined 

organizations to reduce costs and duplications and attempted to create a functionally organized military that 

was mobile and not bound by service traditions. As well, a single uniform and rank structure was introduced, 

a move that was very unpopular. In the minds of many people, it was a very bad idea.   

 
 The downsizing of the Militia in Canada in 1966 was followed by "unification" of the Canadian Forces. This 

meant that Army, Navy and Air Force all wore the same uniform and all engineers in the three services became Canadian 

Military Engineers.  The title “Corps of Royal Canadian Engineers” disappeared with the coveted Order of the Garter 

which, up until then, had been part of the proud RCE badge. This unfortunate decision, by Minister of Defence Paul 

Hellyer, was a disaster and for many years created confusion in and out of the Armed Forces, including the Military 

Engineers.  As an example of Hellyer’s shortsightedness all officer ranks within the three services became identical.  

Canadian warships carried a lieutenant colonel or a colonel as commanding officer with his officers designated with 

captain rank (former navy lieutenants). Needless to say, bewilderment was the order of the day when Canadian ships 

visited foreign ports - each ship having a number of “captains”. - Hon Lieutenant Colonel W Dow 

 

Squadron Routine 

 Over the next 30 years the squadron followed a fairly standard routine. From September to June the 

officers and NCOs used Tuesday nights to do the routine administration and prepare for training and 

exercises. Thursday nights were dedicated to either training or exercise preparation. There was usually one 

exercise a month with the majority of them at CFB Chilliwack. But mixed in with that were occasional 

bridging projects or exercises with the 409th (Panel Bridge) Company of the US Army Reserve. All that was 

dependent on widely fluctuating budgets. Some years the money was gone long before the end of the fiscal 

year on March 31st. Other years there was more than enough.  

 Unit strength varied widely. The hippy and anti-war movements during the Vietnam War of the late 

60s and early 70s had a major impact on recruiting. Strength dropped to 40 all ranks. With the end of that 

war and the fading of the hippy movement strength steadily rose, reaching 100 by the late 80s. 

 Supporting the unit was a small full-time cadre. This varied from year to year. It could be a solitary 

reserve Sergeant clerk or a mixed regular/reserve team of 8 commanded by a regular force Captain. The size 

of this team was dependent on budgets, the army’s priorities and the availability of personnel. During this 

time regular force personnel were part of Pacific Militia Area Headquarters. That would change in the early 

90s when the regular force personnel were posted into the unit. But that was in the future.  

 In June the unit "stood down" for the summer when unit members attended courses in Chilliwack, 

Vernon, Wainwright and Borden while others staffed the courses. With so many courses underway the unit 

was usually stripped of its full time staff and often only a clerk and a storeman were left in the building.  

 The summer was also when militia concentrations were done. Some years it was an engineer 

concentration at CFB Chilliwack. Other years it was a brigade concentration at Fort Lewis Washington or 

CFB Wainwright in Alberta. Some years it was at the beginning of the summer and some years at the end. In 

Ex Trailblazer 1965 
In 1965 the 6th was back working on the Dewdney Trunk Trail. This time it was finished 



the early fall the unit would "stand up" and a few personnel would sometimes fly to Germany to reinforce 4 

Combat Engineer Regiment or act as umpires for the annual NATO fall exercises.   

 In September a general shakeup of the unit occurred. The army policy was for everyone to change 

their jobs every 3 to 4 years. So around a third of the personnel would be reassigned every year. Newly 

qualified officers and NCOs fresh off their courses, took the junior positions and the senior people moved up 

or had a lateral transfer. The result was that by the time someone became the CO or SSM they had done most 

of the officer or NCO jobs in the unit. In the case of the COs who had commissioned from the ranks they had 

done almost every job in the unit before assuming command. The system worked well. 

 

First Coquihalla Demolition Exercise 1965 

 In 1965 a small abandoned railway bridge in the Coquihalla valley was blown up by the 6th. This 

was a small scale dress rehearsal for a much larger job in 1969. 

 

Rosebud Lake 7-9 October 1967 and 12-14 October 1968 

 Although the 7 FER HQ was history it didn't stop the 6th, 17th and 44th from working together. 

Their first major joint exercise was Rosebud Lake, as Capt Hugh Hutchinson reported in the unit newsletter. 

 
ROSEBUD LAKE DAM 

by CAPT RAJ Hutchinson 

 

 In the east Kootenay's some three miles north of the U.S. border post of Nelway and 1 1/2 miles east of the road 

to Salmo lies Rosebud Lake, a small boot,- of water about 1/2 mile across. Until 1966 the lake was popular with the local 

inhabitants for fishing, camping and swimming. In APR of that year the beaver dam which formed the lake was trashed 

out and the resulting flood destroyed some 500 feet of the Salmo-Nelway Highway, in addition to causing a considerable 

inconvenience to the beavers. In fact, the beasts retired in disgust and refused to replace the structure so Rosebud Lake 

reverted to a wilderness of mud and swamp. 

 That might have been the end of the matter had not the Bishop of the Anglican Church, whose diocese had a 

youth camp on the lake, not approached CAPT Derek Evans-Davies of 44th Field Squadron in Trail and asked whether 

44th Field could replace the dam. MM Smitten, CO 44th Field at the time, agreed to undertake the task, having first 

obtained the blessing of Pacific Region. It was decided that 6th Field Squadron, Commanded by MAJ Tam London, and 

17th Field Squadron of Kimberley, Commanded by MAJ Roger Lye, should also become involved in the construction. I 

inherited the job of designing the new dam, such work being by way of my stock and trade. 

 The design of Rosebud Lake Dam required the approval of the Water Rights Branch (BC Dept. of Lands and 

Forests), who, with vivid memories of the $30,000.00 spent repairing the Highway after the beaver dam failed, were 

Left to right - Sappers climbing up to the bridge, wiring up the bridge and the blast (6FESMA) 

Left to Right Sgt Laycock, Lt Findlay and WO McBride, bridge before the blast and after the blast (6FESMA) 



particularly concerned with the safety of the new structure. A 15-foot high, 70-foot long earth dam was designed with a 

separate spillway channel and 12-inch diameter concrete encased sluice pipe and valve beneath. The damming effect 

would raise the lake level 9 feet. While final design approval was being obtained from the Water Rights Branch, work 

started on the placement of the concrete encased steel sluice pipe. On 7-9 OCT 67, 44th Field was joined by 6th Field 

(via surface transport) and 17th Field. 

The work on the spillway and concrete encased sluice pipe and extensive foreshore clearing was continued in the Spring 

of 68 on the 24 MAX long weekend. 6th were air-lifted from Vancouver to Castlegar and returned by RCAF Hercules 

transport and joined 17th and 44th Field at the damsite. The water level in the river was too high to permit construction 

of the dam itself to begin but talus rock to face the structure was loaded from a rock pit some 9 miles away and stockpiled 

at the damsite and foreshore clearing continued. Then, in the Fall of' 68, 6th Field, now Commanded by MAJ Doug 

Whiffin, arrived back for the 12-14 OCT long weekend, having again been air-lifted to Castlegar by a Hercules transport 

which had, due to the "efficiency" of the Canadian Forces communications system, arrived seven hours late, since it had 

never been ordered out despite 6-months' advance warning. 

 All during the previous week CAPT Dunc Thomas, of 6th Field, and 2 heavy equipment operators from CFSME 

at CFB Chilliwack had worked at the site placing the earth-fill for the dam. They used a small bulldozer belonging to 

17th Field and a larger machine brought from CFB Chilliwack. The water was foul and the creek bed downstream of the 

dam became a sea of mud, which was finally cleared by dragging the small dozer through it like a plow, using the winch 

on the larger machine. 

 By the time all three Squadrons arrived at the dam site, most of the fill placement was completed and the 

placing of the protective rock on the dam slopes and in the spillway could proceed. The concrete control sills in the 

spillway were poured and the super structure was erected over the valve pit and the upstream end of the sluice pipe. 

The abutments of an improvised bridge across the spillway were also put in place and foreshore clearing was carried 

out. It remained only for 44th Field, under the Command of MAJ Evans-Davies, to return to place the riprap lining on 

the dam and spillway, and complete the foreshore clearing and small timber bridge. 

 The construction of the Rosebud Lake Dam illustrates what Reserve Engineer units, with specialist assistance 

from the Regular Force, can achieve. In this instance we were able to produce a worthwhile recreational asset for the 

local community. 

 

First Unit Members Serve with NATO.  

 In the summer of 1969 Capt EGA (Ed) Langford and A/Sgt DW (Doug) Turnbull became the first 

militia engineer personnel to serve with the regular force’s 4 Field Squadron in Germany. During Capt 

Langford's 4 weeks there he spent part of it as an engineer reconnaissance officer with a tracked Lynx recce 

vehicle and part of it in their Squadron HQ. At the end of Sgt Turnbull's 3 month tour he became an APC 

section commander.  

 This was the first time since WW2 that militia engineers had served with the regular force in 

Germany. Over the next 20 years dozens more would spend weeks or even months with 4 Field Squadron 

(later 4 CER), in Germany, most of them serving during the annual NATO fall exercises.  

  

The 6th boarding a C130 for Rosebud Lake.   Aboard the C130.                                  Dozer at Rosebud Lake (DND) 

Sgt Davis and Lt Langford                 Shovel Work     -                                  Front End Loader at Rosebud lake (DND) 



The Start of the 6th and 409th Relationship in 1969 

 The 6th's association with the 409th US Engineer Panel Bridge Company (409 PB Coy), of the US 

Army Reserve in Everett, Washington all started because of a wrong turn taken by the 6th's CO Major Doug 

Whiffin. One weekend he was visiting Everett with his family when he missed a turn and found himself on 

a side street. As he drove along, he saw an American armory and soldiers loading a Bailey bridge onto their 

trucks. He stopped, left his wife and children in the car, walked up to an American soldier and asked him 

where the CO was. He was directed to an American Captain, introduced himself and asked what they were 

doing. He said they were loading a Bailey bridge for an exercise that would be happening in a month and 

then he asked Maj Whiffin if he would like to join them.  

 So, a month later Maj Whiffin and a couple of unit officers crossed the border in civilian cars. They 

met the 409th and changed into their uniforms. And so began a working and training relationship with the 

engineers of the US Army Reserve in Washington State that lasted for years.  

 

Second Coquihalla Demolition Exercise September 1969  

On the 27-28 September 1969 weekend a second demolition exercise was carried out in the 

Coquihalla Valley. This was a much larger project as it was to demolish a 400 foot long, 125 foot high timber 

trestle railway bridge. Making it more challenging was the fact it was on the other side of a creek and 500 

feet up a hill. The 409th, under the command of CPT Neil C. Porter, Jr., joined 6 FES to place the charges on 

the bridge. This was the first exercise involving both units. It was also one of the first covered by television 

news.  

 

Due to the limited amount of explosives provided, boreholes had to 

be hand drilled into the wood columns and the explosives loaded inside. It 

was a lot of work. The 6th had also ordered 3000 feet of detonating cord to 

connect the charges but only 1000 feet had been supplied. So the ring main 

was incomplete.  

The first try to blow the bridge using electric detonators was 

unsuccessful. There was a large explosion but flying debris cut the 

detonating cord and only half the charges went off.  

 After waiting the mandatory ten minutes, a 3-person firing party 

climbed up to the bridge and attached three 40 minute safety fuse initiation 

sets. They lit the fuses and then took 20 minutes to climb back down. The 

safety fuse was burning slow. The charges detonated around 44 minutes. (As 

a television cameraman remarked "The guys in editing are going to find this 

really boring". He had started filming around 36 minutes.) There was a small 

explosion as the remaining charges detonated and the wood trestle collapsed, 

the timbers tumbling down the hillside.  

 

409th/6th Bridging Competition Mt Pilchuck 15-16 November 1969 

 The next joint exercise with the 409th occurred a few months later. On Saturday morning the 6th 

joined the 409th at their tented camp in the Mount Baker National Park, Washington. for a bridging 

competition. The object being to build a 80 ft double-single bailey bridge in the fastest time possible.  

 The 409th had cleared the site and laid out the bridging stores. The race was on. The 6th was ahead 

for the first 25 minutes and then it was discovered the launching links had been missed. Five minutes were 

TYPICAL RING MAIN 

The First Blast (Brewer) 



lost correcting the mistake. It was then neck and neck. Then disaster. One of the wooden templates on which 

the landing bay rollers was mounted was rotten. When the bridge landed on the roller the template  crushed, 

the roller fell over and the bridge jammed. It was a couple of minutes before anyone knew what had happened. 

It was now dark and the far side was in shadow. The bridge was pulled back, the wooden template replaced 

and the roller remounted. All this took about 20 minutes. The 6th lost by about 20 minutes. If it hadn't been 

for the rotten template it would have been anyone's race.  

 That night was the first snowfall of the season. At 0500 hrs a gust of wind blew over the tent in 

which the 6th was sleeping, burying half the unit under heavy snow covered canvas.  A/Cpl John Hindson 

and Cpl Jim Stewart got up, walked through the tent and pulled trapped men out from underneath the heavy 

canvas by grabbing them by the foot of their sleeping bags and throwing them the width of the tent. 

Fortunately no one suffocated. After breakfast the units dismantled their bridges and returned home. 

  

More Trucks Arrive in the Early 70s 

 By 1970 the number of vehicles the 6th held 

had dropped to only four (a Deuce Cargo, a Deuce 

dump, a civilian pattern 3 Ton cargo and a civilian 

pattern van). The unit was entitled to 3 times as many 

vehicles but they had never been issued. Most of the 

other militia units were in a similar state. Then Ottawa 

decided to issue hundreds of 20-year old vehicles from 

the war reserves to the militia. It was a mixed blessing. 

Most of the rubber had rotted and one or two vehicles 

broke down on every exercise. Tires went flat, water 

hoses burst, fan belts broke and gaskets ruptured. It 

took about a year and numerous trips to the Jericho 

and Chilliwack workshops but eventually the fleet 

became more reliable. But the extra vehicles meant a 

major change in the way the unit trained. Before there 

was only enough transport to take the 6th to CFB Chilliwack where they lived in barracks. Living in the field 

had been rare. With all the extra vehicles it became the norm. 

 

Lt KA (Angus) Munn’s Accident - 4 April 1970 

 The unit was on the CFB Chilliwack demolition range on the top of Vedder 

Mountain training. Basic refresher training was done on Saturday and on Sunday 

morning was the more advanced stuff.  It was a cold day with a steady drizzle. There 

were a half dozen 2 and 3 man crews setting up charges to cut trees and blow stumps. Lt 

THM (Jerry) Silva was the Range OIC and Lt Angus Munn was the other officer on the 

range. At the bunker were Lt Denny Sauer and CWO TM (Tom) St Hilaire.  

 Lt Munn and Spr Larocque were working as a 

team disposing of the surplus non-electric detonators. 

They dug a hole and placed a small cardboard box, 

with 75 detonators, in it. They then gently filled the 

empty part of the box with mud so the detonators were 

snug. Next they inserted a detonator with a section of 

time fuse into the box and then stood up. As only one person is supposed 

to fire a charge Spr Larocque started to walk back to the bunker while Lt 

Munn prepared to light the fuse. 

 Lt Silva gave the order to fire. Within 10 seconds the detonators 

exploded. Lt Munn was still bent over the charge. There were small rivers 

of blood running down his body. His hands looked like two bloody mitts. 

He was deaf and blind.  

 Then the orders started to fly. As the fuses were all burning Lt 

Silva shouted “Cut the fuses”. Spr Larocque ran to the bunker for a first 

aid kit. Others ran to help Munn. On his way back to the range, Spr Larocque met Munn walking back with 

one soldier on either side. At the bunker CWO St Hilaire got a shell dressing over Munn's face and triangular 

bandages over his hands.   

Veddar Mountain Demolition 

Range Bunker in the early 70s 
(Larocque) 

Lt Angus Munn 

(Croucher) 

Sprs Simpson and Davison   Sprs Pentland, Campbell & Syme  

(Larocque) 



 As there wasn’t a stretcher, a bed using combat jackets was made on the floor of the civilian pattern 

cargo van. Munn was laid on it. Because it was only a 2 wheel drive and the road was solid mud, half a dozen 

sappers jumped into the back of the van so the rear wheels had more traction. And off they went with Lt 

Denny Sauer at the wheel.  Fortunately the vehicle had “Explosives” signs so Sauer just hit the horn as he 

ran stop signs and lights, and every car on the road screeched to a stop.  

 They got to the base MIR. Within minutes an ambulance took Munn to the Chilliwack Hospital. 

There they removed shrapnel from his eye and restored his sight. One eardrum was punctured.. The hand 

tendons and muscles were badly damaged. The hands made a reasonably full recovery, other than there being 

some stiffness and a lack of dexterity. On 30 April he was released from hospital. But it was years before he 

got all the shrapnel out, if he ever did. If he felt a piece of shrapnel or gravel working its way out he plucked 

it out with a set of gold plated tweezers and put it in a glass vial he kept on his mantelpiece. 

 Angus lived 30 more years, graduated from Medical School as an anesthetist, commanded the 

reserve service battalion in Calgary, became an Honourary Colonel and served with the Army in Bosnia. 

 

Grapefruit Mortars and Cannon 

 In 1970 unit members built two grapefruit mortars and a 

cannon. The projectiles were grapefruits or turnips wrapped in 

toilet paper and propelled by a thunderflash.  

 The cannon was a breech loader with a wheeled base and 

a 5 inch diameter pipe for a barrel. The grapefruit was loaded 

through the breech and the thunderflash lit. The gunners then had 

11 seconds to place the thunderflash in the cannon and close the 

screw breach before the thunderflash exploded.  It had a range of 

around 300 feet. It was used on field exercises and at parties in 

the Armoury.  

One night, after a mess dinner, a grapefruit fired from 

the cannon demolished the round window over the door at the 

north end of the armoury. The gunners were under the balcony 

and tried to fire it out the door. They missed. The Officers Mess later paid $11.43 in "barrack damages". 

 The firing procedure for the two mortars was similar. A lit thunderflash was dropped down the 

mortar barrel. The gunners then had 11 seconds to ram the grapefruit down the barrel and stand back.   

 

Exercise High Tide 18-19 April 1970 

 In the spring of 1970 a US Marine Corps Reserve amphibious landing exercise was held at the 

Widby Island Naval Air Station. The Americans, most of whom were part of the 4th Shore Party Battalion, 

4th Marine Division, FMF, US Marine Corps Reserve came ashore in landing craft supported by ground 

attack aircraft and helicopters. In all there were over 500 Americans and Seaforths in the attacking force. 

Facing them were less than 100 Canadians, from the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada and the 6th.  It had its 

moments. 

  
 We drove all Friday night from North Vancouver to Widby Island Naval Air Station arriving early  on Saturday 

morning. We got a couple of hours sleep on a concrete floor which was very uncomfortable because we hadn't been 

issued air mattresses. Along with the Seaforth we provided the enemy force for the amphibious landing. During the 

morning we prepared our defences. There was a wide flat beach with an escarpment.  On the escarpment we had our 

first line of defence which included the grapefruit cannon. I was in the second line of defence about a 100 yards back 

from the escarpment. As we were setting things up an American boy, he was probably 12 or 13, walked up to us and told 

us that the Americans were the best soldiers in the world and were going to whip us. It was an interesting statement 

considering what happened later that night.  

 On Saturday the attacks began when a wave of twin engine propeller driven COIN (Counter Insurgent) aircraft 

swept the beaches. Then came the landing craft. As the Seaforth and Engineers on the escarpment opened fire with blanks 

the Americans disembarked on the beaches. The Canadians continued firing. The Americans formed up in four ranks and 

their officers started to issue orders. The Canadians then opened with the grapefruit gun and the Americans scattered.  I 

was later told by someone that we actually hit one of them with a turnip. Ouch. They then reformed and started to wend 

their way up the paths leading to the top of the escarpment. The only thing slowing them down were the shallow 

camouflaged pits full of cow manure. All the time they ignored the Canadian fire. As one of them walked past my position 

I asked him why they didn't take cover and return fire. He said “We were told our bombardment killed you and that we 

are to ignore you”. To which my response was “If this was real we would have dug ourselves in so deep not even a 

nuclear blast would have cleared us out” After a  frustrating hour we withdrew. We then started referring to the 

Lt Wayne  Laycock with the grapefruit 
cannon  (Croucher)  



Americans as "Frankensteins", because no matter how many rounds you fired at them they just kept on coming.  

 When we got back to the air base the DCO Capt Hugh Hutchinson was missing. His jeep was there but there 

was no sign of him or his driver Spr Conway. An hour later he reappeared. It seems that earlier they had been at the air 

base when they saw an American Huey helicopter coming in. Realizing it was enemy Hutchinson and his driver hid in a 

hanger. The helicopter landed and Americans infantry unloaded and ran off in the opposite direction. Hugh and his 

driver snuck up on the helicopter, jumped in and at “gun point” commandeered the helicopter. The American crew 

obligingly agreed to a “joy ride” around the area and took off abandoning their infantry. A good time was had by all.  

 Capt Hutchinson also did us a big favour by tracking down our "C" rations that the Americans planned to 

airdrop and taking them off the truck before they were loaded on the plane. The Seaforth weren't so lucky. The Americans 

missed the drop zone and it wasn't until after dark that the Seaforth were able to recover the cylinders and have lunch.  

 Early that night we were asked for volunteers to reinforce a 3-man Seaforth recce patrol and turn it into a 

fighting patrol. So about a dozen of us volunteered and we formed into two sections. We were given blank ammo and 

pyrotechnics. I got a thunderflash and others got artillery simulators and para flares. So led by the Seaforth we moved 

out. In the dark we skirted the forest along the edge of the runway and headed for the American camp. It was easy to 

spot. The American had lit numerous campfires. But it was slow going. We continuously stopped and went to ground. 

The Seaforth were concerned that we might bump into American patrols or sentries and were being cautious. Eventually, 

after what seemed like hours, we reached the camp.  

 The two sections split apart. One section attacked from one side and one the other, catching the camp in a 

crossfire. I got caught up in thick bush and never got a chance to fire or even throw my thunderflash. Some of the other 

guys were luckier. A few even walked up to the campfires where the Americans were standing before they opened fire. 

One of the guys later told me he threw a thunderflash into a campfire and an American said "What's that?" just before it 

exploded. I also remember seeing a paraflare go through the camp - horizontally, whether by accident or design I don't 

know. We then got the withdrawal order and pulled back. The Americans never returned fire or even launched a 

paraflare. At the RV point we checked that everyone had made it back and did our ammo counts "40 rounds and a 

thunderflash Corporal" etc. As we sat in the dark we heard ambulances in the distance. I was never sure but always 

wondered if they were headed for the American camp, which would explain why we were never followed.  

 We then walked back to the airbase, had another short uncomfortable sleep and in the morning loaded up our 

trucks to go home. We never got invited back. - LCol V.A. Larocque (then a sapper)    

 

Unit’s Weapons Stolen Fall 1970 

Just before the declaration of the War Measures Act in October 1970 the 6th was one of a number of 

CF units to lose some or all of their weapons to theft. Which was one reason why the Prime Minister and his 

advisors felt that an insurgent force was arming itself. To prevent this potentially well-armed force from 

going into action and Quebec descending into Canada’s version of Northern Ireland the Prime Minister 

declared the War Measures Act. Although highly controversial it appeared to have successfully prevented an 

urban guerrilla war. But that was a month or so in the future.  

The basement of the Armoury as it was in 1970 prior to it being completely gutted and renovated 



 The thief or thieves broke into the building through the coal chute and went through the coal bunker 

and boiler room. They then used a crow bar to break into the stores and there they got a wrecking bar and 

bolt cutters with which they attacked the doors for the weapons and ammunition lockers. At that time there 

were no burglar alarms on the lockers. Once in they removed the brand new 9mm Sterling sub-machine guns 

and the breechblocks for the FN assault rifles. 

The theft occurred on the weekend and was not discovered until Monday morning. The military 

police and RCMP showed up and the remaining FN rifles (sans breechblocks) and pistols were taken to 

Jericho. Since none of the BC armouries had burglar alarms all their weapons went to Jericho and were stored 

under the control of armed military police guards.  There was one tiny article in the back of the Vancouver 

Sun about the theft.  

DND then reinforced all the militia's weapons vaults and installed burglar alarm systems. This took 

months. If during that time a Vancouver area unit needed weapons for training, parades or exercises a team 

drove to Jericho to draw them. They reported to the military police, drew the weapons (including loaded sub-

machine guns or pistols for the drivers and co-drivers) and drove back to their Armoury, which for 6 Field 

meant going through downtown Vancouver. Once the unit finished with the weapons they returned them. 

This meant the weapon escort didn’t get back until after midnight. It could be a long day.   

There was a lot of speculation in the messes about who the thieves were. It appeared to be someone 

familiar with the building but not a unit member. The thief or thieves knew about a weak spot in the building 

perimeter and that the tools they needed were in unit stores. However if they had been a unit member they 

would have taken the SMG cleaning kits as that was where the cocking handles were kept. They also took 

the FN breechblocks but not the FNs. And they didn’t take the pistols. This pointed to it being a professional 

job, as the breechblocks were probably needed to complete weapons taken in another break-in. So both the 

Front de Liberation du Quebec and the Irish Republican Army were prime suspects. Once security had been 

ungraded the weapons returned and things went back to normal.  

 

Germany in the 1970s 

 Throughout the 1970s and 1980s a small but steady 

stream of unit personnel attended NATO fall exercises in Lahr 

Germany. Most found themselves in 4 CER, for a month or two, 

where they brought the unit up to its wartime strength for the fall 

exercises. Others found themselves as part of the Umpire or 

support staff.  

 
 

     

 

           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

In a tent in Germany in 1971 Top row Cpl 

Phil Brewer, Cpl Brewster (4 CER),  

Bottom row Cpls Greg Beauchamp, Brian 
Pennie and “TK” Stewart (Brewer)  

 

Left to Right  Ex Pegasus Germany River 
Recce on Donau in 1971 (Brewer)  

Gaby Herman & Cpl James McBride on 

leave in Germany in 1974 (Fearnley) 

 

Below - left to Right 4 CER Engineer APC on 

Reforger in 1973. Cpl Fearnley in Lahr in 1974 
(Fearnley), On Ex in Germany in 1971 (Brewer) 



Winter Warfare Exercises Feb 1972 and Feb 1973 Edmonton Alberta 

 In the early 70s the unit decided to conduct its weekend winter training in the Edmonton area in 

February. The exercises followed a fairly standard routine. The unit drove to the Canadian Forces Air 

Movements Unit at the Vancouver International Airport on Friday evening where everyone boarded a C130 

Hercules for the flight to Edmonton. They arrived late and they spent the night at the 8 FER armoury in 

Edmonton. In the morning the unit was taken in Service Battalion trucks to the training area. The rest of the 

day was spent moving cross country and setting up and taking down tents. Night was spent in tents in the 

field with temperatures dropping down to -20C and -40C. The next day the unit moved cross country to 

rendezvous with the Service Battalion and were taken back to the 8 FER armoury where they cleaned 

weapons and stores before boarding the C130 for the long flight home.   

 

Redmond Washington 409th/6th Bailey Bridge Build 22-23 April 1972 

 In May 1972 a weekend bridging exercises was carried out with 409 PB Coy, in Redmond 

Washington. The 6th drove down on the Friday night and met the 409th who were already setting up. The 

6th took over one side of the 150 ft long Normal Width Bailey Bridge (NWBB) and the 409th the other. 

Crossing a stream.  Pulling a tent toboggan, Spr Kerry McCranor getting over a fence, Spr Mark Davidson having a rest 

Left to Right. Sqn HQ setting up its tent. Capt THM (Jerry) Silva, Maj Hugh Hutchinson, Capt Leggat and SSM Jim Stewart at 

the RV point at end ex. Cleaning stores and weapons in the 8 FER armoury prior to flying home. (Larocque) 

Top Left - Americans on the left. 

Canadians on the right. (Larocque) 
 

Top Right - 150 ft Bailey Bridge with 

Crane (Croucher) 
 

Bottom Left - 409th Dump Trucks with 

bailey transom trailers (Larocque) 
 

Bottom Right Aerial view of the bridge 

site from an American Huey  helicopter 
(Larocque) 



Waincons (Wainwright Concentrations) in the early 1970s 

 In 1972 and 1973 rather than go to CFB Chilliwack it was decided to send the militia engineers to 

CFB Wainwright in Alberta for a week of field training. At least it was a change from Chilliwack.  

 

Freedom of the City of North Vancouver 23 September 1972 

In 1972 the City of North Vancouver honoured 6 FES with the Freedom of the City at a parade at 

the City Hall at 4th Street and Chesterfield Avenue. Amongst the attendees was Maj Gen Melville who had 

served as a Lieutenant with the unit in WWI and an Engineer Brigadier General in WWII. After the ceremony 

the unit marched back to the Armoury with bands playing and bayonets 

fixed. After the unit dismissa; at the armoury the scroll escort had to take 

the scroll from Lt Fisher's 

hands. Then straighten out his 

arms as they had seized up.  

 

  

Wainwright 1972 Left to right - Air Portable Raft, Spr Bob Irvine and Cpl TK Stewart and loading up into a three quad  (Larocque) 

Wainwright 1973 Left to Right Joint 6 FES/44FES minefield laying exercise (DND) 

Top to Bottom.  The unit parading in front of city hall. 
The City Clerk reading the proclamation. The unit marching back to 

the Armoury with Sgts Pennie and Dyke  escorting Lt Fisher who is 

carrying the scroll.  (Croucher) 



First Medium Girder Bridge (MGB) Build by 6 Field February 1973 

 In 1973 the Canadian Military Engineers accepted delivery of the new Medium Girder Bridge from 

Great Britain. The first set went to the Canadian Forces School of Military Engineering at CFB Chilliwack. 

Hearing of its arrival the unit contacted the school and shortly after became the first militia engineer unit to 

build the new bridge. Along with the ACROW, the MGB would eventually replace the Korean War vintage 

Bailey in the Canadian inventory.   

 

6 Fd Engr Sqn CME & 286th Engr Coy USAR Builds in North Vancouver 3-4 March 1973 

 A few weeks after their first build, 45 soldiers from the US army’s 286th Engineer Company held a 

joint bridging exercise with the 6th in North Vancouver. The 6th with soldiers from the 286th built and 

dismantled a Double Storey Class 60 Medium Girder Bridge over 

Mosquito Creek in North Vancouver. Meanwhile the 286th, with 

members of the 6th attached built and operated an American T5 raft 

on the North Vancouver waterfront.   

   
 

 

 

 

 

Nelson Island Wharf Demolition Fall 1974 

 On a weekend in the fall of 1974 the 6th boarded a naval reserve Yacht Ferry Personnel (YFP) for 

a trip to Nelson Island. Following behind them was a small YMU carrying explosives. 

 Arriving at Nelson Island the unit went ashore in assault boats, set up a small tented base camp and 

then conducted basic explosives training for all personnel, including the non-engineers. Once everyone had 

made up and fired a basic charge work started. The project was to demolish an old wooden wharf, which was 

rotting and no longer safe. Due to the size of the logs multiple boreholes had to be power drilled into each 

log and then the explosives loaded by hand, with the non-engineers helping the engineers with the loading 

Clockwise from far left  

- Capt Silva, WO Weikenkamp & Lt 

Fisher with SS MGB roller  
- SS MGB prior to nose removal 

and decking  

- Beginning of DS MGB build.  
- Part way through the DS MGB 

build  

- Completed DS MGB.  

(Larocque)  

Counterclockwise from top left - 286th launching a T5 ferry pontoon, 6th & 286th hand booming the MGB, 

MGB across Mosquito Creek and a Deuce crossing the MGB (DND) 



and tamping of the charges.  Over the next two days a series of blasts were conducted. These gradually 

reduced the wharf to manageable pieces which could then be pulled out by log salvage boats.  

   

 

United Nations Emergency Force Middle East 1975 and 1976 

 During the mid 1970s, as part of a program to have at least 80 reservists on every UN Middle East 

rotation, a number of the unit's NCOs served with the United Nations Emergency Force Middle East after the 

1973 Yom Kippur War. All were volunteers. As all the available positions were hard private/corporal 

positions some even took temporary demotions in order to serve with the UN. 

 Amongst the unit members that served were Cpl Phil Brewer (supply technician in a UN ration 

depot in Cairo), Cpl Ian Macarthur (UN regimental police in Ismailia), Cpl Steve Campbell (field engineer 

in the Sinai), Cpl Tim Davison (driver on the Golan Heights) and Cpl Simon Danby.  

 Most of the tours consisted of a short period of pre-deployment training in Canada, usually a month, 

followed by a 6-month tour. As the Syrian, Egyptian and Israelis armies had withdrawn to their respective 

positions things were fairly quiet. The biggest problems being the minefields, trigger happy border guards, 

scorpions, snakes, local drivers and terrible roads.   
 

Left to Right- YFP used for transporting personnel, YMU used for carrying explosives, Assault boat with Cpl Tim Davison 

(bow), Cpl Mark Davidson (side) and Cpl Julian Syme (motor) (Larocque) 

Left to Right - Unidentified female driver and Pte Maria Romanelli with detonating cord and safety fuse just prior to making up and firing 
their first explosive charges. Cpl Dan Willets and an unidentified female assistant loading explosives into a borehole. Demolition teams 

working on preparing additional charges after the first blast partially destroyed the wharf. (Larocque) 



      

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

  

L to R Cpl Ian Macarthur (Macarthur), Cpl Phil Brewer with two Ghanian soldiers and  Cpl Steve Campbell in Ismalia (Brewer) 

Above Right - Battle damage in Port Said Egypt ( Macarthur)  Above Left  - As published in the Reservist May 1977   

Left to Right - UN vehicles in Egypt (Macarthur).  UN base in Ismalia Egypt (Brewer) 



A Bad Week for Trucks and Cpl Fearnley 30 May to 7 June 1975 

 Driver training was always rough on unit vehicles. But one week stood out. It started with a convoy 

on the Hope-Princeton. At 2345 hrs Spr Frank Pasko, the student driver, lost control of a 1-Ton 4x4 going 

into a curve on the Hope-Princeton 18 miles east of Hope. He rolled the truck one and half times and it ended 

upside down on the side of the road. Frank had a crushed vertebra in his neck. The instructor Cpl John Fernley 

got away with cuts and bruises. The truck was a write off.  

 The next weekend there was a second convoy. Cpl John Fernley was again teaching. This time he 

was in a 2 1/2 ton cargo with a trailer following the 2 1/2 ton dump on a dusty gravel road near Pemberton. 

The lead jeep missed a turn and stopped. The 2 1/2 ton dump stopped behind him in a cloud of dust. Fernley's 

truck entered the dust and Spr Mark Kohlaus, the student driver, braked too late, sideswiped the Dump and 

ripped off the Cargo's passenger door and exhaust stack. Spr Dan Henderson who was on the Cargo's 

passenger's side had a cut ear and arm. Spr Henry Norrberg, who was in the Dump, had a cut to the head. 
 

After Cpl Clouda finished bandaging everybody up they inspected the damage and it was decided 

the Cargo could be driven back to North Vancouver, minus the door. So Cpls Fernley and Larocque were 

given the job. Because the broken exhaust was discharging into the cab they drove back with all the windows 

open. They also took turns driving and holding the transmission in gear, because the transmission kept 

dropping into neutral. The truck was written off. The frame had been bent in the accident.  
 

Grantham Street Bridge 29-30 November  1975 

 In the summer of 1975 the District of North Vancouver asked 

the unit to replace the Grantham Street Bridge over the Seymour River 

(which carried an average of 5,000 vehicles a day), as the existing 65-

year old bridge was no longer safe for traffic. The plan was to put in a 

one-lane Bailey bridge and traffic it for a few years while funding was 

arranged for a permanent structure. After the District had obtained an old 

Bailey bridge and received union approval, the unit did the necessary 

reconnaissance and design. 

  0900 hrs on 29 November construction started on a 140 foot 

cord-reinforced triple-single Class 50 Bailey. At 0100 hrs on the morning 

of 30 November 1975 the squadron drove its vehicles over the bridge and 

the bridge was officially opened for traffic. The build had taken 16 hours. 

 
Top - Grantham Street Bridge under construction Nov 1975 (6 FESMA)  

Right - The Grantham Street Bridge in March 1976 (Croucher) 

  

1 ton 4x4 rolled on the Hope Princeton    Spr Frank Pasko with neck brace   Missing passenger door on 2 1/2 Ton Cpl John Fearnley 
(Larocque) 



Milcons in Fort Lewis Washington 1975 to 1983 

 As it was the largest military base within a day drive of Vancouver the US's Fort Lewis, just south 

of Seattle Washington, was heavily used by Militia Area Pacific for the Spring Gun Camps, which were 

usually only attended by the infantry, recce and artillery and the summer Milcons (attended by most, if not 

all of the units in the Area). The concentrations were sometimes held at the beginning of the summer and 

sometimes at the end of the summer, after most of the military schools had closed and before the civilian 

school and universities had reopened.  

 

 They followed a relatively standard format. The week before the exercise each the militia unit in the 

area sent small advance parties to Fort Lewis where they signed for buildings and equipment and toured the 

training areas. On the weekend the main parties moved by convoy over the border and met up with their 

advance parties. Up to 1500 soldiers and over 200 vehicles would be involved in the main move from BC.   

 Once there the individual units combined to form composite units. The Artillery would form a 

composite artillery regiment, the infantry a composite infantry battalion and 6 FES and 44 FES would 

combine to form an engineer squadron. 

 Most years the units lived in two storey WWII era wooden barracks in North Camp. Breakfast and 

dinner were usually eaten in the one-storey dining halls at the end of each block with outlying buildings used 

for offices and storerooms. At night the dining halls were converted into wet messes where alcohol was 

served. 

 The engineers would then spend the first few days building bridges and doing blasting. At the end 

of the week there would normally be a 36-hour exercise involving most of the brigade with the engineers 

putting in field defenses for the defending forces and removing them for the attackers. After the "End Ex" 

message arrived there would be a Squadron Smoker (barbecue with beer). The next day the unit cleaned up 

their buildings, handed them back to the Americans and crossed back over the border arriving back at the 

unit's armoury on a Sunday afternoon. Vehicles were unloaded and weapons returned. Then everyone went 

home.  Small work parties were in for the next week or so cleaning and returning stores and vehicles. 

 Milcon ̀ 83 was a bit different. 6 FES asked to live “in the field”.  This was approved on the condition 

the unit moved every 24 hours - which it did.  It provided excellent training in conducting  "Harbour recces” 

and Squadron moves.  And it made leaving the camp a lot easier as there were no buildings to clean and 

return.  

       

Haney Bridge September 1976 

 In the fall the unit got approval to construct a small timber bridge on private land in Haney. It was 

built over a couple of weekends. Two high points were watching Capt Swingle get hit by a derrick when it 

fell over and arriving at a Macdonalds restaurant to pick up lunch for the work party and being told "Oh when 

someone phoned in the order and said it was for the Army we thought it was a joke. Nothings ready." 

 

Left to Right - Cpl Mike Sankey firing US M16 (Brewer). Assault Boat Training in Ft Lewis (Larocque) and Canadians loading 

aboard an American Chinook for a familiarization flight (Larocque) 

Left to Right – ¾ ton with Air Portable Bridge trailer, M60 Bridgelayer stuck, LFR on American lake and unit vehicles (Larocque) 



Snoqualomie River Suspension Bridge May 1976 

 One weekend in May 1976 the unit joined the 409 (PB) Coy, to complete their 300 foot suspension 

bridge over the Snoqualomie River at Carnation WA. The 409th had previously been on site and prepared the 

site and towers. The bridge consisted of two 50 foot tall towers, two 100 foot approach spans and three inch 

steel cables. The bridge was constructed to provide access to a boy scout camp.  

             

First Unit Exchange with the Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineers June 1977 

 In June 1977 thirteen members of the 6th departed for a months exchange exercise with the 

R-Mon-RE (M).  This involved two weeks training in Wales, one week in London for the celebration of the 

Regiments 400th Anniversary, and seven days leave before returning to Canada.  Maj. Jerry Silva, Maj. Hugh 

Hutchinson and Lt. Col. Bill Dow participated in the anniversary celebrations which were organized by 

R-Mon-RE (M) CO Lt. Col. Alex Carter, Hon. Col. Ted Smeeden, and General Sir Charles Richardson GCB, 

CBE, DSO, Chief Royal Engineer. One of the participants was newly-enrolled Sapper Julian Syme (SSM 

1999 To 2002). Others included Spr Geoff Dyer (CO 1994 to 1998), Cpl Nick Philips, Cpl Simon Danby and 

Cpl Greg Beauchanp (Later a WO).  

            

Snolqualomie Suspension Bridge during various stages of construction 

Royal Monmouthshire Royal Engineer compound, river crossing and Sprs Visentin and Philip (Macarthur) 



Ex Pont Preface Non Equipment Bridge on Skwah Indian Reservation 6-9 October 1978   

 During the Fall of 1978 6 FES won another 

Hertzberg award, for the re-building of a timber 

bridge across a small arm of the Fraser River in 

Chilliwack.  Working continuously around the clock 

the old bridge was dismantled down to the pile caps 

and rebuilt. Because Major “Scotty” Wild had just 

taken over the unit and wasn't familiar with the 

project Lt. Col. Jerry Silva came back from Pacific 

Militia Area HQ to supervise the project.  

 

 

 

 

 

Ex Steel Nerve at the Squamish Outdoor School 3-5 October 1980  

 In 1980 bridging exercises were carried out with the 409th including building an 82 foot suspension 

foot bridge at the North Shore Outdoor School, at the Cheakamus River, near Squamish. Again the unit won 

the Hertzberg Trophy for the most outstanding national engineer task during the year. 

    

Ex Nova Starr II Port Hardy Airport Bridge 15-17 April 1981 

 On 16 April 1981, the unit built a 70 foot single-single Acrow panel bridge for the Department of 

Transport at the Port Hardy Airport. The bridge was needed so as emergency vehicles could cross the Koegh 

River in the event of an aircraft crash at the east end of the runway.  The previous timber bridge having been 

washed out during a storm.  

 On 12 Feb 1981 Capt W.A.S. (Bill) White with a small recce party did the site recce and later the 

report and plan. Capt White later commanded the project with Sgt D.I. (Ian) Macarthur in command of the 

22 man bridge construction party. 

 The advance party under Sgt Greg Beauchamp picked up the EWBB nose for the Acrow bridge at 

CFB Chilliwack on Weds 15 April and brought it to the Armoury. Early the next morning the advance party 

with all the vehicles moved by road and ferry to Port Hardy. That evening the main party boarded a bus and 

arrived at the tent camp near the site around 0200 hrs on the 17th. Reveille was at 0900 hrs and by 1000 hrs 

work had started. The Department of Transport having already delivered the Acrow to the site.  

Left to Right - The gap with work party on far bank preparing the construction site. The nose being boomed over and the landing bay 
roller elevations being checked. Bridge prior to being jacked down. (6FESMA)  

LCol THM (Jerry) Silva and the NSB on 

the Skwah Indian Reserve (6 FESMA) 

Left to Right. Capt Bill White, MCpl Ron Snelgrove and Cpl Craig Mcleod, Digging in the cable anchors, Spr Chin and the 

Americans pulling the cables over and the nearly finished bridge being decked. 



 Unlike a Bailey bridge which has transom clamps and panel pins to hold it together and are fast to 

use, the Acrow has hundreds of nuts and bolts, all of which have to be tightened by hand. So where it would 

have taken 5 hours to build a bailey it took 14 hours to finish the Acrow. The bridge opened for traffic on 

Saturday 18 April at 1520 hrs. The main party spent the night on site leaving the next morning in the bus for 

home while the rear party traveled in convoy back to Nanaimo, by ferry to Horseshoe bay and then back to 

the drill hall. On the 21st they returned the EWBB nose to CFB Chilliwack.   

  

Boundary Bay April 1982 

 The highlight of the year was the demolition of an aboveground concrete ammunition storage bunker 

at the Boundary Bay Airport in Delta BC. In 1941 the Boundary Bay Airbase was opened and throughout 

WW2 the airport was used by the RCAF and the ammunition bunker had stored aerial bombs and 

ammunition. It was deactivated in 1946, The site was later reactivated by the military for  communication and 

signals intelligence – but finally closed again in 1971. From then until 1983 it was used for social/sports 

activities by the Delta community..   

      With the proposed re-activation of the airport for civilian use, the 6th was tasked to remove the 

bunker. Several recces were carried out and the plan was to demolish the bunker over two weekends. 

     

On the Easter weekend of 10 - 11 April the initial demolition charges were placed. Saturday the 

weather was clear with not a cloud in the sky. The initial blasts destroyed the roof and door. The final blast 

to destroy the walls were set for 10:00 hours on Sunday. The next day was overcast with solid cloud cover. 

 The shock wave from the blast reflected off the cloud cover and was heard  as far away as North 

Vancouver. It broke windows up to two miles away. This created a deluge of telephone calls to the Delta 

Police Department and local radio stations. A second blast set for 1500 hours was cancelled by Area 

Headquarters due to the complaints. As the unit was breaking down their tented camp a car with "Vancouver 

Province" printed on the door arrived on site. As the CO, Major Swingle, had already left it was up to Capt 

Jim Stewart and Lt Vince Larocque to politely field the media’s questions. Their only previous training 

consisting of being told “Don’t say nothing.” However they obviously did well as the unit drew extensive 

newspaper coverage in the Monday editions, none of it critical. 

The postponed completion of the demolition project was then set for the following Sunday, with 

newspaper, radio and television reporters on site shepherded by a DND Public Affairs team. However, it was 

another clear day and while the demolition was a great success, there was no widespread "boom". The media 

got some great pictures of the bunker going up. On Monday, there was a front page picture of the explosion 

in the Vancouver Sun; with the headline "BRITAIN INVADES FALKLANDS", and under the picture, in 

small print, "Six Field Engineer Squadron destroys Boundary Bay bunker". Over the next few weekends, 

heavy equipment cleared and leveled the site.  

 

Left to Right - One of the ammunition bunkers prior to the first blast. Drilling boreholes in the wall. Checking individual charges 

prior to connecting the ring main.(DND) 

Left to Right – A bunker after the first blasts had removed the roof. Cpl Nick Philip and 5 ton dump. Inside a bunker (Kishi) 



The 1982-1983 Training Year 

The training year followed a standard template typical of the 1970s and 1980s. It started in the fall 

with basic soldier and engineer skills. This continued until the spring when section and troop work was done. 

It ended with a summer Milcon when the 6th would often join with the 44th to form a composite engineer 

squadron. Of course this was in theory. The reality was sometimes different. During the year there were 

occasional engineering projects and were done as they came up which disrupted the routine.  

1982-1983 Training Year 

Year Exercise Name Dates Location  

No of 

pers Exercise Details 

1982 Ex Sod Pillow 
24-26 
Sep Chilliwack 43 

Tactical Ex with 409th Engr Coy USAR , Seaforth 
Highlanders, US Marines & 415 Infantry Regt USAR.  

  Ex Pepperpot I 

15-17 

Oct Chilliwack 41 Range Exercise FNC1 Qualification 

  
Ex Quick 
Quack 

19-21 
Nov 

Chilliwack & 
Pemberton 40 Driver Training - Convoy move to Pemberton area 

  

Ex Parry 

Riposte 

17-18 

Dec 

North Van  

Armoury  36 Defence of armoury followed by Christmas Dinner 

1983 Ex Pepperpot II 

14-16 

Jan Chilliwack 42 Range Exercise FNC1 Qualification 

  Ex Steel Sword 4-6 Feb Squamish 28 Winter warfare exercise at the Squamish Outdoor School.  

  Ex Short Span 
25-27 
Feb Maple Ridge 51 Built a 70 ft Acrow bridge to replace a condemned bridge 

  
Ex Robust 
Sapper 

10-16 
Mar 

Harrison Lake & 
Lillooet 53 

Part of annual 1 CER  Valley Run Bridge Gallop. 

Built a 110' TS EWBB and dismantled a DS MGB Span 
Junction 

  Ex Soft Quake 

22-24 

Apr Chilliwack 46 

Range Exercise - Fired 84 MM Carl Gustav, M72, 

GPMG, FN C2 & Pistol 

  
Ex Neptune 
Punch 

13-15 
May Chilliwack 30 

Tactical exercise involving section tactics, watermanship, 
mine warfare and battle procedure 

  

Ex Olympic 

Quest 

24-26 

June Near Hope BC 41 

Dismantled a 60' Acrow, moved it to a new site and 

reassembled it  

Unit stood down for summer while many of the unit members either worked as staff at military schools and/or attended courses. 

  Milcon 83 

20-28 

Aug 

Chilliwack & Fort 

Lewis 49 

1st half of week in Chilliwack at CFSME then 2nd half of 

week in Ft Lewis on Brigade Exercise.  

 

Valley Run  

 As a result of the extensive experience the unit had achieved in bridge building it was invited to 

participate with 1 Combat Engineer Regiment - the regular force unit located at Chilliwack - on their Valley 

Run Bridging Exercise from 10 -16 March 1983. This involved moving the entire regiment and 6 FES from 

Pemberton BC, to Chilliwack, via the Harrison River, over rivers and creeks and across Harrison Lake itself. 

The exercise required extensive bridging and rafting - in many instances once the personnel and vehicles had 

crossed a particular river, the bridge had to be disassembled to be used on another crossing further along the 

route. 

 In addition to Maj. "Doc” Swingle, some of the officers involved were Capts. Bill White, Jim Happer 

and Jim Stewart with Lts. Geoff Dyer, Vince Larocque, and Roli Krueger.  The SSM was MWO Greg Friskie, 

who had been appointed in 1982. 

  



Milcon 84 in the Chilcotin 

 In March 1984.  R-Mon-RE (M) CO Lt. Col. Rupert Smales spent a week in the Vancouver area 

arranging for a party of 35 Regimental personnel to participate in Milcon `84 held in the Chilcotin Training 

Area. His visit also included a three day recce of the slopes of Whistler. To formally meet Lt. Col. Smales at 

McChord Airfield, north of Fort Lewis where the British Army was carrying on training, the unit arranged 

for a staff car to be driven by Sgt. Roger Kishi. Both the sergeant and Lt. Col. Bill Dow were dressed in their 

best CF Green uniforms, with medals, white gloves, etc., to meet the airplane as it landed.  The first person 

off the ramp was Rupert Smales wearing a bright red parka with skis over his shoulder.  We knew right away 

his top priority for the visit!  

 Milcon `84 was held in the Chilcotin Area in August 1984 with the R-Mon-RE (M) Troop flying 

via Royal Air Force to Edmonton and busing to the training area - quite a journey after a tiring flight. Maj. 

John Pope was officer commanding, assisted by Lt. John Charles (later major) and a close friend of many of 

the 6 FES officers. R-Mon-RE (M) carried out extensive outdoor training including cutting a major road 

through a forest. This they found exciting and challenging, as in the UK, they are not permitted to cut down 

a tree for environmental reasons. During the exercise R-Mon-RE (M) and 6 FES were visited by North 

Vancouver City Mayor Jack Loucks who found the exercise area, and training, to be interesting and 

educational. 

 

The 125th Anniversary of the Arrival of  Royal Engineers in New Westminster 

 After completing their construction tasks the R-Mon-RE (M) traveled to North Vancouver (again 

via `bus) where they were accommodated in the Armoury. At this time New Westminster Mayor Tom Baker 

had been arranging celebrations for the 125th Anniversary of the Royal Engineers arrival in BC, under 

command of Col. John Clement Moody.  

 

When mayor Baker heard about the presence of the R-Mon-RE (M) in North Vancouver he 

requested and arranged that the R-Mon-RE (M) be transported up the Fraser River in the Samson V, a paddle 

wheel steamer; to land at the exact spot the RE's landed in 1862.  The R-Mon-RE (M) detachment was  met 

by Mayor and Council and other dignitaries with the 6th providing a Guard of Honour. The group then moved 

to the nearby "Sappers' Church" for a memorial service. Following the service the R-Mon-RE (M) and 6 FES 

marched to New Westminster City Hall for speeches and presentations, followed by a reception at the Royal 

Westminster Armoury. 

 The following day the R-Mon-RE (M) and a section of the 6th visited both the North Vancouver 

City and District Halls where they were addressed by Mayors Jack Loucks and Marilyn Baker respectively. 

 After a tiring visit the R-Mon-RE (M) embarked upon their bus for a long ride to Edmonton for 

onward RAF flight to the UK. Unfortunately Maj. John Pope had considerable difficulty lifting his 

Left to Right RMRE in Chilcotin, Cpls Brewer and Couch working on compressor and with crane, RMRE 

Left to Right – RMRE arriving aboard the Samson V, R-Mon-RE(M) and 6 FES at the new Westminster City Hall and a 
group portrait of the parade contingents 



exceptionally heavy suitcase and it wasn’t until he arrived home that he discovered he had been carrying a 

large piece of BC granite, placed there by a Canadian officer who never publicly identified himself. 

 

Freedom of the District of North Vancouver 24 November 1984.   

 On the afternoon of the 24th the District of North Vancouver awarded the unit the Freedom of the 

District. It was Major "Doc" Swingle's last duty as the old CO.  The parade was held at the District Hall and 

included a march through the District of North Vancouver to receive the Freedom of the District from Mayor 

Marilyn Baker. The Commander Vancouver District HQ, Col. Hugh Hutchinson, with BGen Mike Heppell, 

and Colonel Commandant Malcolm Sutherland Brown - participated in the ceremonies with the Band of the 

Royal Westminster Regiment providing the musical accompaniment.  

 Following the parade the unit returned to the Armoury where the unit held a change of Command 

parade where Maj. WAS (Bill) White took over command from Major Swingle.   

 

Milcon 85 in Wainwright 

 Milcon `85 was held at CFB Wainwright with an airlift provided by the Canadian Air Force. This 

was the first Milcon under the newly formed 11 Training Brigade (which included all units in BC) and the 

training involved a combined operations exercise which provided a realistic test for the engineers. 6 FES and 

44 FES was combined and titled “644 FES” with Maj. Bill White as CO. During this Milcon BGen Mike 

Heppell handed over command of 11 Tng. Bde. to BGen Peter Kilby at a large parade with engineer 

equipment lining the parade square.   

A shortage of vehicles resulted in a dump truck becoming the Engineer Staff Car - and this is what 

was used to pick up Lt. Col. Bill Dow at the Wainwright airstrip upon his arrival by a Hercules aircraft! 

  

Left to Right – Sqn CP under camouflage net. MCpl Ruby Imough. Pte Skapski and Spr Bailey. The wildflowers were collected by the 

sappers and presented to the women in the unit at the end-of-exercise barbecue. Note the beer can used for a flower vase (Larocque) 

Left to Right  Maj Swingle accepting the Freedom of the District from the District Clerk.  Mayor Marilyn Baker inspecting the 

squadron. The squadron in "Column of Route with Maj Swingle followed by Lt Machnewiski, Capt Dyer and SSM Friskie. 

(DND) 

Left to Right – CF Hercules, Sgt Turnbull and Lt Larocque with explosive truck, Militia Backhoes and cratering charge (Larocque) 



Naming the Armoury and Handover of the new Garage 13 September 1986 

 After extensive research and a detailed submission, approval was 

received in 1985 to name the building the "Lt Col J.P. Fell Armoury" after the 

first commanding officer. Lt. Col. Bill Dow and Maj. Bill White then made 

arrangements for Col. Malcolm Sutherland-Brown, Colonel Commandant CME, 

to correspond with HM The Queen, as Colonel in Chief of the CME, and invite 

her to attend the official renaming of the North Vancouver Armoury as she was 

expected to visit Vancouver in 1986 for the opening of Expo `86. Although HM 

was not able to attend (as she did not launch Expo '86) plans proceeded apace to 

rename the building in September 1986. 

The unit found LCol J.P. Fell's son, Michael, a university professor, in 

Reykjavik, Iceland where he was temporarily teaching. Michael agreed to 13 

September 1986, and arrived with his wife, Daphne. 

 

The best price for the large "Lt Col J.P. Fell Armoury" bronze letters for the front of the Armoury was 

obtained from a foundry in Spokane Washington, USA. However, when the letters arrived there was a "U" 

missing. The Americans had spelt Armoury the American way, without the "U".  The missing "U" arrived a 

few hours before the event and was quickly mounted. 

 On the day, the unit paraded on the street outside the Armoury, with the 15 Field Artillery Band, 

under Director of Music, Capt. Richard Van Slyke, leading the parade and providing the musical background  

with a sizeable crowd in attendance. The only glitch occurred when the curtain over the sign hung up. 

Otherwise it all went very smoothly.  

 In 1985 approval was obtained for the construction of a three-bay garage to the rear of the Armoury. 

This was competed in August 1986 and a formal handover of the facility was performed on the same day 

right after the naming of the Armoury.  

Top left – The building name over the front door before the arrival of the “U”.  Left to Right Signed programme. Squadron and 

cadets on parade. The curtain caught up during the unveiling   



 

 

 

 

Westminster Regiment and Seaforth Highlanders Rappel Towers 1986 and 1987 

In 1986 the unit built the first of two rappelling towers for the infantry units in the Greater Vancouver 

area. The first was at the Westminster Regiment armoury in New Westminster. Then in June and August of 

1987 the 6th spent a couple of weekends building a full-size 32 ft high rappelling tower on land adjacent to 

the Seaforth Armoury to enable members of Lower mainland militia units to learn to repel.   

. 

Exercise Nifty Shack 15-16 November 1987 

 In November 1987 the unit conducted a small exercise in the Chilliwack area. Most of the 

exercise consisted of moving two small log cabins constructed by the Royal Engineers in 1862 from the O.B. 

(Bud) Evans property on Atchelitz Road in Chilliwack to the Canadian Military Engineer Museum at CFB 

Chilliwack. The cabins were dismantled, each log was numbered and then it was reassembled at the museum. 

  

Seaforth Armoury Rappel Tower and the 6 Field construction crew 



 . 
The Cabin had been used by the Royal Engineers, under Col. John Clement Moody, over the years 

1860 to 1862, while surveying and cutting the line at the 49th parallel (the line that marks the border between 

Canada and the USA). While only 15 x 20 feet in size, the cabin housed up to twelve personnel through two 

winters. 

   

Death on the Slesse Range 20 June 1988 

 Training for war is a dangerous business. Every year soldiers, sailors and airmen die during training.  

And one of the deadliest accidents in the history of the engineers occurred in June 1988 during a Lieutenant 

qualifying course at CFSME. It was a mixed regular/reserve male/female course with 29 students, 7 

instructors and 5 support staff. As the students were loading the explosive into a camoflet tube it prematurely 

detonated killing six students and wounding three more. Although none of the killed or wounded were from 

the 6th the closest student to the blast to survive was OCdt Andrew Adler of 6 FES.  

 To crater a road or runway a metal camoflet tube is first driven into the ground, a small explosive 

charge is dropped down the tube and the tube then partially raised up. The small charge is then detonated. 

Thus creates a cave. The sappers then drop explosives down the tube and fill up the cave with explosives. If 

the explosives get stuck during the loading a non-sparking rod is used to push the explosives into the cave.  

That day they were using a mix of C4 military and Forcite, a civilian explosive. It is believed that some of 

the liquid explosive in the Forcite leaked out and coated the wall of the tube. It is also thought the tube was 

dirty and some gravel sparked when the students tamped on a blockage. This detonated the explosives.  

 

1989 

 On February 19th one officer, three senior NCOs and 13 NCMs provided support for Rotary Club’s 

first annual Rotary Duck Race on the Capilano River. They provided the communication system and installed 

the boom at the mouth of the river to catch the ducks. 30,000 numbered rubber yellow ducks were released 

into the Capilano River. The owner of the first duck in the “yellow tide” to reach the mouth won a trip to 

Europe. All the profits went to charity.  

       

06 April 1989 saw the formation of 3 Troop 6 FES at CFB Chilliwack as a result of potential 

Chilliwack area recruits enquiring about enrolling in 6 FES. On the first night the troop paraded 6 people. By 

the end of the year it was up to 16. This became one of the “movingest” sub-units of the Canadian Forces. 

They initially started off in the Reserve Engineer Training Squadron building, then moved to a 

communication building when CFB Chilliwack closed in the 90s. They then moved into a trailer complex in 

the old base transport compound. There they became 54 Engineer Squadron when the 39th Combat Engineer 

Regiment was formed and finally moved into old 1 CER complex in the early 2010s.  

Starting on May 27th Hon Lt Col Bill Dow, Capt Mike Wood and Capt Jim Happer visited the Royal 

Monmouthshire Royal Engineers (Militia). It was the occasion of the unit’s 350 th birthday and the opening 

of the regimental museum. The opening was to be done by the Duke of Gloucester. Shortly before the 

ceremony it was realized that museum hadn’t been cleaned so Capts Happer and Wood did the final cleanup 

Left to right – The original stone chimney, the cabin partially reassembled at the CME Museum 

Left to Right - Laying out the boom, the crowd, the yellow tide and a dump full of ducks. 



for the ceremony. The Duke was late. He was on the Irish Republican Army’s hit list. So he purposely arrived 

late and walked briskly from the car to the building with his bodyguards by his side. 

 

 In June, Lts. John Maxon and Gordon Harvey departed for CFB St Jean, Quebec, for physical 

conditioning and other training prior to participating in an athletic competition staged by the International 

Association of Reserve Armies in Germany, in August. After the competition Lt Harvey returned home while 

Lt. Maxon spent the following months participating on exercises with 4 CER in Germany. 

 In late June the unit started moving vehicles by rail and road to Wainwright with the main body of 

the unit following by air on June 30th. It was the occasion of the last Milcon. In Wainwright the 6th’s 4 officers, 

7 senior NCOs and 37 NCMs joined with the other three reserve engineer units in Western Canada to form a 

Composite Engineer Squadron with 151 all ranks. There they conducted defensive operations, laying 

minefields, doing systematic route denial and setting up reserve demolitions.    

 Exercise Quarrel Jump was a new bridging training activity held at CFB Chilliwack from 27 - 31 

December for all the reserve engineer units in western Canada - plus the occasional participation of units 

from the remainder of Canada. At the first such event three of the 6th’s officers and 14 NCMs were in 

attendance. (Exercise Quarrel Jump continued as an annual event up to and including 2010). 

 

Social Functions and the Messes 

Up until the mid 90s the unit had three messes. These were the Junior Ranks club (on the main floor 

near the Orderly Room), the Warrant Officers and Sergeants Mess (at the east end of the top floor) and the 

Officers Mess (at the west end of the top floor). It was where people went to unwind after a days work. 

However it was also said that more constructive work was accomplished over a beer in the messes  then was 

sometimes accomplished in the day. Each mess had its own character. The Junior Ranks was informal, young 

and could at times get kind of wild. The WO and Sgts was more mature and conservative. And some of the 

CFR officers were even heard to remark that although they found the officers mess very gentlemanly and 

civilized it was “kind of boring”.    

 

Fun and Games at the Sappers Dinner 

Tunnel of Love was a great destroyer of couches and uniforms. You first took two couches, removed the 

cushions and then flipped them forward 90 degrees and pushed them together. This formed the tunnel. Two 

teams were then assembled. The teams removed their jackets, boots and ties. Then a half dozen burly 

“spectators” spaced themselves on ether side of the tunnel, bent over the tunnel and locked hands. Their job 

was to keep the tunnel from “blowing apart” during the race. The two teams then formed up, one team at 

each end of the tunnel. On the order of “Go” the first member of each team entered the tunnel. The winning 

team being the team that made it through first. There were only two rules “Anything goes in the tunnel” and 

“What happens in the tunnel stays in the tunnel”. 

 

Moriarty was another popular party game. It required 5 people, two blindfolds and two rolled up newspapers.  

They formed up into two two-person teams while the 5th person became the referee. Each team had a 

combatant and a coach. The combatants laid down on their stomachs on the floor, facing each other. The 

blind folds were put on and a rolled up newspaper was placed in their right hand. They then held each other’s 

left hand. The coach positioned him or herself at their combatant’s feet and put one hand around each ankle. 

The referee then tapped the first combatant on the shoulder with the tip of the sword and the first combatant 

asked “Where are you Moriarty?” As his opponent responded “I am here” the first combatant’s coach 

Left to Right – Capt Mike Wood vacuuming the RMRE(M) museum before the ceremony. Capt Jim Happer and Capt Mike Wood 

present an engraved port decanter to Lt Col Noel Mulliner. Capt Wood Lt Col R. J. (John) Pope and Capt Jim Happer. 



maneuvered his or her teammate’s feet in an attempt to indicate where the other combatants head was. The 

first combatant to score a direct hit on his opponents head was the winner. 

 

Pukha Sapper wasn’t so much a game as an initiation rite. The original task was 

to drink a shot of liquor while standing on your head. This eventually evolved, in 

6 Field’s case into hanging by your feet from the chandelier in the second-floor 

officer’s mess. However there were some problems with this. First were the lights 

and light sockets. They kept getting broken. Second was the electrical wiring. It 

too, kept getting broken, and in at least one spectacular incident showered sparks 

onto the participants. Finally wisdom prevailed, the lights and wiring were 

removed and the mounts which attached the chandelier to the ceiling reinforced.  

Now some points to remember when you are hanging upside down from the 

chandelier.  First and foremost, your head is upside down. Put the glass of 

Drambuie (or whatever is your poison) against your upper lip. Second pull your 

head forward until it is almost level. If you don’t, the shot will flow downhill - 

straight into your sinuses.  

 

Mess Functions  

Over the course of a year the three messes held a variety of functions ranging from 

formal mess dinners to casual happy hours and costume parties. Usually there 

were be 2 to 4 formal functions and between 10 and 30 informal functions during 

the year. During some of these, considerable quantities of alcohol flowed and in 

some cases, didn’t stop flowing until dawn. For in the 70s and 80s the general feeling was that since the 

messes were private clubs on federal land they weren’t restricted by the more draconian aspects of the 

provincial Liquor Control Act. 

 

Mess Dinners followed the mess dinner format laid out in the Corps “Red Book”. Mess dinners were usually 

attended by serving and former officers and invited guests (such as mayors, members of parliament and the 

Squadron Sergeant Major). The uniform was mess kit, usually a scarlet jacket and navy blue trousers which 

the officer or NCO had to buy out of his own pocket and wasn’t cheap. Dinner was proceeded by a cocktail 

hour in the WOs and Sergeants Mess and at the appointed time the attendees made their way to their assigned 

seats in the officer’s mess. A seating plan having been previously posted. The last to file in was the head 

table which usually included the guest of honour, the CO, PMC, Hon Lt Col and SSM. There then followed 

a four-course meal consisting of a salad, soup, main course and desert served by waiters and waitresses. All 

washed down with bottomless bottles of wine served by a team of wine stewards. After the meal finished, 

the tables were cleared and port bottles passed from person to person. Toasts were drunk to the Queen, the 

Corps and the Squadron. The head table then left. It was then and only then that people were permitted to get 

up and go to the washroom. Anyone who did so during the meal returned to find their chair had been removed. 

So one learnt early in their military career that it was a good idea to visit the washroom during the cocktail 

hour before dinner.  

 

D-Day Dinners were first organized by the 6 Field Company Veterans Association in the 1950s. They were 

held on the Saturday closest to June the 6th. When the veterans started to fade away the job of organizing and 

running the D-Day Dinner was picked up by the WOs and Sgts Mess.  The function followed the basic format 

Right Lt Gordon Harvey being 
Pukha Sappered while Lts Dyer 

and Maxon watch and Capt 

Happer assists at one of the 
officer’s Pigfests (Happer) 

Left to Right Capt Jim Happer, Lt John Charles (RMonRE) and Lt Roli Krueger. Mess dinner in the officers mess looking towards 
the head table. Three different eras of mess kit worn by Lt Col Bill Dow (prototype CME), Col Hugh Hutchison and Maj Bill 

White (RCE) and Col THM (Jerry) Silva (CF). Members of the Canadian Forces have to buy their own mess kit, it is not supplied 



of a mess dinner and was attended by a large number of serving and former NCOs many unit officers as well 

as members of the 409th (PB) Coy US Army Corps of Engineers. 
  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Valentines Day Dinner and Ladies 

Dinings-In were run in a similar manner to a mess dinner with subtle 

variations. There were flowers on the tables and at the end of the meal there 

was a toast to the ladies and a reciprocal toast by one of the ladies to the 

officers and men. With the appearance of female officers and Senior NCOs 

in the unit the name changed and eventually they became known as Mixed 

Dining-In. 

 

Pig Fests were a very informal officers mess function. Dress was business 

casual. Each unit officer was required to make or provide one item on the 

menu. Washed down with considerable quantities of wine and beer. 

 

      

Military Balls and The WOs and Sgts Balls were the two major social events for the Army in BC in any 

year. They usually coincided with the Brigade’s CO or Sergeant Majors conferences respectively so that key 

attendees from outlying units didn’t have to pay additional travel costs to attend. The tickets alone were 

expensive enough and were not billable to the crown. These were large events with between 200 and 800 

attendees and were held in one of the major hotels in downtown Vancouver. They were much less formal 

than a mess dinner and as such were much more relaxed.  In both cases the units often had their own 

hospitality suites in the hotel to which people could escape to before, during and after the ball. Which often 

meant an extensive round of visiting to determine which suites had the best free booze.   

The 6th often found it was tasked with the job of setting up the decorations (guard houses, regimental 

light boxes and floral displays) for the Military Ball. This had its pluses and minuses. The minuses were the 

Above – Master Sgt Buckner US 

Army and Capt Jim Happer 

6 FES Senior NCOs in the 1980s L to R   

Rear Row - Sgt Julian Syme, Sgt Ian Macarthur, Sgt Doug Turnbull, Sgt 
?, Sgt Roger Kishi, WO Doug Hunt. 

Front Row – Sgt Brian Jarron, Mayor Jack Loucks of the City of North 

Vancouver, MWO Greg Fiskie, Sgt Gary Hampton and Sgt Craig 
Macleod 

Left to Right Carol White, Juliana 

Pasko, Lt Geoff Dyer and “Dolly” 

Gulkinson 

Left to Right -  Mixed Dining In on the occasion of Capt Ray Langes retirement from the regular force. When an event exceeded 
the capacity of the officers mess it was often moved to the parade square. In 1986 a tent was erected on the parade square to 

provide a cosier atmosphere for a mixed dining in. Louise Wood (wife of Capt Wood) and unidentified guest. 



unit officer responsible for the work party had to stay sober and his  team couldn’t strip down the decorations 

until after the ball ended, around 2 AM. The work party then had to drive back to North Vancouver and 

unload before they could go home.  Meanwhile the unit’s duty officer was provided with a room in the hotel 

and after a final inspection of the ballroom and a short meeting with the hotel staff finally made it to bed.  It 

could be a very long night.  

       

 

Happy Hours and Bar Openings were a routine part of the social life of all three messes. Their frequency 

depended a lot on the active participation of a critical mass of people. Some years there were events every 

Friday night and the biggest challenge was trying to schedule the events so as they didn’t “bump into each 

other” Other years there would only be one event a month. 

 

New Years Levee was a joint Officers/WOs and Sgts Mess function. It usually started with breakfast at the 

Park Royal Hotel on New Years morning. Around 10 AM breakfast finished and everyone departed for the 

Armoury. Once they the moose milk (a secret recipe containing ice cream, eggnog and a number of bottles 

of hard liquor) was mixed and available as a punch. The day was observed as an open house and  throughout 

the day teams visiting officers and NCOs would arrive from the other units and the Navy would arrive while 

the unit would send out its own team (with a designated driver) to the other units.  

 

BGen T.H.M. (Jerry) Silva CD (1940-Present)  

Born in1940 and raised in North Vancouver. In 1958 he enrolled in 6 Field 

Engineer Squadron and upon graduation from the North Vancouver High School a few 

months later he joined the Regular Force. After training at the Royal Canadian School of 

Military Engineering at Chilliwack, B.C., he was posted to 3 Field Squadron RCE. In 

1961 he completed trades training at RCSME and was posted to 11 Works Company RCE 

in Vancouver, In 1964 he took his release from the Regular Force and rejoined the 6th as 

a Sergeant. He found civilian employment and continued with his education. 

 After rising to Sergeant Major, he was commissioned in 1970. After 

commissioning, he continued to serve in 6 Field Engineer Squadron in various capacities 

from Troop Officer to DCO until assuming command in 1974. He commanded the 6 th until 1979 when he 

was promoted to LCol and transferred to Pacific Militia Area Headquarters (PMA) in Vancouver. 

 At the headquarters he served first as the SSO Ops and Trg, then as SSO Log and Adm. From 1982 

to 1986 he was responsible for senior officer development in PMA and served four terms on the Directing 

Staff at the Militia Command and Staff Course at Kingston. Promoted Colonel in 1986, he became the Deputy 

New Years Day Breakfast L to R. Capt Geoff Dyer, Lt Chester Machnewski, Maj Bob Swingle, Capt Mike Wood, Capt Roli Kruegar. 

Sgt Gary Hampton, WO Ian Macarthur, MWO Greg Friskie and Sgt Roger Kishi. Capt Mike Wood mixing Moose Milk behind the 
officers mess bar 



Commander and in 1988 was promoted to BGen and became Commander of Pacific Militia Area. In 1990, 

BGen Silva retired. 

 His civilian employment included consulting in occupational health & safety as well as several years 

as a training consultant specializing in preparing and presenting courses in diamond drilling and 

explosives/blasting. He was also employed for many years with a large Vancouver Consulting Engineering 

firm where he was a civil project engineer. 

 In November, 2000 BGen Silva embarked on a second tour of military service when he became the 

Colonel Commandant of the Canadian Military Engineers. As such, he traveled widely across Canada and 

visited every Regular and Reserve Combat Engineer unit at least once during his four-year tenure. He also 

visited almost every Canadian Forces facility where military engineers, were stationed. His travels took him 

overseas to England, Bosnia, Eritrea and the Golan Heights. He was Colonel Commandant in 2003 during 

the branch’s 100 year anniversary and at the end of the year briefed the Corps’ Colonel-In Chief, Her Majesty 

Queen Elizabeth II. 

 Upon completion of his term as Colonel Commandant, BGen Silva became the Honorary Colonel 

of The Rocky Mountain Rangers. 

 BGen Silva and his wife Carla reside in New Westminster, B.C.  BGen Silva has two sons by his 

first marriage, Ronald and Robert. 

 He is the former Chairman of the Conference of Defence Associations, a former Vice President of 

the Military Engineers Association of Canada and past president of Royal United Services Institute of 

Vancouver. 

 

Honourary Lieutenant Colonel William Andrew (Bill) Dow CD (1925-2005) 

Bill was born in Regina, grew up in Winnipeg and received his Bachelor of Science 

in Engineering (Civil) from the University of Manitoba. He served overseas with the Royal 

Winnipeg Rifles during the Second World War.  

In 1950 Bill was commissioned in the Royal Canadian Engineers and subsequently 

served with Engineer Militia units in Montreal, Toronto and Vancouver prior to his 

promotion to Major and appointment as Officer Commanding 6th Field Squadron RCE in 

North Vancouver in 1960.  

In 1964 he was appointed Second in Command of 7th Field Engineer Regiment 

RCE, Vancouver. In 1972 he was appointed Honorary Lieutenant-Colonel of 6 Field 

Engineer Squadron and held this appointment until his death. He formed the 6 Field Engineer Squadron 

Museum Association and oversaw the creation of its organization and facilities.  

Lieutenant-Colonel Dow was active in many community and national associations. In 2002 he was 

awarded the Queen's Golden Jubilee Medal for his significant contribution to Canada. Well respected and 

admired within the business community in Vancouver, Bill was also the Costa Rican Consul in Vancouver 

for many years. He was National President of the Military Engineering Association of Canada and National 

Chairman of the Conference of Defence Associations. He was also Secretary of the Royal United Services 

Institute, a member of the Association of Professional Engineers of Ontario and a Trustee of the Corps of 

Commissionaires.  

 

MWO Ian MacArthur CD (1956 – present) 

Ian was born in Vancouver on the 15th February 1956. He attended Windsor 

Senior Secondary School and while attending high school he joined 2573 RCACC 

where he became the RSM 

In December 1973 only 17 years old he joined 6th Field Squadron RCE. He 

passed his JLC course in January 75 and was promoted to Corporal in March. From 

September of the same year until May 1976 he took a posting as a Regimental 

Policeman with the UN Emergency Force, Middle East (UNEFME) in Ismalia Egypt. 

On his return he was promoted to MCpl. He took further training and on the 1st 

February 1980 MCpl MacArthur was promoted to the rank of Sergeant and  to Warrant 

Officer on 1st September 1985. He passed his MWO Course on the 11th July 1987 and 

on the 3rd November 1988 he was promoted to MWO and was appointed as the 6th’s SSM  

After 11 years with the Squadron he left in September 1999 and transferred to the 192 AEF in 

Abbotsford where he served as a senior NCO until January 2001 and then transferred again to 12 Svc Bn on 

the 10th of July 2002 



After serving with 12 Svc Bn for two years he rejoined 6th Field Engineer Squadron in September 

2004 and was appointed SSM for the second time. He remained the unit’s SSM until May 2008 when he was 

appointed as the first RSM of the new 39 Combat Engineer Regiment (39CER). 

Unfortunately for the new Regiment, MWO Macarthur, who had worked for Terasen Gas for over 

34 years accepted an excellent civilian job offer for a gas company in Dubai and retired from 39 CER on the 

13th December 2008 after a long and distinguished career which had included 14 years as the 6th’s SSM.  

Ian is an avid military vehicle collector and in his spare time held the office of President and Event 

Co-ordinator for the Western Command Vehicle Historical Society. 

Ian has two children with his first wife Maria (nee Romanelli who had also served with the 6 th) . 

They are William, born 10 June  1980 and James, born 30 May 1983 He married his second wife Caro (who 

was also a former member of the 6th) in 1991 and they have a son, Matthew, born on 05 June 1997. 

 


