Chapter 16 - 7 FER AND THE COLD WAR

On the 1st of January 1946, the Department of National Defense announced a major reorganization
of Canada's Militia. The new Militia was to have 6 Divisions and be known as the Canadian Army Reserve
Force. This meant a major expansion of the engineering units in British Columbia. From the pre-war 6 Field
Company and 17 Fortress Company a new Engineer Regiment (with four squadrons) and an independent
field squadron emerged. There was a five-fold increase in the number of sappers in B.C.

The 6th was now part of 7th Field Engineer Regiment. In the 7th was the 6th Field Squadron (North
Vancouver), the 22nd Field Squadron (New Westminster), the 44th Field Squadron (Trail) and at the Jericho
base in Vancouver, the Regimental headquarters and 54th Field Park Squadron.

By March 1946 plans were underway to return the 6 to the North Vancouver Drill Hall. At that
time the armoury outbuildings were occupied by 17 officers and 76 ratings of the Russian Navy. The Drill
Hall for the reserve company of the 6™, in Vancouver, was closed and the pre-war 6" was reformed. Many
of the temporary military buildings in Mahon Park and known as Forbes Camp were demolished. The unit
was a mix of returned veterans, reserve company members and new recruits. Amongst the returning 6 Field
Company veterans were Lts JR Davis and WD Vandervoort as well as Sgts LA Duncan, TM Ferguson, HJ
Greenwood, J McBride and A Young. CSM T Thomas would become the RSM for 7 FER and CQMS SA
Flatt would join 22 Field Squadron.

Peacetime Routine

Back in Canada the 6th went from being a full-time active service force unit to a part-time reserve
unit. Vehicle, weapon and equipment holdings and the authorized strength were substantially reduced.

As a reserve unit it often had at least one regular force member attached to it, usually a clerk. At
times the number of regulars would go up, depending on availability, to as many as four. If there weren't
regulars available reserve personnel sometimes went on contract. But this depended on the budget.

6 Field Engineer Squadron RCE March 1949 (5 Officers, 10 Senior NCOs and 51 Junior Ranks)
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So, over 95% of the unit were reservists. Most of the officers and NCOs worked full-time in the
civilian sector. Most of the men either worked or went to school. Most paraded one evening a week, usually
on Thursdays. On a parade night there was two to three hours of training and drill followed by the opening
of the messes (Junior Ranks Club, Sergeant and Warrant Officers Mess, Officers Mess) around 10 PM. These
usually closed at midnight but sometimes stayed open to dawn. Officers and NCOs often put in extra nights
or weekends, often without pay, doing paperwork, preparing lectures and getting ready for exercises.
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In the Drill Hall in 1949 - Left to Right Soldiers doing Drill, Sgt Finch, Sgt's Mess and Junior Ranks Club (6FESMA)

Over the year the unit did occasional weekend exercises, usually in the local area. Once a year
there were summer and winter engineer concentrations, at Camp Chilliwack or Camp Wainwright.




1948 - Explosives trainina at RCSME. Minefield trainina in Wainwriaht. Storm Boat trainina on Deer Lake. (Stacev)

Fraser River Flood 1948

Prior to the Reserve Army being called out on flood duty it became quite evident from the newspapers
that the Fraser River was going to flood very badly and that the situation for all the people in the Fraser
Valley was going to become very serious.

Volunteers were being called for hourly to help improve the dykes throughout the lower Fraser Valley
and numerous rumors were flying of the Reserve Army being called up. The unit commanders and senior
N.C.O.s were besieged with telephone calls about when we were to go out. The regiment was put on two
hours notice to move at noon on Saturday, May 29. Movement orders came through at 0450 hrs May 30 and
we reported to the east entrance to Lulu Island bridge at 0800, total strength basing 5 officers and 42 ORs.
The 6th Field Squadron figured they had 107 percent turnout, as they had seven who had not attended a
parade for over a year. We had been told to await further instructions at the above R.V., so we waited for
two and one-half hours. No instructions were forthcoming, so at the request of local civilians we split into
two groups, one went to the Imperial Qil warehouse and one to the foot of Jardine road, both serious weak
spots on Lulu Island.

With plenty of civilian volunteers help, we filled and laid uncounted thousands of sandbags and, built
about 100 yards of plank roadway across water-sogged fields up to the main dyke. Toward evening under
Lt.-Col. Minshall’s personal direction, we started to drive sheet piling in the front of the dyke at various weak
spots in an attempt to block muskrat holes, which were seriously weakening the dyke. While the effects of this
effort were not immediately apparent, the dyke was strengthened against further onslaughts of the river. We
assumed responsibility for this portion of the dyke until 0800nrs, May 31 when we were to be relieved by the
Westminster Regiment (R),

Administrative problems at this time were fairly great, as no one knew how long we were to be there
or what exactly our role was. However, the 22nd Field Squadron played host to the 6th and the embryonic
54th field Park, and S.Q.M.S. Flatt for the meals and essential administration. Major Allan Webster became
chief scrounger and kept the supplies coming from many and varied sources.

May 31, 0800 hours, rest, and well earned too. Most people had had little or no sleep Saturday night
and no sleep Sunday night, and an unaccustomed broiling hot day in the sun all Sunday. We were scheduled
to take over 24 hours on and 24 hours off, with the Westminster Regiment on Lulu Island, but as usual plans
change, and at a meeting at 1500 hours May 31 the 7th Field Engineer Regiment was given responsibility
for the South shore from Port Mann to the elevators on the boundary of Delta Municipality, Lt.Col. Minshall
had been recalled to civilian life for urgent duty on flood work in the interior in connection with bridge
construction. Major Allan Webster was appointed engineer advisor to Lt.-Col. Cummins of the Westminster
Reglment who was commander of Zone 6, which included Queensborough and the south shore in the vicinity
of South Westminster. Major Allan was appointed commander of the South Westminster area. Thus we moved
into Operation Shovel at 1900 hours, May 1.

Claude Harvie, former municipal engineer for Surrey, ha been in charge of the dyking for the South
Westminster area before our arrival and had the situation for the immediate future well in hand on our
arrival. He knew the area very well and had the support of all the local population, who had started
sandbagged walls and installed pumps to take care of seepage.

There were several points where the river could be conveniently reached and much of the line of
defense was railway trackage, which greatly assisted transportation of sandbags and saved the long carrying
which was necessary on Queensborough

The main points of attack were

(1) The Great northern Railway which at this time was sufficient dyke to hold the water.

(2) A secondary dyke which was in the process of being constructed with dump trucks through the
Timberland Mill from the Great Northern tracks to the main dyke of the river. This was necessitated because
the main dyke along the river between Timberland and the elevators was in very poor condition and already



breached in several places. The land there was all bush country and could be sacrificed without damage.
This decision had been made on 31 by Mr, Starr, the recently appointed municipal engineer, and work had
gone ahead immediately to complete it before high tide at 0400 hours Junel. This was a terrific task but by
the use of the whole Timberlands Mill crew and all available trucks in the area it was completed as a
temporary job.

(3) the foot of Tannery road where two 4-inch pumps had been installed, with tractors providing the
motor power.

(4) The Brownsville Mill at the foot of the Old Yale road, where a 20-inch pump was being Installed,
but which, was not yet working.

(5) Under the Pattullo bridge, a sluice gate and a permanent 8-inch pump were installed. At this point
there was an 8-foot head of water against the main dyke. This was the main point of attack at this time, but
plans had been laid to sandbag along the railway outside the main dyke should it fail. Bags were placed in
readiness for this operation and a 24-Jiour watch maintained.

(6) The section from the Pattullo bridge to Flannagan’s Mill was covered by the raised C,M,H,
railroad bed, which was in good shape,

(7) The foot of Flannagan's road to the C.N.R. Port Mann shops. This section was reinforced along
the railway tracks by a sandbag wall varying in height from 8 inches to 3 % feet,

(8) The Bergstrom road, which had been raised by dumping loose sand about one foot,

(9) The area to the east of Bergstrom road was higher till you came to Port Mann, which was already
flooded.

This dyke system, about two-thirds of which had been planned and built in the past 48 hours, protected
an area about six miles long and varying in width from one to two miles.

Fortunately the dyking was well in hand, because we were given the responsibility at 1900 hrs May
31 and high tide was about 0330 hours June 1. Local civilians, who had had little if any sleep recently, were
on watch at all points. The local civilians included all ages from seven years to one old gentleman with a
long white beard who was 81 years old and was packing sandbags along with everyone else.

A sandpit was organized .and functioning with two power shovels at various points for loading
sandbags by hand.

The ladles of the district had canteens organized and one hall at which 40 beds were available for
volunteer workers.

Our take-over was of necessity gradual. None of us had more than four hours sleep for two days. Our
administration was somewhat rocky and no one knew the area, nor had we had more than a casual look at it
in daylight. The nights of May 31 June 1 we stood by for any emergency till after high tide. No emergency
occurred so we retired for some sleep when the water cleared the sandbag dyke on the main river.

At 0700 hrs June 1, we got a call of a break-through at Timberlands. Lieut George Peck was
dispatched with a section to repair it. The reports on the progress were all different, but indicated that it was
not of a major nature. Finally it became clear that it was a major break about 20 feet long and with a 4-foot
head of water against it, and another section was dispatched. With local civilian help it was patched at 1000
hrs, but it then broke again, and it was not until 1430 hours that it was finally repaired. To effect this repair.
Peck drove 4x4 stakes in at the rear and then just piled sandbags in front of them. 2500 sandbags were used.
We then realized that the high tide water took about three hours to cross the bush country to the temporary
dyke and the Great Northern tracks from the main river. Rather Late!

—— ¥ - -

—— —

Fraser River Floods - Left to Right - SSM Art Duncan with pump operator, work party on log boom and sandbag dykes (Stacey)

However a major catastrophe narrowly was averted. The water which came through this break was
sufficient to flood the surrounding countryside and the roads in places had one foot of water on them. It was



only necessary to elevate one short stretch of road, which was only used by sightseers, so our operations
were not impaired except that the trucks hauling material were practically without brakes at all times, and
as they had to use the main road up the valley, we were lucky to have no accidents,

We attempted to set up wireless communications with our own 19 sets to Port Mann and Timberlands,
but our operators, having had only two hours a week for about six weeks training, were not up to the task,

Tuesday, June 1 was spent pouring material into Timberlands, which was the chief weak point, and
also to Port Mann shops and Flannagans. The impoverished dyke at Timberlands was built up and
reinforced. In the afternoon and evening volunteer labor started to arrive and our 'headquarters’ at
Shepherd’s Garage became a madhouse. One room served as a canteen, a headquarters, a labor exchange,
a telephone exchange, a dispatching office for trucks and a complaint bureau for all the surrounding
countryside, all at one and the same time.
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Fraser River Floods - Left to Right - Spr Gerry Steacy, Sandbagging Party, part of the 6 Field Squadron detachment (Steacy)

Supplies of sandbags were very good and we had only to ask to receive -- this was good,

The volunteer labor was unpredictable, some of the organization was appalling, but a lot of
willingness and eagerness made up for it and we accomplished a tremendous amount of work and passed
another night without incident. Even the late tide at the Great northern tracks didn't catch us napping this
time. However, there was a lot of water piled up against the Great Northern tracks and it was washing
through the navvy jack ballast. June 2 the Great northern track crews raised the track and we started
sandbagging along the side of the track. The water was coming up all the time, every day another couple of
inches. We were filling and laying about 35,000 sandbags a day in the area and had about eight dump trucks
operating eight hours a day as well as up to 15 flat-deck trucks and several light deliveries. Response to
appeals for volunteers was wonderful. By this time we had an electrical crew operating, which was working
20 hours a day installing lights at all vantage points throughout the area with both mobile generating sets
and by tapping existing lines. Our sand pit was lit by a double 25 KWA generating set and looked like a
playground.

We called in Capt. Innes, R.C.C.S., to set up a radio network for us, but his efforts were to no avail.
There was too much local interference and communications were not positive. We eventually resorted to field
telephones to all vantage points.

We installed two more small 6-inch pumps at the foot of* Tannery road, but the water level was still
high and the roads flooded. The pump at Brownsville was not yet operating, We had to get a new man in
charge of the installation and finally got it operating June 5. This made a tremendous difference to the
pumping capacity. At the same time, after rushing headlong into local politics, we were able to get a 14-inch
and a 12-inch pump installed near the foot of Tannery Road. Between these we were able to dry up the area
and remove the flooding from the road which had been so dangerous to the traffic.

We now set in to reorganize ourselves and we drew up duty rosters and released such personnel as
we could who had to get back to their civilian jobs.

But the June 5 and June 4 volunteers were beginning to drop off; they were all tired out. Our task was
becoming more difficult. The Great Northern brought in two work trains loaded with sand and we built a
sandbag wall two and one half feet wide by five feet deep along three quarters of a mile of the track. The
railway had a 40-man crew on 24-hours a day, but we had to supply sandbags and shovels as well as some
supervision and up to 120 voluntary laborers. We finally eliminated all seepage through the track.

In addition, we helped to raise the secondary dykes through Timberlands to a roadway wall 11 feet
wide by about six and one-half feet deep, all built up with sandbags so that seepage wouldn’t wash it out.
The Timberlands crew looked after reinforcing the main dyke across the front of their area.

The water kept on rising every night. The local civilians had organized and were looking after



Flannagan road and the Port Mann area, but we had supervision on at all times and whenever possible we
assisted them with manpower.

Civilians and civilian trucks did not always report on and off at Shepherds, so it was almost Impossible
to keep accurate track of what we actually had In the area. We then appointed Sgt A. Duncan and one of the
local truck drivers to look after the supply of materials to all points. We kept a section standing by with a full
load of filled sandbags at all high tides in case of emergency, They were used only once, but in that instant
they prevented a major crisis developing by being on the spot in time.

June 4 was spent in preparing our organization to build up all dykes over the week-end when we
expected to have plenty of volunteer labor. The peak tides were expected on Wednesday, June 9 and
Thursday, June 10; we had to be ready. The inrush of labor did not arrive, but we made of what we did have
and by June 7 we had:

(1) Reinforced the whole Timberlands area to a point we considered safe

(2) Laid a dyke one foot by three and one-half feet high from Timberlands to the shingle mill east of
Tannery Road,

(3) Reinforced one area under the Pattullo bridge.

(4) Built up along the railway track near the gypsum plant and near the Royal City Mills and tied
through to the foot of Flannagan road.

(5) Built up and reinforced the whole wall from Flannagan s road to the Port Mann shops.

(6) Started building up the road one and one-half feet Into the Port Mann shops with dump truck and
sandbags, on edge.

(7) Built up the Bergstrom road another one foot with loose sand which was compacted with a
bulldozer and trucks.

June 7. 8 and 9 was spent in reinforcing, particularly in the area immediately around the Port Mann
shops, on the Port Mann road near the Bergstrom road and on the temporary dyke across Timberland.

In the meantime a small track crew was working on raising, the Great North track dyke. We kept them
supplied with material through the rail crossing at Tannery road,

Fortunately the weather throughout was clear and fine, with no wind, so our working conditions were
ideal, particularly in the evening.

By Wednesday, June 9 we had tied in all dykes and raised them to a point at least six Inches above
the anticipated high-water level and established dumps of filled sandbags at all points where we could get
down to the dyke. We passed another night successfully.

It was during this period that we ran into our first major supply problem. We have been short of
flashlights for some time, but through the efforts of our electrical crew, who did wonderful work, and the use
of lanterns we had been able to get by. Now we had need of 150 shovels, about 50 urgently and 100 for use
in case of a serious emergency. We had great difficulty in keeping shovels on the jobs, as the local populace
figured their need was greater than ours. We ordered 150 shovels three days later we received 20 shovels.
We raised a fuss. We were accused (1) giving them to the Great Northern because we owned shares in it—
untrue! (2) selling shovels on the black market; and were asked for a daily report on the market quotation
for shovels! We have not yet had a major emergency--thank God!

We also got involved to a minor extent with local politics on the subject of special police who had
been appointed without any authority by a local leading citizen. After various deputations had put in. their
appearance, we finally obtained some local special police, duly appointed, but in the meantime it fell to our
lot to provide traffic control police for three days.

Thursday June 10 passed without incident. We built up a stockpile of filled bags in the sand pit. Friday
morning at high tide the water was lower than the day before and the crisis was passed.

Friday and Saturday were spent in routine maintenance, and on Sunday we turned over to a
permanent force detachment and Operation Shovel was completed as far as the 7th Field Engineer Regiment
was concerned—we hope.

During the two-week period we had filled and laid in excess of 500,000 sandbags, established lighting
and communications throughout the area, repaired one bad break and averted another. Few members of the
unit worked less than an average of 12 hours a day and many worked far in excess of it.

We had no unpleasant incidents with any of the local population. There was one case of suspected
attempted looting, but we were unable to catch the suspects, two young boys. The efforts of one of the
politicians in the area to run down the army seriously affected the number of volunteers from Vancouver and
New Westminster for a couple of days, but fortunately we had enough volunteers in our immediate area who
knew the truth to handle the situation.



Unaided, any effort we could have put out would have been futile but thanks to the wonderful co-
operation of civilian volunteer workers and local civilian authorities we were instrumental in saving untold
misery and destruction in the South Westminster area.

- 6 Field Squadron Annual Historical Report 1948

Operation Beaver 26 November to 4 December 1949

Eighteen months later they /
were back fighting floods. This time
it was close to home. On the morning
of Saturday November 26M, 1949,
the rain swollen Capilano River
changed course ripping out 135 feet
of the western approach to the
Marine Drive Bridge. The bridge
was undamaged. The only road to Bailey bridge panel and sandbagging parties
West Vancouver was cut. At 1300
hrs a call went out for help. The 6 activated and within a few hours were at work preparing the work site for
a Bailey Bridge. Meanwhile the 23™ Field Squadron in Chilliwack had been called back from weekend leave
and were loading their vehicles. They arrived at the bridge and, within 10 minutes of their arrival, 100 regular
and reserve sappers started work on a 150 ft Bailey bridge. The Bailey was assembled on rollers on the deck
of the eastern half of the Marine Drive Bridge and pushed forward to span the missing causeway. Working
in heavy rain and under searchlights, the crew finished the bridge at 9 AM. It didn’t last.

The next day the bailey bridge collapsed when the flood waters
ripped out its east approach. For the next week all that soldiers and
civilians could do was sandbag the river. Then shortly after midnight on
1-2 December the waters receded. By dawn it had dropped several feet
revealing the wrecked bailey bridge. Using a dozen bulldozers, the river
was returned to its former channel. The remains of the first bailey bridge
were removed.

On December 4th a new route across the Capilano opened =
beside the Capilano bridge. It consisted of a causeway over a gravel bar 150 ft Bailey Bridge (6FESMA)
in the centre of the river connected to the shore by two bailey bridges.

The 6" returned home, while the 23™ from Chilliwack stayed on-site for three weeks to maintain the baileys.
Meanwhile civilian contractors built a new span. The two baileys were then lifted and returned to Chilliwack.

7 FER Range Exercise and Competition Blair Range 1950s

During the 1950s 7 FER held an annual weekend range exercise and competion at the Blair Rifle
Range in North VVancouver. Typically it was held in the spring and involved the entire regiment.

The unit would parade at the Drill Hall and leave for the range at 0800. Everything followed
standard military range procedures. After a short safety briefing the men would be formed into parties and
shooting would start. Both Lee Enfield Rifles and Bren guns would be fired. The range was a standard 300
yard military range with firing lines at 300, 200, 100 and 50 yards. Half of the range party would be in the
concrete butts lowering and raising the targets. The butt party would also indicate the fall of shot using
pointers. Everything between the butt and firing parties was coordinated by radio and telephone. Several
times during the day the firing and butt parties would change over. The firing would continue until 1500 hrs
at WhICh point the range Would be cleaned up and the scores tabulated

Loadlng magazines with ammo, firing rifles, indicating the fall of shot in the butts, Waltlng to raise targets in the butts
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Talking to the butts over a range telephone, watching the fall of shot, firing bren guns

7 FER would then return to the drill hall where there was a tea and reception hosted by the Ladies
Auxilary. It was here where the prizes for the best teams and the best shots were awarded.

In the mid 1960s the Blair Range was closed. This was for a number of reasons. One was cost-
cutting. With the ranges in Chilliwack only an hours drive away it was hard to justify a second range so close.
Another reason was safety. With residential subdivisions now encroaching on the range it was getting harder
and harder to safely fire on the range and to not disturb the neighbours.

Mass Christening of Six Children of the 7th on 14 February 1953

In February 1953 7 FER's chaplain the Reverend W.W. Valentine
conducted a joint christening of some of the regiment's children. The ceremony
was conducted on a Sunday in the St, Francis in the Woods Anglican Church
in West Vancouver. Amongst those christened were the children for Maj AG
Shore, Capt L Smith, Capt H.D. Savage, Sgt RJ Lawry and Sgt RC Wannop
and their wives. Major General JB Mackenzie CB, DSO, ED stood as godfather
for all six children. A tea and reception followed at the officer’s mess later that
day.

Capt and Mrs Savage with
Rev Valentine (6 FESMA)

1953 Sgt Cedric E. (Cid) Godber Attends Queens Coronation in London as 7 FER Representative
In 1953 Sgt CE Godber of 6 Field was chosen as the official representative of 7 Field
Engineer Regiment at Queen Elizabeth 1I's coronation on 2 June 1953. He joined the
official Canadian Army delegation and was in London during the Coronation, parades
and parties. He was the first NCO from 6 Field to return to Europe on official duty
since 1945. He was also the only one to do so until 1969.

Exercise Blowdell 5-7 March 1954

In 1954 McMillan-Bloedel had been ordered to demolish a timber bridge over Niagara Creek near
Port Alberni, as it was no longer safe, and invited 7 FER to do the work with their assistance.

A weekend exercise was organized, explosives requisitioned from Army Stores in Kamloops and
equipment sent to the site which was practically in the city limits. Maj. A. G. Shore was OC Exercise, with
the Padre, Capt Bill Valentine as 2IC. The bridge consisted of log stringers supported by timber bents. The
plan was to use a mix of borehole charges, cutting charges, and concussion charges on the bridge and cratering
charges in the abutments. In all 950 pounds of explosive connected by a ring-main circuit were used.



The neighboring houses were visited to inspect them for damage prior to the blast and at 1150 hours
on Sunday, the Padre slammed down the plunger and a mighty explosion brought down the bridge and
damaged two houses.
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Exercise Blowdell - Before, demolition crew and after. (EFESMA)

Unfortunately, many of the borehole charges didn’t detonate. Obviously, the site could not be left
in such a hazardous condition - but the militia had to return to base. Thus a few members of the Regular
Force, under Maj. Herb McManus to sort through the debris and detonate the unfired charges. It took days to
clean up the mess.

It was later learned that Kamloops thought the requisition was for individual demolition training and
that it was a good time to dispose of some old WW?2 explosives; hence the failures.

Exercise Long Drop 17-18 September 1954

After the 61 was asked by the District of North VVancouver to dismantle a condemned timber bridge
over the Upper Lynn Canyon in North Vancouver Exercise Long Drop was launched. The bridge had been
built in 1905, spanned a 90 ft gap and stood 125 feet above Lynn Creek. Shorty after WWII it had been closed
to vehicle traffic. In 1952 it was closed to foot traffic and condemned.

The plan for dismantling the bridge was to reverse the construction process. First remove the
decking, then the inclined supports, followed by the road stringers, then the bent caps and finally the bents,

The weekend of 17-18 September 1954 rained non-stop. Sappers had to crawl out on the wet rotten
timbers to drag the winch and crane cables onto the bridge and wrap them around the timbers. One by one
the winch of the District of North Vancouver's tractor pulled the bridge apart. Occasionally the cable from
the 25 ton Link Belt Speeder Truck Crane hoisted up some beams. Two of the rotten stringers collapsed under

Exercise Long Drop Left to Right - Start of dismantle, coffee break in
the rain, crane work, partially dismantled and completed



their own weight, underlining the importance of the 3/8” wire rope safety line. By Sunday afternoon the job
was done and the 6th returned to the drill hall to clean stores.

54 Field Park Squadron becomes part of 6 Field Engineer Squadron

On 31 December 1954, 54 Field Park Squadron amalgamated with 6 Field Squadron and became
the 6th's 3 Troop based in Jericho. In the 1980s, 6 Field formed 3 Troop in Chilliwack. Just over 50 years
after 54 Field Park Squadron ceased to exist, Chilliwack’s 3 Troop became 54 Engineer Squadron.

Operation Ogopogo 5-8 October 1956 and Operation Ogopogo 11 12-14 October 1957

In October 1955 7 FER conducted the first in a series of annual exercises in the Penticton area. The
three squadrons traveled by convoy and by 1800 hrs had all rendezvoused in Queens Park northwest of the
Memorial Arena in Penticton. There they bivouacked under marquee tents in the park for the next few days
and conducted Class 6 rafting exercises on Okanagan Lake and a ferrying exercise on the Okanagan River
channel. On the 7th, a Sunday, they attended a Drum Head Church Service in the field, followed by a parade
and a reception for the officers at the Mayor Oscar Matson's house. By 1600 hrs they had struck camp and
were back on the road. The lower mainland units travelled together until Rosedale while the 44th went back
to Trail. In all there were over 140 people and 30 vehicles on the exercise including not only the engineers
but medics, signalers, provost, a RCEME Recovery team (for the inevitable breakdowns) and the Regimental
Pipe band. They were back in Vancouver on Sunday in time for Thanksgiving dinner. The next year the
exercise was even bigger with 160 officers and men, 22 attached troops and 53 vehicles.

The Kennedy Board and the Restoration of the “Militia”

Meanwhile, big changes were afoot. The Kennedy Board was convened in May 1953 by the Chief
of the General Staff, Guy Simonds. This three-man board chaired by Major General Howard K. Kennedy,
CBE, MC, examined the training, administration, and organization of the Reserve Army. Their report
submitted in Jan 1954 recommended returning to the traditional title of "Militia", replacing divisional and
brigade headquarters with Militia Group headquarters. The report stated that, as there was no requirement for
a framework of brigades and divisions in peacetime, mobilization "...was to be the primary reason for
training and equipping the new ‘Militia™ and the Militia would form the cadre in the event of mobilization.

The six divisions of the Canadian Army Reserve Force were disbanded and 26 Militia Group
headquarters replaced some 35 formation headquarters. Overall organization was changed to provide what
the report called a "more appropriate mix of arms and services".

The Canadian Army Reserve Force had now become the Canadian Army (Militia), while the
Canadian Army Active Force became the Canadian Army (Regular). 7 FER survived intact. For now.

Cadet Exercise in 1956 - Left to Right - Tented Camp, Firing Bren Gun, Dinner Line, Parade and Loading into Vehicles (Irvine)



2573 Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps Established

In 1956 the 2573 Royal Canadian Army Cadet Corps) was established in the Drill Hall with Maj.
Derrick Humphreys as its chief instructor. Prior to that the unit had supported a number of the local school
cadet corps. This was the first time since before WW?2 that a cadet corps had been based in the drill hall.

7™ Field Engineer Regiment Pipe Band

In 1955 a regimental pipe band was formed with Capt Ted Thomas the band officer and Pipe Major
Donald McDonald. In honour of Brigadier General AT Maclean the band wore the Maclean tartan with the
permission of the head of the McLean Clan in Scotland. It was then arranged by Capt Harold Oram, a unit
officer who had served in India, for Maj Gen Hayud Din, the Pakistani Military Attaché in Ottawa, to present
a leopard skin to the Drum Major on the evening of March 14th 1957. Over 200 spectators attended the
parade and presentation at the drill hall. The band was short lived. It was deactivated in 1966 when 7 FER
was disbanded. The leopard skin is currently held by the 6 FESMA.

1958, 1959 and 1960 Guard Mounting Competitions

In the late 1950's the Pacific Militia Command held an annual Guard Mounting Competition, which
was ordinarily won by an infantry regiment. Lt. Dick Talbot and SSM Tony Lucas (who had previously
served in a British Guards Regiment and had fought at Arnhem with the Airborne), formed a 20-person guard
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that won the competition in 1958. One of the things that helped the engineers was the fact that the militia had
just had their old bolt action Enfield rifles replaced with the new semi-automatic assault rifle FNs. So neither
the infantry nor the engineers had got the feel of the new drill movements. As one old-timer said, “The playing
field had been leveled”. However this was no fluke. Once the 6 won, they just kept on winning. Now under
the command of Lt. Tam London the 6 FES guards team went on to win the 1959 and 1960 competitions; at
which point Pacific Command canceled the competition for all time.

However, the publicity generated by the Guard Mounting competition resulted in an invitation from
the 1959 Annual Seattle Seafair Parade for 6 FES to participate in that event. This involved 60 all ranks
travelling to Seattle for the weekend; lodging at Fort Lawson in downtown Seattle; leading the parade and,
partying until their return to North Vancouver. A lot of positive publicity was obtained.

e e e T e

Left to Right - A 6 Field vehicle convoy formed up in front of the drill hall and during a halt in the mountains in Feb 1959



Tofino Exercise 14-15 May 1960

In early 1960s 442 and 443 (Auxiliary) Squadrons of the RCAF Reserve at the Vancouver Airport
had a small fleet of C-45 Expeditor twin engine aircraft that each carried up to ten personnel. On a number
of occasions the 6™ was flown to the airstrip at Tofino for weekend field exercises and live firing. Tofino, in
those days, was a tiny almost deserted village. Once there, the unit would live in the field, send out patrols
and conduct live weapons firing on the beach. They would return by air a couple of days later.
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Left to Right. Cleaning the FN Assault rifles. Live Firing on the beach. Route March along the Tofino beaches
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National Survival Training and the Special Militia Training Plan

In the late 1950s and early 1960s the primary task of the Militia was National Survival as the most
likely war was a nuclear war with a small number of atomic bombs dropped by Soviet bombers on Canadian
targets. Military planners in the late 1950s estimated that two days after an atomic attack Canada would have
1.1 million dead, 800,000 injured, and 1.4 million dying from radiation sickness. It was felt that the only
forces that could mount an armed response during such a short intense war would be the regular forces. There
would be no time to mobilize the reserves.

So the militia was given National Survival duties and tasks. Militia units were to save as many
survivors of an atomic attack as possible, organize food and medical supplies, and try to minimize radiation
casualties. Reserve units were no longer to prepare for conventional war. This had a huge impact on the
militia. The strength of many of the infantry, armoured and artillery units plummeted, many to the point
where they were no longer viable and had to be disbanded. The tasking had the opposite effect on the
Engineers. Their war tasks were little changed. They continued to train on road repairs, water supply and
bridge building, much as they had always done.

In 1962 as part of the National Survival program the Government of Canada (John Diefenbaker,
Prime Minister) introduced a Special Militia Training Plan whereby anyone unemployed could take a six-
week basic military training course and be paid $40.00 a week. The maximum 6 Fd Sqgn could train was 60
per course, with the first courses starting in October 1962. Six courses were run, with Capt. Parmenter in
command of the program. Courses continued throughout the winter and by June 1962, 51 graduates had
joined 6 FES, boosting the unit's strength to an all-time peak peace time strength of 250 in June 1963.



6 Field Personnel on National Survival Training at RCSME in 1961. These buildings were later used for booby trap training. (DND)
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50th Anniversary Parade 6 May 1962

The 1962 annual inspection also
celebrated the unit's 50th anniversary and was
held at Mahon Park on May 6™, 1962, with the
Lieutenant Governor of British Columbia,
General George Pearkes VC. PC, CB, DSO, i
MC, C de G as the inspecting officer. ) : ¥ , RPN T8

The unit formed up at 1200 hrs, FEEEFAEEN SRR, i (i ",_",_‘L A E i
marched to Mahon Park at 1345 and at 1415 s 4 4 57 Sk i
the SSM had handed the unit to the 2 i/c. By & : - 4
1430 the OC Maj Dow had taken over the unit.
The Lieutenant Governor (LG) arrived at
1430, the unit did an advance in review order,
a Royal Salute, and Maj Dow then escorted
the LG on an inspection of the troops. Music
was provided by the 7 FER Pipe Band and the RCSME brass band. At the end of the inspection the squadron
marched pass in column of route and returned to the armoury for dismissal.

That evening a gala anniversary party was held in the drill hall for 16 debutantes who would be
presented to the Lieutenant Governor at the Military Ball a week later.

7 FER Dewdney Trunk Trail Exercise 29 June - 6 July 1963

In 1963 and 1964 a major regimental exercise involving all of 7 FER was undertaken to clear a
walking path along the old Dewdney Trunk Trail that the Royal Engineers, under command of Col. John
Clement Moody, had constructed (between Hope and Tulameen) in 1860. Trans Mountain Pipeline loaned a



helicopter for a preliminary trail location survey in early May 1963. This showed a gap of 9 miles between
the head of the logging roads near Dewdney Creek on the West side and the mine buildings on Tulameen
Road on the east side. This is the gap that would have to be opened.

This was followed, on the ground on 18-20 May 1964, by a 15 person reconnaissance party that
tried to mark the trail. There was still 15 ft deep snow at the higher heights and with heavy windfall timber,
from Hurricane Frieda, created tough going over most of the 30 miles. The ground party was led by Maj. Bill
Dow and was able to travel the 9 miles from Tulameen Road to Dewdney Creek. It took 2 days.
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That summer the regiment with 100 all ranks concentrated under the command of LCol Lock in a
base camp at the confluence of the Coquihalla River with Dewdney Creek. The objective was to move east
and re-open the Dewdney Creek Trail. The route flagging party was under the command of Maj Dow. Over
5 days the 6th were tasked to cut a 3ft wide trail, the 44th the task of widening the trail to 8ft and the 22nd
the task of building the bridges and culverts. Communications between the base camp and the work parties
was maintained using vehicle mounted C42 and portable CPRC26 radios. By the end of the week the 6th had
reached the top of the pass and cut 14,000 feet of trail. The 44th, with the support of a bulldozer, widened
the first 10,000 feet of trail and the 22nd had completed a 40 ft timber bridge over a creek. They were only
half-way there. The regiment never finished the project. It would be disbanded first.
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No 4 Water Supply Set set up in Vernon by 7 FER in 1964

The last exercise of the 7th

The next summer found the 7th in the Coquihalla area where they improved an access road for the
Trans Mountain Pipeline and on the 30th of June 1964 built a 60 ft Bailey bridge. They then moved off to
the Glenema Training Area at the Vernon Army Cadet Camp where they built and operated Aluminum
Floating Foot Bridge rafts on local lakes and set up and operated the No 4 Water Supply Set.



Suttie Commission and the End of the 7th

In the early 1960s the Suttie Commission or "The Commission
on the Reorganization of the Canadian Army Militia" was formed.
Chaired by Brigadier E.R. Suttie it met in 1964 and 1965. Its mission was
to recommend to the Minister of National Defence the best way to meet
the four roles of the reserve Army in Canada, as they were at the time, ;
namely; support the Regular Army, provide a training force, conduct i
internal security operations and fulfill National Survival responsibilities I

It was calculated that 30,000 soldiers would be needed to meet  f
the four tasks, and the Commission was charged with determining "... the
changes which should be made in the organization of the Militia to carry

out its revised roles more efficiently and realistically”. L
One of their findings was that the twenty-five Militia Group :f
Headquarters set up across Canada should be replaced with a smaller D }— P

headquarters organization. This would "advise units in all G, A and Q iy
matters” with "no responsibility for administrative paperwork". It
recommended that Area Headquarters and Militia units should have
direct communication between them and the large-scale disbandment of
units. However, to avoid the political problems created when historic
units are disbanded or amalgamated a Supplementary Order of Battle was G A
created. ~
So, on 31 March 1965, along with scores of other militia units, Armoury Site Plan 1965 (DND)
7 Field Engineer Regiment HQ and 22 Field Engineer Squadron were
placed on the Supplementary Order of Battle at “zero strength”. Three years later. on 31 December 1968, 17
Field Squadron in Kimberley was also placed on the Supplementary Order of Battle. There were now only
two independent field squadrons left in BC. There was the 6th Field Engineer Squadron in North VVancouver
and the 44th Field Engineer Squadron in Trail in BC.

Lt Col Alan Webster MBE, MiD, CD (1908-2004)

Alan was born 13 March 1908 in Cod Talon, Flintshire, Wales and
immigrated with his family to Canada in 1911. He graduated in engineering from
the University of British Columbia in 1933 and joined 6 Field Engineer Squadron
as an Officer Cadet in 1935. Alan also served with 17th Fortress Coy and 11 Dist
Engr HQ in Victoria during the 1930s. Lieutenant Webster was accepted for active
duty on the strength of 6 Field Company on 07 September 1939. He served at Debert
and went overseas with the 6th in 1941. He then transferred out of the 6th and later
served with different engineer units over the next three years, becoming a Captain
in March 1942 and a Major later that year. In 1944-45 he commanded 8th Field Park

ﬁ Company in England and France as well as 1st Mechanical Equipment Company.
o On his return to Vancouver area after the war he worked with the Federal
Government Public Works Department until his retirement in 1972. Remaining with the Militia, he first
commanded 22 Field Squadron RCE in New Westminster in 1946. In 1949 he was promoted Lieutenant
Colonel to command the 7th Field Engineer Regiment that included the 6th and 22nd Field Squadrons and
54 Field Park Squadron. During his time as the regimental commander, he formed a regimental pipe band
and commanded the largest militia unit on the BC Mainland. On completion of his 3 years as the regimental
commander he retired from the Army.

Alan however remained active in the Military Engineers Association of Canada and was National
President in 1952 and 1953.

Along with his wife Edith Alan he was a passionate tennis player. They joined the New Westminster
Tennis Club in 1937 and founded the White Rock Tennis Club in 1968. For his dedication to the sport Tennis
Canada awarded him their Distinguished Service Award in 2001.

Edith passed away in 1995 and Lt Col Alan Webster passed away at 96 on 5 January 2004. He was
survived by his daughter Barbara, his son Bruce, his daughter-in-law Brenda and two grandchildren.
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Regimental Sergeant Major Leonard Arthur (Art) Duncan (1919-1988)

Art Duncan was born in Vancouver on 25 August 1919. Shortly after his 20th
birthday he enlisted in the 6th on 5 Oct 1939. He was one of only twelve original
members to serve with the unit until the end of the war.

On his return to Vancouver in 1945 he joined the newly reformed 6th Field
Squadron RCE and within a couple of years was a Sergeant. He served as the Squadron
Sergeant Major from 1949 to 1947 and then transferred to 7 FER. There he was
appointed as the Regimental Sergeant Major in 1960 when RSM Thomas received his
commission. When 7 FER was reduced to zero strength in 1965 he took his release and
retired from the forces. By that time he had 25 years of service of which 15 were as a
Sergeant Major.

He was married to Eileen who had served with the Canadian Women's Army
Corps in England for most of the war. After the war he had a number of civilian
employers including Home Oil Distribution and First Narrows Bridge. He passed away on November 17th
1988 at the age of 69. He was survived by his wife Eileen and his sons Dennis and Brian.

Honorary Major William Valentine MC (1905-1980)

William Valentine was born in Northumberland England on June 8%, 1905. He
immigrated to Canada as a child and graduated from the Anglican Theological College
at the University of British Columbia. He was posted to the Yukon Diocese of the
Anglican Church and was the minister in Selkirk (1934-36), Mayo (1936-38) and
Dawson City (1939-42).

» In 1942 he joined the Canadian Army and on June 16™, 1944, reported to the

1 Algonquin Regiment. There he served as a regimental chaplain until the end of the war.
He spent most of his time in the Regimental Aid Post (RAP) helping the doctors and
medics and administering to the wounded and dying. On September 13", 1944, while
the Algonquin Regiment was engaged in the battle for the Leopold Canal, he was in
the RAP when it was shelled by a German 88. Five were killed and a number wounded included William
Valentine. Throughout the shelling and although wounded he extracted other wounded from the RAP and
worked with the doctors and medics until he was relieved. He then left the Algonquin Regiment to recover
from his wounds. Once healed, he immediately returned to the Algonquins. For this action and his dedication
to duty he was awarded the MC.

In 1946 he became the minister for the St. Francis-in-the-Wood Anglican Church in West
Vancouver and the Chaplain for the 7th Field Engineer Regiment. During his 20 years as the minister at St.
Francis-in-the-Wood it grew from a congregation of 30 and 1 Sunday School student to a parish of nearly
300 families and 100 Sunday School students. He retired as the minister for St. Francis-in-the-Wood on
October 9, 1965 but remained active in the church for a few more years. In October 1967, shortly after
retiring, his first wife Alice passed away. He subsequently remarried and remained active in the Anglican
church until his retirement in 1970.

He passed away on May 10th 1980. He was survived by his wife Margaruerita (Marge) his son
Derwyn and six grandchildren.




