Chapter 13 Germany and Wars End

On the morning of February 8 1945 6 Fd Coy RCE was at MR 749595 waiting for orders to move. At 0530 hours
over 1000 guns opened up and in the next 16 hours fired over a million shells. In concert with the artillery the Air Force
bombed Cleve and in the early evening the infantry and armour moved forward. Operation "Verltable" the entry into
Germany, had begun with the 6th moving towards Zyfflich.

No. 2 Platoon went forward with the lead troops to clear roads and build a
50-ft. Single-Single (SS) Bailey over a section of road on the Quer Dam that had been
washed out. It was a tough build. Numerous times it was delayed due to flood waters,
enemy shelling, stuck vehicles, traffic congestion and a restricted work site.

It was also thought Zyfflich had been cleared of the enemy. It hadn't. Lt.
Cauley and Spr. Buck who were on a recce that night in Zyfflich were shot in the back
by a stay-behind sniper positioned upstairs in a house. The sniper also shot a Regina
pioneer officer who was with them. The sniper was Killed.

This was their first operation in German territory and their first experience
with Artificial Moonlight. This was created by hundreds of searchlights reflecting
their beams off low-lying clouds over the enemy positions. It filled the sky over the
German lines with a soft blue light. It helped our troops move forward while being of
little help to the Germans. =

On Feb 9th the 6th broke up into platoons under command of 7 CIB and moved off with the infantry in amphibious
Buffaloes. The Germans were now letting more water into the area through which the Canadians were advancing and the
water was rising at the rate of an inch an hour. The dyke under the 50 SS Bailey on the Quer Dam started to give way so 3
PI had to recover the bridge. The main roads to Cleve were flooded between Beek and Kranenburg with the water up to 20
inches deep. Amphibious DUKWS were brought up and small vehicles were banned on the route. At 1630 the Quer Dam
broke creating a gap 200 yards wide. Zyfflich was flooded.

As the War Diary 1st Cdn Army C.E. said "The only significant feature of "Veritable" so far from the engineer
point of view, is the road from NIJMEGAN to CLEVE is flooded and impassable. Our Int and appreciation of the flooding
from the ERKILKOM Polder breach (four miles east of Nijmegen) did not anticipate this. All available levels on this road
show itis above the maX|mum flood level.” By February 11th the water in Kranenberg was 20 inches deep.

' < 3 On February 12th the platoons built bypasses around the flooding. That afternoon the
OC, platoon officers and CSM moved through the water to the outskirts of Cleve. The
rest of the Company stayed in Berg En Dal waiting for orders. Arriving in Cleve the
advance party found massive destruction and called for heavy machinery to clear the
rubble-blocked streets. That night most of the officers and the CSM were trapped on one
side of the water and their soldiers on the other. For the next two days the main body of
the 6 Fd was not permitted to move forward because of the flood.

It wasn't until 0530 on February 15th the Company's main body moved through the
Reichwald forest to Cleve. Due to heavy traffic and flooding the roads were in terrible shape. The main body finally met up
with the unit officers that afternoon. Although Cleve had been heavily bombed the Germans had filled in many of the craters
so there wasn't a lot for the 6th to do when they got there. Accommaodations were in the basements of bombed houses which
although uncomfortable gave some shelter from the weather.

The next day the platoons were told that one of their duties was guarding their bridges due to the threat of sabotage
by German civilians. It was a new task, something that didn't have to do in France or Holland.

86 PRECAUTIONS WHILE IN GERMANY

Certain precautions MUST be taken now that we are in GERMANY

1. All ranks unless employed on work will be in Unit Lines by 1900 hrs and will remain there until 0630 hrs

2. Personnel are NOT allowed to walk about singly. Always travel in groups of 3 or 4.

3. CIVILIANS / All civilians in GERMANY will be treated as ENEMY even though they are of a friendly nationality. All ranks are forbidden to have any
dealings with GERMANS and to enter into conversations with GERMANS.

4. GERMAN civilians are forbidden to be out of doors after dark. Any civilians encountered will be placed under arrest and escorted to the Orderly
Room. (Part One Routine Orders 15 February 1945)

On Feb 17th the advance continued with the Platoons clearing mines and checking the routes into Hassel, Goch
and Materborn. They were finding a lot of mines. And then, right in the middle of the battle, on February 18th, 10 men went
on leave to the UK.



The next day, on February 19th Company, HQ "acquired” a 21 KVA diesel lighting plant which they mounted on
a burnt-out 15-cwt British truck chassis. For the rest of the war it supplied the unit HQ with power for the office lights and
the many personal radios that had appeared.

By February 25th preparations were underway for the attack on Udem, Goch and Calcar. Due to the heavy traffic
out of Cleve it was impossible to haul ready-made rubble from Cleve. So it was decided to create rubble using explosives.
Several large German houses on the road's edge were selected and demolished, becoming the base for the roads.

In the early hours of February 26th the next attack began. Operation “Blockbuster” started. Again the assaulting
brigades moved forward to Udem and Keppeln under artificial moonlight and directing tracers. That night Company HQ
moved into a bombed-out church and two houses along the road.

February 27th found 6 FC and 18 FC clearing the badly damaged town of Udem. What was now slowing the
Canadian advance were the roads. They had been heavily damaged both by the retreating Germans and Allied
bombardments. So to provide rubble the demolition of German buildings, was approved. But with one notable exception.
"Ecclesiastical rubble" from damaged churches could not be used.

The House

In the laconic words of a British Tommy, this German house, like every other building in the town had " ‘ad it". A huge bomb crater replaced
the vegetable garden. The roof was a shambles, its shattered remains scattered about the yard and the attic. Even the wall stared accusingly at you from
two gaping holes. What justification could there be for such wanton destruction of a beautiful house, whose only crime lay in being in the path of an
invading army? Somehow it made you feel a little guilty inside.

As you stepped over the threshold, you were stopped short by the objects on the floor - a postcard, a child's doll-house, a broken crucifix, a
women's hat. Then you realize that only a week ago, people had lived there. You wondered what they were like. Were they rich or poor, happy or unhappy,
a large family? The crucifix told you that they followed the Catholic faith. You hoped they had escaped the bombing and shelling and were now together
and safe.

There on the wall of the living room was a family portrait, showing a young man and a young woman dressed in 1920s styles, with a fair curly-
haired boy of about three and a pig-tailed girl who looked about six years old. Picture of relatives, picnics, school activities etc were strewn over the floor.
In one room evidently a storeroom, you saw a battered doll, a boy's wagon (minus one wheel) and electric train and colouring books. As you poked around
amid the wreckage you began to feel a growing kinship with the family, feeling of friendship and neighbourliness, as if you had known these people for
some time.

Suddenly this picture of domestic bliss was rudely jarred as you entered an upstairs bedroom. On the opposite wall from a beautiful crucifix, a
blatant banner with a black crooked cross thrust into its centre, glared at you defiantly. On each side of the banner hung a picture. One showed a youth
in a Hitler Youth uniform. The other was a picture of an arrogant S.S. officer, a business-like Luger strapped to his hip. Both had the same fair curly hair
as the three-year old downstairs. Here in these three pictures was the complete story of Germany's degradation.

Now, this house, that a moment before had seemed so friendly in its familiar simplicity, took on a strange and menacing atmosphere. You
walked out on the street again with a vague feeling of puzzled bewilderment. Was there any hope for this country or was the only good German a dead
one?

Anonymous Author ,The Sappers Gazette Issue #6
6 Cdn Fd Coy RCE, Thursday 15 Mar 1945

The next day the Company HQ moved into Udem where street clearing, aided by three dozers, was the order of the
day. Temporary crossings of craters were made with Armco culverts and bulldozers. That night 1 and 2 platoons built a
corduroy road with 2600 logs finishing at 0800 on March the 1st. March 3rd found the 6th still in Udem clearing routes in
the town. That night German aircraft bombed the city, creating even more work for the clearance teams.

On March 6th they built their first Bailey since moving through Cleve. It came shortly after Sonsbeck was taken
and consisted of a 40-ft. SS Bailey over an anti-tank ditch on the town's outskirts. The same day Spr. Clifton was wounded
when the 3-ton lorry he was driving ran over an anti-tank mine destroying the lorry. The road had been cleared but the mine
was buried deep and didn't detonate until the ruts in the dirt road worn down enough for the mine to make contact.

It was noted in Sam Flatt's book that every move now seemed more difficult. This was due to the crates of chickens,
hog carcasses, mattresses and even bits of carpets that people had collected. It was fortunate several tipper lorries were
attached to the unit, so surplus stores wouldn't have to be left behind or trucks sent back to collect them.

At Undem and Sonsbeck the allied front lines were now approaching the Rhine and were being heavily shelled by
German artillery on the other side of the river. So the Canadians halted, regrouped and prepared for the crossing.

March 10th was busy. No 1 platoon cleared the roads and verges between Sonsbeck to Zanten and pulled two burnt
out tanks off the road. No 3 platoon built a 40-ft. Class 40 Bailey to replace a bridge blown by the enemy on the route. When
it was finished, orders were received that the unit was to return to the Reichwald Forest south of Cleve to a Divisional
concentration area for a rest. After several hours of mixed-up and conflicting messages, the company finally got under way
and slowly made their way over congested roads to the edge of the forest.



March 12th was spent in the Reichwald Forest digging slit trenches and erecting 2-man pup tents over the trenches.
A short time latter the following poem appeared in the unit newspaper:

On March 13th the unit found out that the rest period would be similar to the “Rest” after the battle for Caen. The
company was to build assault courses, scrambling courses, a miniature range and mix these with Platoon and HQ inspections
plus mine clearance projects. The "Rest" week was also continuously disrupted by pay parades, inoculations, church parades,
leave parties to Niimegen and the UK along with baseball and soccer games.

On March 16th, halfway through the "Rest" an accident took the lives of four men while they prepared to blow a
crater for the assault scrambling course. Killed outright by the unexpected detonation of a tellermine were L-Sgt. Spiers,
Cpl. Froats, L-Cpl. Chilton and Spr. Miller. Funeral services were conducted that evening and they were buried in the
Canadian Cemetery at Bedburgh. Work on the course resumed. Over the next few days the various platoons took turns
maintaining the scrambling course.

On March 19th Major McDougall briefed the unit on "Operation Plunder", the crossing of the Rhine, and
preparations began. On the 21st 24-hour ration packs were issued for use after the Rhine crossing. On March 23rd No 2
platoon, which was to be the assault Platoon, prepared stores and loaded their vehicles. 3-ton Tipper lorries were loaded
with Armco culverts.

"Operation Plunder" started at 1000 hrs March 24th when an Airborne force landed on the far side of the Rhine. A
bridgehead formed. The 51st Highland Division (UK) with the 9th Cdn. Inf. Brigade crossed at Rees. No 1 Platoon closed
and cleaned up the scrambling course. The 6th was on one hour’s notice to move and waited. However it wasn't boring.
They spent the afternoon fighting a forest fire in 50 acres of pine about 500 yards south of the bivouac. It was put out after
4 dozers cut a fire guard around the burning area. Then the order came through to make three 60-cwt. trucks available, if
needed. So CQM S Flatt took the opportunity and got rid of stores they had been carrying around, but never used. Everything
possible was sent to a salvage depot and what the depot couldn't take was dumped into a hole near QM.

March 25th and 26th found them sitting in their bivouac playing cards, drinking coffee and waiting.

Finally, at 0715 Hrs on March 27th the Company moved out. When they arrived at the Calcar marshalling area
they heard that four successful crossings had been made that night. They had an early lunch and at 1200 hrs moved to the
vehicle waiting area. At 1430 hours they crossed the Rhine. The lighter vehicles crossed over on a Class 9 FBE and the
heavier vehicles over a Class 40 Floating Bailey. The two groups met near the town of Rees where they were attached to 7
CIB. From the Brigade Assembly area the unit started toward Emmerich. They encountered heavy enemy opposition at the
Landwehr River. The proposed crossing site at the sluice gates was under enemy observation and the approaches were
heavily mined. A halt was ordered.

Around midnight the Canadian Scottish Regiment crossed the Landwehr River and formed 1000 yd deep
bridgehead. The crossing site was recce'd, bridging ordered and mine clearing started, all under intermittent German mortar
and MG fire. With the help of a heavy smoke screen a 40' SS Bailey bridge was opened by 3 Platoon at 0630 hours. Later
at noon on the same day orders arrived for a second crossing of the Landwehr.

So on March 29th at 1400, when shelling had eased, No 1 Platoon started on a 100 TS Class 40 Bailey, with
countersunk bankseats. It was finished at 0045 hrs with only one interruption due to light shelling. The bridge was named
the "Water Rat" bridge and a sign with a water rat in a Buffalo amphibious vehicle erected.

By 1430 hours March 30th the rear parties and brigaded platoons were back with the Company They rested for a

few hours. They then took over route clearance from the 16th Field Company .
RCE in Emmerich. The town was a shambles with only a few houses left on the
north side of the city. The waterfront roads were heavily mined with large
numbers of schumines, tellermines and R mines. These had to be found and
removed. The next day the unit was still clearing mines around Emmerich.
There were lots of mines. In less than 30 yards 1 Platoon found 80 Schumines.
And as the unit war diary noted, moral was good, the weather was good and
discipline was good.

On April 1st the Company was finally relieved of duty in Emmerich
in Germany and moved to Kilder in the Netherlands where they rested for a few = : S
hours as German tanks and SPGs were holding up the advance. German PWs clearing rubble with 6FC guards

On April 2nd the Company then moved to Didam. 2 Platoon was in support of the Winnipeg Rifles and spent the
day finding and lifting Schumines and Tellermines. And as the unit war diary noted "From the amount of traffic on Diamond
"Up" it appears that the enemy will be overrun by sheer weight of transport. HQ erected a water point at MR 942734 which
is ahead of the FDLS, much to the surprise of all."”




The next day No. 3 Platoon took over 2 Platoon's work and advanced to Zevenaak, where they filled in road craters.
They were back in Holland. The atmosphere was completely different. Scores of civilians turned up with shovels to help.
The same day, while clearing roads, Spr. B. H. Johnson was wounded by a Schumine and evacuated. It was in Zevenaak
that a new type of road block was encountered. It consisted of a concrete cylinder 20 ft. long and 4 ft in diameter placed on
aramp at a “Y” in the road and when released rolled down and blocked both roads.

On April 4th the 9th Brigade captured Zutphen. The 7th Brigade passed through the 9th and put crossings over the
canal at Kelde. This was the start of fifteen days of intense fighting and bridging. At their new bivouac north of Zutphen,
No. 1 Platoon's recce party went with the Winnipeg Rifles advancing on the south bank of the canal while No. 3 Platoon's
recce party moved with the Regina Rifles on the north bank.

On the morning of April 5th the unit started on a bridge over the canal near Eelde. As there were still Germans near
the bridge site the recces and plans weren't finished until 1200 hours. At 1300 hours the platoons arrived to start on the 70-
ft. DS Class 40 bailey bridge over the canal. Since there was a lot of sniper fire the infantry had to clear the area before work
started. This caused more delays. So to protect the site a smoke screen was laid at 1430 hours. Work then started and things
went smoothly. Then just before they finished a German with a sub-machine got through the smoke and opened fire at close
range. But he was a bad shot. No one was hit. He was dealt with. At 1800 hours the bridge opened.

April 6th dawned wet and cold. The advance continued. The Company moved to a new site near Gorssel that
afternoon. No. 1 Platoon checked the Division up route and built a 30-ft. SS Bailey which opened at midnight. No. 2 and 3
Platoons rested and stood by waiting for orders for another bridge.

Near Gorsell the Company was bivouacked in an old German “V-1” missile launch site and the drivers took
advantage of the German vehicle slits by parking their vehicles inside. The trenches gave good protection. The 3rd Division
was now moving toward Deventer and the roads were almost solid with convoys, the main road only a 100 yds. from
Company HQ.

The sight of all this traffic was too much for some Hitler Youth manning an 88. For three hours on April 7th they
sporadically shelled the main route and HQ bivouac. There were many close calls that afternoon. Sgt J.L. Roberts from the
Orderly Room was away having a coffee when a shell landed near the Orderly Room truck riddling it with shrapnel. Spr.
Giddins, a HQ driver, left the rear of his truck where he had been resting, before another shell landed nearby. When he came
back he found his bedroll and blankets lacerated by shrapnel. When CQMS Flatt returned to his store truck near the end of
the day he found the tarpaulin on his truck had also been hit. German firing was so indiscriminate that after the shelling
stopped unit personnel were called to a nearby farm to evacuate an elderly Dutch housewife whose leg had been shattered
by a stray shell.

Also hit was the Sergeant Major. That afternoon the Company 2 i/c Capt Mustard, Sgt-Maj Thomas and Thomas's
batman Spr Fernie Poulin were in a small forested area deciding where to put the troops for the night. Their truck was a 100
yards away. The Germans sent rockets over from a multi-barrel "Moaning Minnie" launcher. Six of them landed around the
party in the forest. The almost simultaneous blasts smashed the Sgt-Major's legs. Poulin was hit by shrapnel in the chest and
Capt Mustard caught him in his arms before he fell. Mustard didn't get a scratch. He got Thomas and Fernie back to the HQ
bivouac. From there both men were taken to the hospital by CQMS Flatt. Neither would return to the unit. Sgt Pete Willigen,
who spoke fluent Dutch, became the next CSM.

There were two more hit that evening. Sprs. Cook and Etchells were wounded by shrapnel and sent to hospital
during the construction of a 120-ft. TS Bailey over the Schipbeek River. The S|te was under heavy mortar fire. Work started
at 1630 hrs and finished at 2230 hrs. Although it was now the last B s + b e ,
month of the war German resistance was fierce.

On April 8th the unit moved forward and bivouacked near
a former Gestapo HQ. In a nearby open grave they found ten Dutch
civilians. They had been lined up at the edge of the grave and shot.
German prisoners were used to bury the dead. Over the next few days
Sam Flatt noticed that Provost Corps personnel escorting prisoners
to the PW cages didn't marched them but made them double, with
Provosts on motorcycles prodding them in the rear.

German resistance continued. The next day the infantry was
having problems expanding the bridgehead over the Zijkanaal. They :
were opposed by German paratroopers well supplied with mortars German PWs with 6 FC guards burying murdered Dutch
and snipers. The bridgehead was only 100 yards deep and every civilians
attempt by the advance party to lay a bridge centre line or prepare the
site resulted in intense German fire pinning them down.




After dark on April 9th the Canadian Scottish Regiment made a second crossing of the Zijkanaal. This crossing
met little resistance so it was decided to change the bridge site. And at 0155 hours on the 10th the “Sniper’s Alley” 40 ft.
SS Bailey opened. Although only a lightly contested site there were still two casualties, Spr. Hedin was hit by shrapnel while
Spr. Schmitz badly injured his foot when the bridge slipped off the rollers during launching, crushing it.

The 7th Cdn. Infantry Brigade then entered Deventer. No. 1 Platoon, was with them and with an armoured D-7
dozer, they filled in ditches for temporary tank crossings and removed several steel rail obstacles.

All through the 10th the Germans had the “Sniper’s Alley” bridge in view and continually mortared it. There were
three more casualties. L-Cpl. Fleger and Spr. “Dusty” Rhodes were hit by shrapnel. Later that evening, when leaving the
bridge site, No. 3 Platoon’s halftrack took a direct hit blowing off the superstructure. Spr. Antonson was wounded while
Spr. Waye, sitting beside him in the cab, wasn't hit.

No. 1 Platoon then moved into Deventer to clear road blocks, However they were so hampered by hundreds of
celebrating Dutch civilians, none of whom would clear the area, that it was impossible to use explosives in the narrow
streets. So while the Dutch partied all around them they cut up steel rail blocks with a torch.

April 11th was supposed to be a day of rest for the unit so in the morning they held a bath parade. However, that
afternoon No. 2 Platoon was ordered to build a 60-ft. SS Class 24 bailey to relieve traffic congestion. They were so riled at
having their day off disturbed that they finished the bridge in an hour. With the exception of maintenance parties on five
bridges, the next two days were pretty quiet. The unit rested and cleaned up. It was an interesting site. Their bivouac was on
the edge of a former “V weapon” experimental site. The area was lightly wooded and scattered about were the remains of
hundreds of “V” bombs. The Dutch told the unit that the Germans had a taken a lot of casualties during their time there.

On April 13th the rest ended. A water point was set up in Raalte and bridges were maintained. Later that day, the
Company moved to a site 15 miles south of Zwolle. The next day they dealt with a 70-ft crater blocking the main road into
Zwolle by building several improvised bridges on side roads into the city. Bailey bridges weren't available. No. 3 Platoon
checked the roads into Zwolle from the east and used their winch trucks to remove several road blocks in the town.

April 15th found the Company just north of Zwolle. A Class 5 ferry was improvised by No. 1 Platoon to carry 3
jeep. This made 7th Brigade HQ very happy. It saved them an hour’s run to Division HQ. That day No. 2 Platoon was sent
38 miles back to lift two bridges, “Highland” and “Sniper’s Alley”. Bridging supplies were short and it was thought they
would be needed for the advance to Leeuwarden. They arrived back on the 17th bringing the bridges with them and moved
into some vacant houses near Coy HQ.

1 April 16th saw 3 Pl maintaining the roads between
‘ Steenwijk and Leeuwarden. Meanwhile the rest of the
Company left Zwolle at 1400 for Leeuwarden 72 miles
away. All along the route the Dutch were celebrating the
liberation. The 6th took over a city park for several days
and were so well received by the locals that civilian
guards had to be posted at the park gates to keep out
curious civilians and children.

Then on April 18th Spr G.G. O'Genski was SOS'd
as a deserter after being absent since 27 Mar 45. This was
the only desertion of a unit member since arriving in
Europe in 1941. O'Genski eventually returned to Canada
¢ and passed away in Nelson BC in 1993. It is not known
«¢ ° what the circumstances were or if he was ever punished.
| April 19th found the Company scattered. Part of 1
Pl was moving up to Gronigen with 7 Bde HQ. 2 Pl was
busy moving bridging and guarding stores and 3 Pl was
> EO T maintaining 3 bridges. Coy HQ was still in Zwolle.

On the 21st the Company moved into a brlckyard 12 mlles north of Gronigen and took over the sheds and brick
kilns which were dry, comfortable and warm. It was cold and raining. It was another busy day. The unit supported 7 CIB
cleaning up a German pocket west of the Ems estuary. 1 Pl built a 50 ft Bailey and 2 PI built a jeep crossing. General Wades
and Beehives were used to remove a road block. The unit was now seeing the most extensive demolitions so far. With only
2 weeks left, German resistance was intense.




180 3 CDN INF DIV

1. The Army Commander has expressed a dislike to the expression being used re 3 Cdn Inf Div, namely "Water Rats".
2. This term will NOT appear on any signs that may be erected by this unit on bridges, roads etc

(Part One Routine Orders 20 April 1945)

On April 23rd ot 0200 hrs Lt NWD Mann, LSgt Bryan and Spr Maximovitch were wounded by shrapnel during a mine
clearance task and evacuated to hospital. L/Sgt Bryan took over and received the MM for his actions.

On 22 April 1945 L/Sgt James William Bryan with his section was in support of 7 Cdn Inf Bde in an attack on
APPINGDAM. He was with the leading company of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles and responsible for the clearance of mines
and other obstacles along their axis. A road block was met at the Southern approach to the town and while the infantry
provided covering fire L/Sgt Bryan’s party proceeded to clear the obstacle (MR 410257, Emden Sheet L.1, 1/100,000) The
task was 50% complete when direct enemy shell and mortar fire came down on the site. L/Sgt Bryan ordered his men to
take cover and then alone, under the most persistent fire, he continued to prepare the road block for demolition until he was
wounded. At the same time Lieut NWD Mann, his platoon commander, and another sapper were wounded and Bryan insisted
on aiding them until all three were evacuated. The remainder of the section, thus inspired by this NCO’s gallant action
completed the job and the route was opened, allowing supporting armour to move up without serious delay. It was this
NCO’s cool determination and brilliant leadership which on this occasion resulted in the clearing of a road block allowing
tanks to take part in the capture of APPINGDAM - an operation vital to the liberation of NORTHERN HOLLAND.

Later that day the company moved to another brick and tile factory near Eeksta Holland. After dark work started
on a 120 ft TS Bailey. It was slow job. There were German Self Propelled Guns only 2000 yards away. So only one vehicle
was brought up at a time for unloading. No one wanted to attract their attention. The next day 1 and 2 platoons under A/CSM
Willigen finished the bridge and opened it at 1230 hrs. There was also almost no Cdn infantry around. 2 platoon then
reinforced an existing bridge by using steel rails from a burnt out factory. 3 Platoon recce'd the route to Nieuwk Schan and
reported one bridge needing repairs and two to be built. It had been a busy day.

»

April 26th found 1 platoon building a 50" SS Bailey on the road to Esklun, 2 platoon lifting about 200 tellermines
on the road from Driever to Esklun and 3 platoon accompanying the Canadian Scottish Regiment as it moved up the east
bank of the Ems River. Using telephone poles 3 platoon improvised a Class 24 bridge on the "Up" route. There were now
two routes open from the Corps bridge at Haalte to the expected bridge site at Esklun.

On April 27th the unit left Holland and crossed back into Germany, stopping overnight in Holthusen. Gone were
the cheering crowds and the friendly Dutch. They had been replaced by sullen faces peaking out from darkened houses.

The next day the Company moved to Throve Germany. There Coy HQ set up in a butter and cheese factory. All
the platoons were out doing road clearance and finding lots of tellermines. These had to be destroyed in-situ as the German
civilians had a habit of replacing them after dark.

April 29th found the unit doing route maintenance between Papenburg and the Leda River. 2 platoon crossed the
Leda and occupied billets in Leer. The next day the rest of company moved into Leer and took up residence at No 49
Bremenstrasse. There were problems during the move. The unit got mixed up with the Polish Division, who were moving
with their "usual careless abandon.". Platoons during their route clearance were now encountering booby trapped aerial
bombs and naval mines that had to be lifted and destroyed.

May 1st dawned wet and cold. 1 and 3 platoons were maintaining roads south of the Leda River. 2 Platoon removed
a 480 Kg bomb and then took it to a safe place for detonation. The blast destroyed every window within 1.5 miles. They
were in the "doghouse" for a while but after building a couple of corduroy road diversions around some craters later that
day they were forgiven.

May 2nd was another cold, wet day. There were more buried bombs and sea mines. A new type of mine fuse was
also discovered. It was designed to detonate after a certain number of vehicles had passed over it. That day Maj McDougall



received word he was to return to Canada and a very drunken farewell dinner was given by the officers and Senior NCOs.
The next day Maj McDougall left. Capt J.S. Steel was to be the A/OC until the new OC arrived

The Company moved up to Bagband where they were to follow behind 18 FC and improve the route to Class 40.
The Germans had left the roads in bad shape with a large crater every mile. Each and every crater had to be either filled in,
a bailey built over it or a diversion constructed. So that day 1 Platoon built a 50 ft SS Bailey over a crater, 2 platoon was
kept in reserve and 3 platoon maintained 7 diversions around various craters.

On May 4th the weather was good. Plans were now underway to support the 7th Cdn Inf Bde's attack on Aurich.
So work started on the road to town. During the day 1 platoon made a diversion around a crater, 2 platoon built a 50 SS
Bailey over another crater and 3 Platoon stayed in reserve. At 1500 hrs a message arrived to cease all work and await orders.
At 1700 hrs orders came cancelling all work as Aurich was about to surrender. The priority then was to open up the route
into Aurich as fast as possible. To do so 1 Platoon built a diversion around a crater while 2 Platoon built a 50 ft SS Bailey
over yet another crater. Then that evening at 2230 hrs the following message was received

From HQ 7th Cdn Inf Brigade - "49. CEASE FIRE. WEF 050800 hours. ACK. all infm" signed by J Dampier, Major, Degree of Priority Immediate."

There was a huge sigh of relief. But for the engineers there was no rest. In a country full of blown bridges,
minefields and unexploded shells there was no stopping work. It was a confusing time. Scattered German units surrendered
to local Allied commanders. Some of the German troops were in formed units while others were mere bodies of men lacking
unity, cohesion and control. The German government had collapsed in total confusion. It was now up to the Allies to restore
normalcy and peace to a shattered country. And the engineers played a major role.

On the first day of peace all the platoons finished the tasks assigned to them on the previous day and returned for
a short rest. The next day the unit only did minor maintenance work on a bridge and the diversion but mainly rested. The
same day Major Walker Kayes arrived to assume
command.

On May 7th the 6th moved to the German
naval signals training barracks in Aurich and spent
the next two days cleaning them up before moving
in. While there, word arrived that a Special
Brigade was being formed to represent the

~ ! ) -2 Canadian Army at a “Victory Parade" in Berlin. It
was learned W|th mixed feelings that the 6th Field Company, would represent the Corps of Engineers. Although considered
a great honour the 3 CID Engineer HQ war diary states that one of the major reasons the 6th was chosen was because most
were from BC or the west. There was some excitement at the thought of seeing Berlin, but everyone was well aware they
faced a future of spit and polish, blanco and drill.

So the 6th was relieved of all engineering work and May 8th was spent cleaning barracks and vehicles. One of the
first requests to CQMS Flatt from the OC was for 500 cans of shoe polish. Up until this time the normal allotment of shoe
polish from NAAFI was one can per 30 men per month. A visit to the NAAFI revealed that not a single can was to be had.
A black market in shoe polish quickly developed.

The next three days were spent in recreation, a ball game or two, the odd movie and a short refresher course in foot
and rifle drill. 1t was badly needed as no one had done any drill since landing in Normandy a year before.

On May 10th the officers and men spent the morning doing drill. The same day a recce party left for the Berlin
Brigade concentration area near Rijssen, Holland. Hopes were high that the living quarters would be as good as Aurich. The
next morning the CRE of 3 CID inspected the unit and had high praise for their splendid turnout so soon after the end of
hostilities. The officers were then invited to a special farewell dinner at Div. “A” Mess.

At 1330 hours the Company moved off to the Berlin Brigade Concentration Area, arriving at their new home in a
textile factory in Niverdahl at 1900 hours. After a hasty supper everyone settled down on the concrete floor for a good
night’s sleep. They were now no longer part of 3 CID but part of the Berlin Brigade. There was plenty of room in the textile
factory, one room being large enough to parade the whole Company on rainy days. They were slowly adjusting to their new
non-combatant status.

Preparations for the Berlin Brigade parade went ahead apace. Equipment was checked to see what was needed to
bring the Company up to parade square standards. They also received permission to continue wearing their high leather
‘Assault boots”. They were the only Berlin Brigade unit with these boots. This however, was a major headache for CQMS
Flatt as assault boots in the right sizes were very scarce and many miles were traveled before everyone was finally fitted.




They were also the only Unit in the Berlin Brigade wearing the new style ‘ Assault” helmets. Attempts to retain these however
were unsuccessful and they were turned in for the standard type.

On May 14th the Berlin Brigade commander Brig. J. D. B. Smith inspected the Unit and talked about the reason
for the parade and tour and said if everyone put on a “good show” a recommendation would be made to make the 6th's return
to Canada a “PRIORITY”.

Back at 3 CID HQ they were told that they would form part of the CAOF. To do that secondary units of all the
Divisional units would be formed and one of them would be the Second of the Sixth. Word was also received that priority
for repat to Canada would either be based on points (based on time overseas) or for people volunteering for the Pacific.

The next two days were spent in drill. The unit quickly became parade ground soldiers. A plentiful supply of Blanco
was found which caused much criticism of the QM staff for being so damned efficient. At the same time all the company
vehicles were re-painted and were starting to look like new. While the 6th prepared for the big Berlin parade the rest of the
3 Div Engrs returned to Holland and became heavily involved in bridge and demolition work.

In the evening May 17th an event took place that increased the Company strength by three. Trixie, a nondescript
little terrier that had been under the care of Cpl "Doc™" Rimmer, the unit's Medical Orderly since Nijmegen, gave birth to
three puppies. There was talk of having her court-martialed for fraternization with the enemy, as research placed her time
of conception in the Reichwald Forest in Germany. However, saner minds prevailed and Trixie and her new family were
accepted. The same day unit censorship was removed. This was welcome news. The Unit officers were happy to be relieved
of this task. The men were happy that their mail wouldn't be read by anyone other than who it was intended for.

Reallocation questionnaires were filled out. Most of the Unit wanted speedy repatriation and quick demobilization.
Only one officer and 18 other ranks volunteered for Canadian Far East Forces, while one officer and 6 other ranks signed
up for occupation duties in Germany.

On May 18th CSM Pete Willigen received permission to go to his old home in Zroijndiecht near Rotterdam to find
his parents. He hadn't seen them in 19 years. He also hadn't received a word from them since the war started. He returned a
couple of days later to say they were safe and sound and in good health.

The continuous spit and polish kept up seven days a week. All other leave was cancelled. And the expected
happened. Morale plummeted. So to improve things there were softball games, movies and an occasional dance. But for the
rest of May, drill continued. The vehicles were all washed and painted. It was then discovered that there were different
shades of khaki paint in the brigade. So it was all done over again. But it kept a happy transport section off the parade square.
Everyone was now fitted out with new battle dress and a uniform set of web equipment. So although it wasn't as happy, it
was a smart-looking parade unit.

June 2nd saw the first repat draft off on their first leg of the journey home. On this draft were 4 men. Sgt.
Greenwood, Cpl. Rimmer, Spr. Hargreaves and Spr. Duncan. All had joined in September of 1939 and had a lot of points.

On June 3rd another event happened to improve morale. Pass trucks were now making evening runs into Almelo.

By June 5th the Company had settled into a routine. Inspections and drill in the morning. Repatriation lectures,
sports and recreation in the afternoon. In the evening there were shows, movies, football games and softball games.

June 6th was a Commemoration day. One year before the unit had landed on the Normandy beaches and received
their baptism of fire. It had been the bloodiest day in unit history. The same day a pleasant bit of news arrived to the effect
that Spr. W E. Campbell, who had been listed as “missing” since “D” plus 2, had been released from POW camp and was
in England. No official word had been received about the two others who went missing at the same time. It was later learned
that they had been murdered by the SS.

The morning of June 8th was warm and cloudy and gave no indication of what was to come. Route marches and
drill kept everyone busy until dinner. On the afternoon parade the OC told everyone that the Berlin trip was off. Loud cheers
greeted the announcement. No one had really wanted to go anyway. The OC told them that the city was in no condition to
host thousands of extra troops. The city's water and sewer systems were badly damaged. Sanitary conditions were hopeless.
There were epidemics of typhus and other diseases. Food was scarce. And there were tens of thousands of homeless civilians.
The unit was told that it would return to the 3rd Cdn. Inf. Division. Lt. J. R. Davis left immediately to make arrangements
for the move. Leave allotments started again. Morale instantly improved.



347 COMPANY DANCE

Saturday 9 June 45 from 2000 hrs - 2300 hrs at recreation hall near Company Parade ground. Music by army orchestra. Beer will be served during
intermission which necessitates an admission fee of one guilder per soldier. Women admitted free but by ticket only. Therefore all personnel desiring to
take their own partners apply to platoon sergeants for tickets by Thursday noon thus providing time to get the remainder of the girls necessary.

Dress - Shirt sleeves, Low shoes may be worn

Food -H.Q. Pl - Sandwiches
1PI - Tea
2Pl - Cakes
3PI - Coffee

(Part One Routine Orders 6 June 1945)

The morning of June 9th was spent doing a four-mile route march that seemed easier now that it was not “special
training”. The afternoon was spent filling out rehabilitation questionnaires and in the evening a dance was held. It was not
a spectacular success in spite of six barrels of beer, lots of coffee and cake. There were just not enough Dutch girls! It seemed
that there were three other dances in town that night.

On June 11th CSM Willigen left with the advance party to the new billets in Hardewijk on the shores of the Zuider
Zee. When he arrived, he found that the Old Dutch Naval Barracks were filthy. Here again, the fact he was born in Holland
and spoke fluent Dutch came to the rescue. He contacted the local Dutch Underground leader and presented the problem to
him. It was quickly solved. They had in their custody nearly a hundred female collaborators. These were put to work
scrubbing and cleaning. The Fd Hygiene Sec also arrived and deloused the buildings. The next day the unit left for their
new quarters at 1500 hrs and by 1900 hrs were settled in. And so the unit moved into the first spotless barracks since landing
in France a year ago before. Besides the barracks, stores buildings, parade squares and offices there was also a 140 yard race
track, football field, tennis court and volleyball court. It was a good base.

On the morning of June 13th a conference was held to discuss the disposal of Platoon stores and vehicles. It was
decided that everything would come under HQ control. CQMS Flatt now had a large hut for the Platoon equipment and
Transport Sgt. Ellis had a good sized parking lot that could hold the vehicles. The vehicles were then stripped of non-
essential equipment, fixtures and appliances for many of them had numerous unauthorized devices for the comfort. and
convenience of the drivers. Most of the 6th's vehicles and stores would be going to the 2/6th.

The next day the 2/6th Canadian Field Company, Royal Canadian Engineers was formed with the 6th's present OC,
Major Kayes, as its first Commanding Officer. This new Unit was part of the Allied Occupation Force. The same day OR’s
attached from other units went back to their home units and all the unit men attached out returned.

That day an interesting trip was arranged for eight men of the Unit. They went on a two-day fishing trip on the
Ijsselmeer with some Dutch fishermen.

Fishing Trip to the ljsselmeer (Flatt)

For the next few days there was an appearance of great quiet around camp, but it was deceptive. There were lectures
on rehabilitation, special squad training for the RCE regatta, the organizing of the 2/6th Company and drafts leaving for
repat camps and the Far East. The unit settled into a peace-time routine. Pass trucks were going into Apeldoorn every day.
Then on the 19th there was a free issue of three Canadian chocolate bars, a package of cigarettes and a bar of soap. Many
of the soldiers were taking rehabilitation courses and there was a lot of talk about returning to Canada.

By June 21st the pers for the 2/6th were arriving in large numbers and now equalled the 6th in size. They were
mainly low point men with a few high point men and NCOs and just a few officers. There was also a great variety of
Divisional shoulder patches.

On June 23rd their first engineer job in 6 weeks came along. 20 men and an NCO helped RCEME destroy enemy
guns near Amersfoort. Sledge hammers were used as the guns were too close to an enemy ammunition dump.

By the 24th the turning over of stores and vehicles to the 2/6th was almost finished and the 6th only had 23 vehicles,
4 officers and 191 men left.



June 27th found the Unit at the RCE Regatta in Nijmegan. The unit’s entry in the Pontoon Raft Competition was
eliminated on first trials. However, the regatta was an immense success. On the 29th Major Kayes of the 2/6th put on a fancy
diving exhibition that was a revelation. The Major was a former member of Canada’s Olympic Swimming team.

By June 30th the unit had truly recovered from their Berlin Brigade experience. Morale was good. 11 day leave
passes to England were being given out on a regular basis as were 72 hour passes to Brussels. A few even took advantage
of their leaves to marry English or Dutch girls.

On July 5th after numerous false starts and mix-ups, the 2/6th Field Company left for occupation duty in Germany.
Sgt. C. H. Ellis accompanied them on their two-day move to Aurich Germany, returning the next day.

The rumour now was that the Unit would not likely reach the repat stage until late Autumn. Which had an obvious
effect on morale. To counter that, the leave allotments to England were doubled to make up for time lost when on the
abortive Berlin Brigade training. This left only a few men on hand for any jobs that came the units way.

On July 6th when driving himself to CRE HQ the Acting OC Capt. J. S. Steel's jeep collided with a tree at 1400
hrs, sending him to hospital in Nijmegen with a fractured leg, the imprint of an engineer cap badge on his forehead and a
concussion. So Lt Davis temporarily assumed command.

By July 7th the unit was again under orders to move. However all efforts to find suitable accommodation had so
far resulted in the suggested sites being found inadequate. The same day the unit was told by higher HQ that all units will
be reformed based on the M.D.s they came from. The 6th was to gather all the engineer personnel from M.D. 11 and send
everyone else to other units. The 6th would then become a repatriation draft and return to Vancouver.

Finally, on July 8th orders arrived to vacate the present barracks by the 9th to make room for 2nd CID coming out
of Germany. CSM Willegen and CQMS Flatt made a recce of a site at Marssen , 4 miles out of Utrecht, and found it
satisfactory. But the unit no longer had enough vehicles to move itself. Most of their vehicles had been handed over to 2/6th.
So they ordered twenty 60 cwt from the RCASC for the move.

The July 9th move started off as a full blown “Snafu”. Somebody had allotted
the assigned transport elsewhere. Later in the day the unit moved using 8 trucks from
the 11th Field Company and 6 from the 2nd Field Company. They managed to make
it to the new location by 2100 hours. It consisted of five large houses with modern
conveniences like electric lights and running water. The next day was spent settling
in, cleaning up and trying to get comfortable.

With the company now settled in, a trades school was formed with Spr. Trainor
in charge of carpentry, Spr. Velux in charge of electricity and Spr. Barriball in charge
of blacksmithing. A search started for material with which to carry out this
instruction. It wouldn't be easy.

The same day Lt. Carman made an unsuccessful trip to Utrecht and Amsterdam
and found ‘“No Beer”. The next day a supply was found in Amersfoort, but there
weren't any barrels. So it was suggested that the water truck be used to move the
beer. Higher authority vetoed the idea.

On July 14th the unit was allotted light duties guarding vacant hutted camps
and supply dumps in Waardenburg, Gorinchem, Schoon Rewoard and at Newiland.
An NCO and six men were stationed at each spot. Cpl. Boniface was put in charge
of the guards. This entailed a lot of driving around with rations and replacements.
Those on the first nights duty missed the Company dance held in the hall attached to
the village hotel. It was a very successful affair and more events were planned under
the assumption it would be a long stay. Of course it wasn't.

On July 16th cross posting of personnel was still going on, at least on paper.
Many of the transfers were delayed due to so many being away on leave. To complete
HOLLAND 1945 theplan 1191 out of 1500 men in 2 Formations had to be posted from one unit to
- another. The plan was that in a few weeks the unit 6th would consist entirely of men
- : = from MD 11 (B.C.) and MD 13 (Alberta). That day the unit VD rate was reported as
being 1.3% or 4 men (the lowest in the Division).

On the 17th the sergeants and officers moved into a palatial mansion that was the home of a wealthy Dutch family,
who were in Brazil when war broke out. It had been used by a German general as his personal residence while he was in
Holland. It was still furnished and had a cook and caretaker. Each of the HQ officers and sergeants had a room with private
bath, shower and hot water. Each set of bathroom fixtures was a different color. There were two lounges with chesterfields,
carpets and a grand piano. They were there only five days when orders arrived sending the unit to Nijmegen to build Nissen




huts for a repat camp. They were received with mixed feelings. Some would miss their comfortable new home. Most were
content. Many had spent the winter in Nijmegen and had friends in the city. The Company was now down to only two
Officers, Lts. Carman and Davis.

On July 19th orders arrived to move to Nijmegen and come under command 1 Cdn CRE Works. The next day Lt
Carman visited Nijmegen. He reported that the new billets were limited and dirty.

On July 21st the 6th's advance party under the CSM left for Nijmegen. On July 23rd the unit was back in Nijmegen.
The three platoons were in a large school on the main road to Grave. HQ was in an empty convent school down the street at
3 De Hezewyk Straat. It was not as good as Marssen but it was not long before everyone was comfortable. At that time most
cities in Holland were well supplied with public bath houses where, for a few cents, one could get an excellent shower bath.
The bath house manager close to the billets set aside certain hours for the unit and everyone took advantage of it. Local
customs allowed mixed bathing for whole families and as most homes were not equipped with bath tubs, the public baths
were well patronized.

Administration duties also lightened a bit when three new Lieutenants arrived Toby, Gemmel and McGillivray.
One of Lt. McGillivray's first duties was to organize a canteen with L-Sgt.Cooper’s support. By then Lt. Carman had made
successful arrangements for beer from Brussels.

By July 25th the 6th had received people from 16, 18 and 30 Cdn Fd Coys, 3 and 8 Cdn Fd Park Coys and the 3
Cdn Div Bridge Platoon. In turn the 6th sent its people to many of the same units or in the case of a few high point men
back to Canada. The next day was the last day for cross posting of personnel between units.

Things then settled down and got back to normal. Repat drafts had just about denuded the Company of high point
senior NCOs so promotions were in order. Amongst the senior leaders the acting OC Lt. J. R. Davis was going home along
with Sgts C. H. Ellis and J. McBride. This left Lt. Carman as the new A/OC. And on top of everything else the war diary
recorded that the work on the Nissan hits was held up due to a lack of tools.

One of Lt Carman'’s first duties as the A/OC was to open the wet canteen. The first night of operation ended, after
three hours, when 75 cases of Brussels beer had been consumed.

The next day, July 28th, a truck left for Brussels to pick up more beer. A day later the driver and L-Sgt. Cooper
hitched their way home to report that, due to a collision with an English vehicle, the vehicle had caught fire and both vehicles
and the beer were a total loss. Another beer truck was immediately dispatched.

On July 29th Lt. Cameron McKenzie from the 18th Field Company was attached for duty and repatriation, a very
welcome addition to a Company now sadly understaffed.

Tools were finally obtained, and work continued at the repat camp. Everyone gradually settling into a routine. The
new 2/IC, Capt. Darby, was expected the next week after his discharge from hospital where he had an infected foot.

The main occupation of the Company during August was the construction of Nissen huts at the repat camp. This
work went on despite a chronic shortage of skilled tradesmen. The continual turnover caused by cross posting of personnel
and the large allotments of leave to England only made the job more difficult. There also was a continuous shortage of tools
and material. So there was little opportunity for daytime recreation and everyone sometimes looked with envy at some of
the other units who were not working. But on the whole morale was good.

During this stay in Nijmegen the Entertainment Committee under the leadership of the CSM Willigen and CQMS
Flatt set up weekly dances. A local Women’s Club supplied the girls. They were picked up by Unit transport and returned
home the same way. They were always accompanied by a senior chaperon who saw to it that any girl who did not behave
properly was not invited again. The dance committee policed the members of the Unit and the result was that there were no
“incidents” to mar the weekly affairs. The refreshments were arranged by the CSM. His knowledge of Dutch was invaluable.
He took the army-supplied ingredients to a local baker who converted them into decorated cakes and cookies. The dance
hall was one of the best and the swing orchestra was up to date both in style and choice of music.

August found the unit still working on the Repat Camp with four parties of 6 men under Lt McGillvray while Lt
Tobey and 1 Platoon laid the concrete floors.

On August 6th - 3 CID RCE HQ noted that although there was lots of leave available not everyone was taking it
due to many being short of money. They also noted that a few cigarettes could just about buy anything locally.

On August 7th Capt. Darby, the new 2/IC, arrived from hospital and took on many of the administrative duties that
had been neglected due to a shortage of officers. Lt. Steinman also arrived from 2nd Corps Engineers and took on the duties
of Canteen Officer that, by this time, had become almost a full time job. 3 CID RCE HQ also noted that the VD rates had
been rising since wars end.

Meanwhile work continued on the repat camp. But slowly. One of the problems was the concrete mixer was too
small, so it took a long time to pour a floor. On August 14th it was decided to "winterize" the repat camp. This hadn't been
in the original plan. The buildings were poorly heated and lacked adequate insulation. So there was more work to do.



On August 16th Japan surrendered and “VJ” Day was declared a holiday. Work stopped and the GOC authorized
a rum issue of three ounces per man. As the weather was bad all the drinking and partying stayed indoors.

The next day rain again interfered with the pouring of concrete at the repat camp. On the 25th it was again noted
that a lack of stores was delaying the construction the camp.

At 2130 hrs on August 28th a platoon jeep was stolen from in front of the barracks Thus activating the usual courts
of inquiry etc., which ended when the Provost found the missing vehicle on the 30th - slightly damaged and a bit wobbly
but still a jeep.

August 31st was the Dutch Queen Wilhelmena's birthday. This was her first public birthday celebration since she
returned from exile in Canada on June 28th. The Dutch were dancing in the streets with the Canadians joining in.

By early September the 1st Division was moving through the repat camp and everything was going smoothly. And
as long as the weather on the Channel held and ships were available, the troops went through in a steady stream.

Many rumours about repat were floating around. All leaves to England had been cancelled. This gave rise to hopes
that the unit would move soon. Then on September 6th it was announced that the first repats of people with between 130
and 150 pts would happen shortly. Two days later all leaves were cancelled due to impending repats. There was much
speculation at the unit level. On September 10th word arrived that 3rd Div. hoped to start moving by the 25th.

As it was impossible to finish work on the repat camp by the 25th it was decided to work another hour each day so
the camp could be finished early. Word was then received that the 3 CID engineers would not move until the 30th so they
could finish the repat camp.

The QM was also busy in the last days turning in all equipment that could be spared from the work at the repat
camp. Controlled stores such as rifles, pistols, compasses and watches were recalled and nearly every day a truckload of
equipment left the QM stores for the ADOS dump at Grave.

Then on September 12th the first repat draft of 17 men, all with over 130 pts, left for Canada. They included the
OR clerk, postman, shoemaker and RAP corporal. The next day a second repat draft with Lt Gemmel and 28 ORs left.

Administration was in chaos. Many of the experienced staff had left on the two repat drafts to be replaced by new
inexperienced men. Unit strength was now down to 135 all ranks so a reorganization was in order. The unit was reduced
from three platoons to two. And despite all the problems, work continued at the repat camp. Then word arrived that the
unit's repat was postponed indefinitely.

On September 15th the unit took Saturday afternoon and all of Sunday off. Weekend passes were again given for
Amsterdam and Antwerp. However nobody seemed much interested in leave as the departure time was getting closer. Then
on September 16th the unit was told that leave to Paris and the UK was back on. And with that news people became highly
sceptical about when their repat would occur.

On September 25th the unit got rid of most of the unnecessary vehicles when they returned eight of the 60-cwits.
They were now down to only 19 vehicles, plus two Ingersoll Compressors.

Morale took a further hit on September 28th when the QM was asked for a
supply of winter underwear and greatcoats. It looked like they might be spending another
winter in Holland. Then on October 1st 3 CID RCE HQ received word the repat move
would not happen before 31 Oct. The first week of October proceeded as usual with the
work at the repat camp again held up due to a lack of materials. The work on the big
Romny hut was suspended until someone decided as to whether it was to be raised one
foot higher or left as is. Wl ~ .

In mid October word arrived that they would move into a repat camp on October CQMS Flatt, Trixie and CSM
30th. Major Nicholl, who was leaving on an earlier repat draft, was to be replaced by  Willigen
Major A. W Jones. Documentation to change from an operational unit to a draft number
started. The Orderly room then became a hive of activity. QM parades were held to ensure that everyone was fully equipped
for the moves back to England and then to Canada.

>’



On October 23rd Maj Jones arrived and was appointed as the OC of 6 FC RCE. His job was to take the 6th back to
Canada. Two days later the last Company dance was held in Nijmegen. After the dance CSM Willigen, and CQMS Flatt,
took a quick trip to Rotterdam to make a last call on the Sgt. Major’s parents. In honour of this event the baker, who had

supplied the dances with cakes and cookies, provided the CSM with a decorated cake for
his mother. The Company jeep, that had been recovered from a canal in Holland, made

BACK TO the trip and both men were back Monday morning for the move to the repat camp on
CIVIL LIFE Wednesday.

And to make things even more confusing, Major Jones was told he had court

Dropared martial duty on Tuesday. Despite everything, stores were turned in, vehicles passed over
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to the RCASC, the last rations were drawn and the barracks were cleaned. Any extra kit
was given to the local population and the 6th Field Company was ready for the move.

On October 29th 1945 the last entry was made in the War Diary. The next day
the 6th became Draft CU 578-MD 11 and was placed under command of the repat camp
they had just finished building.

From the repat camp at Nijmegen, the draft went back through Holland, Belgium
and France. Back to Calais and then over the channel to Dover. On November 4th they
crossed to the south of England. They arrived on the eve of Guy Fawkes Day where the
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bonfires and fireworks reminded them that blackout was over. Back to a former training
camp, now a repat camp, which was home until sailing day.

Then across the Atlantic, aboard the Monarch of Bermuda. This was a first-class
ship, having provision for 830 first-class passengers. There was no second or third class.
She had been built for Furness, Withy & Co, in 1931 and in 1939 was converted to a
troopship and operated by the Ministry of War Transport.

Back to Halifax, cold and bleak looking. Back to a Canadian train with its large coaches, dining cars and
comfortable berths. December 17th in Montreal. Back across Canada. On December 20th sixty men, known as Draft CU
578-MD 11, the 6th Field Company, Royal Canadian Engineers, Canadian Army Active, arrived in Vancouver.

Second of the Sixth

Organization of the Canadian Army Occupation Force, started on 16 June 45. It would number 25,000 men and
consist of the reconstituted 3rd Canadian Infantry Division. By 11 Jul 45, 3rd Canadian Infantry Division (C.A.O.F.), had
taken over an area in North-West Germany previously occupied by other Canadian formations. Brigades and units of the
reorganized division, which came under command of 30th Corps District, bore the distinguishing prefix "2" before their
respective numbers.

July 1 was a busy day. Personnel, vehicles and stores were continuously for the 2nd of the 6th. The vehicles being
transferred from the 6th had a white border painted around the 6th's tac sign (a white 49 on a blue background) to indicate
that they were the 2nd of the 6th. The strength of the new unit was to be 211 and the first officers were Capt (A/Maj) Walker
H Kayes, Capt J Burgoin, Lt Arthur S Michell, Lt R Mcintosh, Lt David T Nagle and Lt WL Thompson. The CSM was
D17127 WOII F Hume.

By July 4 preparations were complete. The necessary
vehicles had been transferred from the 2/6th. The new tac signs were
painted on the vehicles. Stores were loaded. Drivers were trained and
assigned to vehicles. Capt Burgoin arrived as the new 2 i/c. The 2nd
of the 6th was operational.

At 10 AM on July 5 the company left for Aurich Germany.
There they found good barracks and spent the next few days cleaning
them and settling in.

At this time the major tasks facing the engineers were
repairing roads, building accommaodations, destroying German military installations, removing minefields and building
bridges. The northern part of the Canadian area was low-lying country, cut by rivers, canals and drainage ditches. Bridges,
many over major water obstacles, had been destroyed. There was a lot of debris to be cleared. The bridgework included
constructing bridges, strengthening others, and increasing clearance under other bridges so as boats, barges and ships could
pass underneath.

6 Cdn Fd Coy RCE Tac Sign  2/6 Cdn Fd Coy RCE Tac Sign



Each Divisional engineer company had a different mission. The
2/6 Canadian Field Company was in Leer and mainly worked on bridging.
The 2/16 Canadian Field Company was at Varel where they first built
accommodations and then worked on the destruction of German bunkers,
;fortification, batteries and radar towers. The 2/18 Canadian Field Company
i was at Oldenburg. They first did mine clearance, then built Displaced
« Persons camps and finally worked on airfields. The 2/3 Canadian Field Park
Company and the 2/3 Canadian Division Bridging Platoon were at Rostrup
Airfield and supported the three field companies.

On July 11 the 2/6 received its orders. They were to maintain 7 Bailey
Bridges and 2 Bailey Pontoon Bridges. They were also to dismantle 2
Bailey Bridges and a Bailey Pontoon Bridges. Plus they were to build 2 high
{ level bridges one at Nieuweschans on the Dutch border and the second on
the Leer-Papenburg road over the Leda River.

Then on July 13 they were ordered out of Aurich and into "not so
nice" barracks in Leer.

The second half of July they built and dismantled Bailey bridges.
in addition, they demolished some pill boxes and repaired a 6 mile long perimeter fence around the town of Emden. The
fence was mainly repaired by German PWSs under the 6th’s supervision.

In August they were ordered to build a semi-permanent bridge over the Ems River at Leerort. It would consist of
Bailey spans on pile piers. They spent most of August lowering other Bailey bridges on divisional routes to give level ramps
and removing German bombs buried under roads as demolition charges.

The major event for the month was the 30th Corps Swimming Meet. Maj Kayes was in charge of the Canadian
team and won 4 events. He had previously been a competition diver. In other words "He was
aringer."

September was mainly work with very little play. To make up for it and provide
somewhere to relax "The 49 Club" was opened in a small local cafe. The number 49 had two
different meanings. It referred both to the unit's tactical sign and the fact that 50 overseas points
were required for repatriation.

Early winter found the unit with only a small fuel ration and poorly insulated barracks.
So it was not a happy crew. But around about this time the rules regarding fraternizing with

the Germans eased and weekly dances were inaugurated. Morale immediately improved. §  NIMEGAN HOLLAND
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weather, icy conditions and the lack of efficient pile drivers made this an arduous and 5 i

dangerous job. Continuous rains made the approaches a bog. Despite delays in securing o

materials for the semi-permanent bridge at Leerort and problems with the pile-driver work proceeded, be it slowly.

On December 25 the Christmas dinner was prepared by the unit cooks and served by the officers and Sergeants to
the men. And the December 31st New Year's Eve Dance, to which the local German girls had been invited, was a great
success. Things were getting better.

Then things started going wrong. On January 11 the Bailey Pontoon bridge at Leerort sank in a gale. It would have
to be salvaged. Ice on the Leda River also threatened the new high-level bridge, as fenders had not yet been installed around
the piers. To keep the ice away from the piers a small ice-breaker was obtained. It wasn't very effective.

On 19 January, a floating crane operated by civilians salvaging the sunken pontoon bridge at Leerort was wrecked
by a negligent operator. Nor did the semi-permanent bridge on the Ems escape. That night ice broke three piles in one of
the piers. On January 23 five more piles snapped off. The only route now open to 2/7 Canadian Reconnaissance Regiment
was via Lingen. This involved a long turnaround and considerable waste of time and transport.

Ferries could not operate until the ice cleared in early February. A Class 18 raft was then put into operation. It did
not operate for long. On 24 February the tides and a gale tore a civilian barge loose from its anchors and drove it into the
moored raft. The raft sank. It was replaced and back in operation on February 27th.

By now everyone was aware the unit would be disbanded and the men repatriated sometime soon. In early March
they were told they would move out with the 2/8 Bde. All work stopped on the high level bridge at Ems. It was then known
that when the Canadians left Germany the British Army on the Rhine would not require a route at this point. All efforts now
focused on the pontoon bridge at Leer. At the same time the 2/6 Cdn Fd Coy took over some of the demolition work from
2/16 Cdn Fd Coy in the Lera area.



On March 7 the crating and turning-in of stores began and on March 30 the unit completed loading 1000 tons of
surplus and used bridging onto 150 rail cars.

On April 17 the unit was inspected by Maj Gen Vokes the 2/3 CID commander. Two days later they burned their
straw bedding and moved to the "Maple" transit camp. On April 21 they left the *Maple" transit camp and at 1000 hrs arrived
at the docks in Cuxhaven Germany. They then embarked on SS Clan Lamont. At 1700 hrs the next day they landed at the
Tilbury docks in England and by midnight were settled into No 4 repat camp in Farnborough.

On April 23 1946 2/6 Fd Coy was disbanded in England. Embarkation of the last of the CAOF force was completed
on 8 Jun 46.

Lieutenant Roger Francis Cauley (1915-1945)

Roger was born on November 7th, 1915 to Thomas Joseph Cauley, a farmer, and his
wife Anna in Toledo Ontario. In 1936 he graduated from the University of Ontario with a
B.A.(Sc.) and in 1938 received his M.A. in English and History. While finishing his M.A. he
worked in the Post Office in Ottawa. His hobbies included chemistry and photography and he
could speak both French and English.

After completing his Masters he worked as a miner in the Buffalo-Ankerite Mine in
South Porcupine but within a few months was hired as a mining engineer (surveyor) by the
Hollinger Gold Mines in Timmins Ontario. He worked there until January 1942 when he joined
_ | the Canadian Army as an Engineer officer.

1 He completed his basic officer training in April and was transferred to the Engineer
training centre in Pettawawa Ontario. On June 20th 1942 he married Madeline Eleanor
MacNamara of Timmins Ontario and shortly after was promoted to Lieutenant.

He remained in Canada for the next 6 months and went overseas on December 29th 1942, On his arrival in England
he first went to the CERU and it was there in April of 1943 he learnt of the birth of his son Roger in Kingston Ontario. He
remained with the CERU until June when he was transferred to 18 Field Coy R.C.E.. He stayed with them until October
22nd 1943 when he transferred to 6 Field Company.

He landed on the Normandy beaches on June 6th 1944 and served with the 6th in France, Belgium, Holland and
Germany. On February 8th 1945 Operation Veritable began. No. 2 Platoon moved forward to build a 50-ft SS Bailey bridge
over a road washout near the village of Zyfflich. It was an overcast day. The infantry had been through earlier and it was
thought the area was clear of Germans. A few snipers had remained hidden and been missed. Lieutenant Roger Cauley and
Spr Arthur Buck were both shot in the back and killed instantly.

They were buried in the Nijmegan Canadian Military Cemetery in Holland. Roger Cauley was a well liked and
respected officer. After the war the Hollinger Gold Mines had promised to hire him back and he was thinking about
becoming a math teacher. He never lived to see his son.

Accident on the Scrambling Course
1615 Hours 16 March 1945

By mid March 1945 the 6™ had withdrawn from the front and one job they were given
was to prepare a scrambling course for the training of assault pioneers in the Reichwald Forest
near the city of Cleve.

The project went to 3 platoon under the command of Lt William A. Moore. The first part
of the day proceeded uneventfully, with the platoon blowing either 15 or 19 craters (the witness
statements varied). The craters were arranged so the assault pioneers couldn’t bypass a felled tree
obstacle. After the last crater it was discovered that they had to blow 2 or 3 more to finish the
obstacle and that they had used up all the explosives in the halftrack. Lt Moore left to pick up
more explosives and placed Sgt Stuart Allen Spiers in charge.

Earlier Sgt Spiers had noted that there was a partially built German dugout nearby. He
remembered that there were four unused German tellermines on the ground nearby. After Lt ggt SA Spiers
Moore left Sgt Spiers discussed it with Cpl William Levi Froats and they decided to use the
German mines. What happened next is described in one of the witness statements.

“Cpl Froats entered and asked for two men to go get some tellermines. L/Cpl Chilton and Spr Miller L.A.
volunteered and Cpl Froats showed them where they were. The two men returned in about 15 minutes carrying two mines
each. As they appeared with the mines L/Sgt Spiers and Cpl Froats left the switch house and walked over to the job. When
L/Sgt Spiers and Cpl Froats were about 6 feet from the two men carrying the mines (they were standing on opposite sides




of a small crater about 4 feet in diameter) L/Cpl Chilton bent over to put down his two mines and | saw a flash. As soon as
I saw the flash I ran out of the door of the switch house and saw the body of L/Sgt Spiers flying towards me. | examined all
of the bodies and found them to be dead. There was one unexploded tellermine lying beside Spr Miller L.A.”.

Statement by K29003 Cpl Greenwood H.J.

A few minutes later Lt Moore returned.

The next day Maj J.F. McDougall ordered a Court of Inquiry. It was chaired by Capt John Neil Mustard. Statements
were taken from Lt Moore and a number of the Cpls and Sprs who had been on-site.

At that time the drill for disposing of an enemy anti-tank mine was to leave the fuse inside the mine, carry it to a
safe place and destroy it by using a small explosive charge. This was exactly what they tried to do. What Capt Mustard
believed was that either the shear wires for the mines had been weakened by the blasts from localized shelling and/or
corrosion. This made one of the mine fuses sensitive and caused it to explode.

It was therefore the decision of the court that all of the men were on duty when the accident occurred and that there
was no contributing negligence on the part of either Sgt Spiers or any others.

Lieutenant Neville Whitney Davis Mann M.C. (1913-2000)

Neville was born in North Esk New Brunswick on March 17, 1913. He graduated from the
University of New Brunswick with a Bachelor of Science in Civil Engineering in 1937. After the
war started he joined the Royal Canadian Engineers as a Lieutenant. He was sent to Europe and on
February 12 1945 he joined 6 FC RCE as a replacement officer.

On 10 April 1945 the 6th was supporting the Royal Winnipeg Rifles in the assault crossing of
the Ship Beek River in Holland. For his actions that day he was awarded the Military Cross. The
citation reading:

On 10 April 1945 Lieutenant Mann of 6 Cdn Field Company, RCE was detailed to be in
charge of an engineer party in support of 7 Cdn Inf Bde in their crossing of the SHIP BEEK River
approx 2 miles SOUTH EAST of DEVENTER, Holland. He was with the forward infantry battalion,
the Royal Winnipeg Rifles and it was imperative that an improvised crossing be constructed at
MR956082. Lieut. Mann in full view of the enemy who were about 25 yards away proceeded to
construct this improvised bridge. With only small arms fire to cover him this officer braved the enemy fire which consisted
of machine gun, rifle and grenade fire and succeeded in erecting a bridge of planks so that the infantry could cross and
proceed with the advance of the 7 Cdn Inf Bde. It is without doubt that but for Lieut. Mann’s courageous and daring act the
attack could not have gone through and any delay would have been costly. The infantry thus inspired by Lieut. Mann’s
disregard for his own personal safety and his bravery crossed over the bridge and succeeded in their attack. Their
admiration for this engineer officer will long be remembered in the Royal Winnipeg Rifles.

Recommended for award by the OC of the Royal Winnipeg Rifles

His time with the 6th wouldn't be long. At 0200 hrs on the morning of 23 April 1945 near Ecksta Holland Lt Neville
Mann, L/Sgt Joseph William Bryan and Spr Michael Maxinovitch were wounded by shrapnel while clearing mines. They
were evacuated to a field hospital and Neville never returned to the 6th.

He was repatriated to Canada and married Gertrude Jane Derrick of Ottawa in 1945. They immigrated to the United
States and became American citizens. For the rest of his working life he was the resident engineer in the design firms of
Metcalf & Eddy and Stone & Webster where he supervised the construction of the runways at the Gander Air Base in
Newfoundland as well as dams, power generating facilities and sewer systems. He was an avid outdoorsman and loved to
hunt and fish.

He retired to Bangor Maine and passed away on November 28, 2000. He was survived by his wife, a son and a
daughter.
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