
Chapter 10 Training for War 

 

 On October 12th 1941 the unit moved to two large estates near the village of Worlpesdon in Sussex England. This 

was their first large controlled convoy since arriving in England. Once settled in all the officers (less Major Jermyn) were 

detached on bridging, camouflage and field engineering courses. At the same time most of the NCOs went on refresher 

courses. The theory being that, once the officers and NCOs were trained, they could train the men.  

 When they returned most of November was taken up with a Company bridging course. Training was done on floating 

bridges, pontoon rafts and folding boat equipment at Pangbourne, on the Thames south shore, west of London. Training 

alongside them were the Free Czechoslovak Army's engineers, 8 of whose officers were entertained by the 6 Field officers on 

the 24th in the mess. Most spoke pretty good English.  A couple of days later the 6th beat the Czechs in a pontoon race. 

Training ended on the 29th and back to Worlpesdon they went. But they weren’t there long. 

     
Inglis and Kapok bridges under construction (6FESMA) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

George Hotel - The "Sappers Local" in Pangbourne (6FESMA) 

   

    On December 1st the unit again moved by convoy to two large houses near Horsham in West Sussex which were to 

be their winter quarters. Company HQ was in an old English home known as “Selhurst,” while the three platoons were 

quartered at “Newells”—an old three-storey stone school with over 50 rooms, located roughly a mile from HQ.  

 The next few days were spent preparing the billets for winter and organizing platoon training. An excellent spot for 

folding boat and rafting training was found at Newells’ Pond, close by the platoon billets. While a second bridging site at 

Billingshurst, roughly 8 miles southwest of Horsham, was used for training in single box girder bridges. 

 On December 8th 1941 Japan attacked Pearl Harbor. America was in the war. At the same time Japan attacked Hong 

Kong where two battalions of Canadian infantry were garrisoned. Canada and Britain were now fighting Japan.  

 Things slowed down a few days before Christmas. The big social event of December 1941 being Xmas dinner. This 

was their first Xmas dinner in England. As the soldiers arrived  parcels and cigarettes from the Sappers’ Auxiliary in 

Vancouver were given to the men. Dinner was served at 1300 hrs in the Men's Mess. By placing tables and chairs in the 

hallway at Newell's it was possible to serve everyone at once. Turkey wasn’t available but roast pork with apple sauce was. 

Accompaning the pork was creamed potatoes and carrots, with mince pie and Xmas pudding (with sauce) for desert. After 



dinner came the sing-a-long followed by listening to the Kings's speech at 1500. At 1930 the officers reconvened for a mess 

dinner where they hosted a few civilian friends from the neighborhood.   
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 After New Year the unit spent most of January and February of 1942 training on bridges, with the occasional route 

march thrown in.  One of the high points was on January 5th when CSM Thomas and L/Sgt McBride assisted a company of 

the Winnipeg Rifles on an exercise by electrically detonating gelignite sticks to simulate artillery. They succeeded in breaking 

a bren gun carrier's headlight with a blast. They also discovered that one stick of gelignite will partially cut a bren gun carrier 

track. In late January the weather worsened and the lake where they did their floating bridge training froze over effectively 

putting an end to the raft and watermanship training.  

 In February there was an acute coal shortage. As most of the stoves were coal fired and it was below freezing, 

foraging parties were sent out to find firewood. Since standing trees couldn't be cut, only fallen branches and trees could be 



collected and chopped up.  

 However, there were already signs the Company would occupy another spot in the summer. Major Jermyn made an 

inspection of a proposed tented camp area south of Horsham at Marlpost Wood. As usual they were told  that being engineers 

they had to install all their own facilities.  

 So, on April 22nd 1942 tentage was drawn and on the next day erected in the unit’s summer camp at Marlpost Wood. 

Something new had been added, namely a 79-ft. Nissen hut, plans for which had sprouted in the mind of Sgt. Maddy. It was 

hoped to use this not only as a dining room for the whole company but as a general purpose room for lectures and 

entertainment. By May 5th the cooking ranges were installed and the first meal served in the elongated Nissen hut, now known 

as "Maddy's Special". It was officially opened with a gala celebration that included an issue of free beer, free cigarettes and 

free entertainment. 

 This was a very comfortable camp, but within two days the Company left for Exercise "Beaver IV," leaving a rear 

party in Marlpost Wood under CQMS Flatt and Sgt. Adams with 11 sappers. Beaver IV lasted five days.  Conditions were as 

realistic as possible with the most important lesson being that, if it was cold and wet enough, it was possible to be issued a 

"RUM" ration. This was first issued at 2145 hours on May 12th to a wet and miserable group of sappers and reportedly did 

much to make the rest of the night more endurable.  

 The Company however did not return to Marlpost Wood at the end on Beaver IV. Corps had decided that the units 

in the 3rd Division would trade locations with the corresponding units in the 2nd Division. So the 11th Field Company, RCE 

moved into Marlpost Wood and took over “Maddy’s Special”. The 6th moved into the country near Halland in East Sussex. 

Some little confusion was experienced by both companies before the exchange was finished. 

 In their new location, the Company was badly split up. HQ and No. 1 Platoon were at Annan House, a fairly pleasant 

spot. No. 2 Platoon were billeted at Vine Farm two miles away and No. 3 was to the south in Laughton. No 3 platoon were 

considered to be the lucky ones as there was a pleasant pub just across the street.  

 The 6th was no sooner settled in when on May 21st 1942 Exercise "TIGER" started. Engineer duties on this exercise 

mainly consisted of mine laying and lifting, plus preparing demolitions for several bridges. The "enemy" troops were British 

Infantry who when they learned Canadian rations were better than theirs marched willingly into the POW cages. During 

TIGER the 6th moved continuously and became adept at quickly packing up and getting on the road. It was an important 

lesson. Later in France sudden German counter-attacks would force them on the road with little or no notice. On May 30th 

TIGER finished and the Company returned to Arran House, Vine Farm and Laughton. 

 While most of the Company was on TIGER, a work party under Sgt. G. Woods was clearing a passageway at Seaford 

from the main road down to an ocean beach, which was to be cleared of mines and other obstructions. It was dangerous work. 

Just a month before, on April 28th, members of the 6th had attended the funeral for two sappers from the 18th killed on a 

similar project.  

 After TIGER two local engineer training centres were set up. At Plashett Park, a 3rd Div. Engineers bridging school 

was opened, while a demolitions and booby trapping school was opened in an old quarry not far from Lewes. Both were to 

operate without interruption until the 3rd Division left the area, with the various engineer companies rotating between the 

training centres. 

 
Meanwhile work continued on the beach clearance at Seaford. Another important lesson was learned there. Major 

Jermyn and CSM Thomas decided to destroy a mine found on the beach on June 19th. Much to everyone' surprise the 

explosion of the one mine caused the sympathetic detonation of 11 nearby mines. The mines were only 5 to 6 feet apart. 

Fortunately no damage resulted and no one was injured by the wave of blasts. 

 In June the bridging school at Plashett Park received some of the first Bailey bridges and training started immediately. 

And although they didn’t know then, most of the bridges they would later build in Europe would be Baileys. 



 
Newhaven Beach where on June 29th 1942  6 FC  destroyed 32 mines. 

Craters are at the base of the cliff in the lower center (6 FESMA) 

 
 Meanwhile the beach clearing job at Seaford and Newhaven continued apace and on June 29th, 1942, Major Jermyn, 

Capt. Murphy, CSM Thomas and Cpl. Crowhurst destroyed the last 32 mines at Seaford in situ. A stick of gelegtite was placed 

on each mine and detonated. In some cases the mines failed to explode and only the striker mechanism was destroyed. At 

2230 hrs they left the beach. They had been on the project for two months and hadn't had any casualties.   

 The next day, on the 30th,  a bridging demonstration was put on for the Chief Engineer of the Canadian Corps. It 

consisted of an assault water crossing, moving anti-tank guns across a lake on a cable-way, plus building a Class 40 Bailey 

bridge, a Class 9 FBE bridge and a SBG bridge. It reportedly went well. 

 Training on bridging continued and on July 9th, Lt.-Col. Storms and Brig. Melville visited the training area. The 6th 

Field Company then finished their course with a two-day bridging exercise.  

 Most of the Company then moved to the quarry at Mailings Hill on the East side of Lewes in East Sussex. There 

they set up camp at the Demolition School and then spent several days cutting steel, using explosives. And like the bridging 

school they had visitors.  On July 16th, Major-General Hertzberg, another senior Engineer officer and his party arrived to 

watch a demolition demonstration. A crater was blown using 160 lbs. of ammonal that blew a hole 20 ft. across and 9 ft. deep. 

A battery of "fougasse" drums were then set off causing a brilliant display of flame 80 ft. long and 15 ft. high. 

 The unit then returned to the beach at Newhaven. Cpl. Meek was given the honour of using one of the new Polish 

mine detectors, as three lanes 20 feet wide had to be cleared of mines. This was to allow repairs to be done on the sea wall.  

 The demolition training at Mailings Hill went on until the start Exercise "HAROLD," that lasted from July 25th to 

the 31st 1942. After Harold the Company reassembled at Annan House. 

 On August 2nd a  recce party left for Parham Park which they were to take over from the 1st Division. The advance 

party left their old billets in Annan House on August 5th and the Company followed on August 7th, leaving a rear party to 

hand over Annan House to the incoming unit. 

 At Parham Park personnel lived in tents with a few Nissen huts for the Orderly Room, QM stores and cookhouses. 

All three of the Division's Field Companies were side by side with the the 3rd Field Park Company at Pullboro, about six 

miles away.  

  
Parham Park Summer Tented Camp and Manor House 

 



 Parham Park was a large country estate with a manor house. Several herds of deer roamed the unfenced grounds and 

drivers had to be extra cautious as the deer were very tame. At least one was killed.  On August 13th a deer jumped in front 

of Spr. Winkelman's motorcycle., breaking its neck. The gamekeeper gave the deer to the unit cooks and venison appeared 

on the menu.  The HQ for 3rd Div. Engineers was set up in one half of the manor house, while the Pearson family lived in the 

other half, taking in old governesses, relations and friends stranded by the war. Attached to the manor was a large enclosed 

garden, which occasionally supplied the engineers, over the next year, with fresh vegetables and fruit. 

 Shortly after arriving at Parham Park the 6th received their "Baptism of Fire" when it passed through an assault area 

at The Battle School. There the instructors used live ammunition that whistled and buzzed over the  crawling Engineers. At 

the same time the instructors tossed thunderflashes to simulate grenades and artillery fire. As Sam Flatt said in his book "No 

one has any idea of just how high into the air one's posterior extends until an attempt to lower it to a safe height is made, 

when crawling through a field of fire." 

 A section under Lt. Mills then went back to Worthing for yet another beach mine clearing job. This time they had to 

clear an area around a sea-going tug that had beached 8 months before and was to be salvaged. Over the next month more 

mines were destroyed. The blast waves broke windows in nearby Worthing. In the end  Lt Mills's team was successful and 

the tug salvaged.  

 On September 2nd  a bridging competition was put on for high ranking Army and Corps officers plus the Canadian 

Press. The competition was between 6th Field Company and the 16th Field Company from Montreal. The Easterners won by 

just over one minute. 

 Work and training continued for the rest of September ending with a another bridging exercise over the wet gap at 

Greatham, where an assault crossing was demonstrated before Lt.-Col. Storms, the 3rd Division CRE. 

 On October 1st CQMS Flatt and his helpers collected all the blankets in camp, rolled them in bundles of ten, 

proceeded to the Army Mobile Laundry at Dorking returning the same day with an equal number of fresh, clean blankets. 

This was the first time this had been done as this was a new unit with new equipment.  It was very much welcomed by the 

troops as they could get a regular exchange of bedding.  

 In early October Imperial Chemical Industries planned to hold an explosive demonstration at Wigginhold Common. 

The Sixth was tasked  to both build the fortifications and targets that were to be demolished and to prepare the observation 

posts.  One of the targets was a reinforced concrete wall 30 ft. long, 6 ft. thick and 6 ft. high. The erection of the obstacles and 

safety posts was turned over to Sgt. Sinclair for completion. The demonstration took place on October 8th. It showed the 

effectiveness of the newly developed "Beehive" shaped charge on concrete fortifications. The charge concentrated all it's 

force in one spot and was able to punch a hole through the 6 ft thick concrete wall. The concussion effect inside a pill box 

would have been devastating.  

 All the local defence installations in this area were then turned over to the Company for inspection and repairs. These 

included road blocks, fougasse fire traps and the Brighton and Worthing piers. Both piers had been prepared for demolition 

in case of a German landing and were fully charged with explosives. They were also extensively booby trapped and mined. 

Making inspections of these structures was a slow and dangerous process.  

 Work then started on erecting winter housing at Parham Park . All three Companies were to have identical layouts. 

Work officer was to be Lt. P. R. Jacks who was attached to us from No. 1 CERT. With the arrival of the building materials, 

work started. Training ceased and hut construction was given top priority. The huts were Tarran huts. These were made from 

partially prefabricated curved sections. The sections were made of cement mixed with sawdust. They were built from the 

ground level and when the two walls met at the top they formed an elliptical shape that looked like a well-settled haystack. 

The joints were then cemented watertight. the ends filled in, windows and doors fitted and it was finished. 

         
Tarran Hut and 6 Field Company RCE winter quarters at Parham Park Sussex. 

 

 A flurry of excitement came to camp on October 26th when a single low-flying German aircraft circled the camp at 



200 ft. with its bomb doors open. This caught the unit completely off guard as the Brigade armourers were in camp and every 

weapon had been turned in for inspection. There wasn't a single weapon available to take a shot at the German. Fortunately 

the German continued on his way and dropped four small bombs roughly a mile from camp on the outskirts of Storrington. 

There were no casualties and the damage was pretty small.  

   
Vehicle Maintenance Garage and unidentified sappers with jeep at Parham Park (Ford) 

  

 As the weather was getting worse construction of the Tarran huts speeded up. On November 6th, 240 single beds were drawn 

from Ordnance. These were converted into bunk beds by using angle iron pickets, hand-made rivets cut from quarter-inch rod 

and compressor tools. Construction advanced quickly and on November 15th 1942 the men moved out of tents into the Tarran 

Huts. Winter had arrived. 

 There was however, still time for training. On Armistice Day, 

November 11th, Cpl Emmerson was in charge of a rafting 

demonstration where a 6 pdr Anti-tank gun was ferried across a river on 

recce boats. One of the boats hit a snag, was punctured and the gun sank 

to the bottom of the river. The winch on a 30 cwt truck was used to 

recover the gun and it resurfaced relatively undamaged.   

 The rest of November and much of December was spent 

finishing the various camp buildings. Some work was also done inside 

the Manor house to accommodate HQ personnel. This was the first time 

since Oliver Cromwell in the 17th Century that troops had been billeted 

in the Manor.                            Lt John (Jughead) Miller with unit's first jeep 

 On December 8th a unit party went to London to record a broadcast for Canada. This time the Company orchestra 

consisted of Chudlcy, Giddins, Gregg, Wilson, Cowling and Bloxham who put on a 10-minute program of musical selections 

and CQMS Flat who recorded an address as the Company reporter. 

 Christmas 1942 was approaching. On  Christmas eve the officers and senior NCOs held their mess dinners. Then on 

Christmas morning  everyone, except for some cooks, attended Divine Service. The unit Christmas Dinner started at 1215 

hours. Considering the rationing in effect in Britain  the results were impressive. The menu consisted of roast turkey, pork 

chops, boiled ham, mashed creamed potatoes, brussels sprouts, cakes, cookies, tea,  coffee and lots of free beer. Passes were 

then issued to anyone who wanted one.  

 On December 29th the Christmas celebrations continued. The Sappers put on a children's Christmas party for roughly 

300 local children. The children were picked up by Unit transport and looked after by their "Pro tem foster fathers". Toys 

made by the Unit tradesmen in their spare time were presented to the children. The English children were then stuffed with 

refreshments and candy and returned home. 

 The day before, on December 28th,  an advance party under Lt R.H. Walker left for Scotland. With the holidays  

over, preparations began on December 30th for the unit's first training in combined amphibious operations. With the exception 

of Cpl Thomas's small rear party of seven men, the Company, with a few of their vehicles, left by train for Scotland on New 

Years Day 1943. The trip was uneventful except for a fire in one of 2 section's 15 cwt trucks, while it was aboard the train. 

Quick action by the troops on the train prevented the fire from spreading and the only things destroyed were the vehicle 

tarpaulin and camouflage net. At 1515 hours on the 2nd the Company arrived at Dundonald Camp Scotland. There was no 

hot water in the Nissen Huts, an  inadequate fuel supply and each hut had to hold 20 men. Theey were cold and crowded.  

 And although the weather was wet and cold the training was interesting and varied. The sections rotated through 

different tasks over the first week.  They took turns constructing beach exits, erecting water supply points, moving men and 

supplies up steep banks and cliffs and firing demolition charges on the beaches. Instruction was given in the laying of 

Sommerfeld track to help vehicles move over the beaches. And everything was practiced again and again. And to liven things 

up, and disrupt the training, simulated attack runs were made on the work parties by the Mustangs, Hurricanes, Lysanders, 

Ansons, Catalinas and Spitfires from the nearby Dundonald Landing Field. 



  Starting on the 11th  of January 1943 the sections took turns landing from the LCVs.  This went on for next few 

days. On the 12th  Spr. Tortorelli was pushed under the water during a landing exercise. He survived but his rifle was officially 

reported as "lost in action". 

 At 0430 hrs on the 14th Exercise "Well Over" started. It was in effect the graduation exercise. The 6th deployed as 

a company with sections clearing routes off the beach, demolishing obstacles, setting up water points and erecting expedient 

bridges. It was on the 14th that they had their first taste of compo rations.  Compo rations came in a case and each case could 

feed 14 men for a day. In the case was corned beef, beans, sardines, bacon, biscuits, milk, tea, sugar and jam as well as canned 

heat to warm the rations. 

            
Aerial photos taken of 6 Field Coy R.C.E during Ex Well Over January 14 1943 

 At 1615 hrs on the 16th the Company finally left Dundonald by train and returned to Parham Park. Arriving on the 

morning of January 17th.  They then spent the next two days cleaning stores. 

 On February 1st the unit received the new war establishment for RCE Field Companies. Vehicle, radio and weapon 

allocation was increased. Sub-sections became sections and sections became platoons. This brought the engineer organization 

and equipment more into line with the infantry battalions they were supporting.  

 Then on February 17th a new Officer Commanding finally replaced Major Jermyn. He was Major Bert Sucharov. 

Bert was originally from Winnipeg and in the 1930s had trained alongside Jermyn at Dundurn. His specialty was assault 

training and combined operations. He had been placed in command of the beach assault engineers for the Dieppe raid. During 

the raid he was wounded by gunshots in both the knee and neck. It was there he received the MBE and the nickname "The 

Mad Major" for his reckless courage under fire. 

 Bert's first exercise as the new OC was "Spartan" that started on February 28th in southern England. This was a two 

week exercise which according to The Times was the largest offensive exercise ever held in England. In all ten Divisions 

including 4 Armoured Divisions participated. Virtually the entire Canadian Army in England took part as well as large 

numbers of British and other Allied troops . Supply lines, reinforcements, signals, engineers and POW cages operated as if in 

the advance. The entire exercise was conducted during a pleasant English spring with no rain and cold nights.   

     
Above - 6 Field Coy R.C.E on Exercise Spartan March 1943. Below CSM Thomas and Capt Murphy far left England 1943 (6FESMA) 

 For Spartan CQMS Sam Flatt, with a 60 cwt., a 30 cwt. and a motorcycle were sent to the 

2nd Echelon where he commanded all the 3rd Divisional Engineers there. Under Flatt's  

command was 8 vehicles, 4 motorcycles and 20 ORs.  The Divisional 2nd echelon had to 

resupply three field companies and a park company at night over unfamiliar, unsigned and  

unlit roads. It often was also necessary to change routes when drivers came to a bridge 

marked "Blown" by the umpires. As for the Company, it followed the 3rd Division advance 

establishing water points, constructing bridges most of them Single Box Girders. "Cease 

Fire" finally sounded on March 12th at 840 AM. By this time the company was north of 

Oxford in Buckinghamshire at Stony Stratford.  



 The next day the 6th moved back to Parkham Park in Sussex. After a few days cleaning up, training resumed on 

bridging, mine laying and lifting, booby trap laying and clearance, battle schools, assault courses plus rifle and bren gun 

practice.  

 On April 12th Major Sucharov was posted to Canadian Military HQ in London. Major Jermyn returned and 

temporarily resumed command of the 6th. Bert had only commanded the 6th for a little over two months.  

 On June 1st the troops were issued with No. 4 Lee-Enfield bolt action rifles, replacing their older model Lee-Enfields. 

Shortly after the first Sten machine carbines arrived. The Sten was a cheap weapon and had been ordered to supplement the 

Thompson sub-machine guns including the 8 held by the 6th. 

It was not liked and called "The Plumber's Nightmare" or the 

"Woolworth Weapon" after a chain of discount department 

stores. It had a lot of defects, the most notorious of which was 

an inefficient safety catch, which resulted in the occasional 

accidental discharge, sometimes with fatal results. They 

would also sometimes fire on automatic when set for single 

shot.  

 On June 6th work started on the largest Bailey Bridge ever constructed in England. It would involve all the engineers 

in the 3rd Division and all the 1st Canadian Corps bailey bridges. The plan was to build a 430 ft. bridge over the River Adur 

near Shoreham. The 6th did the initial site recce and design,  built the west ramp and constructed the 160 ft Double Triple 

centre span. The 16th constructed a Class 5 FBE bridge to get building material to the far bank as well as the east ramp. The 

18th built the approaches, bank seats and piers. Major Jermyn was placed in command and as he described it, "near disaster 

approached several times". Once, the anchor posts threatened to give way on soft ground. And then during the final launch it 

was feared the massive bridge would not hold together. However it was successfully launched, jacked onto its base plates and 

trafficked. The Major heaved a huge sigh of relief. A later report showed that the methods used in construction had cut the 

time needed from 888 man-hours to 720. This was partially due to a new technique, whereby three panels were bolted together 

on the ground then lifted into place using the derricks on the 3 ton bridging trucks. This bridge was Major Jermyn's last effort 

with the 6th. 

  

 
430 ft Bailey Bridge constructed by 3rd Division Engineers in June 1943 (6FESMA) 

         

Sten Machine Carbine 



 Unbeknownst to the soldiers of the 6th things were happening at Canadian Headquarters that would have a major 

impact on the 3rd Division, and the 6th.  On 3 July 1943, the commander of 1st Canadian Army informed the commander of 

1st Canadian Corps, that the 3rd Canadian Infantry Division had been selected for assault training in preparation for Operation 

OVERLORD, the invasion of France. Within a mater of weeks a four phase training program to prepare the 3rd Division 

began.  

 On July 12th 1943 Jermyn was posted as OC of No. 1 Workshop and Park Company RCE and a former 2 I/C of the 

6th, Major T. R. (Moose) Murphy took over as the OC.  Major Murphy was younger, had been born in Fysbad India and was 

a graduate of RMC. He had been mobilized in May 1940 and had first served with 18 Fd Coy. Murphy would command the 

6th for the next year and half and lead it through France and into Holland.  

 In late July and early August the 3rd's divisional and brigade staff began their assault training while the divisional 

engineers did minefield clearance.    

 In August the advance party of the 6th left for Scotland for the second phase of their assault training. They were 

followed on the 11th by the rest of the company under Major Murphy. They were there for more amphibious assault training 

for the 7th Brigade had been selected as one of the assault brigades for the D-Day landings. Their training proceeded 

accordingly.  

 It was a beautiful clear August day when the 6th arrived in Inverary, Scotland and moved into the Nissen huts in 

Castle Camp. On the 12th it started to rain. It then rained non-stop for the next two weeks. As Sam Flatt remarked "It was a 

dour damp land where even the hilltops were wet with a spongy mossy growth interspersed with clumps of heather." The 

irony lies in the fact the Loch on which they trained was Loch Fyne. Their training took place on five different beaches across 

the Loch from the village of Inverary. The beaches used were : No. 1 Bathaich Bain; No. 2 Ard na Slaite; No. 3 Ard na 

Gailich; No. 4 Ard Kinglas and No. 5 Rhuda Mor. 

 The 6th's first task was to prepare the beaches in readiness for the infantry assault landings. Explosive charges to 

simulate shell and mortar bursts were made up and placed while smoke pots were installed.  Wire obstacles, sea walls and 

dummy blockhouses were constructed.  With the obstacles finished the platoons were attached to their respective infantry 

battalions, landing with them in  a series of beach assaults. A small crew under Sgt Maddy remained on the beaches to maintain 

the defenses and fire the charges during the landings. The rest were with the assaulting infantry. Training steadily progressed 

from company-size schemes in dummy landing craft up to full-scale brigade exercises with artillery, engineer and all-arms 

support. With experience, the landings became more and more realistic with explosions in the water and on the beaches timed 

to detonate in the faces of the assaulting troops. These landings became increasingly complicated until live fire support was 

called in from naval guns. The navy then proceeded to land shells just ahead of the attacking forces with some shells coming 

from naval craft 2 miles away. 

  
Assault Training in 1943 (Flatt) 

 The training at Inverary finally culminated with Ardno II a large scale amphibious attack by 7 Brigade on Ard No 

beach. Everything was as realistic as possible. Sgt. Maddy and his team spent two days preparing the beach with explosive 

charges, land mines, booby traps and four tons of smoke generators and smoke pots. The engineer platoons landed in the 

initial wave from LCPs and provided close support to the infantry. The unit vehicles came ashore from LCTs and the company 

HQ landed in a later wave from a LCM. After a successful landing,  everyone returned to their billets in Inverary aboard a 

LCT and awaited orders.  

 The movement order, when it came, was a surprise. Everyone expected to return to Parham Park. Instead, on the 1st 

of September, they arrived in Bournemouth on the south coast, where they took up residence in three resort hotels, the Beacon, 

the Brownswood and the Charborough. It was quite a change from Parnham Park. And as the unit's war diary noted on the 

2nd of September: " Due to the close proximity of places of amusement and public houses a few are finding it difficult to 

return to their quarters for tattoo roll call. This has led to quite a few Orderly Room cases as the men are unaccustomed to 

these amenities after some of the isolated camps we have occupied." In all nearly 20 sappers were convicted of being AWOL, 

most for less than 2 hours. However one didn't show up till the next morning and another didn't show up for a couple of days. 

Most were fined a couple of days pay and confined to barracks. The biggest fine was for a sapper who was AWOL for 8 days, 

13 hours and 45 minutes. That cost him 37 days pay. Still morale was high and the troops were in a good mood.   

 It was also in Bornemouth where the unit members were first issued army ID cards with photos and where the unit 

was issued its first PIATs. However, it was a relatively quiet time with little engineer training but lots of route marches and 



range exercises. With the occasional small scale amphibious landing.  

  Such a pleasant life was not expected to last. It didn't. They only stayed a month. On the 28th of September the 6th 

left their resort hotels for Roche Court Camp approximately 8 miles northwest of Portsmouth. They were back in a hutted 

camp. The huts were comfortable, with single beds, but crowded.  Platoon stores were in tents.  It was more what they were 

used to.  

 Routine training continued at Roche Court until October 13th 1943 when exercise Pirate began. The 3rd Division 

had now entered the third phase of its assault training. The training was conducted in Portsmouth with Force "J", the naval 

assault force that was to convey the  division to Normandy (named after the division's landing beach in Normandy code-

named JUNO). The troops moved to Southampton where they first loaded aboard LSIs and then transferred to landing craft. 

They landed in Studland Bay in Dorset. The exercise continued until October 17th and was their first full scale assault landing 

made with LCTs and LCIs. Both men and vehicles made a fairly dry landing, and it was later remarked that the vehicle 

waterproofing they had done before the landings hadn't been necessary. This was also the first time that the engineer assault 

teams had used General Wade shaped charges. Five were used to demolish a pillbox. The exercise ended early because of 

inclement weather.  On returning to Roche Court shortly after midnight, the wet and hungry troops were greeted with an issue 

of hot rum and cocoa.  They would not start the fourth phase of  their assault training until early 1944.   

The next 6 weeks were fairly routine. Small projects, weapons, demolition and mine training along with route marches filled 

most days.  The main body of the Company then moved on December 2nd 1943 to Thrapston, where they remained until the 

15th. A small rear party remained behind in Roche Court Camp. Located near a gravel pit just north of Thrapston was 500 

feet of Bailey Pontoon Bridge, 300 feet of F.B.E. Mark III bridge and a platoon of Bailey Bridge. For 2 weeks they 

conducting bridging and rafting exercises. On the 11th they built their first Bailey Pontoon Bridge. It was a Class 40 bridge, 330 

feet long. Work started at 0830 hrs and the bridge was ready for traffic at 1625 hrs the same day. Construction had taken just 

under 8 hours.  They then dismantled the Pontoon Bailey and a few days later repeated the exercise, this time at night.   

  
Left Isle of Wight Bramble Chines Holiday Camp (6FESMA) and Isle of Wight Engineer HQ (Flatt) 

Then just a few days before the main party was to return to Roche Court orders arrived to go to the Isle of Wight. They 6th 

was to occupy a former summer resort camp at Brambles Chines near Freshwater. It would be their winter camp. The main body 

travelled by train to Lymington, on the mainland and then transferred to the Motor Vessel Lymington which took them to 

Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight. At Yarmouth unit transport from the rear party met the main body and took them to the 

Brambles Chime Camp. They would remain on the Isle of Wight until April 6th 1944. In end, the locations turned out to 

be one of their better camps, although it was in poor condition when they arrived. The carpenters had to replace broken 

window panes, the plumbers needed to fix the kitchen ranges and the electricians had to inspect and repair the wiring and 

lighting. The camp itself consisted of a large house with a number of asbestos sheet clad wood frame outbuildings. An officers 

mess, complete with bar, was constructed in the main house. An old tennis court became the unit's parade square. And in the 

camp was a large dance hall complete with a NAFFI staff. A number of dances were held that winter and several IENSA 

concert parties. It all made for a very pleasant stay on the Isle of Wight.  

 However even in this isolated area the Company could not to escape the occasional "Job" and although material 

shortages were common, many of the unit tradesmen were soon put to work on much needed hospital repairs at Cowes and  

converting Stanhope Lodge, a former summer home for royalty.  

 On Christmas Eve 1943 a party was put on for the Freshwater children, complete with a parade, band and all led by 

Santa Claus (CQMS Flatt)in red robe and flowing whiskers. The next day the catering staff put on the unit's Xmas dinner, 

served by the officers and sergeants to the men, The meal consisted of turkey, pork, ham, mashed potatoes, brussels sprouts, 

pudding, cake and biscuits washed down with 36 gallons of free beer. This was the 6th's fifth Xmas in uniform.  

 In January 1944 life settled into a fairly quiet routine. Without any bridging equipment on the Isle of Wight, training 

focused on weapons, explosives, mine clearance, platoon drill, water points, assault training with the infantry, compass 

marches and hardening exercises including numerous route marches.  

 One of the projects the unit became involved in was building terrain models of beaches. The model building team 

was led by Sgt Maddy and took 2 weeks to build their first model.  It was a small scale model of an assault area to be used 



for training. It was in 4 pieces, each piece weighing 400 lbs. It took 2 vehicles to move it.  Congratulations were received 

from the Brigade Commander on a job well done. It wouldn't be the last model Maddy and his team would build.  

 Then occurred an incident duly recorded in Sam Flatts book. 

 "An incident occurred in the billets at Brambles Chines IOW that could possibly have had far reaching effects on the 

future of all British chimney sweeps. British fireplaces, not being noted for their heat producing qualities, become increasingly 

inefficient when the flue is not drawing properly due to an over deposit of soot. Such was the case with the fireplace and flue 

in the OC's office and the Orderly Room. As it was practically impossible to obtain the services of a registered chimney sweep, 

"Engineer ingenuity" was indicated. After a consultation between CSM Thomas and the explosives expert, Sgt. Maddy, it was 

decided to lower a couple of "thunder flashes" into the flue and await the results of the explosion. The fireplace was closed 

off in an effort to prevent too great a distribution of soot. However the perpetrators of this innovation had completely forgotten 

to compute the extra power of the explosion due to being in a confined space. To report that the experiment was a success 

was only partially true. The offending collection of soot was most effectively dislodged, as was the protective covering of the 

fireplace. The one person who had not been warned of the impending explosion was the Paymaster (a most worthy and 

welcome individual) who was busily engaged in preparing the nominal rolls for the afternoon pay parade. To his dismay, on 

returning to the Orderly Room (after having beat a hasty retreat) he found that a fine coating of greasy black powder had 

settled on all of his documents and papers. Not being imbued with a sense of "Engineer humour", the kind that brings loud 

bursts of laughter when one lands in the middle of the floor from a booby-trapped bed or is greeted on entering a room with 

a barrage of popping cordite sticks, or is given an involuntary partial bath when the water in the toilet bowl erupts, the 

Paymaster was not amused. The OC, the Orderly Room staff and the two offending explosive experts were treated to a burst 

of invective that would have done justice to a Kansas mule skinner. After a wash and a good stiff drink (provided by the OC) 

harmony was once more restored. No further attempts were made towards the revolutionizing of British chimney sweeping 

methods." 

 More equipment continued to arrive. One of them was a new type of assault steel helmet that arrived on February 

7th. Opinion was divided. It offered more protection to the back of the neck and was more comfortable than the standard 

helmet. Although issued to the 3rd Division they were never adopted by the rest of the Canadian Army and as such became 

one of the Divisions distinguishing features. They however were eventually adopted by the British Army after the war.  

 It was at Brambles Chines, on February 11th 1944, on the stage in the large dance hall that the 6th's concert party 

known as "Cowlings Cutups" put on "HI MABEL". Comments and criticisms were varied and some vivid, but it was generally 

agreed it was enjoyable. 

 On February 28th the 6th went to Southampton on the mainland with other units of the 7th and 9th Brigades. There 

they were inspected by General Montgomery, Commander in Chief of the 21st Army Group, to which the 1st Canadian Army 

belonged. General Montgomery noticed that the troops were without greatcoats or gloves. Even though it was very cold, he 

removed his gloves and greatcoat and made his inspection without them, while most of his staff remained in their wool-lined 

leather jerkins. By doing so Montgomery made a lasting impression on all the troops present. After his speech spontaneous 

cheering broke out.  That night the unit returned to the Isle of Wight.  

 March and April carried on as usual with a varied program of Engineer, weapon and hardening training.  Several 

small assault exercises were conducted  culminating in "Prank". On 5 March 1944 the unit proceeded to the mainland and on 

March 8 loaded aboard  LSIs and LCTs along with other 3rd Division units. The  next 3 days were spent doing assault landings 

from the ships and route clearance exercises once 

ashore. By the 12th they were back on  the Isle of 

Wight. The general opinion now was that the 

Company might be getting over trained. This was a 

common observation at the time and applied to 

many of the Canadian units in England. Then on 

April 6th 1944 orders were received sending the 

unit back to the mainland.  

 On the 7th the vehicles were ferried from 

Yarmouth to Lymington. It took 5 civilian ferries 

over the course of the day to get all the vehicles to 

the mainland.  The marching party entrained at 

Freshwater Station for Cowes, took the ferry to 

Southampton and were transported to Camp C-8 in 

Hiltbury by vehicles from the 18th Field Company. 

This was a tented camp with ten men to an 

American pyramid tent and the usual amenities of 

a tented camp. The vehicle park was about two 

miles from HQ so guards had to be posted in the 

vehicle park at all times. The platoons spent the 

next few days getting settled in; that is, except for the electricians and plumbers who were commandeered for camp 



installations.  

 Rumours were prevalent and there were indications "D Day" was not far off. The unit was given a general idea as to 

how it would be split up for the assault. The Company would be split into a number of parts. HQ and the assault platoon 

would go in at "H" hour and the other two platoons would follow in subsequent waves later in the day. The stores party under 

CQMS Flatt was scheduled to land at D plus 2 and Sgt Hamlin's residue party with the unneeded stores and vehicles would 

come in when water transport is available. 

 The week of April 15th was easy with very little training and a bit of recreation. On the 19th the transport section 

was busy painting a large five-pointed star on the top of all the operational vehicles. This was provide for air recognition and 

to conform to the appearance of the American vehicles, in the hope that friendly fire incidents would be minimized. 

 On April 24th a rehearsal was held for an inspection by an unknown VIP. The following day all 7th CIB group turned 

out to line the road at the inspection point. The inspecting party arrived at 1136 hours. The VIP was King George VI with the 

Canadian GOC Lt.-Gen. Crerar and the staff of 3rd Canadian Infantry Division. This was the third time the King had seen the 

6th.  The rest of the afternoon was spent by two sections of 2 platoon doing street fighting training with the Regina Rifles in 

Southampton.   

 Preparations then began for another exercise, "Fabius III". All assault vehicles were waterproofed. There was little 

doubt that this was a full dress rehearsal for the invasion  of France. The exercise started on April 27th with the first troops 

moving into marshalling areas. The first assault wave landed at 0700 hours on May 4th from assault boats and proceeded 

inland. The weather was bright and clear. However, it was impossible to land the vehicles as a storm was coming up. The 

result was that Unit personnel were returned to camp in trucks, except one section of Lt. Millen's platoon.  A day later Lt. 

Millen found them in Storrington well fed, unrepentant and happy. 

 On the 6th seven M-14 half tracks were drawn from Borden. Each of the platoons would get two and the Coy HQ 

one. On May 8th all second best battle dress was withdrawn and the troops issued with anti-vapour treated battle dress for the 

assault. Caps, field service, were also withdrawn and replaced by khaki berets. The Humber reconnaissance cars were fitted 

with jerry can holders. Then came the receipt of the Official Censor Stamp that was to be used when Unit was in action. On 

May 10th four light motorbikes arrived. These later proved invaluable for short distance messenger duty. 

 Hardening training continued. The officers and platoon sergeants were busy planning the final details of the assault 

arrangements. The Unit lines were a hive of activity with everyone preparing themselves, their vehicles, weapons and 

equipment for the assault.  

 May 13th saw another visit to the 7th Canadian Infantry Brigade by a VIP—this time General Eisenhower. The 

brigade formed up in a three sided square behind brigade headquarters. After a quick inspection he made a short speech. He 

made a good impression on the troops with his easy pleasant manner and complete lack of formality The three cheers he 

received at the end of his visit were quite spontaneous. 

 Orders were that assault troops would go in with stripped kits. Kit bags, all non-essentials and greatcoats were to he 

left behind and brought by the residue party. Back packs were to be used in lieu of kit bags.   

 More new equipment was received on May 18th in the shape of 28 sets of body armour that were to be used by 

personnel in lifting mines. The body armour was designed to protect the chest and lower body in case of a detonation. Also 

received were five Polish mine detectors of an advanced type, superior to any they had seen before. 

 The VIP visits continued unabated. The Right Honourable Wm. L. Mackenzie King visited the 7th Brigade HQ on 

the 18th, but there was no formal inspection for which everyone was grateful. 

 All the needed explosive stores were now on hand, along with several of the new Beehive charges. On May 19th 

fifty fighting knives were issued to the unit with 25 going to assault troops in 2 platoon. 

 On May 22nd the final members of the residue party, under Lt. Woods and Sgt. McMurray, left for their camp at 

Blackdown taking with them four vehicles that were not needed on the assault. 

 All stores were now loaded with the exception of the last QM loads and the vehicles were on hard standings in the 

vehicle park. Most of them were up on blocks to save the springs as much as possible. Hundreds of last minute details were 

being attended to with everyone feeling that tightening of nerves and tension that inevitably precedes that moment of 

approaching destiny. 

 On the afternoon of May 25th 1944, the officers and sergeants attended a briefing conference at 3rd Canadian 

Division HQ. This was carried out with "bogus" maps of the European coastline. They were accurate in every detail except 

for the place names. Interestingly the appearance of the location was almost a duplicate of the landing spot used on Exercise 

Fabius III. Some very excellent air photos were used to supplement the briefing There was also a detailed table model of the 

beach. This model was, in the main part, the work of Sgt Maddy's party, that had gone to London earlier.  

 On the morning of May 26th, the camp was sealed and all ranks confined to camp. Guards were placed at the 

entrances and the perimeter fence was constantly patrolled. All ranks were warned that any absence without leave, after being 

warned for special duty, made them liable to court martial on a charge of desertion. 

 The next day a special pay parade was held on the 27th and all the men in camp received the equivalent of one pound 

sterling in 200 French francs of invasion money.  

 The next three days were taken up almost entirely in briefing sessions, until all ranks, even the cooks, had a very 

good idea as to what was expected of them. On May 29th Major Murphy informed the troops the upcoming exercise would 



be called "Overlord". Few believed it was an exercise.  

 The first party to leave for the final marshalling area consisted of Major Murphy and three other ranks who departed 

on Tuesday morning, May 30th. By the 31st, all of the Divisional units were in marshalling Camps awaiting loading. The first 

loadings commenced on June 1st and continued until late on June 4th 1944. As each craft of its type was loaded it pulled out 

into the stream to await the completion of the loading program. On the 5th of June, the unit was informed that tomorrow, June 

6th, was to be "D" Day. Genuine maps were issued and all ranks received a final briefing. Late on the afternoon of June 5th, 

the invasion fleet set sail.  

 

6 Field Company Royal Canadian Engineers 

Camps and Exercises 

July 1941 to June 1944 

Ramillies Barracks, Aldershot, Hampshire      1 Jul 1941-15 Jul 1941 

Erie Tented Camp, Headley Down, Hampshire     15 Jul 1941-19 Oct 1941 

St. Mary’s House & Worpledon Place Worplesdon, Surrey    19 Oct 1941-15 Nov 1941 

Bridging Course, Billets, Pangbourne, Berkshire     15 Nov 1941-28 Nov 1941 

Worplesdon, Surrey        28 Nov 1941-1 Dec 1941 

Newells & Selehurst, Lower Beeding, Sussex     1 Dec 1941-14 Apr 1942 

Exercise “Conqueror”        15 Apr 1942-16 Apr 1942 

Newells & Selehurst, Lower Beeding, Sussex     17 Apr 1942-2 May 1942 

Tented Camp, Marlepost Wood, Sussex      2 May 1942-9 May 1942 

Exercise “Beaver IV”        9 May 1942-16 May 1942 

Annan House, Halland, Sussex       16 May 1942-20 May 1942 

Exercise “Tiger”         21 May 1942-1 Jun 1942 

Annan House, Halland, Sussex       2 Jun 1942-15 Jun 1942  

Bridging Camp, Plashett Park, Sussex      15 Jun 1942-13 Jul 1942 

Demolition Camp, Malling Hill, Sussex      13 Jul 1942-23 Jul 1942 

Annan House, Halland, Sussex       23 Jul 1942-24 Jul 1942 

Exercise “Harold”        25 Jul 1942-31 Jul 1942 

Annan House, Halland, Sussex       1 Aug 1942-7 Aug 1942 

Tented Camp, Parnham Park Sussex      7 Aug 1942-15 Nov 1942 

Hutted Camp, Parnham Park, Sussex      15 Nov 1942-1 Jan 1943 

Dundonald Camp, Troon, Ayrshire, Scotland     2 Jan 1943-16 Jan 1943 

Hutted Camp, Parnham Park, Sussex      17 Jan 1943-8 Feb 1943 

Exercise “Airedale”        9 Feb 1943-11 Feb 1943 

Hutted Camp, Parnham Park, Sussex      12 Feb 1943-27 Feb 1943 

Exercise “Spartan”        28 Feb 1943-12 Mar 1943 

Hutted Camp, Parnham Park, Sussex      13 Mar1943-10 Aug 1943 

Exercise “Curly Kale”        9 May 1943-22 May 1943 

Hutted Camp, Parnham Park, Sussex      23 May1943-10 Aug 1943 

Dukes Hutted Camp, Inverary, Scotland      11 Aug 1943-30 Aug 1943 

Brownswood, Charborough & Beacon Hotels, Bournemouth     31 Aug 1943-28 Sep 1943 

Roche Tented Camp, Near Fareham, Hampshire     28 Sep 1943-12 Oct 1943 

Exercise “Pirate”         13 Oct 1943-17 Oct 1943 

Roche Tented Camp, Near Fareham, Hampshire     18 Oct 1943-2 Dec 1943 

Thrapston Bridging Camp, County Workhouse,     2 Dec 1943-15 Dec 1943 

Bramble Chine Camp I.O.W. Isle of Wight      16 Dec 1943-7 Apr 1944 

Hiltingbury Camp “D” Hampshire      7 Apr 1944-25 Apr 1944 

Hiltingbury Camp “C-8” Red Block Hampshire     25 Apr 1944-30 May 1944 

Marshalling Areas        31 May 1944-1 Jun 1944 

Marshalling Areas and Craft in harbor      2 Jun 1944-3 Jun 1944 

Craft in harbour         4 Jun 1944 

English Channel         5 Jun 1944 

 



CQMS Samuel Alexander (Sam) Flatt (1901-1973) 

 Sam was born on 21 Oct 1901 

in the small town of Campbellville 

in the Halton District of Ontario. 

He moved to British Columbia and 

by the late 1930s was living in 

New Westminster.  

 He was working as a clerk 

when he enlisted on his 38th 

birthday in 1939. Because of his 

age and clerical background he 

was employed as a clerk/storeman. On 19 March 1942 

LCpl Flatt was promoted and became the 6th's CQMS 

replacing Ted Thomas who was now the 6 Field's CSM.  

He did not land on D-Day as he had been placed in 

command of a party of 7 vehicles and 25 soldiers left 

behind in England. He and his party crossed the English 

Channel and rejoined the main body of the 6th in 

Normandy on 16 June 1944. He occupied the CQMS 

position until the end of the war and was one of the handful 

of old originals from 1939 that made it to the end with the 

unit. He stayed with the 6th in Germany after the war and 

arrived back in Vancouver with the last deployed members 

on 20 December 1945.     

 On his return to Canada he joined the civil 

service. He was the unit historian and lead author for the 

History of the 6th Field Company, Royal Canadian 

Engineers, 1939-1945 published in 1955.  He was also 

very active in the 6 Field Company RCE Veteran's 

Association until he passed away on 9 May 1973. He was 

survived by his wife Mary Margaret Brown (Nee).   

 

 
 

 

Sgt Norman Childe Maddy (1910-1965) 

 Norman was born on 4 Jul 

1910 in Hereford England and 

immigrated to Canada in 1927. He 

arrived in Vancouver in 1935. At the 

time he joined the 6th as a Sapper on 

22 Sep 1939 in North Vancouver he 

was working as a draughtsman.  

 Sgt Maddy remained with the 

6th for the duration of the war rising 

through the ranks to become a Sergeant and the unit's 

explosives expert. In 1940 in Debert he built and operated 

"Maddy's Folly" a successful expedient pile driver. At 

Marlpost  England in 1942 he designed "Maddy's Special" 

a 79 ft multi-purpose Nissen Hut for the unit's summer 

camp.  He was also a talented artist and model maker. He 

was in charge of the small team that built the large scale 

model of the Normandy beaches used by Maj Gen Keller, 

the commander of the 3rd Cdn Div, during his briefings of 

the Divisional officers and NCOs prior to D-Day.  

 

HEADQUARTERS 3rd CANADIAN DIVISION 

To CRE 

3rd Cdn. Division 

Re Sgt. N. C. Maddy, 6th Field Coy, RCE. 

While addressing the Officers and NCOs of the 7th Cdn. 

Inf Bde. Gp. today on a combined operations exercise, I 

had cause to refer to and use a large scale model of a 

certain training area, which was recently constructed by 

the M/M NCO. 

I direct that my appreciation of the painstakingly detailed 

work involved in producing this model be brought to the 

attention of this Sgt. and his assistants. 

3. This NCO and his assistants are to be paraded to the 

Company Office to initial this Memo. A very fine job 

indeed. 

Signed, 

MAJ.-GENERAL KELLER, 

GOC 3rd Cdn. Div. 

Assistants: 

J. W Norman Daniel Muller 

  

Norman landed in Normandy on D-Day and was wounded 

at Vaucelles France on the night of 25/26 July 1944 when 

a low flying German plane dropped several anti-personnel 

bombs on the unit. Spr Kingsbury was killed that night and 

Sgt Maddy and Spr Monty were wounded. The wounded 

were quickly evacuated to a hospital. Spr Monty 

eventually recovered from his wounds and returned to the 

6th. Norman's wounds were more serious and he was 

eventually repatriated to Canada.   

 After the war he worked as a welfare officer for 

Veteran Affairs and lived with his wife Marjorie at 4680 

Grassmere St in Burnaby BC. He died suddenly on 2 June 

1965 in Vancouver at the age of 54.  


