Chapter 9 BUILDING CAMPS

The train trip by the 6™ to Debert was uneventful and took the better part of a week. It was made in
the old style “Colonist cars” with their uncomfortable black leather upholstered seats. Occasionally, short
stops were made for swim parades and route marches. But probably the most popular stop was in Biggar
Saskatchewan where the company was marched in sections to a local beer parlour.

Trip to Debert Swim parade at Mud Sgt Cassidy Sgt Maclean and CSM
Lake Saskatchewan (Cassidy) Mulholland on train to Debert (Cassidv)

When they arrived at the Debert
camp at 0930 on August 12 it only
consisted of a big field containing
hundreds of tents and one wooden shack.
Meeting them were sappers of the 16th
and 18th Field Companies who had
arrived the day before. As the officer
commanding the senior Engineer unit
Major Sweeney of the 6th was put in
charge of building the depot. He would
not hand over command of the project
until Lt Col Whyte, the new CRE arrived
on September 19™. To help the sappers
the army hired 2500 civilian tradesmen.

6 FC RCE setting up their tented camp on arrival at Debert (Cassidy)
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On September 2™ the unit was finally issued its first vehicle, a station wagon. On the 41" three trucks
followed to replace those they had borrowed from civilians. Three motorcycles then appeared on the 28,

Civilian power shovel and bulldozer (Cassidy)
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And with them came driver training. Officers were the first to receive motorcycle training with Major
Sweeney and Capt Jermyn as the first students. Meanwhile the sappers were learning the intricacies of driving
trucks, the army way. More trucks arrived and by the end of the month the 6™ had 9 trucks and 3 motorcycles.
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Sgt Herbert Don McCain in the Draughting office (Vandervoort) Flooded ditches
(Vandervoort)

The engineers were told if they didn’t want to spend the winter in tents they had better get to work.
They got to work. A few days before the first snows, they moved out of tents and into barracks. In most cases
these were still unfinished. The walls and roofs were up but most of them lacked indoor plumbing, electricity,
insulation and partition-walls. Still, they all had coke fired stoves and were weatherproof so they were warm.
So now that the outside was finished, they went to work on the inside.



Debert after the first winter rain (Flatt)

When the camp was partially complete two battalions of infantry appeared (The Regina Rifle
Regiment and Canadian Scottish Regiment). They arrived a month early. They found partially constructed
barracks and a sea of mud. Some of the buildings had window frames but no glass. Others didn’t have heat,
water, sewer connections or electricity. Unfortunately the engineers and contractors were working full-out
on their own projects and had no one to spare. So the other units canvassed their soldiers for tradesmen and
went to work.

Inside the 6" FC RCE barracks in Debert (Vandervoort)

What went wrong? It seems an anonymous staff officer in Ottawa had issued movement orders to
the infantry without confirming that the camp was ready. It wasn’t. So questions were asked in the House of
Commons and in response the Prime Minister, The Right Honourable William Lyon Mackenzie-King arrived
on October 19" for an inspection. He was followed a week latter by the Minister of National Defence. The
result was that no more troops would be moved into the camp until it was finished. And they weren’t.

And to top it all off, the Regina’s brought with them two cases of measles, which resulted in a
revolving wave of quarantines as the disease spread from unit to unit.

Work continued but the weather was getting worse. First rain, then snow and sleet seriously
disrupted construction and in some cases shut down outside work entirely. At times the roads became a sea
of mud and almost impassable due to the rains while excavations flooded. Later the snow and ice made roads
treacherous and almost undriveable. On days like these most of the contractors were sent home and work
continued indoors.



Learning to Ski (Vandervoort) Debert Ski Scheme (Ford)

The weather also affected the soldier’s health with the camp hospital overflowing with personnel
suffering from severe colds and mild cases of the flu. Then it got colder and drier. The number of sick cases
dropped off.

On November 22" Major Sweeny died suddenly. The command of the unit then reverted to the 2ic
Capt Jermyn, who a few months later was promoted to Major, the rank he had held prior to Sweeny’s arrival.

When the work was almost finished along came Christmas 1940. Soldiers could take 6 days leave
and add it to a 14 days furlough. Only half of a unit could be gone at a time. And half of it was, with many
taking the opportunity to return to Vancouver. With half of the unit gone, work slowed to a crawl and stopped
completely for a few days around Christmas

Major Sedley Fleming C Sweeny O.B.E. (1891-1940)

o o Sedley Fleming C Sweeny was born in Vancouver and sent to a
prestigious boarding school in England as a child. He graduated from Haileybury
and Imperial Service College around 1909 and then attended the Royal Military
College in Ontario where he graduated with honours.

When the Great War came he joined the Royal Engineers where he was later
wounded at the 1% Battle of Ypres and again in 1917 and was twice mentioned in
| dispatches. He also saw action during the raid on the German naval base at
4| Zeebrugge in April 1918 He then went to Murmansk in Northern Russia with the
Northern Russian Expeditionary Force in late 1918 where he was awarded the
Order of the British Empire.

On returning to Canada he worked first as a safety engineer with the
Granby Mining and Smelting Company in Anyox and later with the Shipping
Association of British Columbia. Prior to the 2" World War he was a master at St.
George’s School in Point Gray in Vancouver. At the beginning of the war he was
serving as an officer in the Seaforth Highlanders of Canada.

A keen athlete Sedley Sweeny played rugby for the Army, rowed for the Royal Engineers and
captained the Vancouver Rowing Club, stroking their senior four to victory in the international race of 1921.

Major Sweeny assumed command of 6 Field Company RCE from Maj Jermyn in early 1940 when
the 6™ was temporarily garrisoned in the Seaforth Armoury. He commanded the unit during its move from
Vancouver to Debert and during the early phases of the construction of Camp Debert.

He died under mysterious circumstances in the Camp Debert officers mess at lunch on Friday 22
November 1940 at the age of 49. The 6™ war diary reported that he died of a stroke. The 3 Div Engineer war
diary said he died due to an accident. Truro’s coroners report stated that he died of a knife wound to the eye
and was a suicide. However, the coroner was suffering from flu at the time and later signed a statement saying
that because he was sick he remembers little about the autopsy. Since then, some have viewed his assessment
with skepticism. Accordingly, various theories have circulated about his death. These have included
everything from suicide, to an accident, manslaughter and murder. And at least one officer, Lt Alan Webster
(later Lt Col) was overheard saying he never felt comfortable with the suicide story as it was not in Sweeney’s
character. Coupled with his death, were rumours of double billing, bribes and kickbacks. However nothing




appears to have been proven and no charges were laid. So his death is a mystery and will probably remain
SO.

He was survived by his wife Isabel, his two sons Sedley and Roger and two daughters Verity and
Moira. He was buried with full military honours.

Lieutenant John Edward Rogers (Jerry) Wood M.C. (1906-1973)

Jerry was born on 25 April 1906 in Fernie British Columbia. He attended
Upper Canada College in Toronto from 1921 to 1925. He was then at RMC
in Kingston from 1922 to 1927 and graduated from the University of Toronto
in Mining Engineering in 1930.

He returned to British Columbia and in Vancouver on June 17, 1939
married Margaret Isabel Frazee and then moved into a house on the edge of
Stanley Park in Vancouver. He was tall, over 6 feet had a fair complexion
and blue eyes.

Jerry joined up on 7 November 1940. At this point the 6th was already
in Debert. He was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant and quickly sent to
Nova Scotia to join them. He crossed the Atlantic with the 6th in early 1941
and remained with the unit until 6 November 1941 when he was transferred
to 2nd Canadian Infantry Division.

On 19 August 1942 he landed in France from LCT 3 during the ill-fated
Dieppe Raid. He was trapped on the beaches and unable to get away when the recall sounded. Of the nearly
5000 Canadian soldiers committed to the raid 3,367 were killed, wounded or taken prisoner. He was a
prisoner. He was also awarded the Military Cross for bravery.

After his capture he became an avid "escaper" and following his escape with 64 other prisoners from
the Eichstatt Prisoner-of-War Camp, he was re-captured and incarcerated in Oflag IVC (Colditz Castle).
Colditz was considered by the Germans to be an escape proof camp and it was where they concentrated all
the die-hard escapers, generals and other important military prisoners.

At Colditz a fellow prisoner Capt G.M. Pemberton of the British Army said "Jerry never let up in
Germany and in a most extraordinary way mixed studying with escaping. Jerry was often to be seen
disappearing into a tunnel with tools in one hand a German grammar in the other. An inveterate attender of
lectures on any subject whatsoever, he was always to be seen well to the fore, notebook in hand.... Jerry is a
great character and one of the most popular personalities in the camp."

Four days after the capture of Colditz Castle by the American Army and the release of the prisoners
he was back in England and took it upon himself to edit a collection of articles, stories, drawings and portraits
done by the prisoners and have it published. After a couple of false starts printing started in Hamburg in
January, 1946 and "Detour"was finished in May. The paper came from England; the type was set by the
Canadians in Holland; the Germans in Hamburg did the printing; the British Army on the Rhine did the
binding; the gold for the lettering came from The Northern Miner in Toronto while the R.C.A.F. flew the
books back to England in their spare space in the 'mail can'. A young English parachutist and another ex-
P.O.W., Capt. Peter Baker, M.C., acted as publisher with his Falcon Press. In all Jerry made six trips to the
Continent and traveled 10,000 miles in a jeep throughout Northern Europe. Over 3,000 copies went to
Australia, 3,500 to Canada, and the rest to Britain with specially bound copies presented to the King and
Winston Churchill.

After the war he returned to Vancouver and mining. He eventually became the general director and
manager for a number of mines including the Jogran Mines. He died suddenly from heart failure on Christmas
Eve 1973. He was survived by his wife Margaret, his two sons Donald Wilson and Roland Weston, his
daughter Jacquelin Ann Bayne and two grandchildren. His death notice asked that in lieu of flowers
contributions be made to the Red Cross. It was the Red Cross parcels which he received as a POW that he
attributed as to the reason he and so many others survived the war.

By early January 1941 construction work had resumed and on February 22" it was officially
complete. So for the next few months training was the order of the day. The weeks were filled with lectures,
route marches, TEWTS, hockey games, specialist courses, range days, driver training, overnight bivouacs



and cross country skiing. This last subject was under the direction of Chief Skiing Instructor Spr Eivemark,
from Falun Dalarne Sweden and formerly with the Swedish Army. It appears to have been extremely popular,
with over 100 unit members learning to ski during their time in Debert. It was a nice change from building
huts.

On May 29™ 1941 the entire unit assembled in the Men’s Mess Hall and were informed embarkation
leave would start immediately. The next morning 15 ORs with Lt Allan Webster as their conducting officer
left to spend a short leave in Vancouver. A few days later the war diary commented “So many O.R.s
proceeding on leave it is difficult to find
sufficient men for details which appear to be DIVISIONAL ENGINEERS
increasing.” However by the evening of June H.Q.

11% all the embarkation leave was completed :
and everybody back at duty, including the Field éoy‘ Fieldl Coy. Fiell o
party that went to Vancouver.

Packing then started in earnest. HIO Se,c slc Selc
Additional reinforcements arrived and the unit e i ‘ g
was finally at full strength. On June 14" FIELD PARK COY.

“Canada” badges were issued and sewn on H.Q.

their uniforms. As the war diary noted on that |

date “This may be our last weekend to be spent ' [ I

) . Sec. Sec. Sec.

in Canada, and all ranks are taking advantage

of the opportunity to purchase souvenirs and presents for relatives and friends overseas. 3 Div Engineer
officers held an informal party for their wives and lady friends in Mess as farewell party. Hard, however, to
raise much life.”

On the 16™ the last leave was granted to Truro and in some cases, it was the last time many of the
soldiers and officers had a chance see their wives before departure. At 0600 Hrs on June 17 the 61 and all
the other soldiers of the 3 Div Engineers were confined to camp.

Active Service Tagalong Club

Shortly after the 6™ arrived at Debert word got back that they would be in Nova Scotia for at least
six months. On hearing this, a number of the wives decided to follow their men east. So they boarded trains,
some with their children, and left for the east. It wasn’t long before the small town of Truro experienced a
severe housing shortage.

Every spare room in town was soon pressed R ,/
into service as a bedroom. The hotels were full, as were ¥ "
the rooming houses. Spare bedrooms in private homes
were rented out. Attics and basement rooms were
provided with beds, hot plates and wash stands.
Attempting to coordinate it all was the Truro Local
Council of Women who set up an office in the mayor’s
office, complete with desk and phone. Soldiers who
were planning on bringing out their wives were
encouraged to contact the Council who attempted to
find accommodation for the wives and their children.

To make the trip more affordable trip warrants
for reduced train fares were issued to the wives. These
were good for both the trip to Nova Scotia and back
home.

Once in Debert the wives and children found ~ Officers Wives Club in Debert (Webster)
themselves with plenty of time on their hands. Their men were in barracks in Debert and only saw their wives
in the evenings and on the weekend. So, on February 3™ 1940 the wives formed the Active Service Tagalong
Club. Made up of wives from the 3" Division units it wasn’t long before the club had over 130 members, of
which 60 were from B.C, and at least 20 had husbands in the 6'".



By April the club was well organized. They had
clubrooms in the local Orange Hall, where sandwiches, tea, cake
and cookies each cost a nickel. In the St. John’s Parish Hall, a
block from the Orange Hall, they had a nursery where children
could be dropped off.

Supervising the nursery staff, all of them soldier’s wives,
was Eileen Balden, the wife of Spr Edward Wrayburn Balden, of
6 Field.

Also at the St John’s Parish Hall Edith Webster, the wife
of Lt Alan Webster, a school teacher and gym instructor,
established the “Keep-Fit Gym” class, which many wives joined.
Her classes were held every Tuesday and Thursday mornings at
1030 AM.

The wife of Sapper George Basil Raikes, Mary Raikes,
was the social secretary for the Active Service Tagalong Club and
organized dances and socials, to which naturally their husbands
were invited.

Amongst the wives who followed their sapper husbands
to Truro were Amy Amos, Grace Carpenter, Lillian Dawson, = =
Elizabeth Ferguson, Anna Goodman, Elizabeth Shannon and | =
Rosella Winkleman. Sharing a rooming house with Edith Webster Edith and her husband Lt
at 16 Church Street in Truro was Helen Jermyn, Captain Thomas Alan Webster (Webster)
Jermyn’s new bride.

With the departure of their men in the spring of 1941 the wives and children of the 6! returned to
the West Coast. Some soon became active in the Sapper’s Auxiliary.

At 1355 hrs on the 18™ of June, the 6 left Debert Camp in Army Service Corps trucks for the Debert
train station. After a lengthy stop at the Truro train station, wives, girlfriends, children and friends bid them

a final farewell and the train continued on to Halifax.
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Capt Alan Webster and Maj Tom Jermyn on their last day in Debert (Webster)



At 1755 hrs on the 18™ of June 1941, the 6th boarded HMT Britannic for England. As the last troops
aboard they found themselves at the bottom of the ship on "F" deck (four feet below the waterline). Built in
1929 the 26,943 ton Britannic was one of the most modern diesel powered liners on the Atlantic. Built to
carry 1553 people in art deco luxury she had been converted into a troopship at the beginning of the war. On
this trip she would carry 2200 personnel from the Engineers, Tank Corps, Dental corps, Free Belgium forces,
Corps troops, the Canadian Forestry Corps and many of the 2i/cs from the division’s infantry regiments.

The Overseas Move of the 6 Field Company. Royal Canadian Engineers
By Major t.h. Jermyn, Major O.C. 6 Fd. Coy. R.C.E. CA (AF)

The O.C. was warned by C.R.C.E. 3 Cdn. Div of the immediate move overseas on 29" May 1941.
Embarkation leave was granted and forty men left for the West Coast on the 29" of May 1941. i/c Lieut. A.
Webster. All returned.

The final packing of mobilization stores was pushed and indents were filled as fast as Ordnance
could supply. The unit was ready to move as required on 14 June 1941. All embarkation leave was completed
by the 11 June 1941.

The G.0.C. 3 Cdn. Inf. Div. inspected the unit on 18 May 1941 and gave his address of farewell to
us. The last church parade in Canada was held on June 15. Baggage and loading parties were detailed and
word came to move on the morning of 18 June. Ten lorries from the R.C.A.S.C. with our loading parties
moved 20 tons of unit stores from Coy. H.Q. four and a half miles to the C.N. Station at Debert in 2 %2 hours
including loading of the baggage car. The unit moved out at 1245 hours 18 June 1941 to Debert station via
M.T. and left by C.N. Troop Train at 1430 hours. There was a half hour stop at Truro where all the friends
of the unit were gathered to bid farewell. It was a very fine send-off.

We arrived at Halifax at 1730 hours and went aboard H.M.T. Britannic. As the unit was the last
troops aboard the other ranks were allotted to the hold on the “E” section. There was a near riot at this
action but the men quieted down when they realized the situation. The ship was tied up at Halifax pier and
shore leave was stopped at 1600 hours Friday 20 June 1941 which indicated sailing. The ship moved out
into the stream at 1200 hours 21% and joined the five other ships of the convoy and proceeded out to sea.
Traveled line ahead with destroyers abeam and two battleships following. Weather sunny and clear.

Three Companies of the 3 Cdn. Div. Engineers moved as first troops of the 3 Cdn. Div to go overseas.
Also, on our ship were 2i/c’s of other units as advance parties. Also “Tanks”, Coy of Camerons, Sigs,
R.C.A.S.C. and R.C.A.M.C. drafts. Total of 2600 men on this ship. Daily life-boat drill, games and P.T. to
keep men occupied.

Sunday 22 June 1941.

Clear morning but foggy at 1000 hours, the slight haze all day. Ships now in two rows of four abeam
and running zig-zag course generally N.E. Following breeze and slight row. Church parade 1000 & 1100
hours. Men settling down and happy to be on the move. They are resting today after duty day on Saturday.
Ships duties, guards and fatigues etc. take 200 men. All personnel in ship carry life preservers at all times.
Clocks go ahead an hour a day for five days — effective each midnight. Compass at midnight shows course
slightly East of due South.

Monday 23 June 1941

Heavy fog up to 1100 hours then slight haze. Traveling slow in fog but increased on clearing fog.
Course at 1100 hours South East. Regular morning muster at 1100 hours and all up. Unit has lost six men
before sailing. Sgt. Evans and Sgt Kerr on transfer to District Depot for appointment to commission in
Fortress Signals. Ships sailing same formations as yesterday. Sounding fog horns in heavy fog. All troops
seem happy and in good spirits. Rain at 1000 hours and one blast of thunder but cleared up before noon.
Destroyer dropped two depth charges at 1700 hours off to starboard. This was for practice only and ships
changed formation. Moving well North as it was quite light at 2300 hours.

Tuesday 24 June 1941

Weather cold and clear. Slight swell. All ships keeping station two rows abeam. 4 destroyers ahead.
Overcoats and sweaters appearing as part of dress now. Sappers Gregg, Watt and Westford. Spr Chudley
detailed to be ships bugler. 6 Field Company orchestra put on short concert for troops on after “A” deck
last evening. Clocks set four hours ahead now and it is still quite daylight at midnight. 2 destroyers left today



and returned to port. Leaves 3 destroyers for escort. A.A. L.M.G. being set up around ship now and practice
firing being carried out. After supper a lone plane appeared and scouted around %2 hour. One of ours. Belgian
officers put on a cocktail party for Unit O.C.s at 1745 hours. 6 Field Coy pulled the 16" Fd. Coy. And won
two straight. L/Cpl McClure and Lieut. Isbester made good sound anchors for the team. Course appears to
be swinging more East now.

Wednesday 25 June 1941

Clocks set four hours ahead make rising in the dark. Very clear this A.M. Sunshine in the morning
but cloudy later on. A/4 guns mounted and opened practice fire at 1130 hours. 6 fired a few practice rounds
early in the morning. Great excitement after lunch as line of freighters appeared over horizon west-bound.
No visible escorts. Gas lecture for officers and sergeants by Lieutenant A. Webster 1100 -1130 hours today.
Inter-section tog-of-war today. No. 3 section pulled No.1. First news item since leaving confirms German
invasion of Russia. After lunch course swings more Easterly again. Heavy roll and wind. Sun still well up in
sky at 2300 hours. At 2330 hours H.M.S Repulse breaks out of line and heads over horizon to investigate
strange ship but returns during the night. All clear. Sapper Best to hospital today.

Thursday 26 June 1941

Heading right in sun this A.M. High East wind and dusty sea. All ships correct and in station.
Regular ships inspection at 1000 hours and stand-to. Gas lecture at 1100-1130 hours. High breeze breaks
spray over ship. Not many on deck. Tug-of-war against 11" Army Tank Bde called off on account of slippery
deck. Wind freshens in early afternoon and also waves increase. All ships tossing about. 1900 hours 10
destroyers arrive to increase size of escort, making ring all around convoy. Ex U.S. destroyers following in
rear take seas heavily Concert in ships lounge at 2130 hours. All local talent and sing song. No time change
tonight. Men issued their paybooks this afternoon. While ship is rolling heavily on deck there is very little
motion in #6 hold. Traveling East all day at good speed.

Friday 27 June 1941

Day dawns very dull and cloudy. Rain blowing in and very misty. Sea very rough. All ships in station
and rolling heavily. 2 men in hospital. No cases of seasickness in No. 6 hold. Only headaches and colds due
to crowding. At 1200 hours today we enter danger zone. Escort appears nervous, as destroyers circle about.
Before lunch H.M.S. Ramilles and two destroyers disappear off horizon to port. Early in day upturned lifeboat
passes alongside. Just after lunch dead sailor floats by. Weather much warmer. Quite a breeze and ship
rolling a lot. Sky clear in P.M. and sun sets about 0100 hours. Officers on deck playing shuffle-board after
midnight. Parades for 28" called for below decks.

Saturday 28 June 1941

Day dawns clear and b right, smooth sea. Slight rain about 0900 hrs. Ships all in station. H.M.S.
Repulse has pulled a bit ahead. Destroyers still all around. Heavy mist settles down by 1000 hours — poor
visibility. 3 new destroyers with A/A guns join escort. Mast kites for aeroplanes are kept for readiness for
flying. These are a type of balloon barrage. Escort keeping well in owing to mist. Parade held below decks
at 1000 hrs this A.M. Gas capes unrolled today for airing and to take out wrinkles. Preliminary instruction
for disembarkation. All ranks are warned to sleep with clothes on the next few nights. Finals of tug-of-war
held; 6 Field Coy won over R.C.A.S.C. in 2 of 3 pulls. Deck slippery. Floating mine passed by about 1700
hours great excitement and speculation. Heavy seas and low clouds make good convoy weather and ships
traveling at good speed to take advantage of it. Owing to danger zone many officers stay up all night. Very
heavy seas around 0400 hrs Sunday. Ships carrying tail lights and keeping close formation. Marker towed
by this ship broke loose during the night.

Sunday 29 June 1941

Dawns with cloudy sky but good visibility. Still heavy rollers but all ships in station. No parades or
inspections today. A/A kites set up at 1000 hours, 2 from each ship. First sight of land at 1100 hours. More
excitement. Due to dock at 0600 hrs 30 June 1941. Land sighted is Island of Arran. Bright sunny day until
1400 hours. At noon Bristol Bomber meets convoy and circles around and about. Later in day two appear
and circle around. Sky dulls again. Due off north coast of Ireland around 2100 hrs tonight. Great packing of
trunks and closing of Unit Orderly Rooms. Preparing disembarkation forms. At dusk ships change formation
to two lines ahead with destroyer screen around. More land seen on horizon at 2300 hours. Ireland seen on



the right and Scotland on the left. Smooth sea and sky. All ships dark and sailing on. Many on deck.

Monday 30 June 1941

0400 hours —passed Paddy’s Mile Stone. 0630 hrs moving up Firth of Clyde. 0800 hrs — stopped off
Duncon and anchored. Ship in quarantine. Rest of convoy continued up Firth. Very fine day and nice
countryside. All ranks on deck and rifles drawn and men ready and anxious to get ashore. Balloon barrage
showing over GLASGOW. Many freighters in the harbour at anchor. Report from B.B.C. states that convoy
arrived a day too soon. One day ahead of schedule. All ranks very interested in shore sights by telescope and
passing launches. 1200 hrs — Word received for 3 Cdn Div Engineers (6 Field Coy 16 Field Coy) to disembark
at 1600 hrs 30 June 41. 1600 hrs unit off ship and taken ashore by lighter at 1640 Hrs. Landed at Greenoch.
Entrained there and proceeded by L.M.S. Railway to ALDERSHOT area arriving 1330 hrs 1 July 1941. Met
by E.S.C. and moved into Ramillies Barracks. 3 Cdn Div Engineers are first troops of 3 Cdn Div to get ashore
overseas. Very fine trip by train. Men amused by “toy” trains. Supper stop at EDINBURGH and breakfast
at LEICESTER.

Wednesdayl July 1941

Men getting beds adjusted and space sorted out and finding their way around camp. No parades
except meals. 18 Fd Coy and C.R.E. H.Q. staff arrive in barracks and move into huts. Capt. E.L. visited the
unit this P.M.. He was N.P.A.M. 6 Field Coy.

On arrival at Ramillies Barracks in Aldershot the 6" settled in and then the 5-day embarkation leaves
started. This went on for a couple of weeks as no more than half the unit could be on leave at any time.

Over the next few weeks everyone adjusted to England, getting used to pence and pounds, trams,
cinemas, neighbourhood pubs and driving on the left hand side of the road.

They also had an early taste of the war experiencing their first blackouts and a country devoid of
street signs (removed to confuse German paratroops). They also got used to reduced rations and a change in
diet, which compared to what they were used to in Canada left everyone hungry. But stomachs soon shrunk
and everyone eventually accepted the reality of food shortages.

Sprs Wally Vandervoort and John Bell in England .
P y v ! g Spr Scott and LCpl Clarence Farquar in England

But before they could start their engineer and combat training, they had to build just one more camp.
It was the 300-prisoner Headley Detention Barracks (or military prison) at Erie Camp in Headley Downs.
And like everything else in England there were shortages. Unlike Canada, there were almost no civilian
tradesmen to help. Everybody who was fit and able was in a factory or the military. So, other than a few old
men and boys they had to build the detention barracks themselves. With the exception of the Orderly Room
and the QM stores which were to occupy two partially completed huts, the remainder of the accommodations
were to be tents.



Headley Prison Blocks (Flatt)

BRITISH MONEY

There are three units of value in British Money—
pounds (£), shillings (s) and pence (d).

The pound has been set for the duration of the
war at $4.47. Roughly speaking £20 equals $90.
One pound (£1) equals 20 shillings (20/— or 20s).
The shilling equals nearly 25c, $1.00 amounts
roughly to 4/-. The penny equals roughly 2c.
A dime equals roughly 5d. The guinea (21 shil-
lings) is not now in actual use.

VALUE IN CURRENCY USED

NOTES: One pound (£1) roughly....... $4.50
Ten shillings 1o0/-) TSR RO SEEes 2.25
There are also five pound and larger notes.
SILVER: Crown (5/-) roughly....... 1.15
Half-crown (2/6) B TR .55
Florin 2/-) oI o e % 2 .50
Shilling Qa/-) ol A R R .25
Sixpence (6d) WS IR T T 12
Three-penny bit (3d) AR AT I, .06
COPPER: Penny (1d) i A .02
Halfpenny (24d) Tt TR .01

This part of the country was most picturesque and very beautiful. Narrow winding roads made
driving a continuous adventure, the driver never knowing what might await him around the next bend in
the road. All transport personnel were becoming accustomed to driving on the left hand side of the road and
accidents were very rare indeed. — Sam Flatt — History of the 6" Field Company RCE




They finished work on Headley in early October of 1941. The 6™ was then promptly moved to a
large country estate near Worpledon. They were now to concentrate on soldiering.
“overeas move”’o

From time to time reports are received in this department revealing the news ~ University of British Columbia's greatest rugger wing threes. Following is m‘
1hat Vancouver athletes are doing right well in England. Above you see the  the boys lineup (left to right):
members of mz 6th Field Company, Royal Canadian Engineers, who placed second Top row: Sapper Stan Kelley, Cpl. J. B. Stallard, Sapper J. G. McKinnon, Lieut.
in the Canadian Corps’ huge softball tourney. Strat Leggat (sports officer), Sapper E. J. Grieve, Sapper R. C. Holmes, Sapper J.
All the Jiays trained in North Vancouver before going overseas and made up K. Waters, Sapper W. A. MacDonald. Bottom row: Sapper H. S, Elliott (coach),
one of 16 {gams from the Third Division. Included in the picture are Sapper Stan  Sapper R. Brompton, Sapper F. S. Cassidy, Cpl L. uuomm (spom director),
Kelley, a,/former Angelus basketball star, and Lieut. Strat Leggat, once one of  Sapper A. E. Buttler, Sapper Freddy Doe and Sapper T.




