Chapter 8 Mobilization

On the morning of the 1%t of September 1939 Germany invaded Poland. The 61's strength stood at 6
officers and 30 ORs. The Officer Commanding was Major THM (Tom) Jermyn, whose father had been a
Sergeant in the 6" during WWI. The Sergeant Major was Charles Gill whose father had been the 6™ Sergeant
Major from 1913 to 1933. The unit still wore WWI uniforms and were armed with 50 Lee-Enfield rifles and
two Lewis guns. In the basement were pontoons, pontoon wagons and the harnesses for the horses to pull
them. There were saddles for horses, but there were no horses. There were no motorized vehicles. At 1500
hrs the OC received the telegram ordering the unit to mobilize. At 1900 hrs that night the unit paraded. The
next morning almost all the units 36 members volunteered for active service.
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Telegram ordering the mobilization of 6 FC RCE upon the German invasion of Poland (6FESMA)

Recruiting started immediately and on the 9™ orders were received to stop recruiting. The next day
Canada declared war on Germany. The unit strength now stood at 6 officers and 182 ORs. Of the officers,
two were civil engineers, one was a structural engineer and one an electrical engineer. The OC was a
machinist. Many of the men were tradesmen. In their ranks were carpenters, plumbers, electricians,
machinists, bricklayers, welders, painters, draughtsmen and mechanics.

For the first couple of weeks the unit concentrated on soldier and engineer training. It didn’t last,
because it wasn’t long before headquarters realized that there was a lot of work for an engineer unit to do
during mobilization and the 6™ had the people to do it.

Within days the numbers started to drop as attrition took its inevitable course. Some failed to pass
their medical review boards, some transferred to other units, while others had to leave for personal or business
reasons. By December 6™ the strength had dropped to 130. And while the numbers dropped, the engineer
workload increased. So, within a month, all training ceased.



e i AW

Construction of sentry boxes in the fall of 1939 (6FESMA)

6 FC RCE in Mahon Park in the fall of 1939

For the first few months all the local people lived at home, while the out-of-towners were quartered in the St.
Alice Hotel, near Lonsdale Avenue in North Vancouver. Without either a mess hall or cooks the unit
contracted to have the Olympic Club in North Vancouver to do the catering. There were as yet no unit
barracks.

Amongst the work done over the next nine months was the building and reinforcing of the coastal
gun positions at the Stanley Park Fort, the North Narrows Battery, Point Grey Battery and loco. Other work
parties found themselves in VVancouver completing projects at the Little Mountain signals station, the Seaforth
Armoury, the Beatty Street Drill Hall, the Point Grey Artillery camp, the Hastings Park Depot and the
“Georgia Dugout” a social hall on West Georgia. One of the projects at the Seaforth involved construction
of the fireplace in their officer’s mess. In North Vancouver they made improvements to Blair Range.



On November 20" orders were received to reduce the unit’s strength to 3 officers and 50 ORs but
the workload didn’t decrease. Morale plummeted. Some of the unit members took their releases and returned
to their civilian careers, while others transferred to other units. Most of the unit just dragged their heels. Then,
two weeks later, on December 6™ the unit received the order to stop all discharges but not the transfers. The
orders of the 20" had been cancelled. Morale immediately improved. However transfers to other units
continued. So, by December 28™ the unit strength was down to 6 officers and 111 ORs, of whom at least 10
were awaiting transfers.

Construction work behind the Drill Hall and the barrack block/mess hall during the winter of 1939/40 (Thomas)

In between completing jobs for the other brigade units and the brigade headquarters, the unit
excavated and expanded the armouries basement, converted a small classroom into sleeping accommodations
for the orderly officer and supervised the construction of a barrack block/mess hall to the north. They also
built a guardhouse at the south end of the drill hall complete with two small prison cells. On January 7th 1940
fifty of the unit’s members moved into their new quarters and camp discipline was imposed. Strength
continued to drop with numerous transfers on-going. By the 13t the strength was down to 5 officers and 77
ORs. With a number of the work parties “living-out™ at their work sites in loco, Little Mountain and at the
Seaforth camp everyone could now be accommodated in the barracks. Then in mid March work started at the
North VVancouver Drill Hall on more buildings. Under construction were 3 accommodation huts for officers,
6 huts for ORs and an ablution hut. Because all the unit tradesmen and engineers were tasked-out, the work
had to be done by 30 civilian workmen.



New Battledress uniforms issued

Company bugler Jack Park on the in the spring of 1940
doorstep of the barracks/mess hall

On March 8™ an Advance Party under Lt Webster left Vancouver for Yorke Island to survey, design
and build an Artillery post. They were followed on May 3" by the main party under Sgt Hampton. They
would remain on the island until June 15" when they returned to Vancouver, their work done.
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Unidentified Highlander and Gage-Cole on Yorke Island (Gage-Cole)

Lt Webster and unidentified officer on
Yorke Island (Webster)



On April 29" officers from the Irish Fusiliers (Vancouver Regiment) visited the Drill Hall to look
over their new camp. Now that all of the buildings were complete the 6™ was about to move. And on May 7
it happened. The 6™ relocated to the Seaforth Camp in Vancouver and handed over their drill hall and all the
outbuildings to the Irish. But they wouldn’t be gone long. On May 25" they got the word they were to become
part of the 3™ Canadian Infantry Division. On May 31° they moved again, this time to the Westminster Camp
in New Westminster. The next day they were told to resume recruiting, this time to their wartime
establishment. Shortly after they received a new OC, Major S.F.C. Sweeney. Sweeney, an engineer officer
in WWI, with operational experience on the Western Front and Northern Russia, replaced Major T.H.M
Jermyn, who reverted to Captain and assumed the position of 2IC. The stay in New Westminster was short,
to say the least. On June 13'" the unit was back in the Drill Hall in North Vancouver. The 6" had been gone
a little over a month.

On July 10th the unit was at its full strength of 260. Project work ceased and the unit focussed on
training new men, sending officers and NCOs on specialist courses and making the camp and drill hall more

comfortable.
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Telegram ordering 6 FC RCE on 24 hours notice (6FESMA)

On August 4, after returning to the Drill Hall from a church parade the unit was put on "24 hours
Notice to Move". All leave over 4 hours was cancelled. All surplus personal kit was cleaned and returned
home. On the morning of the 6™ two large trucks arrived and discharged large quantities of helmets, rifles,
webbing, packs etc into the QM stores. At 1430 hrs 26 items was issued to the first soldier. This process
continued non stop until 0215 when the last of 260 unit members walked out of the QM.

At 0300 hrs a full unit parade was held and the majority of the unit ordered to bed for a short rest.
However was no rest for either CQMS Thomas or his staff. Over the next three hours they cleaned up the
QM, packed the unit stores and moved to the railway station to load the baggage car. There was also no rest



for the Orderly Room staff who had to pack their files and equipment prior to the move. At 0800 hrs the unit
started to move by bus to the CNR station in Vancouver. By 1000 hrs everyone had arrived at the train station,
including family members, friends and the press. There was no secrecy about the move. The unit began
entraining. On the 7% of August at 1145 hrs the main party of the 6th left Vancouver for Debert Nova Scotia.
They left behind a small 10-person rear party in the Orderly Room and QM to “clean things up”. A month
later they would follow the main party east.

Captain Theodore C. (Ted) Thomas (1914-2002)
s Ted joined 6th Field Company, Royal Canadian Engineers as a sapper in

1933 and by September 1939 he was the unit CQMS. In 1940, Ted became 6 Field's
CSM. He landed in Normandy on D-Day with the headquarters party and was
seriously wounded in Germany in April of 1945. He was repatriated and spent three
years recovering at the Shaughnessy Hospital, where he met his future wife, who was
working as a nurse.

After his recovery, Ted worked in management in a number of plastic plants
in the Vancouver area. He also returned to the Militia and was commissioned as a
Captain in 6 Field Squadron Royal Canadian Engineers. He continued to serve as the
| Unit Pay Officer until his retirement from the Army in the mid 1960s.
He was a very active member of the 6th Field Squadron Veterans
Association and one of its leaders. In conjunction with CQMS Sam Flatt he was one of the authors of the unit
history written in the 1950s and donated a considerable amount of material to the 6 Field Engineer Squadron
Museum Association.

He passed away peacefully on March 5, 2002 in his 88th year at Port Coquitlam B.C.

Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Henry Jermyn MBE (1904-1998)

Thomas was born in Born 3 November 1904 Pine Lake Alberta. In 1910
the family moved to North VVancouver and by 1911 he was living with his parents
and sister at 114 13™ Street in North VVancouver.

At the start of WWI his father joined the
reserve company of 6 Field. Between 1916 and 1918
his son was a cadet with the 6th

In 1923 he followed in his father footsteps
and joined the 6 as a sapper. He qualifying as a
Sergeant in 1927. On September 24" 1929 he was
commissioned as a 2" Lieutenant. He became a
Captain on March 24" 1934 and a Major and the 6’s
commandlng officer on 1 April 1939. At that time he was working as a
machinist and toolmaker for Boeing.

Upon the declaration of war he was granted leave by Boeing and
became the 6"’s CO during the mobilization period. On 1 June 1940 he
reverted to the rank of Captain on the appointment of Maj Sweeney as the CO.
Later, on September 4, 1940, while in Debert, he married Helen M. Malcolm
from Springfield Missouri and they had a short honeymoon in Ontario. After
Maj Sweeney’s death on 23 November 1940 he was restored to the rank of
Major and resumed command of the unit. He remained in command during the
6th's deployment to England and in 1943 handed over command to Maj Bert Sukarov.

After leaving the 6™ he assumed command of 15t Workshop and Park Company RCE then was made
Assistant Director Labour at Headquarters 1% Canadian Army in Dec 1944, responsible for recruiting and
employing large gangs of civilian labourers. He remained the AD Labour in Europe until 27 July 1945 at
which point he began the process of demobilization. By the end of the war he had been promoted to Lt Col
and awarded the MBE.

He eventually retired to the small town of Cabool Missouri and passed away in Walnut Shade
Missouri on Wednesday October 28, 1998 at the age 93.




