
Chapter 6  -  The Right Half of the 6th and the BC Beavers 
 

6th Field Company Canadian Engineers later the 6th Engineer Battalion Canadian Engineers, Canadian 

Expeditionary Force 

 

The 6th Field Company CEF was authorized on 2nd January 1915. Organization 

began in Ottawa on the 12th of January. The first drafts consisted mostly of students from 

Queens University with the remainder of the unit coming from across the country, including 

North Vancouver. In all 1326 men served with this unit including 88 from British 

Columbia.   

The unit was part of the 2nd Canadian Division and arrived in England on the 29th 

of April 1915 along with the Headquarters of the 2nd Canadian Divisional Engineers and 

the 4th and 5th Field Companies. Rather than go to Salisbury Plain, where the first 

contingent had gone, they were sent to Dibgate Camp in the Shorncliffe area. Along with 

the Medical and Army Service Corps the Engineers had arrived ahead of the Division's 

Infantry and Artillery units. The camp only had hutted accommodation for 8000 men. So 

the engineers settled in under canvas and by the time the infantry and artillery arrived things 

had sorted themselves out. They then started training. 

Four months later, on the 17th of September 1915 the 2nd Canadian Division 

arrived in France with the 6th going to Locre on the 22nd. They had a arrived at a quiet time 

in a quiet part of the front. And as was typical of the engineer deployments, their transport 

lines were a couple of miles to the rear, which although it did help protect them from 

sporadic German shellfire didn’t make for the most efficient working arrangements.  

Their first major engagement was at Mount Sorrel. Later during the attack on 

Courcelette, which was part of the 1916 Battle of the Somme the 6th was involved. Section 

parties of 25 men and an officer waited in the forward trenches for the order to move 

forward and prepare redoubts as part of the consolidation of captured positions. And all that 

time they suffered casualties from German fire. In one section alone five NCOs became 

casualties. Of men there were many, of experienced NCOs few. They were hard to replace. 

Along with the other Canadian Corps engineers they then participated in the 1917 

attack on Vimy Ridge. The engineer supporting detachments consisted of a subaltern with a 

handful of Sappers and a small working party. They were initially deployed with the fourth 

wave but as the attack progressed they soon found themselves mixed in with the first wave 

and in some cases fighting alongside them. Once the ridge was captured they had to quickly 

build a series of strong points connected by trenches, as the tired and depleted infantry 

battalions were unable to provide much in the 

way of help.  

In May of 1918 the engineers of the 

Canadian Corps were reorganized and the 

pioneer battalions and tunneling companies 

combined with the engineer field companies to 

become engineer battalions. As such the 6th Field 

Company along with elements of the 123rd Canadian Pioneer Battalion and the 

1st Tunneling Company became the 6th Battalion Canadian Engineers.  

After the Armistice, on December 4th 1918 Lieutenant T.W. Scott of 

the 6th Battalion Canadian Engineers crossed the German border at the front of 

the Battalion carrying the Corps colours. In January 1919 they returned to 

Belgium and settled into the town of Annevoie to await repatriation and 

disbandment. On the 27th of May they were back in Ottawa. A total of 68 

officers and 1258 other ranks had served with the unit, 57 of whom were killed 

or died while 150 were wounded.   

After the war Ottawa's 6th had its annual reunion and became known as 

the "Right Half". North Vancouver became known as the " Left Half".   

Engineer Company in 

Column of Route 

(Engineer Training 1912) 



Temporary Captain Francis Joseph Airey (1889-1982) 

 Born on 5 July 188,9 his father Albert had come out from Toronto the year before 

to help rebuild Vancouver after the Great Fire in 1888. His father was a builder, a founder of 

Christchurch and the first and for a time the only undertaker in Vancouver. Their home, 

which he shared with his parents and two sisters Lillian 

and Rosie, was on Thurlow Street, between Pender 

Street and Melville Street.  

 Prior to joining 6 Field he was active in the 

boy scout movement and was registered as the first 

Canadian scoutmaster in 1910 with a troop of 73 

scouts.  

 Francis Joseph Airey was working as a 

carpenter when he joined 6 Field Company CE in 1912. 

He rose rapidly, being promoted to Corporal in May 

1913 and on 1 November 1913 qualified as a Sergeant. He was also the editor of the 

Engineer’s Annual published by the NCOs of the Sixth Field Company Canadian 

Engineers in January 1914. 

 When the Great War started he was a sergeant.  He left North Vancouver with 

the 7th oversea draft on 14 July 1915. By early December 1916 he was a lieutenant and 

on 16 July 1918 was the Assistant Adjutant of the 6th Engineer Battalion. After the 

Armistice, he was transferred to Brigade and became an Acting Captain and a staff 

officer.  

 After the war he moved to the Okanagan and spent four years in a Soldiers 

Settlement where he learned to farm. His father owned 6 acres of land on Bridgeport 

Road near No 5 Road where in 1932 they built four greenhouses. There they grew 

tomatoes and cucumbers and sold them to Vancouver wholesalers.  

 He remained active in the Boy Scout movement and maintained contact with 

many of his old army comrades including CSM Joseph Gill. He was also an avid 

square dancer, organized “The Tumbleweeds” square dancing group and dances in St 

Albans Church Hall and the St. Edwards Hall.  

 He married Margaret Dowie who was also active in the Girl Guides, the 

president of the Women’s Auxiliary of St Albans (Anglican) Church, the local Nursing 

Director of the St Johns Ambulance and during WWII was in charge of the Richmond 

Red Cross.   

 During WWII Frank re-enlisted and shutdown his Boy Scout troop for the 

duration.  

 After his second war he returned to his greenhouses and operated them until 

1966. Then, after they were damaged in a storm, he tore them down. Frank Joseph 

Airey passed away on 14 September 1982 at the age of 93.    

 

Sergeant Andrew Winning M.M. (1886 -1917) 

He was the son of William and Elizabeth 

Winning, of Neilston Scotland born on 18th of May 1886 

and immigrated to Canada in the early part of the 20th 

century. He moved to Vancouver and in the pre-war 

construction boom he found work as a mason. He was tall 

for the time at 5’10’ tall and had striking blue eyes. As far as is known he was unmarried. Then 

came the war. On the 31st of January 1915 he was in the third Engineer draft to leave North 

Vancouver.   

He sailed from Canada as a sapper and arrived in the UK on 29 April 1915. After 

further training in England he went to France and reported into the 6 Field Company Canadian 

Engineers in France in September of 1915. In less than 18 months he had been promoted to 

Corporal. In July of 1917 he was slightly wounded in the back by splinters from a German 

projectile fired at an Allied observation balloon near Dickebusch. On August 15 1917 was awarded the Military Medal for 

bravery. A month later he was made an Acting Sergeant and on September 5 1917 that promotion was confirmed. 

He fell on the 11th of November 1917 at Ypres: 

 

“The 11th was alternately fine and showery. Lt Ball with 20 NCOs and sappers of No 2 section left Ypres in time to meet 50 

pioneers of the 107th Bn at 430 AM, near Spree Farm. As the party was proceeding thence along a trail to Beecham it was 



General Service Wagon (6FESMA) 

Souchez Trench Map (From the 

Rideau to the Rhine and Back) 

heavily shelled. Sapper O.D. Cooper and a pioneer were instantly killed. Sgt Winning, one of the finest types of NCO the 

company has ever had, was hit in the spine and abdomen, dying shortly thereafter…. Winning is said to have had a 

presentiment, on Saturday night that he was for it the next time he went up the line.”  

From The Rideau to the Rhine and Back  -  The 6th Field Company and Battalion C.E. in the Great War 

 

He is buried in the Duhallow Advanced Dressing Station Cemetery 1.6 kilometres north of town of Ypres 

 

  



6 Field Coy CE in Otterpool Camp in the UK 

1915  

(From the Rideau to the Rhine and Back) 

BC Beavers in the Rockies on their way to Ottawa (6FESMA) BC Beavers attending life boat drill in Mid-Atlantic 

aboard RMS Baltic (6FESMA) 

From Sapper 25 Jan 1951  -  12th Field Company Canadian Engineers later the 12th Engineer Battalion Canadian 

Engineers, Canadian Expeditionary Force 

Early in 1916 the 12th Field Company, Canadian Engineers, initially known as the "B, C. BEAVERS" was 

recruited in North Vancouver. Under the command of Major Percy Ward, it left as the 19th Draft on April 3rd 1916 and was 

sent to Ottawa for further training, before dispatched to England in May. 

 

After a period of uncertainty, it was finally allotted to the 4th Canadian 

Division as part of the Divisional Engineers and continued training in 

England.  

 It arrived in France in August 1916. Major C. T. Trotter was 

now in command of the Company. The Company first went into action 

at St. Eloi where it relieved a company of the 2nd Divisional Engineers 

and worked for about 2 weeks. Here they quickly learned their new 

trade. The Company then moved to near Kemmel where it suffered its 

first casualties. 

Meanwhile the Somme offensive was underway and the 4th 

Canadian Division was ordered south to join the operation. So, early in 

October, the 12th Field Company, after a considerable journey 'by rail and 

road”, found itself on the outskirts of Albert and after relieving the 9th 

Field Company, was pushed forward.  

This was the Company's first taste of active operations as compared to the relatively peaceful and stationary war in 

the Kemmel area. Tram-lines had to be pushed forward after each attack, dug-outs had to be constructed, trenches had to be 

consolidated and improved, "bath mat" walks had to be laid. The weather was generally bad and night after night the 

Sappers walked over seas of mud to meet their infantry working parties. They were under almost continuous artillery fire, 

which made the job of supervising the digging of trenches in the mud very difficult. During the SOMME operations Lieut. 

Casualties were 

BC Beavers at Larsons Pavilion prior to their departure 



heavy. Lt. Burrows was killed and numerous N.C.O.s and Sappers killed and wounded. 

Finally the division left the Somme and marched north to Vimy Ridge. Here the 12th Field Company relieved the 

3rd Field Company at the north end of the Ridge. The era of the trench mortar had begun. "Flying Pigs", "Rum Jars", 

"Darts", "Rifle Grenades", and other projectiles continually "crumped" in the trenches after they had been carefully revetted. 

It became a race between the trench mortar and the Sapper.  

Another feature of this period was the great raiding activity on the Part of the Canadians. Generally the raiding 

parties had teams of Sappers carrying charges to blow in the dug-outs and/or Bangalore torpedoes to cut gaps in the wire. 

After Vimy Ridge was taken on the 9th of April, 1917, the Company was kept busy consolidating and improving 

the captured trenches, pushing forward roads and tram-lines, and generally improving the ridge’s defenses.  

The summer of 1917 was spent on the Lens front, which was also very active. Canadian infantry, almost always 

accompanied by Sappers, were continually raiding the Germans. In these raids the Sappers again found themselves along 

side the infantry.  

On October 1 1917, the Division was committed to the Passchendaele battle. The 12th was given the job of 

building plank roads and "bath mat" walkways over seas of mud. Bad weather and German shells made Passchendaele a 

battle to remember. 

The drivers had to drive through an inferno of shells and bombs to get their loads of engineer materials to the job 

sites and almost always made it. One night Driver Daniels, with other 12th Field Company drivers, was part of a pack train; 

when the train was hit by shells and the officer and corporal killed. Daniels took charge of the pack train and guided the 

remnants forward to its destination. 

After Ypres, the Division moved south and before Christmas 1917 the 12th relieved the 1st Field Company on the 

Lens front, where it worked for most of the winter, later moving to St. Pierre. 

In early May, the Company was taken out of the line for a rest and 3 weeks later, on the reorganization of the 

Canadian Engineers, ceased to exist as a Field Company. On May 26, 1918, the 12th Battalion, Canadian Engineers was 

formed at Burbure from the 12th Field Company C.E. (About 220 men), 124th 

Battalion (Pioneers) (About 250 men), 14th Field Company C.E. (About 50 men) 

and 2nd Tunnelling Company (About 80 men).  

Intensive training commenced, with special attention to Musketry, Lewis 

Gun, Pontoon Bridging, and Demolitions. Early in July, "C" Company with one 

section of "B" Company attached was sent to Bauvry to build a tram-line for the 

55th Division. This party finished the job and rejoined the Battalion, which had 

meanwhile moved to Maroeuil.  On July 19, the Battalion went into the line for the 

first time, relieving the 1st Battalion, Canadian Engineers just north of the River 

Scarpe. 

On August 2, the 2nd Division was relieved and proceeded south by train 

and road to join the Amiens battle. On the morning of August 8, "B" and "D" 

Companies followed the advancing 12th Brigade infantry while the rest of the 

Battalion remained under orders of the C.R.E. They were chiefly employed on 

roadwork until August 24, when the Division was withdrawn and moved north for 

the Arras-Cambria operation. 

After taking the Queant-Drocourt line on September 2, parties of sappers 

from “A” Company were attached to artillery units to assist them in crossing bad 

BC Beaver Officers L to R Lt Robertson, Maj P Ward, Lt Jock 

Maclean, Lt JL Melville (6FESMA) 
BC Beaver Sappers in England (6FESMA) 



ground, “B” and ‘C” companies worked on overland routes for guns and “D” company followed the infantry to search for 

“boobytraps” in dugouts and elsewhere. 

For several days prior to crossing the Canal Du Nord, the Battalion constructed overland routes for infantry and 

artillery, north and south of Inchy. Most of this had to be done at night and sometimes under shell and machine-gun fire. 

Again there were numerous casualties among the sappers. 

On September 27, the attack started. "A" Company assisted the artillery while "B" and "D" companies repaired the 

roads for the lorries and "C" Company worked with the 12th Brigade. One sub-section under Lieut. Upper accompanied the 

85th Battalion in their attack on Bourlon Village. Their mission was to destroy the tunnel entrances which were reported to 

exist in Bourlon, and the sappers carried in 10-pound mobile charges for this purpose. Lieut. Upper's men were among the 

first to enter the village. 

On October 6, the Battalion moved by lorries to Agnez-les-Duisans. After a week of rest they again moved 

forward. This time to Soudemont. On October 18 the Germans retired from the Sense Canal. All the bridges over the Canal 

had been destroyed. The Companies were moved forward to Aubigny-au-Bac. "A" Company worked non stop for 36 hours 

to build a steel span over the Canal. "C" Company and one section of "D" Company built a road bridge for heavy traffic 

across the Canal, which they completed on the morning of the 20th. This bridge was the first across the canal to carry 

lorries, and everything from heavy howitzers to 10-ton oil tank lorries went over it. The Battalion then marched to 

Ewerchicourt late on the 20th, and then to Denain. 

On the evening before the attack on Valenciennes, "B" Company built a pontoon bridge to get field guns across the 

Canal. That night Cpl. Miller and several sappers conducted a reconnaissance of the Canal, although the Germans were on 

the far bank and very active with flares. "C" Company was attached to the 12th Brigade and they were to help the 72nd and 

38th Battalions cross the Canal at zero hour. Two cork foot bridges were made up and readied. At zero hour on November 1 

one bridge was launched successfully, but it was impossible to launch the other owing to intense M.G. fire. Lt. Milne, 

however, found a partly destroyed bridge on which the infantry crossed. 

On the morning of the 2nd, 2nd/Corpl. Breeze and Sapper Pratt, attached to the 72nd Battalion, ran ahead of the 

infantry and cut the electrical connections to the demolition charges on a bridge. This was done under enemy rifle fire and 

with the chance that the bridge might be blown at any time. The infantry later crossed over it to the far side. 

On the same day Major G. H. Shaw, who had commanded the Battalion since September, captured eight prisoners 

while on reconnaissance. On the 3rd, Major Shaw while making another reconnaissance was killed inside the German lines. 

Lieut.-Colonel Schmidlin M.C., then took over the Battalion. 

After the Armistice on November 11th, the Battalion 

moved into Belgium and marched by easy stages toward Brussels, 

where it finally halted just before Christmas. Christmas found the 

headquarters at Vieux Sart, "A" Company at Dion Le Mont, "B" 

and "C" Companies at Nil St. Vincent and "D" at Corroy Le 

Grand. 

The winter passed quietly, sports and dances helped to 

pass the time and the Belgian people made the men feel at home, 

but the longing to return to Canada was strong . 

On May 3, the 12th Engineer Battalion entrained at 

Wavre, traveled to Havre in France, and from there to Witley 

Camp in England prior to their return to Canada. A total of 

roughly 1300 men had served with the unit, 70 were killed or died 

while 220 were wounded. Members of the 12th were also awarded 1 DSO, 6 MCs, 2 bars to the MM and 24 MMs. 
 

 

Engineer Battalion in Column of route (6FESMA) 



504857 Spr Frank Stovell left North Vancouver with the 19th Engineer Draft on April 3 1916. A few months later 

he wrote:  

“Left the boat morning 29th May after being served with an emergency ration of a loaf and a tin of bully beef. We 

entrained at 4 pm, which wasn’t bad, considering there were about ten thousand troops to dispose of and we were the last 

to land. 

We traveled from six to eight in a carriage, which with our equipment made it quite tight enough to be comfortable. We 

passed through Birmingham, Oxford etc, some quite large manufacturing centers, which are very slummy. The country in 

between was just lovely – nothing I have ever seen over the water can even approach it.  Every little town and village we 

passed through turned out its quota of people to give us a wave. We arrive at Lipcott Station – nearest to here – about 2 am 

and by the time we had detrained and monkeyed around and marched the 2½ miles here in the dark, it was 4 am. You can 

guess we were ready for an unexpected windfall in the shape of hot coffee and cheese. 

For the first two days our meals were rotten as we were not drawing our proper rations, but now they are pretty good. 

We are quartered at Bramshott, which is almost entirely a Canadian camp. We are in wooden huts – the best sleeping 

accommodation we have had yet; everything is kept clean and tidy, proper drainage and water laid on everywhere. 

We heard yesterday of the big naval fight at Jutland.”      (Spr Frank Stovell Bramshott, England June 1916) 

 

504756 Sapper Harry Hutcheson left North Vancouver as a member of the 19th Draft (B.C. Beavers) on 3 April 1916.  

A year and half later he wrote from France: 

“The greater portion of the Beavers are still fine and fit though we have 

many new faces come to keep the company up to full strength. Our ranks 

have been depleted by sick, wounded and killed. Of the latter I am glad to tell 

you that we have been fortunate; perhaps the men you know best are Telford, 

McQueen and Gray all of whom paid the supreme sacrifice on the battlefield. 

We had a number of wounded but all as far as we can learn are doing 

splendid in the hospitals in England. To give a detailed account of all our 

dealings since leaving North Vancouver would entail a great amount of 

writing and as you know all letters are censored. 

The Beavers have had a wandering experience somewhat similar to that 

of the children of Israel, and many times have we thought that we had found 

the promised land in the shape of a good piece of front, where we could settle 

down, for a good front indicates good trenches, dugouts etc and easy to keep 

in good condition.  

Drainage is very important for, at this time of year, we cannot obtain 

natural drainage, and we have dugouts with 12 inches of water and cannot 

be comfortable. 

Trenches of today are ideal compared with those our troops had to 

occupy in the earlier stages of the war. 

After landing in France the first thing we noticed was the abundance of 

material suitable for trench construction and we always had more than enough to complete the work. 

A good dugout will protect troops from a direct hit from a shell provided they are well down. Between 15 and 25 feet 

seem to be a popular depth although German dugouts go much deeper... 

Sometimes some of our men have to act as guides, for an Engineer is supposed to know his portion like a book and 

guide the infantry in and out of the trenches; in fact an engineer has to be a moving information bureau.” 

Sapper Henry Hutcheson France, December 17, 1917 

 

504797 Sapper Joseph Albert McNamara left North Vancouver as a member of the 19th Engineer Draft on 3 April 1916.  

 "By the time you get this letter, I hope some of us are on the way back home 

 Guess my discharge depot will be North Vancouver and it cannot come too soon. Now is the trying time for us all, 

wondering when we are going to hit the big pond. But no matter how we worry we will have to wait till it happens. The 

excitement is too much to sit down and write letters.” 

Sgt Joseph Albert McNamara Somewhere in France November 16th, 1918  

  



Sapper Harry Pascoe Duplissie (1885-1917) 

 Born in Topique New Brunswick, married, with five children he fell at Vimy.  He 

was a carpenter and entered into partnership with his father who had also moved to 

Vancouver. In 1904 he married Edith Jarvis, coming to live in North Vancouver in 1909, 

where three of their five children were born.  

. He enlisted as a sapper in 1916 and left North Vancouver with the 19th draft on 3 

April 1916. When the 12th Field Company was formed in England he was assigned to 4 

section.  

 He served with the 12th until killed by a high explosive shell on 21 April 1917. At 

the time he was engaged on road work after the capture of Vimy Ridge. Killed in the same 

blast was another soldier from the 19th draft Sapper Alexander Sinclair and a sapper from the 

prairies Harry Attwood Stevenson. Mortally wounded by the blast was a third member of the 

19th draft Sapper William Richard W Walkem.  Duplissie, Sinclair and Stevenson were all 

buried in the Villiers Military Cemetery. Walkem was buried in Barlin Communal Cemetery 

Extension.  

 

Sapper William Richard Walkem (1895-1917) 

 The son of a doctor and a promising young mechanic he was only 21 when he died in the 

Great War. 

 Born in Vancouver on August 19th 1895 and the son of Doctor W.W. Walkem he was 

considering going to university for engineering after the war.  Before enlisting he had spent three 

years in the boy scouts and had just started work at the Vancouver Engineering Works as a mechanic. 

When the war started in 1914 he was one of the first to volunteer and one of the youngest at only 19. 

He went overseas with the first contingent in 1914 as the bugler for 1st Field Company 

Canadian Engineers. And he later served with distinction as a dispatch rider with Major J.P. Fell. 

 In early 1917 he spent 4 months in hospital and when released joined the 12 th Field Company which 

was going back into action. He died of wounds received during the assault on Vimy Ridge on April 

22nd 1917 and is buried in the Barlin Communal Cemetery Extension in France 

 

 

 

Major Percy Ward (1882-1964) 

He was the first commanding officer of the “BC Beavers” in the Great War and was 

later known as BC’s “Mister Hospital” 

  Percy Ward was born in Yorkshire England where he joined the South 

Staffordshire Volunteers. He then transferred to the 2nd Battalion of the Gloucester Regiment. 

The 2nd Gloucesters left England on 1st January 1900 and arrived in Capetown on the 21st. 

They then became part of the 13th Brigade which fought at Paardeberg. Percy served to the 

end of the South African war with both the 2nd Battalion and on the British Army staff at 

Bloomfontein. When the war was over, the 2nd Battalion remained in South Africa. On the 5th 

of June 1905 in Bloemfontein South Africa Percy married Zellah Celestine Fitzmaurice and 

they remained in South Africa until 1909 when they moved to BC.  

 Along with his brother John he joined 6 Field Company as a lieutenant in 1911.  

At that time Percy was 28 and living in North Vancouver with his wife Zellah 27, his 

daughter Nellie 2, his daughter Lilly 8 ½ and his brother Joseph 18. Percy was then working as a real estate agent in the firm 

of Ward Burmester and Von Gravenitz and his brother Joseph was working as a clerk. One of the real estate agents in the 

firm was William Henry Pratt who would later change his name, his occupation and go on to become famous as the actor 

Boris Karloff. He reportedly wasn’t a very successful real estate agent. .  

 When the war came Percy was promoted to Major and placed in command of the 19 th overseas draft, which was 

known as the “B.C. Beavers”. This was the only draft from North Vancouver which was raised as a Field Company and on 

its arrival in England was numbered as the 12th. He handed over command of the 12th in England and became the Adjutant 

of the 4th Divisional Engineers in France in August 1916.  On the 6th of March 1917 he transferred to the Canadian Engineer 

Training Depot and on the 21st of May 1918 transferred to 2nd Canadian Engineer Reinforcement Battalion where Lt Col JP 

Fell was CO of the Battalion and where he assumed command of “B” Company. The war ended and on the 14 th of February 

1919 he was taken off the strength of 2nd CERB and in March sailed back to Canada. 

 Back in Canada he became the manager of the Burrard Wood and Fuel Company and later the Secretary for the 

Burrard Inlet Tunnel and Bridge Company. In the 1930s Percy Ward was the Manager and Secretary-Treasurer of the North 

Vancouver General Hospital. In 1936 he joined the B.C Hospital Association and occupied a variety of positions with 

organization including Assistant Advisor on Hospital Services, Inspector of Hospitals, Chief Inspector of Hospitals and 



Victory Medal and 

British War Medal 

finally Executive Secretary. He finally retired in 1958 but remained as the Honourary Secretary until his death on the 3 rd of 

February 1964.  

 He was predeceased by his wife Zellah in 1962 but survived by his three daughters, 12 grandchildren and 5 

great-grandchildren.      

 

A/Sgt John Andrew Macfie DCM MM (1893-1955) 

 Macfie was born in Dewdney BC in 1893 and by 1911 was 

living with his parents and three sisters on Pandora Street in 

Vancouver. When he joined 6 Field in early 1916 he was working as a 

fitter. He arrived in England in April 1916 and served with the 4th 

Divisional Engineers in France where he was awarded the Military 

Medal for bravery on February 22 1918. With the fall came a 

promotion and a transfer to the Northern Russia where he fought in the 

Russian Civil War against the Bolsheviks. It was here he received his 

second award for bravery.    

 

“504668 Macfie M.M.,J.A. A./Sjt. C.E.R.D.,C.E. 01/16/19 04/12/19, P34 Sup. 

For conspicuous gallantry north of Oboserskaia, from 31st August to 6th September, 1918, while 

with an advanced guard, carrying explosives to stop the action of the enemy armoured train. On 

two occasions he went forward alone under heavy fire and blew up the line, thus preventing the 

train from approaching our positions. On one occasion, with the advanced infantry, when an 

attack was held up by a machine gun, he led forward a small party, killed and dispersed the enemy and captured the gun. 

Throughout the operations he set a splendid example of courage and coolness to his men. (N. Russia.) (M.M. London 

Gazette February 23, 1918; Canada Gazette March 30, 1918, Page 3331.)” 

 On October 4 1919 Sgt John Andrew Macfie DCM MM was demobilized in Toronto Ontario.  He returned to 

Vancouver and by the early 20s was living in West Vancouver. On the 20th of June 1922 he married Maud Clayton in North 

Vancouver. They had one child, a boy. In 1940 he started work as a toolmaker with Dominions Bridge and worked there for 

the next 15 years. Maude passed away in 1948 and John subsequently married his second wife Elsie Meakin. He died 

suddenly at his home on the 22nd of July 1955 at 63. 

 

Brigadier General Allister Thompson MacLean, CBE, MC, VD (1888-1961) 

 He was born on March 27 1888 in Bridgeville Nova Scotia. 

Between 1910-1914. he served  with the Peterboro Rangers in Peterboro, Ontario. At the 

beginning of the war he was qualified as an electrical engineer and served with the 3rd Fortress 

Company operating the searchlights in Esquimalt, B.C. He rose to the rank of Sgt and in 1916 

joined the 12th Field Company CE as a Lt.  He then served in England and France and in 1918 

was appointed as a Staff Captain to the Chief Engineer, Canadian Corps. He was awarded the MC 

on the occasion of his majesty’s birthday. No citation given.  

 He rejoined the 6th in North Vancouver in 1920 as a Capt and in 1922 was promoted to 

Major and assumed command of 6th Field Company CE, NPAM.  He remained in command until 

1926. Between 1927 and 1932 he served as the Lt.-Col. CE 11 District Engineers NPAM 

Between 1931-1932 he was the President of the Military Engineers Association. In 1933 he ceased his active 

involvement with the militia and became a Lt.-Col. on the Reserve Strength.  

On his reactivation in 1939 he reverted to the rank of Major and in Dec 1939 became the OC of the 11th Field 

Company, RCE. In 1941 he again became a Lt Col and was appointed as the  CRE of the 2nd Canadian Infantry Division In 

1942 he took command of No 1 Canadian Engineer Reinforcement Unit. Later that year he was promoted to Col and 

appointed as the CRE, of the Canadian Army Troops. On the 14th of January 1943. he was promoted to Brigadier and 

became the Chief Engineer of the 2nd Canadian Corps. Six months later he became the Chief Engineer of the Canadian 

Army. 

 In April of 1944  he visited all the RCE units in Italy and on the 6 th of  July 1944 arrived in Normandy with his 

staff  During the first days of Sept. 1944 he retired from the Active Force as he was now well over the age for active field 

service.  He joined the retired list as Brig. A T. McLean, CBE, MC, VD, Retired. On the 5th April of 1945 a 1656 ft long 

floating bailey bridge over the Rhinewas named in his honour.  He passed away on July 8 1961 in Vancouver 

  



Sergeant John Henry Short DCM MM (1886-1978) 

 Born in Sussex England by 1911 he was living in Vancouver and working as a painter in 

1915.. He was unmarried when he attested to the Canadian Over-Seas Expeditionary Force in North 

Vancouver. He left North Vancouver with the 7th overseas draft on the 14th of July 1915. On his 

arrival overseas he was posted to the 8th Field Company on the Western Front. By late 1916 he had 

been wounded and awarded the Military Medal. 

 By the end of 1916 he had been promoted to 2nd Cpl and on January 1st 1917 was awarded 

the Distinguished Conduct Medal. 

 However the war had taken its toll. In October 1918 he returned to Canada with shellshock. 

 After the war he married Grace Humphry and worked for the B.C. government as a painter. 

He passed away on 1st of March 1978 in the Maple Ridge Hospital at the age of 93.  

 
 

Lieutenant Bentley Collingwood (B.C.) Hilliam (1890 – 1968) 

B.C. Hilliam was born in Scarborough England and although he already 

had some success as an entertainer listed his occupation on enlistment as a rough 

carpenter and clerk. He was originally to have gone overseas with the 19th draft, 

however, his talents as a songwriter and organizer were recognized when he 

arrived in Ottawa. There he produced and directed a stage show attended by Sam 

Hughes who was so impressed that he immediately took him out of the draft and 

commissioned as a lieutenant. 

For the rest of the war Lt B.C. Hilliam would take Canadian Army 

variety, charity and fund raising shows on tours throughout North America.  

In the 1920s he went back to England and became Flotsam in the popular 

English music hall duo “Flotsam and Jetsam”. BC Hilliam wrote most of the duos 

songs, played the piano and sang in a light, high tenor voice. By contrast, Jetsam 

(Malcom McEachern, an Australian) had a deep bass voice. Their material 

consisted of comic and sentimental songs and songs with mild social commentary.  

His connections to the military did not end in 1918. During the Second 

World War he again volunteered to entertain the troops, and traveled extensively 

with military stage shows.  


