Chapter 4 Engineer Training Centers in North Vancouver and Vancouver
LCol (Retd) V.A. Larocque

On August 4 the United Kingdom declared war on Germany, meaning Canada was automatically at war.
On August 14 Canada then passed the War Measures Act suspending all civil rights in Canada for the duration
of the crisis. On August 19" Canada officially declared war on Germany and the Austro-Hungarian Empires
and so began Canada’s participation in the Great War.

Before Canada formally declared war the units first overseas draft under Maj J.P. Fell had been raised
and left Vancouver.

Maj J.P,. Fell and the first overseas draft in front of Larsons Pavilion 10 August 1914

After Major Fell and the first draft left on
August 10, what remained of the 6™ Field
Company CE was tasked to operate a training
centre under the command of Capt. J. E. Ward.
Y For the first year their armoury was Larson’s
. Dance Pavilion. Then in 1915 they moved up
the hill to the new drill hall on Forbes Avenue.

Around the new drill hall rose an
| extensive training base with a cookhouse,
workshops, a tented camp, storage buildings,
stables and a barrack block. Just to the north in
Mahon Park bridges, bunkers, barbed wire
fences and trenches appeared. By 1918 a
second satellite camp was operating at

6 Field Coy C.E. Training Staff at Larsons Pavilion 1915



Hastings Park in VVancouver.
Drill Hall with outbuildings and tents in 1916
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Spr Erskine in front
of his tent (6FESMA)
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Physical Fitness Class 1916

Returned soldiers reception at the Drill Hall on July 2 1917 (6FESMA)



Recruiting To supply the training centre with recruits the 6™ set up recruiting offices in Vancouver and
Victoria. By late 1914 they were both operational. A few lucky members of the recruiting staff even got to
travel. At the beginning these recruiting trips were restricted to British Columbia.

But that changed when America entered the war. Canadian Army recruiting teams received permission
from America to recruit Canadian and British subjects residing in the United States. So the teams crossed the
border, traveling by train through the Western States and by ship to Hawaii. Canadians, Brits, Australians,
New Zealanders, Irishmen, Scots and South Africans were given the choice of either volunteering for the
Canadian Army or being drafted into the American, Many chose Canada.. Once attested they were handed a
one-way ticket to Vancouver, some money and off they went.
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Headquarters 6th Field Co. C. E.
North Hanconer, B.C.

RECRUITING OFFICES :

VANCOUVER B.C VICTORIA, B.C.
Corner Hastings & Homer 606 Trounce Avense

Phene Seymour 3469
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MEDICAL CRITERIA

Of Interest To Militia Men -
All volunteers must meet the following criteria:

Age: 18-45 years

Height: 5 feet 3 inches

Chest: 33 '2inches

Eyesight: Must be able to read D6 at 6 meters (20 feet)
and D- 0.6 at any distance without glasses

Hearing and speech must be good without impediment.
Teeth: Loss or decay of 10 teeth will disqualify - well
filled teeth will be considered as sound.

Men with dental plates who have lost 10 or more teeth
will be Passed.

Heart and lungs must be sound. Ruptures, severe

MANY Mon: MEN NEEDED varicose hemorrhoids or varix will disqualify. Chronic

Clerks, and Others

“Canadian Enginers Laying Telsraptic Cabe a the Gallop”

diseases, congenital malformations or severe injury will
iin experience which will . .
g disqualify.
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If you are a Tradesman or Me

There is a Place for You in the CANADIAN

ENG'NW‘“ It Signed: F.C.Hart; Major RAMC Military District #11
o i S Cranbrook Herald
December 10, 1914

Drats are leaving NORTH VANCOUVER every week
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NORTH VANCOUVER, B.C.
Malor J. EADES WARD, C.E, Recruiting Officer.
Victoria Recruiting Office: 606 View St.

Vancouver Recruiting Office: Cor. Hastings and Homer Sts.
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Training At the two camps the soldiers received basic recruit and engineer training. After graduation
the majorityformed into drafts and boarded trains for bases in either Ottawa or Quebec. There they received
even more training before setting sail for England. There they went into other camps to receive yet more
training before sailing to the continent. Those who remained behind ran the training center, manned the
searchlights at the Navy base in Esquimalt, went on recruiting drives or worked on engineering projects.
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Building Trenches in Mahon Park (6FESMA)
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Barbed Wire Construction (6FESMA)




Overseas Drafts

From the start of WWI until the Armistice 100 separate drafts were trained and dispatched from
North Vancouver for service overseas. A total of 4,176 recruits were trained of which 3,629 saw service
overseas, the majority in Franc, Belgium and England.

Draft #30 in front of the Drill Hall (NVMA) Draft #35 in front of the Drill Hall (NVMA)



Draft #88 (The last engineer draft) One of the two Siberian Expeditionary Force Drafts

Engineer Works in British Columbia

After the outbreak of war in 1914 the Unit continuously provided engineer work parties to support
the military build-up in British Columbia. Hundreds of Unit Members were involved in a wide range of local
projects throughout the War. This would continue right to the war’s end.

Much of the work was done in or near Vancouver. In the first few months of the War the 6" Field
Company erected wire entanglements, fitted out a military camp at Point Grey, and laid telephone wires. The
Unit then constructed the military camp at Hastings Park for the 29" Battalion, another camp at Queen’s Park
for the 47" Battalion, in New Westminster, and made extensive alterations to the old Vancouver Club for the
72" Seaforth Highlanders. The unit would continue to provide engineer work parties for the military in
Vancouver throughout the war.

The Unit also provided extensive engineer support on Vancouver Island. One of the first projects in
late 1914 involved a construction project to support the Maxim Gun detachment at Alert Bay. Probably the
largest unit commitment on the island was to reconstruct the Naval Hospital in Esquimalt, while the longest
tasking was to provide the searchlight crews for Esquimalt Naval Base. This final tasking continued until
1919.

Some of the most important construction work accomplished by the 6" Field Company during the
first eighteen months of WW!I was the laying out of the mobilization and provincial concentration camps in
Vernon. Both camps were built to house several thousand men. At both camps the engineers constructed a
system of roadways, installed electric lights and telephones as well as built a waterworks system with a
number of shower baths and adequate drainage facilities.

Camp Construction in Vernon 1916 (6FESMA)
End of theWar

In the last year of the war the decision was made to expand the training center. With the implementation
of conscription in 1917 and the arrival of recruits from America the workload increased considerably. On top
of that the 6™ became responsible for the training of Forestry Corps and Railway Construction Corps troops.
Things got very busy. In order to expedite this, the members of 6™ Field Company were transferred to Number



11 Engineer Training Depot, Canadian Expeditionary Force on September 30, 1918.

Then came the Armistice less than six weeks later. The Drill Hall and Training Depot were closed on
December 30™, 1918 and the unit headquarters moved to Williams Street in Vancouver. In mid 1919 the unit
ceased to exist.

Over 210 members of the 6™ died on active duty, both in Canada and overseas.

Soldier’s Families and the Canadian Patriotic Fund (CPF)

Because a soldier’s family could not survive on his pay a national charity was founded in 1914 to
help military families in need. Chapters were established in every town and city. Volunteers visited families
monthly to determine their need and if necessary the fund would provide $10 a month in aid. This meant a
sapper’s family in BC Could receive $50. As the cost to maintain 4 people in 1915 was $53 there was still a
$3 a month shortfall and that was only if he was overseas. Soldier’s who served in Canada did not receive
the separation allowance at the beginning of the war and were not eligible for assistance from the CPF. Then
came inflation. So the families suffered. But many junior officers who saw the families suffering were senior
officers in WWII. The end result was better pay and benefits in WWII and no need for a CPF.
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Sgt Angus Maclver with wife Jessie and
children prior to his departure overseas.
(BFESMA)

WOMEN'S AUXILIARY TO
THE OANADIAN ENGINEERS

The Women's Auxilinry of the Canae

dinn Engineors which haw rocontly boen
formed to promote tho wolfare of tho
Canndian Engineors whoso hondquartors

are in North Vancouver, and to gonor-
nlly wateh qver the intorosts of . the
men, wlll hold thelr noxt moeotiug in tho
Tipperary (irls’ Club rooms, Bank of
Hamilton building, First and .Gbnsdale
avenus, on Friday, May 17, at 3 p.m.
Tho nowly-formad nuxillary moots twico
n month altornately in Vancouver and
North Vancouvor. All North Bhore
ladios oligiblo for momborship are cor-
dinlly roquented to attend the moeoting .
noxt Ftlday afternoon and tako an
activo intorest in tho work,

North Shore Press May 10 1918

(Canada in Khaki No.2)




Source Monthly amount for wife
and 3 children if sapper
serving overseas

Separation Allowance $25
Half a Sappers Pay $15
Total from Government $40
Cost of Living in BC $53
Difference - $13

The Fatal Letter (from Canada in Khaki)
Extracurricular Activities
It wasn’t all work, Through out the war the 6™ held parties, concerts and dances. They entered teams in the

various sports, football and badminton leagues. But perhaps their greatest success was on the cricket field. It
was easy - they had one of the world’s top ranked players.
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York Club for the Halifax cup, carry-
Ing off this trophy both seusons, his
batting average being €5.5 and B5.4.

Corporal Kortlang speaks words of !
prajse about My, J. ¥ Bretz of New |
York, who Is solely responsible for|
the excellent conditions under which |
the game is played In the city and
hie has done a tremendous amount of |
Red Cross and other charitable work
also,

Leaving New York, Corp, Kortlang
went to France, transporting horses
there for the Krench government |

In this country his health broke|
down, and he set sall immediately for
the United Stutes—Californin (o be|
exact.  On recovering his health lu-]
at once decided to play the greatest!
ganie of all and promptly enlisted.

He then came on to Vancouver and
joined the #th Company of Canadian
Tield Enginocers.

! He never expetted to play cricket
here, his mind belng overseas where
he hopes soon to go. l

He Is & volunteer and spoaks of the
Gth CUanadian Kngineers as the finest
body of men he has ever met, and ad-
visea any inttending recruits to jnlnlr

CORPORAL KWORTLANG, the company.
(orp, Kortlang has made & host of |
] HE photograph above is of Bort | friends here who all hold him In the | W driber Fevier
Kortlang, 4s he is familiarly | highest estoem, He ks & “sport” in WHEN RANK DOES NOT COUNT
avery sensa of ‘he word and possessex |

i
known, captain of the Sixth Lu.nudlu.n a very ch disposition, A Sf"ﬂli

Company, Field Engineers C. . Born | juuny trophies have been won by him
in  Melbourne, Austrabia. Corporal| for amateur boxing, swinning and |
Kortlang showed carly signs of bLe- tennis. Ho s also the holder o the |
coming u greal run-goetter. | bilhiard  ehamplonship of the United
He is absolulely a natursl-born’ Stales,
player, huving received no luuiuun, the cricke: segson opened
whatsoever, He is known the workd | . Kortlang has just about spoiled
aver g3 the “globe-trotting cricketer,” levery bowlers' average In the Main-
having pluyed the game in .\!rlvan.!lnunl League. With a keen eye, havs
south America, Unitted Stutes, \\'eat;mg supple and powerful wrists and
Indies, Indla, China, New Zealand, ‘Fas- | excesdingly clever on his feet, lie ix a
manke, Bermudy, France, England, [tercor to remove from the batsman's
Scotlund, Irelund, Wales and Canada, | wicket, and I am quite vonfident
and as far north as Afaski. His best|that all loewl cricketers amd cricket
crickel was in Australin  during the; enthustasts would be glad to see torp "
sensong of 1908-9 and 19509-10, Kortlang play the scason of 1815 out,
In 1908-9 he represented Victoria|and so help his olub—maybe to wmt
against the South African cleven and |lhe Malnland Leaguo champlonship.
in 1909-10 he played for All-Australia | et e
in the International matchoes. |
During that seuson he created the|
world's recard for interstate and inle
national erickot with an average of 181
for 12 Inntngs. : i
.\Il ['c:lh. playing  for murm)
against  Western Australia, he, with 1 1
P bl St resant Torl Engineer Band in Mahon Park 1916 (NVMA)

the third wicket partnership, the pair|

|

d costumes created a spectacle of un-

incres 3 1 by " | an
Ir:'x"‘\::',:f_”\‘d(ﬂ'\vt‘:,“,h’ ..'l:'l‘ 1“:‘0, ":::'g‘ wonted animation. FPlerrots were there
e S e . without number, a Hawalian maid in

e AN T il e ENGINEERS MAKE MERRY the pretty dress of " the.native girls.

In 1913 Corpornl Kortlang left Aus- Napoleon in full regalia danced with
rulla for Buonos Avres, where ha‘ AT FANCY DRESS BALL Britannla, while (Gipsy Queen delgned
1eaded the Balllng averages of ll\e‘ T e, to Aance with'a policeman. The poor

ches, he The 6th Iield Company Canadian En‘- little slavey found a handsome partner,

\rgentine. Playing In 18 »

iitd the brilllant average of 79, gineers at their neadguarters, Drill while the Red Cross -Nurses left for a
Next he travelled to and played a Hall, North Vancouver, last night gave tinie their errand . of mercy and gaily
ew games for Brazil, hut m‘nnlun!l,\~| themseolves over to merrymaking. The | two-stepped.

pft for New York, at which clty he occaslon was o fancy dress ball and Interspersed between the dances a
;ri\'cd just previous to the outbreak | dance and the drab Drill Hall was con- | musical programme was carried out,
War. % S verted for the time being into a veris those taking part being Sergt. Stovell,
Here he played for the fainous ""'l table fairy land. The decoratlons were | Sappers Rees, Thomas, A Barbour and
carried out by the ngineers and the oatts, all of whom  received a great
added lustre to their home added also | ovation, while Mrs. Normanton In pler-
Justre 1o their reputation for Dbelng | rot dress delizhted. the company with
handy men, and able to construct ror | some classical vagtime ditties, which

the enjoyment of civillans, as to con- | were vociferously encored.
struct tor the stern work of warfare., Chance's Orchestra -povided the mu-
‘I'ne dresses of the ladies were su- | stc, and. over 200 couples at one time

_perb, while the vaviety of characters Loccupied‘ the floor..

Newspaper clipping date and source unknown (6FESMA)



Major John Eades Ward (1878-1940)

He served in
the artillery, cavalry,
infantry and
engineers and helped
found the Notary
Publics of British
Columbia.

Born on
Christmas Eve 1878
in Sheffield England he first articled with a
chartered accountants firm. He entered military
service in the United Kingdom with the
Worcestershire and Warwickshire Artillery and
later served with the Monmouth Field Artillery.
He then served with the 2™ Dragoon Guards
(Queen Bays) in South Africa where he was
involved in a number of skirmishes and battles
and although his unit captured Commandant
Pretorius they were unsuccessful in their pursuit
of Boer General Christiaan Rudolf de Wet.

He left the British Army after the Boer
War and came to Canada where he joined the 6%
Regiment Duke of Connaught’s Own Rifles in
Vancouver before transferring to 6 FC CE. During
that time he formed a successful partnership with
a fellow “Duke’s” officer J.D. Inkster to form
Inkster, Ward & Co a real estate brokerage firm.
In 1911, when he transferred to 6 FC he was living
in Vancouver with his wife Louise and his young
daughters Lulu and Mary.

When the war started he was a Captain
and second-in-command of 6 Field Company. In
accordance with military custom he remained
behind to command the engineer training centre in
North Vancouver. In 1915 he was promoted to
Major and commanded the centre until the end of
the war. After the war he left the 6™ having spent
18 years in military service.

He then became a Notary Public and
during their first annual meeting, in 1926, he and
others urged the assembled Notaries to
incorporate under the Society Act in order to
obtain legal standing. A few months later The
Society of Notaries Public of British Columbia
was duly registered.

Ward then became their first full-time
Secretary and manned the Society’s office in
Vancouver. It was a one-man job. He considered
his first priority was to build up the Society’s
membership. His membership roster for the year
1927 showed 626 Notaries enrolled. Ward’s
second priority was to educate the new members.
He arranged for study sessions on law and had
textbooks printed and distributed. Ward retired in
1939 after 13 years with the Society.

Through the 20s and 30s he continued to
maintain close contacts with the military. He
became the local director of the Returned
Soldier’s Club and the chairman and director of
the Poppy Fund. At the time of his death he was
the secretary of the B.C. Provincial Command of
the Army and Navy Veterans in Canada.

John Eades passed away on 18 April
1940 at the age of 61. He was survived by his wife
Louise, two sons, three daughters, three brothers
and two grandchildren.

Sergeant Major George Arthur Clements
(1871- 1924)
Born in  Lewes
Sussex England on 14
February 1871 he enrolled in
the Imperial Forces in 1891,
joining the Royal Engineers
| in 1893. During his time with
the RE he served in a number
: of foreign posts including
Malta, India and Ceylon

In 1899 he was transferred to
Esquimalt as a diver and initially worked on
laying underwater mines for the defense of the
naval base. When the responsibility for the
Halifax and Esquimalt bases was transferred to
Canada in 1906 he had the choice of returning to
the UK or staying in Canada and transferring from
the RE to the RCE. He stayed in Canada. During
the Great War he moved to North Vancouver and
was the Sgt Major and senior instructor for the
Engineer training centre.

After the war he stayed in North
Vancouver as a special representative and works
officer for the Senior Engineer Officer of M.D.
11. He worked with the 6™ until his death on the
19" of December 1924. He was survived by his
wife Edith and two daughters.

His funeral at Christ Church in
Vancouver, up to that time, was one of the largest
ever held in Vancouver. Inspector Irving of the
RCMP was in charge assisted by 6 Fd Coy CE and
a detachment of the PPCLI. Most of the
pallbearers were Senior NCOs from 6 Fd Coy CE
including CSM Gill and CQMS Holland.
Honourary pallbearers included LCol Fell, Major
J.E. Ward and Major P.E. Ward. The band of the
Vancouver Regiment provided music for the
procession to Mountain View Cemetery. At the
gravesite the firing party was provided by RCE
and PPCLI personnel from Esquimalt.




