
Chapter 4 Engineer Training Centers in North Vancouver and Vancouver 

LCol (Retd) V.A. Larocque 
 

On August 4 the United Kingdom declared war on Germany, meaning Canada was automatically at war. 

On August 14 Canada then passed the War Measures Act suspending all civil rights in Canada for the duration 

of the crisis. On August 19th Canada officially declared war on Germany and the Austro-Hungarian Empires 

and so began Canada’s participation in the Great War. 

Before Canada formally declared war the units first overseas draft under Maj J.P. Fell had been raised 

and left Vancouver.  

 

Maj J.P,. Fell and the first overseas draft in front of Larsons Pavilion 10 August 1914 

 

After Major Fell and the first draft left on 

August 10, what remained of the 6th Field 

Company CE was tasked to operate a training 

centre under the command of Capt. J. E. Ward. 

For the first year their armoury was Larson’s 

Dance Pavilion. Then in 1915 they moved up 

the hill to the new drill hall on Forbes Avenue. 

Around the new drill hall rose an 

extensive training base with a cookhouse, 

workshops, a tented camp, storage buildings, 

stables and a barrack block. Just to the north in 

Mahon Park bridges, bunkers, barbed wire 

fences and trenches appeared.  By 1918 a 

second satellite camp was operating at 

6 Field Coy C.E. Training Staff at Larsons Pavilion 1915 



Hastings Park in Vancouver. 

Drill Hall with outbuildings and tents in 1916 

 

 

 

 
  

Spr Erskine in front 

of his tent (6FESMA) 

Ross Rifle 



  

Men’s winter quarters being built in 1916  and  interior of completed men’s winter quarters (6FESMA) 
  

Men’s mess hall in 1916 Physical Fitness Class  1916 

 
  

Returned soldiers reception at the Drill Hall on July 2 1917 (6FESMA) 



Recruiting  To supply the training centre with recruits the 6th set up recruiting offices in Vancouver and 

Victoria. By late 1914 they were both operational. A few lucky members of the recruiting staff even got to 

travel. At the beginning these recruiting trips were restricted to British Columbia. 

But that changed when America entered the war. Canadian Army recruiting teams received permission 

from America to recruit Canadian and British subjects residing in the United States. So the teams crossed the 

border, traveling by train through the Western States and by ship to Hawaii. Canadians, Brits, Australians, 

New Zealanders, Irishmen, Scots and South Africans were given the choice of either volunteering for the 

Canadian Army or being drafted into the American, Many chose Canada.. Once attested they were handed a 

one-way ticket to Vancouver, some money and off they went. 

 
Engineer Recruiting Centre (6FESMA) 

 

 MEDICAL CRITERIA  
---------------- 
Of Interest To Militia Men - 
All volunteers must meet the following criteria: 

Age:    18 - 45 years 
Height:    5 feet 3 inches 
Chest:    33 ½ inches 
Eyesight:    Must be able to read D6 at 6 meters (20 feet) 
and D- 0.6 at any distance without glasses 
Hearing and speech must be good without impediment. 
Teeth:    Loss or decay of 10 teeth will disqualify - well 
filled teeth will be considered as sound. 
Men with dental plates who have lost 10 or more teeth 
will be Passed. 
Heart and lungs must be sound. Ruptures, severe 
varicose hemorrhoids or varix will disqualify. Chronic 
diseases, congenital malformations or severe injury will 
disqualify. 

Signed:    F.C. Hart; Major RAMC Military District #11 
Cranbrook Herald 
December 10, 1914 

 

 



 

 Training At the two camps the soldiers received basic recruit and engineer training. After graduation 

the majorityformed into drafts and boarded trains for bases in either Ottawa or Quebec. There they received 

even more training before setting sail for England. There they went into other camps to receive yet more 

training before sailing to the continent. Those who remained behind ran the training center, manned the 

searchlights at the Navy base in Esquimalt, went on recruiting drives or worked on engineering projects. 

   

 Tying Puttees for the first time        First Aid Training (6FESMA 

  

Building Trenches in Mahon Park (6FESMA) 

  

Barrel Bridge 1916(6FESMA) Barbed Wire Construction (6FESMA) 

 



Overseas Drafts 

From the start of WWI until the Armistice 100 separate drafts were trained and dispatched from 

North Vancouver for service overseas. A total of 4,176 recruits were trained of which 3,629 saw service 

overseas, the majority in Franc, Belgium and England. 

  
 Draft #11 (NVMA) Draft #12 in front of Larsons Pavilion (NVMA) 

 

Draft #20 in front of the Drill Hall (NVMA) 

 

 

Draft #30 in front of the Drill Hall (NVMA) Draft #35 in front of the Drill Hall (NVMA) 
  



 

 

Draft #88 (The last engineer draft)                     One of the two Siberian Expeditionary Force Drafts 
 

Engineer Works in British Columbia 

 After the outbreak of war in 1914 the Unit continuously provided engineer work parties to support 

the military build-up in British Columbia. Hundreds of Unit Members were involved in a wide range of local 

projects throughout the War. This would continue right to the war’s end. 

 Much of the work was done in or near Vancouver. In the first few months of the War the 6 th Field 

Company erected wire entanglements, fitted out a military camp at Point Grey, and laid telephone wires. The 

Unit then constructed the military camp at Hastings Park for the 29th Battalion, another camp at Queen’s Park 

for the 47th Battalion, in New Westminster, and made extensive alterations to the old Vancouver Club for the 

72nd Seaforth Highlanders. The unit would continue to provide engineer work parties for the military in 

Vancouver throughout the war. 

 The Unit also provided extensive engineer support on Vancouver Island. One of the first projects in 

late 1914 involved a construction project to support the Maxim Gun detachment at Alert Bay. Probably the 

largest unit commitment on the island was to reconstruct the Naval Hospital in Esquimalt, while the longest 

tasking was to provide the searchlight crews for Esquimalt Naval Base. This final tasking continued until 

1919. 

                Some of the most important construction work accomplished by the 6th Field Company during the 

first eighteen months of WWI was the laying out of the mobilization and provincial concentration camps in 

Vernon.  Both camps were built to house several thousand men. At both camps the engineers constructed a 

system of roadways, installed electric lights and telephones as well as built a waterworks system with a 

number of shower baths and adequate drainage facilities. 

 

  

Camp Construction in Vernon 1916 (6FESMA) 

 

End of theWar 

In the last year of the war the decision was made to expand the training center. With the implementation 

of conscription in 1917 and the arrival of recruits from America the workload increased considerably. On top 

of that the 6th became responsible for the training of Forestry Corps and Railway Construction Corps troops.  

Things got very busy. In order to expedite this, the members of 6th Field Company were transferred to Number 



11 Engineer Training Depot, Canadian Expeditionary Force on September 30, 1918. 

Then came the Armistice less than six weeks later. The Drill Hall and Training Depot were closed on 

December 30th, 1918 and the unit headquarters moved to Williams Street in Vancouver. In mid 1919 the unit 

ceased to exist. 

Over 210 members of the 6th died on active duty, both in Canada and overseas. 

 

Soldier’s Families and the Canadian Patriotic Fund (CPF)

Because a soldier’s family could not survive on his pay a national charity was founded in 1914 to 

help military families in need. Chapters were established in every town and city. Volunteers visited families 

monthly to determine their need and if necessary the fund would provide $10 a month in aid. This meant a 

sapper’s family in BC Could receive $50. As the cost to maintain 4 people in 1915 was $53 there was still a 

$3 a month shortfall and that was only if he was overseas. Soldier’s who served in Canada did not receive 

the separation allowance at the beginning of the war and were not eligible for assistance from the CPF. Then 

came inflation. So the families suffered. But many junior officers who saw the families suffering were senior 

officers in WWII. The end result was better pay and benefits in WWII and no need for a CPF. 

  

 

Sgt  Angus MacIver with wife Jessie and 

children prior to his departure overseas. 

(6FESMA) 

 

North Shore Press May 10 1918 

(Canada in Khaki No.2) 



 
 

Source Monthly amount for wife 

and  3 children if sapper 

serving overseas 

Separation Allowance $25 

Half  a Sappers Pay $15 

Total from Government $40 

Cost of  Living in BC $53 

Difference - $13 

The Fatal Letter (from Canada in Khaki)  

Extracurricular Activities 

It wasn’t all work, Through out the war the 6th held parties, concerts and dances. They entered teams in the 

various sports, football and badminton leagues. But perhaps their greatest success was on the cricket field. It 

was easy - they had one of the world’s top ranked players. 

 

Engineer Band in Mahon Park 1916 (NVMA) 

From Canada In Khaki 

Newspaper clipping date and source unknown  (6FESMA) 



Major John Eades Ward (1878-1940) 

He served in 

the artillery, cavalry, 

infantry and 

engineers and helped 

found the Notary 

Publics of British 

Columbia. 

Born on 

Christmas Eve 1878 

in Sheffield England he first articled with a 

chartered accountants firm. He entered military 

service in the United Kingdom with the 

Worcestershire and Warwickshire Artillery and 

later served with the Monmouth Field Artillery. 

He then served with the 2nd Dragoon Guards 

(Queen Bays) in South Africa where he was 

involved in a number of skirmishes and battles 

and although his unit captured Commandant 

Pretorius they were unsuccessful in their pursuit 

of Boer General Christiaan Rudolf de Wet. 

He left the British Army after the Boer 

War and came to Canada where he joined the 6th 

Regiment Duke of Connaught’s Own Rifles in 

Vancouver before transferring to 6 FC CE. During 

that time he formed a successful partnership with 

a fellow “Duke’s” officer J.D. Inkster to form 

Inkster, Ward & Co a real estate brokerage firm. 

In 1911, when he transferred to 6 FC he was living 

in Vancouver with his wife Louise and his young 

daughters Lulu and  Mary. 

When the war started he was a Captain 

and second-in-command of 6 Field Company. In 

accordance with military custom he remained 

behind to command the engineer training centre in 

North Vancouver. In 1915 he was promoted to 

Major and commanded the centre until the end of 

the war. After the war he left the 6th having spent 

18 years in military service. 

He then became a Notary Public and 

during their first annual meeting, in 1926, he and 

others urged the assembled Notaries to 

incorporate under the Society Act in order to 

obtain legal standing. A few months later The 

Society of Notaries Public of British Columbia 

was duly registered. 

Ward then became their first full-time 

Secretary and manned the Society’s office in 

Vancouver. It was a one-man job. He considered 

his first priority was to build up the Society’s 

membership. His membership roster for the year 

1927 showed 626 Notaries enrolled. Ward’s 

second priority was to educate the new members. 

He arranged for study sessions on law and had 

textbooks printed and distributed. Ward retired in 

1939 after 13 years with the Society. 

Through the 20s and 30s he continued to 

maintain close contacts with the military. He 

became the local director of the Returned 

Soldier’s Club and the chairman and director of 

the Poppy Fund. At the time of his death he was 

the secretary of the B.C. Provincial Command of 

the Army and Navy Veterans in Canada. 

John Eades passed away on 18 April 

1940 at the age of 61. He was survived by his wife 

Louise, two sons, three daughters, three brothers 

and two grandchildren.  

 

Sergeant Major George Arthur Clements 

(1871- 1924) 

Born in Lewes 

Sussex England on 14 

February 1871 he enrolled in 

the Imperial Forces in 1891, 

joining the Royal Engineers 

in 1893. During his time with 

the RE he served in a number 

of foreign posts including 

Malta, India and Ceylon 

 In 1899 he was transferred to 

Esquimalt as a diver and initially worked on 

laying underwater mines for the defense of the 

naval base. When the responsibility for the 

Halifax and Esquimalt bases was transferred to 

Canada in 1906 he had the choice of  returning to 

the UK or staying in Canada and transferring from 

the RE to the RCE. He stayed in Canada. During 

the Great War he moved to North Vancouver and 

was the Sgt Major and senior instructor for the 

Engineer training centre. 

 After the war he stayed in North 

Vancouver as a special representative and works 

officer for the Senior Engineer Officer of M.D. 

11. He worked with the 6th until his death on the 

19th of December 1924. He was survived by his 

wife Edith and two daughters. 

 His funeral at Christ Church in 

Vancouver, up to that time, was one of the largest 

ever held in Vancouver. Inspector Irving of the 

RCMP was in charge assisted by 6 Fd Coy CE and 

a detachment of the PPCLI. Most of the 

pallbearers were Senior NCOs from 6 Fd Coy CE 

including CSM Gill and CQMS Holland. 

Honourary pallbearers included LCol Fell, Major 

J.E. Ward and Major P.E. Ward. The band of the 

Vancouver Regiment provided music for the 

procession to Mountain View Cemetery. At the 

gravesite the firing party was provided by RCE 

and PPCLI personnel from Esquimalt.    


